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Week Ending Friday, December 1, 2006 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 25, 2006 

Good morning. This week Americans 
across our Nation gather with loved ones to 
give thanks for the many blessings we share. 
We’re grateful for our friends and families, 
who fill our lives with meaning and purpose. 
We’re grateful to live in a land of plenty and 
during a time of great prosperity. And we’re 
grateful to Almighty God for the freedom to 
enjoy all these gifts. 

Every Thanksgiving we remember the 
story of the Pilgrims who came to America 
in search of a better life and religious free-
dom. Much has changed in the four centuries 
since these humble settlers landed at Plym-
outh Rock. While they were only a shivering 
few, we are now a strong and growing nation 
of more than 300 million. And the desire for 
freedom that led the Pilgrims to the New 
World still guides our Nation today. 

Americans believe that every person has 
the right to live, work, and worship in free-
dom. And we’re thankful to the men and 
women of our Nation’s Armed Forces who 
risk their lives to protect those rights. This 
Thanksgiving we are mindful that many of 
our finest citizens are spending the holiday 
far from their homes and loved ones, and 
we know that their service makes it possible 
for us to live in freedom. 

On Tuesday I had the chance to visit our 
troops and their families at Hickam Air Force 
Base in Honolulu, Hawaii. Our 
servicemembers there have deployed around 
the world—to fight the terrorists in Afghani-
stan and Iraq, conduct important maritime 
exercises in the Pacific, help deliver humani-
tarian aid to the victims of disaster, and fight 
drug trafficking. I told the men and women 
at the base that we’re grateful for their brav-

ery and service and that we will never forget 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. 

One American who made the ultimate sac-
rifice was Marine Corporal Jason Dunham. 
Two-and-a-half years ago in Iraq, Corporal 
Dunham gave his life when he threw himself 
on top of an enemy grenade and absorbed 
the blast. His selfless act saved the lives of 
two of his fellow marines, and earlier this 
month, I announced that our Nation will rec-
ognize Corporal Dunham with our highest 
decoration for valor, the Medal of Honor. 

Corporal Dunham’s friends remember 
him as the kind of guy who would do any-
thing for you; his superiors remember him 
as a model marine; and a grateful Nation will 
forever remember him as one of America’s 
most valiant heroes. This Thanksgiving our 
thoughts and prayers are with his family and 
with all military families, especially those 
mourning the loss of a loved one. 

During this holiday season, we also think 
of those still working to recover from the dev-
astating hurricanes that struck our Nation last 
year. We are grateful to the armies of com-
passion who rallied to bring food, water, and 
hope to those who had lost everything, and 
we renew our commitment to help those who 
are still suffering and to rebuild our Nation’s 
gulf coast. 

Thanksgiving reminds us that the true 
strength of our Nation is the compassion and 
decency of our people. And as we count our 
blessings, we remember that those blessings 
are meant to be shared. I encourage all 
Americans to look for a way to help those 
in need—from tutoring a child to working 
in a shelter to giving a hand to a neighbor. 
I thank all those Americans who volunteer 
this season, and Laura and I wish every 
American a safe and happy holiday. 
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Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 11:20 a.m. 
on November 22 in the Cabinet Room at the 
White House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on No-
vember 25. The transcript was made available by 
the Office of the Press Secretary on November 
24 but was embargoed for release until the broad-
cast. The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language transcript of this ad-
dress. 

Statement on the Deaths of Frank 
Madla, Mary Cruz, and Aleena 
Jimenez 
November 26, 2006 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
deaths of Frank Madla, his mother-in-law, 
Mary Cruz, and his granddaughter, Aleena 
Jimenez. Frank was a dedicated public serv-
ant who devoted more than three decades 
of his life to serving his State and all its peo-
ple in the Texas house and senate. Frank 
never hesitated to reach across party lines 
to do what was best for his fellow Texans, 
and I was proud to work with him when I 
was Governor. Texas has lost a fine man. 
Laura and I pray for the full and speedy re-
covery of Frank’s wife, Helen. We send our 
deepest sympathies to the entire family for 
their loss. 

Statement on the Death of Police 
Officer Steve Favela 
November 26, 2006 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of Officer Steve Favela of the Hono-
lulu Police Department. Officer Favela died 
from injuries he suffered while protecting us 
during our visit to Hawaii. We send our con-
dolences to his wife, Barbara, his entire fam-
ily, and his fellow law enforcement officers. 
We pray that God will comfort them and that 
their friends and loved ones will sustain them 
in this difficult time. 

Officer Favela risked his life every day to 
protect the people of his community. In this 
time of great sadness, we give thanks for his 
life of service. 

Proclamation 8086—National 
Methamphetamine Awareness Day, 
2006 
November 27, 2006 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Methamphetamine abuse shatters families 

and threatens our communities. On National 
Methamphetamine Awareness Day, we un-
derscore the dangers of methamphetamine 
and reaffirm our collective responsibility to 
combat all forms of drug abuse. 

Methamphetamine is a powerfully addict-
ive drug that dramatically affects users’ 
minds and bodies. Chronic use can lead to 
violent behavior, paranoia, and an inability 
to cope with the ordinary demands of life. 
Methamphetamine abusers can transform 
homes into places of danger and despair by 
neglecting or endangering the lives of their 
children, spouses, and other loved ones. Ad-
ditionally, methamphetamine production ex-
poses anyone near the process to toxic chemi-
cals and the risk of explosion. 

My Administration is committed to fight-
ing the spread of methamphetamine abuse 
throughout our country. While the number 
of teens who have tried this deadly drug and 
the number of people testing positive for 
methamphetamine in the workplace have de-
creased in recent years, methamphetamine 
use is still a dangerous public health prob-
lem. In the Synthetic Drug Control Strategy 
released earlier this year, my Administration 
set goals of a 15 percent decrease in meth-
amphetamine use and 25 percent reduction 
in domestic methamphetamine labs over the 
next 3 years. To help reach these objectives, 
my proposed 2007 budget includes $25 mil-
lion to help ensure that Americans have ac-
cess to effective methamphetamine abuse re-
covery services and programs. Earlier this 
year, I also signed into law the Combat 
Methamphetamine Epidemic Act of 2005, 
which makes manufacturing the drug more 
difficult and imposes tougher penalties on 
those who smuggle or sell it. 

The struggle against methamphetamine is 
a national, State, and local effort. To find out 
how to raise awareness and to learn more 
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