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Malaria; Margaret Chan, director-general-elect, 
World Health Organization; and Ann M. 
Veneman, executive director, United Nations 
Children’s Fund. 

Executive Order 13418— 
Amendment to Executive Order 
13317, Volunteers for Prosperity 
December 14, 2006 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to add com-
bating malaria as one of the objectives of the 
global prosperity agenda, it is hereby ordered 
that section 1(a) of Executive Order 13317 
of September 25, 2003, is amended by: 

(a) striking ‘‘, and stemming the spread 
of HIV/AIDS.’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘, stemming the spread of 
HIV/AIDS and controlling malaria.’’; 
and 

(b) striking ‘‘, and the Middle East Part-
nership Initiative.’’ and inserting in 
lieu thereof ‘‘, the Middle East Part-
nership Initiative, and the President’s 
Malaria Initiative.’’. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
December 14, 2006. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 15, 2006] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on December 18. 

Memorandum on Determination 
Pursuant to Section 2(c)(1) of the 
Migration and Refugee Assistance 
Act of 1962, as Amended 
December 14, 2006 

Presidential Determination No. 2007–08 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Determination Pursuant to Section 
2(c)(1) of the Migration and Refugee 
Assistance Act of 1962, as Amended 

Pursuant to section 2(c)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962, as 

amended, 22 U.S.C. 2601(c)(1), I hereby de-
termine that it is important to the national 
interest that up to $5.215 million be made 
available from the U.S. Emergency Refugee 
and Migration Assistance Fund for the pur-
pose of meeting unexpected urgent refugee 
and migration needs resulting from conflicts 
in Somalia and Sri Lanka. These funds may 
be used, as appropriate, to provide contribu-
tions to international, governmental, and 
nongovernmental organizations and, as nec-
essary, for administrative expenses of the Bu-
reau of Population, Refugees, and Migration. 

You are authorized and directed to inform 
the appropriate committees of the Congress 
of this determination and the obligation of 
funds under this authority and to publish this 
determination in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 15. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Presidential Medal of Freedom 
December 15, 2006 

The President. Please be seated. Thank 
you all for coming. Welcome. Mr. Vice Presi-
dent, members of my Cabinet, Laura and I 
are please you could join us on this special 
occasion. We’re delighted to welcome our 
distinguished honorees as well as their fami-
lies and friends to the White House. Thanks 
for coming. 

The Presidential Medal of Freedom is our 
Nation’s highest civil honor. The Medal rec-
ognizes high achievement in public service, 
science, the arts, education, athletics, and 
other fields. Today we honor 10 exceptional 
individuals who have gained great admiration 
and respect throughout our country. 

Norman Y. Mineta personifies the terms 
‘‘public servant’’ and ‘‘patriot.’’ He served as 
an Army intelligence officer, the mayor of 
San Jose, California, 10-term U.S. Congress-
man, and a Cabinet member under Presi-
dents of both parties. He was my Secretary 
of Transportation. No Secretary of Transpor-
tation ever served longer or confronted 
greater challenges than Norm Mineta. 
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On September the 11th, 2001, he led the 
effort to bring thousands of commercial and 
private aircraft swiftly and safely to the 
ground. Norm was calm, and he was decisive 
in a moment of emergency. He showed those 
same qualities in the months and years after-
ward, ably transforming his Department to 
face the dangers of a new era. 

Norm Mineta’s whole life has been an ex-
traordinary journey. At the age of 10, he was 
sent with his mom and dad to an internment 
camp for Japanese Americans. Such wrongful 
treatment could have left a person bitter, but 
not Norm Mineta. Instead he has given his 
country a lifetime of service, and he’s given 
his fellow citizens an example of leadership, 
devotion to duty, and personal character. Mr. 
Secretary, you’re a good friend and a great 
man, and our country honors you. 

