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2073 

Week Ending Friday, November 24, 2006 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Roh Moo-hyun of South 
Korea in Hanoi, Vietnam 
November 18, 2006 

President Roh. Today President Bush and 
I had a very good discussion on the North 
Korean nuclear issue. We agreed on the prin-
ciple that North Korea should dismantle its 
nuclear weapons and its nuclear program, 
that our two countries fully support the U.N. 
Security Council Resolution 1718, and our 
two countries will implement this resolution 
in a faithful manner. 

Although the Republic of Korea is not tak-
ing part in the full scope of the PSI, we sup-
port the principles and goals of the PSI and 
will fully cooperate in preventing WMD ma-
teriel transfer in the Northeast Asia region. 
And we also agreed that we will actively seek 
to resolve the North Korean nuclear issue 
within the six-party talks framework and also 
by actively engaging in bilateral talks within 
this framework. 

In conclusion, the President and I had very 
satisfactory discussions on this issue, and we 
had very useful and indepth discussions on 
resolving the North Korean nuclear issue. 

President Bush. Mr. President, I agree. 
We had a discussion like you would expect 
allies to have a discussion. We are allies in 
peace. We are allies in working to improve 
the lives of our fellow citizens. 

We did discuss 1718, Resolution 1718, and 
our mutual desire to effectively enforce the 
will of the world. I appreciate the coopera-
tion we’re receiving from South Korea on the 
Proliferation Security Initiative. Our desire 
is to solve the North Korean issue peacefully. 
And as I’ve made clear in a speech as recently 
as two days ago in Singapore, that we want 
the North Korean leader to hear that if he 
gives up his weapons and nuclear weapons 
ambitions, that we would be willing to enter 
into security arrangements with the North 
Koreans as well as move forward new eco-

nomic incentives for the North Korean peo-
ple. 

I appreciate your commitment to peace, 
and I appreciate our mutual friendship, Mr. 
President. And I’ve enjoyed yet another 
meeting in our quest to achieve our common 
objectives. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:38 
a.m. in the Sheraton Hanoi. In his remarks, he 
referred to Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea. 
President Roh spoke in Korean, and his remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Lunch With 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan 
in Hanoi 
November 18, 2006 

President Bush. Mr. Prime Minister, 
thank you very much for your time. We just 
had a very frank and full discussion. I admire 
the Prime Minister’s intellect; I’m very com-
fortable with his style, and I’m very confident 
we’ll be able to work together for the com-
mon good. 

The relationship between Japan and the 
United States is strong, and we will keep it 
that way. And a strong relationship between 
our two countries is good for the security of 
the East. We talked a lot of issues. And we 
spent time talking about North Korea and 
our common commitment to see that the six- 
party talks succeed. We spent a lot of time 
talking about bilateral issues. And one of the 
most interesting issues we discussed was our 
common desire to continue to cooperate on 
a ballistic missile defense. 

I told the Prime Minister he needs to get 
over to the United States quickly. I’m looking 
forward to hosting you. And thank you for 
your time. 

Prime Minister Abe. I was able to spend 
a very meaningful and wonderful time with 
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the President today. So thank you very much, 
Mr. President. 

Japan and U.S. share an alliance which is 
based on fundamental values, such as free-
dom, democracy, basic human rights, and the 
rule of law. And we agreed with each other 
that strengthening our alliance would be a 
good in maintaining peace and security of 
not just Japan and the region surrounding 
Japan but the entire world. 

Also concerning North Korea, as the Presi-
dent mentioned, we agreed that we would 
take a coordinated approach to reach a final 
resolution of the issue and also to achieve 
some concrete results at an early stage. We 
also agreed to strengthen and accelerate our 
cooperation concerning ballistic missile de-
fense, and we will instruct our foreign min-
isters and defense ministers to conduct con-
sideration concerning this matter. 

We are faced with many difficult issues, 
like North Korea, the fight against terror, and 
also Iraq. But we agreed that we will be uti-
lizing the alliance we have between Japan 
and the United States for the good of the 
world and the region for a long time. 

And I’m looking forward to visiting the 
United States sometime next year and seeing 
the President. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:47 p.m. in the 
Sheraton Hanoi. Prime Minister Abe spoke in Jap-
anese, and his remarks were translated by an in-
terpreter. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Prime Minister Shinzo Abe of Japan 
and President Roh Moo-hyun of 
South Korea in Hanoi 
November 18, 2006 

I want to thank the leaders of two of Amer-
ica’s strongest allies, the President of South 
Korea and the Prime Minister of Japan, for 
joining in this trilateral discussion. It is an 
important dialog between three democracies, 
all of which are committed to peace and se-
curity. I look forward to discussing a wide 
range of issues with these two leaders. There 
is no doubt, when we work together, we can 
bring peace and stability and prosperity for 
our peoples. 

And so I want to thank you all very much 
for joining. I appreciate your time, and I’m 
looking forward to our dialog. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Hanoi. 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 18, 2006 

Good morning. This week I’m visiting 
Singapore, Indonesia, and Vietnam, where 
I’m attending the annual summit of the Asia- 
Pacific Economic Cooperation Forum. On 
this trip, I am carrying a message for the peo-
ple of this region: America will remain en-
gaged in Asia because our interests depend 
on the expansion of freedom and opportunity 
in this vital part of the world. 

Asia is important to America because pros-
perity in our country depends on trade with 
Asia’s growing economies. Today, America’s 
trade across the Pacific is greater than our 
trade across the Atlantic, and we need to con-
tinue opening up markets in this part of the 
world to American goods and services. 

My position is clear: As long as the playing 
field is level, America’s farmers, small busi-
nesses, and workers can compete with any-
one. So America will continue to pursue free 
and fair trade at every level with individual 
countries, across whole regions, and through 
the World Trade Organization. By opening 
new markets for American goods and serv-
ices, we help create new customers for our 
products abroad and jobs and opportunities 
for our workers and small businesses at 
home. 

Asia is also important to America because 
our nations face common challenges like en-
ergy and disease that transcend borders. Our 
growing economies are too dependent on oil, 
and we have a common interest in pursuing 
affordable, reliable energy alternatives. So 
we’re working with our partners in this re-
gion to develop new energy technologies that 
will make us less dependent on oil, including 
clean coal and ethanol, biodiesel and hydro-
gen fuel cells. 

We are also working with our partners in 
the region to address the threat of diseases 
like avian flu, which has the potential to claim 
many lives and inflict terrible damage on our 
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societies if not detected and stopped quick-
ly—so we’re sharing information and putting 
wise preparedness plans in place to help en-
sure that we can contain the spread of avian 
flu and be ready if a pandemic ever occurs. 
By coming together to address these and 
other challenges, we’re helping build more 
hopeful societies in Asia and stronger part-
ners for America. 

Finally, Asia is important to America be-
cause we face common threats to our secu-
rity. The people of this region understand 
the terrorist threat because they have been 
targets of terrorist violence. Since September 
the 11th, the terrorists have attacked a night-
club in Bali, a hotel in Jakarta, a ferry packed 
with passengers in Manila Bay, a school full 
of children in Russia, Australia’s Embassy in 
Indonesia, and many other targets. The kill-
ers who committed these acts of terror are 
followers of a clear and focused ideology that 
hates freedom, rejects tolerance—and their 
stated goal is a radical Islamic empire stretch-
ing from Europe to Southeast Asia. 

