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how much the Commander in Chief respects 
them, admires them, and supports them. 

So welcome to the White House. We’re 
glad you’re here. And now I’m going to intro-
duce my wife, Laura Bush. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the First Lady. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Chairman Abdul Aziz Al-Hakim of 
the Supreme Council for the Islamic 
Revolution in Iraq 
December 4, 2006 

President Bush. Your Eminence, wel-
come back to the Oval Office. This is the 
second opportunity I’ve had to meet with one 
of the distinguished leaders of a free Iraq. 
This is a man whose family suffered unbeliev-
able violence at the hands of the dictator, 
Saddam Hussein. He lost nearly 60 family 
members, and yet rather than being bitter, 
he’s involved with helping the new Govern-
ment succeed. 

We talked about a lot of important issues. 
I appreciate so very much His Eminence’s 
commitment to a unity government. I as-
sured him the United States supports his 
work and the work of the Prime Minister to 
unify the country. Part of unifying Iraq is for 
the elected leaders and society leaders to re-
ject the extremists that are trying to stop the 
advance of this young democracy. I appre-
ciated very much His Eminence’s strong po-
sition against the murder of innocent life. 

We talked about the need to give the Gov-
ernment of Iraq more capability as quickly 
as possible, so that the elected Government 
of Iraq can do that which the Iraqi people 
want, which is to secure their country from 
the extremists and murderers. I told His Em-
inence that I was proud of the courage of 
the Iraqi people. I told him that we’re not 
satisfied with the pace of progress in Iraq, 
and that we want to continue to work with 
the sovereign Government of Iraq to accom-
plish our mutual objectives, which is a free 
country that can govern itself, sustain itself, 
and defend itself—a free country which will 

serve as an ally in the war against the extrem-
ists and radicals and terrorists. 

So, Your Eminence, welcome back. Thank 
you for the very constructive conversation we 
had. 

Chairman Hakim. In the name of God, 
the merciful, the passionate, and blessing 
upon Prophet Mohammed and his purified 
family and his loyal companions. My meeting 
with President Bush today emerges from our 
shared commitment towards continued dia-
log and consultation among us and also on 
the basis of our conviction that the Iraqi issue 
is a mutual interest. It’s an issue that requires 
coordination between the two sides in a way 
that concerns both of us politically and from 
a security point of view and economic point 
of view as well. 

Therefore, our conversation today focused 
on ways to advance the work of the Iraqi 
Government, the elected Government, as 
well as to advance the whole situation in Iraq 
and move it forward. Also, we have discussed 
ways in order to provide all the necessities 
that the Iraqi Armed Forces will need, in 
terms of armament, in terms of trainings, in 
order to be in a position to assume the secu-
rity file. 

The Iraqi situation is being subjected to 
a great deal of defamation, and the true pic-
ture is not being presented in order to show 
a dark side of what’s happening in Iraq. We 
see the attempts to defame and distort the 
situation in Iraq, not taking into consider-
ation the democratic steps that that country 
has taken, writing the Constitution and estab-
lishing a state that depends heavily on the 
Constitution, that it is unified and that it is 
strong. There are attempts to show the sec-
tarian strife in an attempt to weaken the posi-
tion in Iraq. 

The U.S. interests, the Iraqi interests, the 
regional interests, they are all linked. There-
fore, it is very important when we deal with 
this issue, we look at the interests of the Iraqi 
people. If we don’t, this whole issue could 
backfire and could harm the interests of the 
region, the United States, and Iraq as well. 

Therefore, we believe that the Iraqi issue 
should be solved by the Iraqis with the help 
of friends everywhere. But we reject any at-
tempts to have a regional or international 
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role in solving the Iraqi issue. We cannot by-
pass the political process. Iraq should be in 
a position to solve Iraqi problems. We wel-
come any effort that could enhance the 
democratic reality in Iraq and protect the 
constitutional role of that state. 

We have gone a long way to establish a 
democratic and pluralistic society in Iraq. We 
have given a great deal of sacrifice toward 
achieving that objective. We cherish all the 
sacrifices that took place for the liberation 
and the freedom of Iraq, sacrifices by the 
Iraqi people, as well as friendly nations, and 
on top of that list, sacrifices by the Ameri-
cans. We have now an elected government 
in Iraq, a government that it is so determined 
to combat both violence and terror, a govern-
ment that it is—strongly believes in the unity 
of that government and of that country and 
the society, a government that deals and will 
deal with all the sources of terrorism regard-
less where they come from. 

We will work very hard and seek all forms 
of cooperation at the international level and 
the regional level in order to defeat ter-
rorism, that it is trying to use Iraq as a base 
in order to sabotage the future of that nation. 

Thank you very much, Mr. President, for 
allowing me this opportunity to meet with 
you. I would like to take this opportunity also 
to thank the American people and their sym-
pathy toward Iraq, those who helped Iraq to 
get rid of a brutal dictatorship and to enjoy 
freedom and liberties. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:26 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former President Saddam Hussein 
and Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki of Iraq. Chair-
man Hakim spoke in Arabic, and his remarks were 
translated by an interpreter. 

Remarks on the Resignation of 
John R. Bolton as United States 
Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations 
December 4, 2006 

The President. I received the resignation 
of Ambassador John Bolton. I accepted; I’m 
not happy about it. I think he deserved to 
be confirmed. And the reason why I think 

he deserved to be confirmed is because I 
know he did a fabulous job for the country. 

And I want to thank you and Gretchen for 
serving in a very important position, and 
doing so in a way that a lot of Americans 
really appreciate, John. We’re going to miss 
you in this administration. You’ve been a stal-
wart defender of freedom and peace. You’ve 
been strong in your advocacy for human 
rights and human dignity. You’ve done every-
thing that can be expected for an Ambas-
sador. 

And I accept your letter, and I wish you 
and Gretchen all the very best. 

Ambassador Bolton. Many thanks. 
The President. Thank you. Thanks for 

serving. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:49 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gretchen Bolton, wife of Ambas-
sador Bolton. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also made available Ambassador Bolton’s letter of 
resignation. 

Statement on the Resignation of 
John R. Bolton as United States 
Permanent Representative to the 
United Nations 
December 4, 2006 

It is with deep regret that I accept John 
Bolton’s decision to end his service in the 
administration as Permanent Representative 
of the United States to the United Nations 
when his commission expires. 

Over a year ago, I appointed Ambassador 
Bolton because I knew he would represent 
America’s values and effectively confront dif-
ficult problems at the United Nations. He 
served his country with extraordinary dedica-
tion and skill, assembling coalitions that ad-
dressed some of the most consequential 
issues facing the international community. 
During his tenure, he articulately advocated 
the positions and values of the United States 
and advanced the expansion of democracy 
and liberty. 

Ambassador Bolton led the successful ne-
gotiations that resulted in unanimous Secu-
rity Council resolutions regarding North Ko-
rea’s military and nuclear activities. He built 
consensus among our allies on the need for 
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