With us today is Warren O’Neil, who will 
accept the Medal of Freedom on behalf of 
his brother, John Jordan ‘‘Buck’’ O’Neil. 
Buck O’Neil passed away in October, after 
a baseball career spanning more than seven 
decades. He joined the Negro League in 
1938, as a first baseman for the Kansas City 
Monarchs. Buck O’Neil won two batting ti-
tles and played on nine championship teams, 
and as a manager, guided the Monarchs to 
four league titles. After finishing his playing 
career, Buck O’Neil joined the Chicago Cubs 
as a scout and later as the first African Amer-
ican coach in the major leagues. He never 
did slow down. For the rest of his life, he 
was active in baseball—not just from the 
stands or the dugout. 

In July of this year, he took a turn at bat 
in a minor league all-star game in Kansas 
City. They wisely pitched around him— 
[laughter]—he drew a walk—at the age of 
94 years old. [Laughter] Buck O’Neil is also 
remembered as one of the game’s best histo-
rians and ambassadors. He was the driving 
force behind the Negro Leagues Baseball 
Museum; he was proud to be its chairman. 
But he once said: ‘‘It never should have been 
a Negro League. Shouldn’t have been.’’ Buck 
O’Neil lived long enough to see the game 
of baseball and America change for the bet-
ter. He’s one of the people we can thank 
for that. Buck O’Neil was a legend, and he 
was a beautiful human being. And we honor 
the memory of Buck O’Neil. 

One day in 1961, Ruth Colvin of Syracuse, 
New York, read a disturbing statistic in the 
morning newspaper. She learned that more 
than 11,000 people in her hometown could 
not read. Ruth wondered, ‘‘Why isn’t some-
body doing something about it?’’ Ruth de-
cided that she would do something. Working 
out of her basement, she formed a network 
of citizens willing to donate their time as 
reading tutors. Before long, that network 
reached beyond Syracuse and beyond New 
York, and it had a name: Literacy Volunteers 
of America. Over the years, the volunteers 
have helped hundreds of thousands of adults 
learn the reading and language skills they 
need to build a better life. Ruth rightly says, 
‘‘The ability to read and write is critical to 
personal freedom and the maintenance of a 
democratic society.’’ 

Ruth’s good influence has continued to 
grow. She travels the world promoting lit-
eracy with her husband and best friend, Bob. 
She started literacy campaigns on multiple 
continents. Ruth has also made many dear 
friends, including another great crusader for 
literacy—my mother. [Laughter] Ruth’s chil-
dren, Terry and Lindy, know what I know— 
that you better listen to your mother. 
[Laughter] Ruth has said, ‘‘I am and always 
have been a volunteer.’’ More than that, Ruth 
Colvin is a person of intelligence and vision 
and heart, and she has earned the gratitude 
of many and the admiration of us all. Con-
gratulations. 

Like Ruth, Dr. Norman C. Francis has 
dedicated his life to education. He achieved 
early distinction as the first African American 
to graduate from the Loyola University Col-
lege of Law. In 1968, he became president 
of his alma mater, Xavier University in New 
Orleans, and he is today the longest serving 
university president in the United States. Dr. 
Francis is known across Louisiana and 
throughout our country as a man of deep in-
tellect and compassion and character. He’s 
an Army veteran. He led the United Negro 
College Fund. He was chairman of the board 
of the Educational Testing Service, and he 
holds only 35 honorary degrees. [Laughter] 

Last year, after Hurricane Katrina did 
great damage to the Xavier campus, Dr. 
Francis vowed the university would over-
come and reopen its doors by January, and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:34 Dec 19, 2006 Jkt 211001 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P50DET4.015 P50DET4



2164 Dec. 15 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2006 

he kept that pledge. Dr. Francis continues 
to help the people of southeast Louisiana as 
the leader of the Louisiana Recovery Author-
ity. As they continue to rebuild from the dev-
astation of the hurricanes, the people of the 
Pelican State will benefit from the leadership 
of this good man. And all of us admire the 
good life and remarkable career of Dr. Nor-
man C. Francis. 