The greatest danger in our world today is 
that these terrorists could get their hands on 
weapons of mass destruction and use them 
to blackmail free nations or kill on an un-
imaginable scale. This threat poses a risk to 
our entire civilization, and we’re working 
with our partners in the Asia-Pacific to defeat 
it. 

In my meetings with leaders in the region, 
we discussed the threat of proliferation from 
North Korea. After North Korea’s recent nu-
clear test, the United Nations Security Coun-
cil passed a unanimous resolution imposing 
sanctions on North Korea’s regime, and 
America is working with our partners to en-
force those sanctions. We will also continue 
working with Japan, China, South Korea, and 
Russia through the six-party talks. Our na-
tions are speaking with one voice: North 
Korea must abandon its nuclear weapons 
programs, and we will not tolerate North Ko-
rea’s proliferation of nuclear technology to 
hostile regimes and terrorist networks. 

In the long run, the surest path to security 
is the expansion of freedom. History shows 
that free societies are peaceful societies. So 
America is committed to advancing freedom 
and democracy as the great alternative to re-
pression and radicalism. And by standing 

with our allies in the Asia-Pacific region, we 
will defend our free way of life, confront the 
challenges of a new century, and build a 
more hopeful, peaceful, and prosperous fu-
ture for our children and grandchildren. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:20 a.m., 
local time, on November 16 at the Shangri-La 
Hotel in Singapore, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m., 
e.s.t., on November 18. The transcript was made 
available by the Office of the Press Secretary on 
November 17 but was embargoed for release until 
the broadcast. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of this 
address. 

Statement on the Death of 
Glenn E. ‘‘Bo’’ Schembechler 

November 18, 2006 

Bo Schembechler was a true legend of col-
lege football. I was saddened to learn of his 
death. He inspired generations of players and 
fans by insisting that his teams play hard, play 
fair, and bring honor to themselves and their 
school by finishing their educations and con-
tributing to society. He was an extraordinary 
leader and role model who will be missed. 
Laura and I join fans of the Big Blue in ex-
tending our sympathies to his wife Cathy and 
his family and friends. 

Remarks Following a Church Service 
in Hanoi 

November 19, 2006 

Laura and I just had a moment to converse 
with God in a church here in Hanoi. We were 
touched by the simplicity and the beauty of 
the moment. We appreciate very much the 
congregation for allowing us to come and 
worship with them. 

A whole society is a society which wel-
comes basic freedoms, and there’s no more 
basic freedom than the basic—the freedom 
to worship as you see fit. And Laura and I 
were proud to worship with believers here 
in Hanoi. And we, again, thank the church 
for the opportunity to come by. My hope is 
that people all across the world will be able 
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* White House correction. 

to express religion [religious] * freedom. And 
it’s our way of expressing our personal faith 
and, at the same time, urging societies to feel 
comfortable with and confident in saying to 
their people, if you feel like praising God, 
you’re allowed to do so in any way you see 
fit. 

God bless, and thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:14 a.m. at Cua 
Bac Cathedral. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
President Hu Jintao of China in 
Hanoi 
November 19, 2006 

President Hu. It’s a great pleasure to see 
you again, Mr. President. I remember, in the 
course of this year, we have already met each 
other three times; we had four telephone 
conversations; and we also maintained fre-
quent exchange of letters. So it is fair to say 
that we are keeping very close touch and this 
has vigorously promoted China-U.S. rela-
tions. 

I’m pleased to see new progress in China- 
U.S. relations since our meeting in St. Peters-
burg in July this year. Our two countries have 
maintained a frequent exchange of visits at 
the top levels and at different levels. And ac-
tually, our trade has also been expanding very 
rapidly, and I do have a piece of good news 
to share with you. According to U.S. statis-
tics, in first 7 months of this year, U.S. ex-
ports to China jumped 35 percent. 

Nationally, our mechanism for having stra-
tegic economic dialog has also been 
launched, and the first inaugural dialog will 
be held in Beijing around the middle of next 
month. And Chinese naval ships have again 
paid a visit to the continental America for 
the first time in 6 years. And even as we 
speak, our naval ships of the two countries 
are conducting joint search and rescue ma-
neuvers in Chinese waters. 

So, all in all, we feel very happy about the 
healthy and stable extension of China-U.S. 
relations. I think we would not have achieved 
such a state of our bilateral relations had it 
not been for your outstanding leadership. 

President Bush. Well, thank you. 
President Hu. So, with this, I would like 

to turn it over to you. 
President Bush. Thank you, Mr. Presi-

dent. You’re right; you and I have had a lot 
of meetings. And the reason why is because 
we recognize that working together, we can 
accomplish a lot for the security of the world 
and for the prosperity of our people. China 
is a very important nation, and the United 
States believes strongly that by working to-
gether, we can help solve problems such as 
North Korea and Iran. 

Our bilateral relations are very good, and 
we—you and I are committed to keeping 
them that way. Obviously, with as much com-
merce between our countries as there is, 
there’s going to be trade difficulties, but nev-
ertheless, we both adopt a spirit of mutual 
respect and the desire to work through our 
problems for the common good of our peo-
ples. 

I strongly support your vision, Mr. Presi-
dent, of encouraging your country to become 
a nation of consumers and not savers, which 
will inure to the benefit of our manufactur-
ers, both large and small, and our farmers 
as well. 

I always enjoy our frank and friendly dis-
cussions, and I’m looking forward to this one 
as well. And I thank you for your hospitality. 

Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 8:34 
a.m. at the Hanoi Daewoo Hotel. President Hu 
spoke in Chinese, and his remarks were translated 
by an interpreter. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia in 
Hanoi 
November 19, 2006 

President Bush. Today Vladimir and I are 
pleased to report that after a long set of nego-
tiations, Representative Gref and Ambas-
sador Schwab have signed agreements that 
will be good for the United States and good 
for Russia—and that is, we support Russia’s 
accession into the WTO. I congratulate you 
all for your hard work and thank you very 
much for the hard work. 
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I repeat, this is a good agreement for the 
United States. And equally important, it’s a 
good agreement for Russia, and it’s a good 
agreement for the international trading com-
munity. And I thank you very much, Vladi-
mir, for working hard on this agreement. 

As usual, we’ve had a very important dia-
log. And we talked about common interests 
and how we can work together to solve some 
of the world’s problems, including North 
Korea and Iran. And I want to thank you 
for your time and friendship. 

President Putin. On my part, I would like 
to add that we’ve been in the process of dif-
ficult and lengthy work, 5 years of intense 
effort which has been culminated today with 
the signing of a protocol on Russia’s acces-
sion to the World Trade Organization, which 
has been a successful outcome of this effort. 

And I would like to underscore that this 
would not have been possible to achieve 
without expert and professional involvement 
both on the side of the U.S. and Russia, and 
without good will expressed in this—should 
I say, in the right term would be to use 
here—very businesslike approach in their 
dealing. 

On top of that, it would not have been 
possible without a political will, which has 
been here expressed by the President of the 
United States of America. And I agree with 
you, George, that this lays out very favorable 
conditions to us to jointly tackle the very per-
tinent and acute problems of international 
relations together. 

It also lays out favorable conditions to fur-
ther develop the scope and volume of com-
merce and economic interaction between the 
business partners—between our two coun-
tries involved with other countries. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:16 p.m. at the 
Sheraton Hanoi. In his remarks, he referred to 
Minister of Economic Development and Trade 
German Oskarovich Gref of Russia; and Ambas-
sador Susan C. Schwab, U.S. Trade Representa-
tive. President Putin spoke in Russian, and his 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
Business Leaders in Ho Chi Minh 
City, Vietnam 

November 20, 2006 

Thank you all very much for—thank you 
very much for joining me and the Secretary 
of State. I find it really interesting that my 
first meeting in Ho Chi Minh City is at the 
stock exchange, and I’m meeting with entre-
preneurs, people who have taken a look at 
the markets in Vietnam and have decided 
that this is a good place to invest. 

