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In 1890, the International Union of Amer-
ican Republics was established to promote 
cooperation among the Americas. Today, the 
United States and our neighbors in the West-
ern Hemisphere are a community linked by 
common values, shared interests, and the 
close bonds of family and friendship. As the 
expansion of freedom continues in our re-
gion, the democratic nations of the Western 
Hemisphere are working together to build 
a safer and more prosperous society and to 
ensure that all the people of the Americas 
have the opportunity to achieve their dreams. 

My Administration is working to advance 
the cause of social justice in the Pan Amer-
ican region, and we are committed to sup-
porting our neighbors’ efforts to meet the 
needs of their citizens. In 2004, we created 
the Millennium Challenge Corporation to 
provide increased aid to nations that govern 
justly, invest in the education and health of 
their people, and promote economic free-
dom. We are working with the citizens of 
the Pan American community to expand eco-
nomic opportunity through debt relief and 
to encourage reforms through such mecha-
nisms as the North America Free Trade 
Agreement, the Chile Free Trade Agree-
ment, and the Dominican Republic-Central 
America-United States Free Trade Agree-
ment. These agreements facilitate the flow 
of trade and help establish market econo-
mies. We have also recently notified the Con-
gress of our intention to enter into a free 
trade agreement with Panama and signed 
free trade agreements with Peru and Colom-
bia. These agreements will generate export 
opportunities for the United States and ben-
efit the people of Panama, Peru, and Colom-
bia by providing economic opportunity and 
helping to strengthen democratic institu-
tions. By working with our democratic neigh-
bors to build strong and vibrant economies, 
we are helping the citizens of the Western 
Hemisphere realize the promise of a free and 
just society. 

The ties between the democratic nations 
of the Western Hemisphere are deep and 
lasting, and together we can continue our 
great strides toward freedom and prosperity 
for people everywhere. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 

by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 14, 2007, 
as Pan American Day and April 8 through 
April 14, 2007, as Pan American Week. I 
urge the Governors of the 50 States, the Gov-
ernor of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, 
and the officials of other areas under the flag 
of the United States of America to honor 
these observances with appropriate cere-
monies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:47 a.m., April 6, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 9. 

Proclamation 8121—National 
Former Prisoner of War Recognition 
Day, 2007 
April 5, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The men and women of the United States 

Armed Forces have made great sacrifices to 
defend our Nation. They have triumphed 
over brutal enemies, liberated continents, 
and answered the prayers of millions around 
the globe. On National Former Prisoner of 
War Recognition Day, we honor the brave 
individuals who put service above self and 
were taken captive while protecting America 
and advancing the cause of freedom. 

Throughout our Nation’s conflicts, Amer-
ican prisoners of war have defied ruthless en-
emies and endured tremendous hardships as 
they braved captivity. Their strength showed 
the power and resilience of the American 
spirit and the indomitable character of our 
men and women in uniform. Their sacrifices 
are a great example of courage, devotion, and 
love of country. 
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Our Nation’s former prisoners of war have 
helped secure the priceless gift of freedom 
for all our citizens, and we will always be 
grateful to them and their families. On Na-
tional Former Prisoner of War Recognition 
Day and throughout the year, we honor the 
American heroes who have been taken as 
prisoners of war and remember their legacy 
of bravery and selflessness. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2007, as 
National Former Prisoner of War Recogni-
tion Day. I call upon the people of the 
United States to join me in honoring the 
service and sacrifices of all American pris-
oners of war. I call upon Federal, State, and 
local government officials and private organi-
zations to observe this day with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifth day of April, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand seven, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:47 a.m., April 6, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on April 9. 

Message on the Observance of 
Easter 2007 
April 6, 2007 

‘‘Rejoice!’’ 

Matthew 28:9 

Laura and I send greetings to all those 
celebrating the glorious Easter holiday. 

The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the 
most important event of the Christian faith. 
Easter morning holds wonder and promise, 
and it is a chance for people everywhere to 
gather with family and friends to celebrate 
the power of love conquering death. In this 
season of renewal, we can rejoice in Christ’s 
rising, draw strength and inspiration from 

His example, and remember that in the end, 
even death itself will be defeated. 

This Easter we pray for all our men and 
women in uniform and for the military fami-
lies whose loved ones are deployed on impor-
tant missions in distant lands. We remember 
especially those who have given their lives 
in freedom’s cause. 

On this powerful day, let us join together 
and give thanks to the Almighty for the glory 
of His grace. 

Happy Easter, and may God bless you. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 8122—400th 
Anniversary of Jamestown, 2007 
April 6, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Four centuries ago, after a long journey, 

a small group of colonists stepped boldly onto 
the shores of the New World and established 
the first permanent English settlement in 
North America. During the 400th anniver-
sary of Jamestown, America honors the early 
pioneers whose epic of endurance and cour-
age started the story of our Nation. 

The ideals that distinguish and guide the 
United States today trace back to the Virginia 
settlement where free enterprise, the rule of 
law, and the spirit of discovery took hold in 
the hearts and practices of the American peo-
ple. Noble institutions and grand traditions 
were established in Jamestown. Amid tre-
mendous difficulties, a determined few 
worked the land and expanded into the wil-
derness. Without knowing it, the colonists 
who built communities at Jamestown laid the 
foundation for a Nation that would become 
the ultimate symbol and force for freedom 
throughout the entire world. 

Much has changed in the 400 years since 
that three-sided fort was raised on the banks 
of the James River. Today, we are a strong 
and growing Nation of more than 300 mil-
lion, and we are blessed to live in a land of 
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