Joshua Lederberg has always seemed 
ahead of his time. He was researching genet-
ics when the field was scarcely understood. 
He was studying the implications of space 
travel before there were astronauts. And 
even three decades ago, he was warning of 
the dangers of biological warfare. All of his 
life, people have seen something special in 
this rabbi’s son from Montclair, New Jersey. 
Someone who knew him in college said, ‘‘You 
could tell that Joshua was in the lab because 
you could hear the breaking glass.’’ [Laugh-
ter] ‘‘He was so young, bursting with poten-
tial.’’ 

He earned his Ph.D. in his early twenties. 
At the age of 33, he won the Nobel Prize. 
Dr. Lederberg has remained at the top of 
the scientific field as a professor, researcher, 
and writer. As a columnist and adviser to 
many administrations, he brought clear, 
independent thinking and wisdom to matters 
of public policy, especially in national secu-
rity and nonproliferation. For his brilliant ca-
reer, his high ethical standards, and his many 
contributions to our country, the United 
States thanks Joshua Lederberg. 

Americans first came to know Natan 
Sharansky as a voice for freedom inside an 
empire of tyranny. As a Jew applying to im-
migrate to Israel, he was refused and har-
assed by the Soviet regime. Natan Sharansky 
became a leading dissident and advocate for 
human rights. And after a show trial, he was 
sentenced to a gulag for 10 years. The au-
thorities may have hoped the world would 
forget the name Sharansky. Instead, leaders 
like President Reagan and Ambassador Kirk-
patrick spoke often of his persecution, and 
the case of Natan Sharansky became a sym-
bol of the moral emptiness of imperial com-
munism. 

Today, the Soviet Union is history, but the 
world still knows the name Sharansky. As a 
free man, he’s become a political leader in 

Israel, winning four elections to the Knesset 
and serving more than 8 years in the Cabinet. 
He remains, above all, an eloquent champion 
for liberty and democracy. Natan reminds us 
that every soul carries the desire to live in 
freedom and that freedom has a unique 
power to lift up nations, transform regions, 
and secure a future for peace. Natan 
Sharansky is a witness to that power, and his 
testimony brings hope to those who still live 
under oppression. We honor Natan 
Sharansky for his life of courage and convic-
tion. 

The struggle between freedom and tyr-
anny has defined the past 100 years, and few 
have written of that struggle with greater skill 
than Paul Johnson. His book, ‘‘Modern 
Times: The World from the Twenties to the 
Eighties,’’ is a masterful account of the griev-
ous harm visited on millions by ideologies 
of power and coercion. In all his writings, 
Paul Johnson shows great breadth of knowl-
edge and moral clarity and a deep under-
standing of the challenges of our time. He’s 
written hundreds of articles and dozens of 
books, including ‘‘The History of the Jews,’’ 
‘‘The History of Christianity,’’ ‘‘The Quest for 
God,’’ and ‘‘The Birth of the Modern.’’ Obvi-
ously, the man is not afraid to take on big 
subjects. [Laughter] 

Eight years ago, he published ‘‘A History 
of the American People,’’ which Dr. Henry 
Kissinger said, was ‘‘as majestic in scope as 
the country it celebrates.’’ In the preface, 
Paul Johnson called Americans ‘‘the most re-
markable people the world has ever seen.’’ 
He said, ‘‘I love them, and I salute them.’’ 
That’s a high tribute from a man of such 
learning and wisdom, and America returns 
the feeling. Our country honors Paul Johnson 
and proudly calls him a friend. 

One of America’s unique gifts to the world 
is a music called the blues. And in that music 
two names are paramount—B.B. King and 
his guitar, Lucille. [Laughter] It has been 
said that when John Lennon was asked to 
name his great ambition, he said, ‘‘to play 
the guitar like B.B. King.’’ Many musicians 
have had that same goal, but nobody has ever 
been able to match the skill or copy the 
sound of the ‘‘King of the Blues.’’ 

