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changed the world and continues to change
hearts today. To everyone celebrating Christ-
mas, Laura and I wish you a day of glad tid-
ings.

Thank you for listening, and Merry Christ-
mas.

NoTE: The address was recorded at 7:35 a.m. on
December 22 in the Cabinet Room at the White
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December
23. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 22 but
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. In
his address, the President referred to Secretary
of Defense Robert M. Gates. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Statement on the Death of
James Brown
December 25, 2006

Laura and I are saddened by the death
of James Brown. For half a century, the inno-
vative talent of the “Godfather of Soul” en-
riched our culture and influenced genera-
tions of musicians. An American original, his
fans came from all walks of life and back-
grounds. James Brown’s family and friends
are in our thoughts and prayers this Christ-
mas.

Statement on the Death of Former
President Gerald R. Ford
December 26, 2006

Laura and I are greatly saddened by the
passing of former President Gerald R. Ford.

President Ford was a great American who
gave many years of dedicated service to our
country. On August 9, 1974, after a long ca-
reer in the House of Representatives and
service as Vice President, he assumed the
Presidency in an hour of national turmoil and
division. With his quiet integrity, common
sense, and kind instincts, President Ford
helped heal our land and restore public con-
fidence in the Presidency.

The American people will always admire
Gerald Ford’s devotion to duty, his personal
character, and the honorable conduct of his
administration. We mourn the loss of such
a leader, and our 38th President will always
have a special place in our Nation’s memory.
On behalf of all Americans, Laura and I offer
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our deepest sympathies to Betty Ford and
all of President Ford’s family. Our thoughts
and prayers will be with them in the hours

and days ahead.

NotE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this state-
ment.

Proclamation 8092—National
Mentoring Month, 2007
December 22, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Mentoring Month, we
honor the caring individuals across our Na-
tion who are committed to helping the next
generation of Americans reach their full po-
tential.

Mentors help teach important skills that
are necessary for a healthy, successful life
and help shape the character of our young
people. They instill compassion and responsi-
bility in our children and help motivate them
to do their best in school. By providing lead-
ership and guidance, mentors can inspire
young people to set high goals and help them
achieve a bright future.

My Administration is committed to help-
ing the next generation realize the promise
of our Nation. Through the USA Freedom
Corps, we are providing opportunities for
mentors to connect with children in schools,
after-school  programs, and community
groups. The Helping America’s Youth initia-
tive, led by First Lady Laura Bush, raises
awareness about the challenges facing our
youth and encourages adults to connect with
youth in three key areas: family, school, and
community. The initiative also supports com-
munity partnerships that develop opportuni-
ties for mentoring and positive youth devel-
opment.

I appreciate the contributions of all those
who serve as mentors, and I encourage all
Americans to get involved in mentoring pro-
grams. To learn about mentoring opportuni-
ties, citizens can visit the USA Freedom
Corps website at volunteer.gov. By joining
teachers, coaches, religious leaders, relatives,
and other mentors, individuals can use their
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talents and experiences to enrich the lives
of young people and demonstrate the com-
passionate spirit of America.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 2007 as
National Mentoring Month. I call upon the
people of the United States to recognize the
importance of mentoring, to look for oppor-
tunities to serve as mentors in their commu-
nities, and to observe this month with appro-
priate activities and programs.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-second day of Decem-
ber, in the year of our Lord two thousand
six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:49 a.m., December 28, 2006]

NoOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 27, and
it was published in the Federal Register on De-
cember 29.

Remarks on the Death of Former
President Gerald R. Ford From
Crawford, Texas

December 27, 2006

My fellow Americans, all of us are sad-
dened by the news that former President
Gerald R. Ford passed away last night. I
spoke with Betty Ford. On behalf of all
Americans, Laura and I extend to Mrs. Ford
and all President Ford’s family our prayers
and our condolences.

President Ford was a great man who de-
voted the best years of his life in serving the
United States. He was a true gentleman who
reflected the best in America’s character. Be-
fore the world knew his name, he served with
distinction in the United States Navy and in
the United States Congress.

As a Congressman from Michigan and
then as Vice President, he commanded the
respect and earned the good will of all who
had the privilege of knowing him. On August
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9th, 1974, he stepped into the Presidency
without ever having sought the office. He as-
sumed power in a period of great division
and turmoil. For a nation that needed healing
and for an office that needed a calm and
steady hand, Gerald Ford came along when
we needed him most.

During his time in office, the American
people came to know President Ford as a
man of complete integrity who led our coun-
try with common sense and kind instincts.

Americans will always admire Gerald
Ford’s unflinching performance of duty and
the honorable conduct of his administration
and the great rectitude of the man himself.
We mourn the loss of such a leader, and our
38th President will always have a special
place in our Nation’s memory.

President Ford lived 93 years, and his life
was a blessing to America. And now this fine
man will be taken to his rest by a family that
will love him always and by a nation that will
be grateful to him forever.

May God bless Gerald Ford.

NotE: The President spoke at 6:56 a.m. at the
Bush Ranch. The Office of the Press Secretary
also released a Spanish language transcript of
these remarks.

Proclamation 8093—Announcing the
Death of Gerald R. Ford
December 27, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
To the People of the United States:

It is my sad duty to announce officially the
death of Gerald R. Ford, the thirty-eighth
President of the United States, on December
26, 2006.

President Ford was a great man who de-
voted the best years of his life to serving the
United States of America. He was also a true
gentleman who reflected the best in Amer-
ica’s character. Before the world knew his
name, he served with distinction in the
United States Navy and the United States
House of Representatives. As a congressman
from Michigan, and then as Vice President,
he commanded the respect and earned the
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