I want to thank you all for coming to share 
some of your stories with me. I’m very inter-
ested in hearing what the opportunities are 
like and the obstacles you face and how, per-
haps, the United States can help foster the 
market economy that is growing here. 

I must tell you, I am, first of all, unbeliev-
ably grateful for the welcome that Laura and 
I have been received with here in Ho Chi 
Minh City—I’ve never seen as many people 
line the streets with such a friendly attitude. 
Secondly, when I read about the recent eco-
nomic history of Vietnam, I am amazed at 
the size of the growth and the fact that are 
people are beginning to realize dreams. I rec-
ognize that some of you here at the table 
were born in Vietnam, came to the United 
States in the midseventies, and have decided 
to return. And I’m really interested in hear-
ing what that has been like and the contrast 
in lifestyles and why you made the decisions 
you made. 

And I do want to hear from you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:15 a.m. at the 
Ho Chi Minh City Securities Trading Center. 

Remarks Following a Tour of the 
Pasteur Institute in Ho Chi Minh 
City 

November 20, 2006 

Laura and I are honored to be here at the 
center of an effort to help Vietnam battle 
HIV/AIDS. And Doctor, thank you for this 
wonderful tour. We’ve got a comprehensive 
strategy involved through our PEPFAR pro-
gram with the country. We’ve got a very 
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strong mother-to-child transmission program 
to prevent the children from developing 
HIV/AIDS. 

The doctor has been explaining to us their 
strategy on how to detect HIV/AIDS not only 
in the cities but in the provinces. And part 
of our comprehensive strategy to help this 
country is to distribute antiretroviral drugs. 

Laura and I have come by to thank the 
doctor and her staff for their compassionate 
work, and to assure the Vietnamese people 
that we will still help them fight HIV/AIDS. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:29 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Nguyen Thi Kim Tien, 
director, Pasteur Institute. 

Remarks in a Discussion With Civic 
Leaders in Bogor, Indonesia 

November 20, 2006 

Mr. President, thank you very much. 
Thank you all for joining. I’m really looking 
forward to this discussion. I admire Indo-
nesia’s pluralism and its diversity. I admire 
your President’s commitment to reform and 
strengthening democracy. It’s very important 
for the people of America to understand that 
this vast country has got not only tremendous 
potential, but it’s got a prominent role to play 
in the world—showing how it’s possible for 
people of good will to live together in peace 
and harmony. And that’s the lesson I want 
to hear from you all as well. I’m looking for-
ward to our discussion. 

I cannot thank you enough for taking time 
out of your busy day to come up here and 
share thoughts with us. I’m very interested 
in learning how our Government can con-
tinue to work with your Government as it 
so chooses, to help, particularly areas like 
education and health. 

And so with that, Mr. President, thank you 
very much for setting this up. I appreciate 
the opportunity to meet some of your fine 
citizens. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:35 p.m. at Bogor 
Palace. In his remarks, he referred to President 
Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indonesia. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Susilo Bambang 
Yudhoyono of Indonesia and an 
Exchange With Reporters in Bogor 

November 20, 2006 

President Yudhoyono. Your Excellency, 
President Bush, members of the press, allow 
me to speak in Bahasa Indonesia. 

[At this point, President Yudhoyono contin-
ued his remarks in Bahasa Indonesia, and 
they were translated by an interpreter.] 

Ladies and gentlemen, today we have re-
ceived a visit of President Bush, who has 
come here to increase our cooperation and 
friendship between Indonesia and the 
United States. And we just discussed a num-
ber of agenda in order to improve—increase 
our relations. 

In the bilateral meeting, I expressed my 
thanks for the cooperation and assistance 
given by the United States to Indonesia in 
the field of economics, investment, trade, 
education, health, technology, military, and 
so on. I also expressed thanks for the U.S. 
assistance, and also other countries, during 
the Aceh tsunami and also, more recently, 
during the earthquake in Yogyakarta and 
central Java, which shows solidarity and co-
operation between the two countries. 

After that, we discussed in detail a number 
of cooperation in our agenda. We discussed 
health cooperation, especially on how to fight 
avian flu and other infectious diseases, which 
are found in the tropical areas, especially in 
Indonesia. 

On education, we already have a good co-
operation, and we will continue this coopera-
tion and hope this cooperation will be contin-
ued between Indonesia and the U.S. as part 
of our educational agenda. 

We also discussed energy, and we spent 
time discussing bioenergy fuels. And I’m glad 
that President Bush has said that he would 
share technology in other matters relating to 
development of alternative energy. 

Lastly, we discussed how to deal with nat-
ural disasters, especially on how to build an 
early warning system in Indonesia. I ex-
pressed my appreciation to the assistance 
given by the United States Government, and 
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we also cooperate also with other countries 
on building this early warning system. 

We also discussed a number of inter-
national issues, global issues, such as the situ-
ation in the Middle East, the situation in 
North Korea, Iraq, and also Palestine. And 
of course, we agree on the need to find a 
solution to these issues. 

After the discussions, we had a meeting 
with civic leaders, and we discussed all the 
things that we discussed earlier in the bilat-
eral meeting, especially on how to improve 
the quality of life and how to make Indo-
nesia-U.S. partnership—contribute to im-
proving this quality of life. 

The discussions were open, frank, con-
structive, sometimes critical, and what is im-
portant is that we tried to discuss cooperation 
on how to make Indonesia-U.S. relations 
touch on the lives of our people. 

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you 
very much. Thanks for the invitation to come 
back to your beautiful country. Laura and I 
are thrilled to be here, and we’re looking for-
ward to our dinner tonight with you and your 
wife and your delegation. You lead a large 
and diverse nation with a very bright future. 

During my visit here, we’re going to con-
tinue to work to build a relationship between 
our two nations that will last beyond the im-
mediate. It’s a relationship that should last 
for decades to come. It’s important to our 
nation that we have good, strong relations 
with Indonesia. 

We’ve just come from the APEC summit 
in Vietnam, and the people of Indonesia 
should know that when their elected leader 
speaks, other leaders listen, as do I. Mr. 
President, you’re well respected in the inter-
national community, and I appreciate your 
perspective on global and international 
issues, and thank you for sharing them with 
me again today. 

This afternoon we also discussed bilateral 
initiatives that will expand opportunity for 
the people of Indonesia and, at the same 
time, deepen our partnership. We support 
your country’s reform efforts, Mr. President. 
I thank you for your leadership on that im-
portant issue. The Indonesian President un-
derstands that economic reform and fighting 
corruption and investing in people will help 
this important nation succeed. 

We are committed to helping you on all 
these initiatives. Last week, we signed a $55 
million Millennium Challenge Account 
threshold agreement. This agreement means 
that the American people will support Indo-
nesia’s efforts to reform its democratic insti-
tutions and strengthen governance. We 
would not have made this commitment, Mr. 
President, if you were, yourself, not com-
mitted to reform. 

The agreement is going to help fund your 
strategy to immunize your children against 
deadly diseases. We support your attempts 
to modernize your education system. We 
have pledged and provided over $150 million 
to the Indonesian Government to help pro-
vide the tools that will give the next genera-
tion of Indonesians the chance to realize 
their enormous potential. One thousand 
schools spread across eight provinces in In-
donesia are now benefiting from our edu-
cation partnership. And as I told you in our 
meeting, we will continue to help. 