He came up the hard way in the Deep 
South, living alone when he was 9 years old, 
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walking miles to school and picking cotton 
for 35 cents a day. Barely out of his teens, 
he made his first trip to Memphis, Ten-
nessee, with his guitar and $2.50 in his pock-
et. He made his name on Beale Street, and 
his studio recordings made him a national 
favorite. B.B. King has sold more than 40 
million records. He won 14 Grammys. He 
has a place on the Hollywood Walk of Fame. 
He’s influenced generations of musicians 
from blues to rock, and he’s performed in 
venues from roadside nightclubs to Carnegie 
Hall. He’s still touring, and he’s still record-
ing, and he’s still singing, and he’s still playing 
the blues better than anybody else. In other 
words: The thrill is not gone. [Laughter] 
America loves the music of B.B. King, and 
America loves the man himself. Congratula-
tions. 

William Safire joined the White House 
staff nearly 38 years ago as a speechwriter 
to the President. President Nixon once intro-
duced Bill this way: ‘‘This is Safire, absolutely 
trustworthy, but watch what you say—he’s 
a writer.’’ [Laughter] Writing has been at the 
center of Bill Safire’s eventful life, going back 
to his days in the U.S. Army and as a PR 
man in New York. As a young speechwriter 
drafting remarks for a New York City official, 
he used the word ‘‘indomitable.’’ When they 
asked Bill to find a better speech-word, he 
suggested ‘‘indefatigable.’’ [Laughter] They 
fired him. [Laughter] We’re a little more le-
nient about speechwriting here. [Laughter] 

From the White House, Bill moved to the 
New York Times, where he spent more than 
30 years as a columnist who was often skep-
tical about our government but never cynical 
about our country. He always was committed 
to the cause of human freedom. His wit and 
style and command of English earned him 
another spot, his own page in the Times mag-
azine every Sunday. Bill has said that his ‘‘On 
Language’’ column attracts more mail than 
any of his other work. People write me about 
my language too. [Laughter] Bill Safire has 
also written novels and a respected political 
dictionary. He won the Pulitzer Prize for 
commentary. He’s a voice of independence 
and principle, and American journalism is 

better for the contributions of William Safire. 
Congratulations. 

David McCullough has won the Pulitzer 
Prize twice—for ‘‘Truman’’ and ‘‘John 
Adams,’’ two of the most successful biog-
raphies ever published. In person and on the 
printed page, David McCullough shares the 
lessons of history with enthusiasm and in-
sight. He has written definitive works on the 
Johnstown flood, the building of the Brook-
lyn Bridge, and the digging of the Panama 
Canal. His first book out came—came out 
nearly 40 years ago; all of his books are still 
in print. David McCullough is also, for mil-
lions of Americans, the voice of history, as 
the narrator of Ken Burns’s ‘‘The Civil War’’ 
and other films. 

For those who question the importance of 
history, David likes to quote Harry Truman, 
who said, ‘‘The only thing new in the world 
is the history you do not know.’’ David 
McCullough reminds us that ‘‘the laws we 
live by, the freedoms we enjoy, the institu-
tions that we take for granted are all the work 
of other people who went before us.’’ He’s 
a passionate man about our responsibility to 
know America’s past and to share it with 
every new generation. He’s fulfilled that duty 
in his own career with splendid results. This 
chronicler of other times is one of the emi-
nent Americans of our own time. The Nation 
owes a debt of gratitude to a fine author and 
a fine man, David McCullough. 

Now the military aide will read the cita-
tions for the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

[At this point, Lt. Comdr. Robert A. Roncska, 
USN, Navy Aide to the President, read the 
citations, and the President presented the 
medals.] 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Congratulations to our honorees. Laura and 
I would like to invite you to a reception here 
to pay tribute to some of the finest citizens 
the Almighty has ever produced. 

