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as effectively and expeditiously as possible. 
The Task Force shall submit the action plan 
to the President within 45 days of the date 
of this order. 

Sec. 12. Termination of Task Force. The 
Secretary, with the approval of the President, 
shall terminate the Task Force upon the 
completion of its duties. 

Sec. 13. General Provisions. 
(a) Nothing in this order shall be construed 

to impair or otherwise affect (i) authority 
granted by law to an agency or the head 
thereof, or (ii) functions of the Director of 
the Office of Management and Budget relat-
ing to budget, administrative, or legislative 
proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented con-
sistent with applicable law and subject to the 
availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, against the United States, its depart-
ments, agencies, entities, officers, employees, 
agents, or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
March 6, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:57 a.m., March 7, 2007] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on March 8. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
Cochairs of the President’s 
Commission on Care for America’s 
Returning Wounded Warriors 
March 7, 2007 

I am concerned that our soldiers and their 
families are not getting the treatment that 
they deserve, having volunteered to defend 
our country. Any report of medical neglect 
will be taken seriously by this administration, 
and I’m confident by the Congress, and we 
will address problems quickly. 

I’ve asked two of America’s fine public 
servants, Senator Dole and Secretary Shalala, 
to chair a Commission that will analyze our 
health care both at the Defense Department 

and at the Veterans Department, to ensure 
that not only our soldiers but their families 
have complete confidence in the Govern-
ment’s upholding its responsibility to treat 
those who have been wounded. 

I am concerned that there may be flaws 
in the system between when a soldier is on 
the battlefield, through the Defense Depart-
ment, through the Veterans Administration, 
and finally to the community. I can’t think 
of two better people to analyze the situation 
and to make recommendations, two people 
to lead a Commission of probably nine peo-
ple, and that would be Senator Dole, who 
is himself a veteran, and a wounded veteran 
at that, a former distinguished Senator, a 
man who knows Washington well, but more 
importantly, he knows the kind of questions 
to ask; and Secretary Shalala, who is an ex-
pert on health. She lived after 8 years in 
President Clinton’s administration; she 
knows what to look for; she knows the ques-
tions to ask. 

And I’m confident that this Commission 
will bring forth the truth. And as I assured 
the Chairmen, I am confident that there will 
be a quick response to any problems that you 
may find. So I can’t thank you enough for 
taking time, and to serve your nation once 
again. God bless. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:12 a.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to former Senator Bob Dole; and 
former Secretary of Health and Human Services 
Donna E. Shalala. 

Interview With Foreign Print 
Journalists 
March 6, 2007 

The President. Thanks for coming. I’m 
very much looking forward to my trip. I be-
lieve that a peaceful neighborhood and a 
prosperous neighborhood is in the interest 
of the United States of America. My trip is 
an opportunity to remind the folks in our 
neighborhood that the United States has a 
robust policy toward empowering individuals 
to realize their full potential. 

I gave a speech yesterday that I outlined 
a vision of a nation that cares about the 
human condition. I spoke in terms of dollars 
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