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Robert M. Gates; and Bob Dole and Donna E.
Shalala, Cochairs, President’s Commission on
Care for America’s Returning Wounded Warriors.

Proclamation 8127—Small Business
Week, 2007

April 19, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During Small Business Week, we honor
small business owners and workers for their
important role in ensuring that America re-
mains the economic leader of the world.
Every day, our Nation’s small businesses help
enhance the lives of our citizens and lead
the way in an economy distinguished by low
unemployment, sustained job creation, and
one of the fastest growth rates of any major
industrialized nation.

To help extend our Nation’s prosperity, my
Administration is committed to continuing
the pro-growth economic policies that en-
courage enterprise and make America the
best place in the world to do business. Our
economy has created more than 7 million
new jobs since major tax relief was enacted
in 2003, and we are working to keep taxes
low to help small businesses continue to ex-
pand. We are taking steps to make health
care more affordable and available for small
business owners and employees by encour-
aging Health Savings Accounts, supporting
Association Health Plans legislation, and pro-
posing a standard tax deduction for health
insurance. My Administration is also com-
mitted to ensuring that small businesses can
compete in the global economy.

By continuing to expand trade, we can
open new markets for American products,
lower prices for consumers, and create better
American jobs.

Small businesses are the lifeblood of cities
and towns across the country, and we salute
small business owners, entrepreneurs, and
employees for enhancing our communities
and expanding opportunities for all. The hard
work and ingenuity of our Nation’s small
business men and women are helping to sus-
tain America’s economic strength.
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 22 through
April 28, 2007, as Small Business Week. I
call upon the people of the United States to
observe this week with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs that cele-
brate the accomplishments of small business
owners and their employees and encourage
the development of new small businesses.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:29 a.m., April 23, 2007]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 24.

Proclamation 8128—Dutch-
American Friendship Day, 2007

April 19, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

On Dutch-American Friendship Day, we
celebrate our longtime friendship with the
Kingdom of the Netherlands and honor the
many Dutch Americans who have made sig-
nificant contributions to our country.

Our close partnership with the Nether-
lands dates back to the founding of our Na-
tion, and it remains among our oldest contin-
uous relationships. Many of the Pilgrims first
sailed for the New World from a Dutch port,
and when a small American warship ap-
proached the island of St. Eustatius in 1776,
the Dutch port there gave the American flag
its first friendly gun salute. A few years later,
the Netherlands became one of the first na-
tions to recognize the independence of the
United States of America. The United States
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and the Netherlands are continuing that tra-
dition of close cooperation in the 21st cen-
tury, working together to bring hope and lib-
erty to places where it has long been denied.

Dutch Americans have enriched the
American experience and have helped write
our history, strengthen our character, and
shape our society. Today, we pay tribute to
our allies in the Netherlands and recognize
the proud citizens of Dutch ancestry who call
America home.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 19, 2007,
as Dutch-American Friendship Day. I en-
courage all Americans to celebrate our coun-
try’s Dutch heritage and the many ways
Dutch Americans have strengthened our Na-
tion.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and
of the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:29 a.m., April 23, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on April 24.

Remarks on Signing the National
Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program Reauthorization
Act

April 20, 2007

The President. Good morning. Thanks.
Be seated. Welcome to the Roosevelt Room.
This morning I have the honor of signing a
bill that will help continue our Nation’s fight
against breast and cervical cancer. This bill
reauthorizes the National Breast and Cer-
vical Cancer Early Detection Program. I
want to thank the Congress for passing this
bill. I appreciate you all coming down to wit-
ness the signing of this important piece of
legislation.

Our family, like many families, has been
touched by this issue. Laura’s mom, my
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mother-in-law, Jenna Welch, was diagnosed
with breast cancer at the age of 78. She is
a fortunate person—she had surgery, and 9
years later, she is a cancer survivor, and we
are thankful for that.

As a result of her mom’s battle with cancer,
Laura has devoted a lot of time and energy
to raising awareness about breast cancer
through efforts like the pink ribbon cam-
paign. She managed to get me to wear pink.
[Laughter] 1 appreciate Laura’s good work.
And T thank your good work as well, and
thank you for joining us.

I want to thank Mike Leavitt, the Secretary
of Health and Human Services. I appreciate
Senator Barbara Mikulski from Maryland,
who is a pioneer in a bill such as this. And,
Senator, you're a—when you get on an issue,
you can—I{laughter]—you get things done,
and we appreciate your leadership.

Senator Barbara Mikulski. Thank you,
Mr. President.

The President. 1 thank Congresswoman
Tammy Baldwin, who is a bill sponsor, as
well as Congresswoman Sue Myrick. Sue is
a cancer survivor. And we appreciate both
of your leadership on this issue. I thank
members from my administration for joining
us; good to see you all.

Breast cancer is the second leading cause
of cancer-related deaths for American
women. This year, an estimated 180,000
Americans will be diagnosed with breast can-
cer; 11,000 will be diagnosed with cervical
cancer. Together these two cancers are ex-
pected to claim the lives of more than 44,000
Americans in 2007.

Early detection allows early intervention
and is the best way to increase the chance
for survival. Mammograms and pap tests and
other screening services can help doctors di-
agnose cancer before it has a chance to
spread. When breast cancer or cervical can-
cer is caught early, the survival rate is more
than 90 percent. Early detection makes treat-
ment more effective; it gives hopes to pa-
tients; and it saves lives.

The National Breast and Cervical Cancer
Early Detection Program has helped millions
of low-income and uninsured women get
screened for cancer. This is an effective pro-
gram. Since its creation, the program has
conducted nearly 7 million cancer
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