Our two nations continue to build strong 
trade and investment relationships. We’re 
determined to grow our economies in a way 
that are sustainable. Last week, we signed 
an agreement to help Indonesia conserve its 
forests. Together our nations will fight illegal 
logging while promoting trade in forest prod-
ucts that does not threaten the region’s envi-
ronmental quality. 

Our two nations recognize we must ex-
plore alternatives to fossil fuels. The Presi-
dent and I have spent quite a bit of time 
talking about this important issue. The peo-
ple of Indonesia have got to know that, for 
national security purposes and for economic 
security purposes, America must spend re-
search money to enable us to have alternative 
sources of energy from oil. 

I told the President that I am committed 
to sharing technologies as they become de-
veloped to help us all become less dependent 
on oil. And I appreciate your commitment, 
sir, to biofuels as an alternative source of en-
ergy. 

We talked about avian influenza. In this 
world of ours today, if there’s an influenza 
outbreak in Vietnam, it could affect Indo-
nesia or the people of America. And there-
fore, we need to work in a collaborative way 
to deal with this grave threat. We’ll continue 
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to fund our partnership on this issue, Mr. 
President, as well as our partnership to pro-
tect public health in Indonesia. 

We support Indonesia’s growing global 
role. Indonesia will soon take a seat on the 
United Nations Security Council. We dis-
cussed threats to global security and how to-
gether our two nations can help provide a 
peaceful way forward. 

We discussed North Korea, and we dis-
cussed Iran. Both regimes have nuclear am-
bitions. Nuclear weapons in the hands of 
these regimes would make the people of the 
Middle East and Northeast Asia less secure. 
The President and I discussed how the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency and the six- 
party talks provide the best opportunity to 
seek peaceful, diplomatic solutions to our 
concerns about these weapons programs. 

The United Nations requires reform to be-
come a more effective institution, and I know 
that Indonesia will be a strong voice for posi-
tive change in the United Nations. And we 
look forward to having you on the Security 
Council. 

The American people and the Indonesian 
people have both suffered from the acts of 
violent extremists. Our nations are deter-
mined to take effective action against terror 
networks that plot new attacks against inno-
cent people. Indonesia is an example of how 
democracy and modernization can provide 
an alternative to extremism. And we appre-
ciate your leadership, Mr. President. Your 
democracy is making Indonesia strong and 
better able to play a positive role in Southeast 
Asia and the world. Our talks today have 
been very constructive. I appreciate your 
hospitality. And I presume we’ll take some 
questions. 

President Yudhoyono. Thank you very 
much, Mr. President. 

Democracy in Indonesia 
Q. I would like to ask you—as you men-

tioned before, Indonesia now is growing to-
ward democratization, and how do you think 
the process of democratization in Indo-
nesia—the progress of democratization is 
going? And I have a second question. 

President Bush. How many do you get 
to ask here in Indonesia? 

Q. Excuse me? 

President Bush. How many questions do 
you get to ask? [Laughter] Keep firing away. 
You’re just setting a bad example for the 
American press corps. [Laughter] 

Q. Well, lots of Indonesians think that you 
have a hidden agenda going here—— 

President Bush. Oh, yes? 
Q. ——such as securing your Exxon deal 

in Natuna. And what is your comment on 
that? 

President Bush. Well, we didn’t discuss 
it. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. No, we did not discuss 

it. You asked about Indonesian democracy— 
here’s living proof right here. He ran a cam-
paign; he said, ‘‘Vote for me; I will do the 
following things’’; he’s following through on 
his promises. The elections were open; the 
elections were clean; the elections were fair. 
And you elected a good President, who is 
working hard to—in a tough job. And I don’t 
think the American people understand how 
big Indonesia is—17,000 islands, 6,000 of 
them inhabited, with a variety of demo-
graphics. The President kindly hosted a 
meeting today with civil society leaders, 
which points up to the diversity of this great 
nation—different religions, different back-
grounds, different people, all united under 
a democratic—under a democracy. 

And so I would say, your progress is very 
good. But we all have work to do in our re-
spective democracies. Our transition to de-
mocracy wasn’t all that smooth in America. 
If you study American history, we had some 
rough go for awhile. And it’s hard work to 
make sure the institutions are sound so that 
people can live in a free society that’s based 
upon the rule of law. But the President is 
committed to it, and he’s working hard to 
it, and I would say you’re making good 
progress. 

Terry Hunt [Terence Hunt, Associated 
Press]—go ahead and yell it. 

U.S. Troops in Iraq 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Oops, don’t yell it. 

[Laughter] 
Q. Mr. President, you’ve talked about the 

dangers of leaving Iraq too soon, but you 
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haven’t talked about what risks might be in-
volved in adding tens of thousands of troops 
to secure Baghdad, as Senator McCain has 
suggested. What are the downsides, if any, 
to that approach? 

And I’d like to ask the President of Indo-
nesia, what suggestions did you make to 
President Bush about his Iraq policy? 

President Bush. Terry, we haven’t made 
up—I haven’t made any decisions about 
troop increases or troop decreases, and won’t 
until I hear from a variety of sources, includ-
ing our own United States military. As you 
know, General Pace, who is the Chairman 
of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, is in the process 
of evaluating a lot of suggestions from the 
field and from people involved with the Cen-
tral Command as well as at the Pentagon. 
And they will be bringing forth the sugges-
tions and recommendations to me here as 
quickly as possible. 

But, so I haven’t—there’s no need to com-
ment on something that may not happen. But 
if it were to happen, I will tell you the upsides 
and downside. 

President Yudhoyono. My view on how 
could we work together at ending conflict in 
Iraq or in finding a proper and realistic solu-
tion for Iraq is that global community must 
be also responsible in solving the problems 
in Iraq. Talking about long-term state build-
ing, nation building in Iraq, I think it’s not 
only the responsibility of the missions of the 
United States and other countries who are 
now involved in Iraq but, of course, is the 
roles and responsibility of other nations as 
well—other communities as well. 

Indonesia believes very strongly, if we 
could work together, if we share and ex-
change of ideas, then there must be a proper 
and realistic solution in the long term in find-
ing, again, a proper solution for Iraq that’s 
good for Iraq, good for neighboring coun-
tries, good for the U.S., good for Indonesia, 
and good for all communities in the world. 

Alternative Fuel Sources/Indonesia 
Q. I would like to ask Mr. President 

Bush—President Bush—[inaudible]—rela-
tions between the United States and Indo-
nesia is strong, and as you—[inaudible]—the 
United States is a longstanding partner of In-
donesia. As you probably know, Indonesia is 

currently developing alternative energy, 
mainly biofuel. Are you willing to cooperate 
in this area? And can the United States share 
its technology with Indonesia and, for the ex-
ample, trading biofuels. Thank you. 

President Bush. Yes, thanks. I’m very 
supportive of biofuel initiatives, starting in 
our own country. It’s important for us to de-
velop alternative ways to power our vehicles 
if we want to become less dependent on oil. 
And so for example, we’re now consuming 
about 5 billion gallons of ethanol, which is 
a fuel made, in our case, from corn. The 
President and I spent a fair amount of time 
talking about the ability to develop biofuels, 
particularly in Indonesia’s case, from sugar 
cane as well as palm oil. And the technologies 
are available to convert sugar into ethanol. 
For example, the country of Brazil powers 
its automobiles with about 85 percent of all 
fuels from ethanol from sugar cane. 