God bless you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:18 a.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. 
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Remarks at an Armed Forces Full 
Honor Review for Secretary of 
Defense Donald H. Rumsfeld in 
Arlington, Virginia 
December 15, 2006 

Thank you all. Thank you. Thank you very 
much, Mr. Secretary and Joyce. Mr. Vice 
President, thank you for your kind words. 
Lynne and Senator Warner, Deputy Sec-
retary England, Secretary Harvey, Winter, 
Wynne, General Pace, members of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, distinguished guests, men 
and women of the Armed Forces: I’m 
pleased to join you as we pay tribute to one 
of America’s most skilled, energetic, and 
dedicated public servants, the Secretary of 
Defense, Donald Rumsfeld. 

Don Rumsfeld has been at my side from 
the moment I took office. We’ve been 
through war together. We have shared some 
of the most challenging moments in our Na-
tion’s history. Over the past 6 years, I have 
come to appreciate Don Rumsfeld’s profes-
sionalism, his dedication, his strategic vision, 
his deep devotion to the men and women 
of our Nation who wear the uniform, and 
his love for the United States of America. 

That devotion began at an early age, in-
spired by a man in uniform he called dad. 
His father, George, was 37 when America 
was attacked at Pearl Harbor. Too old to be 
drafted, he volunteered for service in the 
United States Navy. One of Don’s earliest 
memories is of standing on the hangar deck 
of his dad’s aircraft carrier, the USS 
Hollandia, at the age of 11. He was taking 
in the sights and sounds of the ship as it pre-
pared to leave for the Pacific war. 

His father’s example stayed with him, and 
after graduating from Princeton, Don Rums-
feld joined the United States Navy, rising to 
become a pilot, a flight instructor, and a 
member of the Naval Reserve for nearly 20 
years. 

In the decades since he first put on the 
uniform, Don Rumsfeld has served with dis-
tinction in many important positions: Con-
gressman, Counsellor to the President, Am-
bassador to NATO, White House Chief of 
Staff, Secretary of Defense. Yet, to this day, 
the title that has brought him his greatest 
pride is dad, and now granddad. And so 

today, as we honor a fine man, we also honor 
his family, Joyce Rumsfeld and his children. 

Don is the only man—Don Rumsfeld is 
the only man to have served as Secretary of 
Defense for two Presidents in two different 
centuries. [Laughter] In 2001, I called him 
back to the same job he held under President 
Gerald Ford, and I gave him this urgent mis-
sion: Prepare our Nation’s Armed Forces for 
the threats of a new century. 

Don Rumsfeld brought vision and enthu-
siasm to this vital task. He understood that 
the peace of the post-cold-war years was real-
ly the calm before the next storm and that 
America needed to prepare for the day when 
new enemies would attack our Nation in un-
precedented ways. That day came on a clear 
September morning, and in a moment of cri-
sis, our Nation saw Donald Rumsfeld’s char-
acter and courage. 

When the Pentagon was hit, Secretary 
Rumsfeld’s first instinct was to run toward 
danger. He raced down smoke-filled hallways 
to the crash site so he could help rescue 
workers pull the victims from the rubble. 
And in the weeks that followed, he directed 
the effort to plan our Nation’s military re-
sponse to the deadliest terrorist attack in our 
Nation’s history. 

Under Secretary Rumsfeld’s leadership, 
U.S. and coalition forces launched one of the 
most innovative military campaigns in the 
history of modern warfare, sending Special 
Operations forces into Afghanistan to link up 
with anti-Taliban fighters, to ride with them 
on horseback, and to launch a stunning as-
sault against the enemy. In Operation Endur-
ing Freedom we combined the most ad-
vanced laser-guided weapons with one of the 
oldest tools in the military arsenal—a man 
with a weapon on a horse. 

History will record that the first major 
ground battle in the 21st century involving 
American forces began with a cavalry charge. 
I guess that’s what you get when you bring 
together a President from Texas with a Sec-
retary of Defense who actually remembers 
when America had a cavalry. [Laughter] 

In 2003, on my orders, Secretary Rumsfeld 
led the planning and execution of another 
historic military campaign, Operation Iraqi 
Freedom. In this operation, coalition forces 
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