The other interesting fact for people to un-
derstand is that the technology to have a gas-
oline-driven automobile be powered by eth-
anol is very simple. It’s what’s called flex- 
fuel automobiles. And so there’s—we’re on 
the beginning stages of really a change in 
how we consume energy. And it’s in the 
world’s interest that we promote biofuels. 

Where the United States needs to go 
though, is that we can’t rely upon corn only 
to develop our ethanols. And so we’re spend-
ing a lot of money on cellulosic research, and 
that is the ability to convert wood chips, for 
example, to ethanol. And as those tech-
nologies become feasible and economic, we 
will share them with other countries. It’s in 
our interests, it’s in the U.S. interest that oth-
ers use biofuel, as well as our own. 

And so I’m optimistic about the tech-
nologies that are developing. I’m also realistic 
to understand it’s going to take awhile to get 
them—to bring them to the—to make them 
economic. But we’re spending a lot of money 
on this type of research. And the President 
needs to know that as it becomes commer-
cially capable, we’ll share it. 

Matt [Matthew Spetalnick, Reuters]. 

U.S. Foreign Policy 
Q. President Bush. 
President Bush. Yes, Matt. 
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Q. Here in the world’s most populous 
Muslim nation, thousands have dem-
onstrated for days, saying that your policy in 
the Middle East and Iraq and elsewhere is 
anti-Islamic. How do you fight that impres-
sion? And doesn’t it require more than just 
a reassertion of your existing foreign policy 
goals? 

And for President Yudhoyono, did you, in 
your talks with President Bush, urge him to 
begin a withdrawal of U.S. forces from Iraq 
as soon as possible? 

President Bush. I mean, I’ll be glad to 
answer it for him—no, he didn’t. But he can 
answer it for himself. [Laughter] 

Look, I applaud a society where people 
are free to come and express their opinion. 
And it’s to Indonesia’s credit that it’s a society 
where people are able to protest and say what 
they think. And it’s not the first time, by the 
way, where people have showed up and ex-
pressed their opinion about my policies. But 
that’s what happens when you make hard de-
cisions. 

My answer to people about whether or 
not—how do you comfort people of the Mus-
lim faith that our policies are open, is that 
I believe freedom is universal and democracy 
is universal. I don’t believe it’s the sole right 
of the United States or the sole right of 
Methodists. I believe in the universality of 
freedom. And therefore—and I believe peo-
ple desire to live in free societies, and I be-
lieve the vast majority of people want to live 
in moderation and not have extremists kill 
innocent people. 

And so therefore, our policies are to pro-
mote that kind of form of government. It’s 
not going to look like America; it’s going to 
be different from America. And I also would 
tell people that democracies yield peace. De-
mocracies don’t fight each other. One of the 
reasons why I am proud to call this President 
friend is because he understands the power 
of democracy, and he understands it’s a uni-
versal right. 

And so therefore, to say spreading democ-
racy is antireligious—it’s the opposite of that. 
Democracy means you can worship any way 
you choose, freely. And so, look, people pro-
test; that’s a good sign. It’s a good sign of 
a healthy society. 

President Yudhoyono. Well, to elaborate 
my first view on Iraq, I would like to say 
that probably we have to think about devel-
oping a triple-track solution. One is really im-
portant is having national reconciliation in 
Iraq, together with the empowerment of the 
existing national Government is very impor-
tant, so Iraq can handle her own problem. 

Second is, of course, we have to involve 
other parties. We have to probably deploy 
and employ new setup of security forces in 
parallel with some day, this on a proper time-
table, the disengagement of U.S. military 
forces and other coalition forces from Iraq. 

And of course, the third track is also not 
to be neglected, is how do the international 
community work together in conducting re-
construction and rehabilitation of Iraq after 
the conflict. 

So I think we have to combine all those 
three solutions before, actually, the United 
States can determine what the possible poli-
cies to be developed in the future related 
to the withdrawal or disengagement of the 
U.S. forces from Iraq. 

Q. So do you believe—[inaudible]—U.S. 
forces should remain in Iraq then? 

President Yudhoyono. I think I have ex-
plained my view on those three tracks of solu-
tion. And the future disengagement of U.S. 
forces from Iraq must be connected to the 
other two that I have mentioned already. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at approximately 6:45 
p.m. at Bogor Palace. In his remarks, he referred 
to Kristiani Herawati, wife of President 
Yudhoyono. President Yudhoyono spoke partly in 
Bahasa Indonesia, and those portions of his re-
marks were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement Between the United 
States of America and the Republic 
of Indonesia 
November 20, 2006 

President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono and 
President George W. Bush today reaffirmed 
the strength and vitality of the bilateral rela-
tionship between Indonesia and the United 
States, and reviewed the highly positive de-
velopment of U.S-Indonesia relations over 
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the past two years. The two Presidents recog-
nized the special and enduring bonds be-
tween the two countries and their people, 
demonstrated recently by the close coopera-
tion following the devastating tsunami in 
Aceh and Hurricane Katrina. President Bush 
expressed his admiration for the resilience 
and determination of the Indonesian people 
and government in rebuilding areas affected 
by the earthquake in Yogyakarta and Central 
Java. 

The two Presidents reaffirmed that Indo-
nesia and the United States are bound by 
a broad-based democratic partnership based 
on equality, mutual respect, common inter-
ests and shared values of freedom, pluralism 
and tolerance. The Presidents committed 
themselves to broadening and deepening 
such partnership. 

President Bush congratulated Indonesia 
on the successful signing and implementation 
of a Memorandum of Understanding that has 
brought peace to the province of Aceh, and 
renewed the United States’ firm support for 
Indonesia’s peace-building efforts in Aceh. 
President Bush also re-emphasized the 
United States’ strong support for Indonesia’s 
national unity and territorial integrity, and 
opposition to secessionist movements in any 
part of Indonesia. President Bush stressed 
the importance of a united, democratic, plu-
ralistic and prosperous Indonesia to the re-
gion and beyond. 

President Bush congratulated President 
Yudhoyono on signing an agreement with the 
Millennium Challenge Corporation for a $55 
million Threshold program, noting that it 
represents a resounding endorsement of 
President Yudhoyono’s anti-corruption pro-
gram and ‘‘pro-growth, pro-job, and pro- 
poor’’ economic strategy. President Bush ex-
pressed confidence that the threshold pro-
gram will have a transformative effect on In-
donesia’s development and international 
competitiveness. 

Noting the strength and importance of 
educational and cultural links, the Presidents 
reviewed the excellent work being done 
through the US$157 million U.S-Indonesia 
Education Initiative on basic education, the 
cornerstone of U.S. assistance to Indonesia 
and a symbol of our forward-looking partner-
ship. The Presidents highlighted the impor-

tance of education for democracy, tolerance 
and economic progress and reaffirmed their 
commitment to working together to revitalize 
their cooperation in education. The Presi-
dents also expressed their desire to encour-
age more people-to-people contacts through 
travel, educational exchanges, and tourism 
between Indonesia and the United States. 

President Yudhoyono and President Bush 
noted with satisfaction the continuing devel-
opment of U.S-Indonesia economic and 
trade relations. They welcomed the strong 
support by APEC Leaders for the conclusion 
of an ambitious Doha Round agreement and 
noted their joint commitment to do every-
thing possible to realize the development 
goals of the Doha negotiations. President 
Yudhoyono briefed President Bush on his 
government’s program to strengthen the in-
vestment climate by improving infrastruc-
ture, reducing red tape, enhancing the rule 
of law and respect for contracts. They wel-
comed a number of positive developments 
since their May 2005 meeting in Washington 
DC, including: 

• The establishment of the ASEAN-U.S. 
Enhanced Partnership; 

• Signing of a U.S.-ASEAN Trade and In-
vestment Framework Arrangement 
(TIFA); 

• The June 2006 extension of U.S. Ex-
port-Import Bank coverage to private 
Indonesian corporations for the first 
time since 1998; 

• The upgrading of Indonesia from the 
Special 301 Priority Watch List in No-
vember 2006 based on steps to improve 
intellectual property rights enforce-
ment; and 

• The strengthening of our dialogue 
through our bilateral Trade and Invest-
ment Framework Agreement (TIFA) to 
further promote and facilitate trade and 
investment. 

The Presidents praised two recently signed 
MOUs, one on Cooperation in Trade in Tex-
tile and Apparel Goods and another on Com-
bating Illegal Logging and Associated Trade 
in the context of the TIFA between the two 
countries. They also applauded the resump-
tion of cooperation and capacity building ac-
tivities between the U.S. Forest Service and 
the Indonesian Ministry of Forestry. 
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The two Presidents discussed the grave 
threat posed by Avian Influenza (AI), and 
President Yudhoyono reiterated his Govern-
ment’s firm commitment to combating its 
spread. He briefed President Bush on Indo-
nesia’s completion of a unified national re-
sponse plan, increase in the AI budget for 
2007, and active participation in the Inter-
national Partnership on Avian and Pandemic 
Influenza. President Bush announced the 
United States would increase its AI assistance 
to Indonesia to expand animal surveillance 
and response efforts and strengthen nation- 
wide public awareness. President Bush con-
firmed that the U.S. Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention and Animal and 
Plant Health Inspection Service would assign 
permanent staff to Indonesia to build more 
effective partnerships with their counterparts 
in Indonesia. President Yudhoyono thanked 
President Bush for the United States’ work 
in support of the Indonesian Ministry of 
Health’s efforts to identify human AI cases 
and investigate AI outbreaks. The two Presi-
dents stressed the imperative of continued 
and enhanced cooperation between Indo-
nesian and American health workers and 
medical scientists to fight infectious diseases, 
including through the Naval Medical Re-
search Unit (NAMRU–2), which has been in 
operation since 1968. They agreed that nego-
tiations to extend the research work of 
NAMRU–2 should be expedited. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
reviewed the expanding partnership between 
the U.S. and Indonesia in the area of disaster 
management, emergency preparedness, and 
mitigation. The two Presidents noted the 
steady progress on constructing the west 
coast road in Aceh Province that will restore 
communication and economic links to com-
munities that were devastated by the tsu-
nami, and agreed on the importance of expe-
diting land acquisition so that the road can 
be completed on schedule. President Bush 
applauded the significant progress made in 
reconstructing Aceh, paving the way for sus-
tained peace and economic growth. Presi-
dent Bush and President Yudhoyono also 
welcomed the recent agreement between 
their two governments to cooperate on the 
development of a tsunami early warning sys-

tem that will safeguard Indonesia’s tsunami- 
prone areas by 2009. 

The two leaders noted the tremendous op-
portunities for cooperation between Indo-
nesia and the United States in the areas of 
alternative fuels and environmental protec-
tion. President Yudhoyono briefed President 
Bush on his ambitious biofuel development 
initiative and the Presidents endorsed the 
U.S.-Indonesia Energy Policy Dialogue as a 
forum to discuss ways and means to acquire 
clean and safe alternative energy, including 
biofuels. 

As the leaders of two nations which have 
both suffered terrorist attacks on their soil, 
the two leaders reaffirmed their solidarity in 
defeating the scourge of terrorism. Both 
Presidents expressed satisfaction at the suc-
cessful arrest and conviction in Indonesia of 
suspects involved in the 2002 incident in 
Timika, and agreed to begin negotiations to-
ward a Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty. 

President Bush and President Yudhoyono 
discussed a broad range of regional and glob-
al security issues. President Bush and Presi-
dent Yudhoyono welcomed the successful 
restoration of bilateral military ties, and 
pledged to make such ties sustainable and 
mutually beneficial in the support of peace 
and stability. They agreed that such ties 
would be primarily targeted at increasing co-
ordination on disaster relief, exchanges and 
training on the role of militaries in demo-
cratic societies, increasing mutual profes-
sional development and enhancing regional 
and maritime security. They agreed to ex-
plore the possibility of a Status of Forces 
Agreement. 

President Bush congratulated Indonesia 
on its election as a non-permanent member 
of the United Nations Security Council. Both 
Presidents pledged to work closely together 
on issues before the Council in order to 
maintain international peace and security, es-
pecially the challenge posed by North Ko-
rea’s nuclear weapons program. President 
Bush applauded Indonesia’s participation in 
maintaining peace in southern Lebanon by 
volunteering forces to join UNIFIL. The two 
Presidents also discussed the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, and both Presidents stressed their 
support for the establishment of a viable, 
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independent, democratic and sovereign Pal-
estine state that would live side by side in 
peace with Israel. 

The two Presidents stressed the impor-
tance of inter-civilizational and inter-faith 
dialogues. The two Presidents expressed 
their concern to see growing religious intol-
erance in some parts of the world and their 
common desire to work against it. President 
Bush expressed great admiration and respect 
for Indonesia’s long history of religious toler-
ance and moderate Islamic thought. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks to the Troops at Hickam Air 
Force Base in Honolulu, Hawaii 
November 21, 2006 

Thank you all. Admiral, thanks for the in-
troduction. Thanks for the warm breakfast, 
and thanks for the good view. I appreciate 
the tight ship you run here. And I thank you 
all very much for serving our country. 

Laura and I are honored to be with you. 
We’re honored to say thanks on behalf of a 
grateful nation. And I’m pleased to tell you 
that the work you’re doing will lead to peace 
for generations to come. 

You serve at a time when we witness an 
ideological struggle between those who love 
freedom and those who hate freedom. And 
the outcome of this struggle will determine 
how your children and grandchildren live. 
And I’m determined, like you are deter-
mined, that freedom prevails. 

Today we saw again the vicious face of 
those who oppose freedom. We strongly con-
demn the assassination today in Lebanon of 
Pierre Gemayel, who was a minister in the 
Government of Prime Minister Siniora. We 
support the Siniora Government and its de-
mocracy, and we support the Lebanese peo-
ple’s desire to live in peace. And we support 
their efforts to defend their democracy 
against attempts by Syria, Iran, and allies, to 
foment instability and violence in that impor-
tant country. 

I call for a full investigation of the murder 
to identify those people and those forces be-
hind the killing. We call on the international 
community to support Prime Minister 

Siniora’s Government. And one clear way to 
do so is for the United Nations Security 
Council to take all remaining steps needed 
to establish a special tribunal concerning the 
assassination of former Prime Minister Hariri 
and to assure that those behind that killing, 
and others that followed, are brought to jus-
tice. I strongly believe the United Nations 
Security Council ought to act today. For the 
sake of peace, the free world must reject 
those who undermine young democracies 
and murder in the name of their hateful ide-
ology. 

I want to thank our Secretary of State for 
joining us. You know, one of the jobs of the 
President is to surround himself with smart, 
capable, strong people—and I have done so 
in Condoleezza Rice. 

I also did so at the altar. [Laughter] And 
I’m pleased Laura is here as well. We’re on 
our way back home after a trip in Southeast 
Asia. I had meetings in Singapore and Indo-
nesia, as well as a meeting at the Asia-Pacific 
Economic Cooperation in Vietnam. And 
they’re important meetings. It gave me a 
chance to discuss with leaders from the Pa-
cific region about our common threats: the 
common threat of terrorism; the common 
threat of pandemic outbreaks; and the com-
mon threat of North Korea’s nuclear weap-
ons program. 

I told them that the United States of 
America remains committed to Asia because 
we have key economic and national security 
interests in the region. It’s in our national 
interests that we be involved in the Asia-Pa-
cific region. And the Pacific Command bares 
the primary responsibility for defending our 
interests in that part of the world. You rep-
resent the oldest and largest unified com-
mand in the United States military. You 
cover an area that spans more than half of 
the surface area of the Earth. You’ve got a 
really important job, and I’m here to thank 
you for doing a good job. 

You serve freedom’s cause in a lot of ways. 
When you help deliver humanitarian relief 
to victims of natural disasters, you serve free-
dom’s cause. When you fight terrorists wher-
ever we find them, you serve freedom’s 
cause. Every branch of our military is playing 
a vital role. The Army and Marine Corps 
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have deployed thousands of soldiers and ma-
rines to Afghanistan and to Iraq. You’ve been 
joined by units from Hawaii’s Army and Air 
National Guard. 

Earlier this year, the Pacific fleet con-
ducted one of the largest multinational mari-
time exercises in the world, involving 8 na-
tions, 35 ships, 180 aircraft, and 19,000 per-
sonnel. You serve freedom’s cause when you 
help others be able to defend themselves. 
You serve freedom’s cause when you help 
young democracies fight off the extremists 
who try to impose their hateful vision of the 
world. What happens in Asia-Pacific matters 
to America’s security here at home. 

The Air Force has brought humanitarian 
aid to victims in earthquakes and typhoons. 
You provided airlift support to places like 
East Timor. The Coast Guard works closely 
with China as part of an effort to improve 
enforcement of laws against maritime drug 
traffickers. 

Some of the troops from this command 
who were deployed to combat operations in 
Iraq and Afghanistan didn’t come home. We 
remember their courage; we pray for their 
families and loved ones left behind, and we 
resolve to honor their sacrifice by completing 
the missions for which they gave their lives. 

The men and women who wear the uni-
form are the best that America has to offer. 
You belong to the finest Armed Forces the 
world has ever known. I appreciate the fact 
that you have volunteered to wear our uni-
form in these troubled times, that you have 
volunteered knowing the dangers into which 
you might be sent. It’s an incredible country 
when people of character stand up and say, 
‘‘I want to serve something greater than my 
self-interests.’’ 

I want to thank you for your sacrifice. I 
particularly thank your families for joining 
you in this noble cause. We’ll succeed, and 
when we do, generations of Americans will 
look back on this period and say, ‘‘Thank God 
the United States had such men and women 
of character at the beginning of the 21st cen-
tury.’’ 

God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 7:45 a.m. in the 
Officers Club. In his remarks, he referred to Adm. 
William J. Fallon, USN, commander, U.S. Pacific 

Command; and Prime Minister Fuad Siniora of 
Lebanon. 

Statement on the Assassination of 
Minister of Industry Pierre Gemayel 
of Lebanon 
November 21, 2006 

Today’s assassination of Lebanese Industry 
Minister Pierre Gemayel shows yet again the 
viciousness of those who are trying to desta-
bilize that country. 

The United States remains fully com-
mitted to supporting Lebanon’s independ-
ence and democracy in the face of attempts 
by Syria, Iran, and their allies within Leb-
anon to foment instability and violence. Syr-
ia’s refusal to cease and desist from its con-
tinuing efforts to destabilize Lebanon’s 
democratically elected Government is a re-
peated violation of United Nations Security 
Council Resolutions 1559 and 1701. The 
United States will continue its efforts with 
allied nations and democratic forces in Leb-
anon to resist these efforts and protect Leb-
anon’s sovereignty and democratic institu-
tions. 

We urge the U.N. Security Council and 
the Secretary-General today to take the re-
maining steps needed to establish the special 
tribunal for Lebanon that will try those ac-
cused of involvement in the assassination of 
former Prime Minister Hariri, and to ensure 
that that tribunal can also bring to justice 
those responsible for related assassinations, 
assassination attempts, and other terrorist at-
tacks. We also demand that Syria treat Leb-
anon as a genuinely sovereign neighbor, es-
tablishing full diplomatic relations with Leb-
anon, and delineating its border with that 
country including, in particular, in the Shab’a 
Farms area, through a bilateral agreement. 

Joint Statement by President George 
W. Bush and Prime Minister Nuri 
al-Maliki of Iraq 
November 21, 2006 

We are pleased to announce that we will 
meet in Amman, Jordan, on November 29– 
30 to continue our consultations on building 
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* White House correction. 

security and stability in Iraq. We will focus 
our discussion on current developments in 
Iraq, progress made to date in the delibera-
tions of the high-level Joint Committee on 
Transferring Security Responsibility, and the 
role of the region in supporting Iraq. We 
would like to express our gratitude to His 
Majesty King Abdullah II of the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan, who has graciously of-
fered to host our consultations. We look for-
ward to meeting with His Majesty in Amman. 

We reiterate our common commitment to 
building the foundations of a peaceful, demo-
cratic, secure, and unified Iraq, and to 
strengthening the partnership between our 
two nations. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks at the Thanksgiving Turkey 
Presentation Ceremony 
November 22, 2006 

Good morning. Thanks for coming. Wel-
come to the Rose Garden. I appreciate being 
up here with Mike Briggs and Alice Johnson 
of the National Turkey Federation, and I 
thank you for bringing along our feathery 
guest. [Laughter] We’re glad you’re here. 
Mike, thanks for bringing your family as well. 

The name of the National Thanksgiving 
Turkey has been chosen by online voting at 
the White House web site. By the decision 
of the voters, this turkey is going to be called 
Flyer. And there’s always a backup bird, just 
in case the guest of honor can’t perform his 
duties, and the backup bird’s name is Fryer. 
[Laughter] Probably better to be called Flyer 
than Fryer. 

These birds were hatched on a farm in 
Missouri and raised there by Matthew Nutt 
and his mom and dad, Carol [Donna] * and 
Lynn, and we’re glad you all are here. Thanks 
for coming. They did a fine job of raising 
these birds. 

I also welcome the Girl Scouts who’ve 
joined us. Thanks for coming—yes, I’m glad 
you’re here. These are troops from Virginia 
and Maryland and Washington, DC. And we 
thank you for being in scouting, and we thank 

your scout masters and your parents for set-
ting such a good example for you. 

We’re here in the Rose Garden. This is 
a place where Barney likes to hang out. Bar-
ney is my dog. And he likes to chase a soccer 
ball here. He came out a little early, as did 
Flyer, and instead of chasing the soccer ball, 
he chased the bird. [Laughter] And it kind 
of made the turkey nervous. See, the turkey 
was already nervous to begin with. Nobody 
has told him yet about the pardon I’m about 
to give him. [Laughter] 

Tomorrow is our day of thanksgiving. It’s 
a national observance first proclaimed by 
George Washington. In our journey across 
the centuries from a few tiny settlements to 
a prosperous and powerful nation, Americans 
have always been a grateful people, and we 
are this year as well. We’re grateful for our 
beautiful land. We’re grateful for a harvest 
big enough to feed us all, plus much of the 
world. We’re grateful for our freedom. We’re 
grateful for our families, and we’re grateful 
for life itself. 

So on Thanksgiving Day, we gather with 
loved ones and we lift our hearts toward 
heaven in humility and gratitude. As we 
count our blessings, Americans also share our 
blessings. We’re a generous country. We’re 
filled with caring citizens who reach out to 
others, people who’ve heard the universal 
call to love a neighbor as we want to be loved 
ourself. On Thanksgiving and every day of 
the year, Americans live out of a spirit of 
compassion and care, and I thank you for 
that. It’s the spirit that moves men and 
women to be mentors to the young, to be 
scout leaders, to be helpers of the elderly, 
to be comforters of the lonely and those who 
are left out. 

We love our country, and the greatest ex-
ample of that devotion is the citizen who 
steps forward to defend our Nation from 
harm. The members of our military have set 
aside their own comfort and convenience and 
safety to protect the rest of us. Their courage 
keeps us free. Their sacrifice makes us grate-
ful, and their character makes us proud. Es-
pecially during the holidays, our whole Na-
tion keeps them and their families in our 
thoughts and prayers. 

And now to the ceremonial task of the day. 
Why don’t we have a look at Flyer? There 
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you go. I think Flyer heard Barney barking 
over there. [Laughter] It’s a fine looking bird, 
isn’t it? Flyer is probably wondering where 
he’s going to wind up tomorrow. He’s prob-
ably thinking he’s going to end up on some-
body’s table. Well, I’m happy to report that 
he and Fryer both have many tomorrows 
ahead of them. This morning I am grateful— 
I am granting a full Presidential pardon so 
they can live out their lives as safe as can 
be. 

In fact, it gets even better. Later today 
Flyer and Fryer will be on a plane to 
Disneyland—[laughter]—where they’re 
going to achieve further celebrity as the hon-
orary grand marshal of the Thanksgiving Day 
Parade. 

Thank you all for coming. God bless, and 
happy Thanksgiving. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:22 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Mike Briggs, chairman, and Alice 
L. Johnson, president, National Turkey Federa-
tion. 

Presidential Determination on 
Waiving Prohibition on United States 
Military Assistance With Respect to 
Comoros and Saint Kitts and Nevis 
November 22, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–04 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Presidential Determination on 
Waiving Prohibition on United States 
Military Assistance With Respect to Comoros 
and Saint Kitts and Nevis 

Consistent with the authority vested in me 
by section 2007 of the American 
Servicemembers’ Protection Act of 2002 (the 
‘‘Act’’), title II of Public Law 107–206 (22 
U.S.C. 7421 et seq.), I hereby: 

• Determine that Comoros and Saint 
Kitts and Nevis have each entered into 
an agreement with the United States 
pursuant to Article 98 of the Rome Stat-
ute preventing the International Crimi-
nal Court from proceeding against U.S. 
personnel present in such countries; 
and 

• Waive the prohibition of section 2007(a) 
of the Act with respect to these coun-
tries for as long as such agreements re-
main in force. 

You are authorized and directed to report 
this determination to the Congress, and to 
arrange for its publication in the Federal Reg-
ister. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this memorandum. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

November 18 
In the morning, at the Sheraton Hanoi in 

Hanoi, Vietnam, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. Later, at the International 
Convention Center, he met with leaders of 
the Association of Southeast Asian Nations. 

Later in the morning, the President visited 
the Joint POW/MIA Accounting Command. 
Then, at the Sheraton Hanoi, he greeted U.S. 
Embassy personnel and their families. 

In the afternoon, at the National Con-
ference Center, the President participated in 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Leaders’ Retreat I. Later, he partici-
pated in the APEC Leaders’ Dialogue with 
the APEC Business Advisory Council. 

In the evening, at the National Convention 
Center, the President and Mrs. Bush at-
tended a gala dinner and cultural perform-
ance. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michael W. Tankersley to be In-
spector-General of the Export-Import Bank. 

November 19 
In the morning, at the National Con-

ference Center, the President participated in 
the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation 
(APEC) Leaders’ Retreat II. 
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In the afternoon, the President partici-
pated in the APEC Leaders’ official lunch 
and the APEC Leaders’ official photograph. 
Later, he participated in the APEC Leaders’ 
Declaration. He and Mrs. Bush then traveled 
to Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam. 

November 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he greeted U.S. Em-
bassy personnel and their families. He then 
toured the Ho Chi Minh City Securities 
Trading Center. 

Later in the morning, at the Pasteur Insti-
tute, the President and Mrs. Bush partici-
pated in a briefing on HIV/AIDS and avian 
influenza. They then visited the Ho Chi 
Minh City History Museum. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Jakarta, Indonesia, where, 
upon arrival at Halim Perdanakusuma Inter-
national Airport, they greeted U.S. Embassy 
personnel and their families. Later, they trav-
eled to Bogor, Indonesia. Then, at the Bogor 
Palace, the President participated in a discus-
sion with civic leaders. 

In the evening, the President and Presi-
dent Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of Indo-
nesia participated in an education event 
hosted by President Yudhoyono’s wife, 
Kristiani Herawati, and Mrs. Bush. Later, he 
and Mrs. Bush had dinner with President 
Yudhoyono and Mrs. Herawati. 

Later in the evening, the President and 
Mrs. Bush traveled to Honolulu, HI, crossing 
the international dateline and arriving in the 
evening. Upon arrival, they had dinner with 
Adm. William J. Fallon, USN, commander, 
U.S. Pacific Command, and his wife, Mary. 

November 21 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at the Officers Club 
at Hickam Air Force Base, he and Mrs. Bush 
had breakfast with military personnel. Later, 
at the Nimitz-MacArthur Conference Cen-
ter, he participated in a briefing by Adm. 
William J. Fallon, USN, commander, U.S. 
Pacific Command. 

Later in the morning, the President and 
Mrs. Bush returned to Washington, DC, ar-
riving in the evening. 

November 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. 
The White House announced that the 

President will welcome President Oscar Arias 
Sanchez of Costa Rica to the White House 
on December 6. 

November 23 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had several 
Thanksgiving holiday telephone conversa-
tions with members of the U.S. military. 

November 24 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released November 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a press briefing by National Se-
curity Adviser Stephen J. Hadley 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President’s acceptance of the recommenda-
tion of the Committee on Foreign Invest-
ment in the United States on the proposed 
merger of Lucent Technologies, Inc., and 
Alcatel 
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Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that on November 17 the President signed 
H.R. 6326 and H.J. Res. 100 

Released November 19 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser for International Eco-
nomic Affairs David H. McCormick 

Fact sheet: Asia-Pacific Economic Coopera-
tion (APEC) 2006 

Released November 21 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Tony Snow and National Security Ad-
viser Stephen J. Hadley 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by National Security Council Senior Director 
for European Affairs Judy Ansley on the 
President’s trip to Estonia and Latvia and the 
NATO summit 

Transcript of a teleconference press briefing 
by Council of Economic Advisers Chairman 
Edward P. Lazear on the administration’s up-
dated economic forecast 

Released November 22 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
President Oscar Arias Sanchez of Costa Rica 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved November 17 

H.R. 6326 / Public Law 109–368 
To clarify the provision of nutrition services 
to older Americans 

H.J. Res. 100 / Public Law 109–369 
Making further continuing appropriations for 
the fiscal year 2007, and for other purposes 
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