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I want to share with you one other thing, 
then I’ve got to get out of here. You know, 
Laura says, ‘‘You get up there and all you 
do is talk, and you love to hear yourself talk.’’ 
[Laughter] I want to share one other aspect 
of our foreign policy. I believe to whom 
much is given, much is required. And I want 
to share something about this great, generous 
nation, for which you deserve a lot of credit. 

Whether it be on HIV/AIDS or malaria, 
the United States is in the lead. And when 
I got elected, I was deeply concerned about 
the fact that an entire generation of folks on 
the continent of Africa could be wiped out 
by a disease that we could not cure but halt. 
And I set up what’s called the Global Fund 
for AIDS. And yet it kind of sat there empty. 
It was a deal where everybody could con-
tribute, and then the United States would 
match to try to encourage commitments, but 
it didn’t fill up. And so I went to Congress 
and asked that they spend your money on 
a unilateral initiative where we would take 
on I think the 17 most or 19 most affected 
countries in the world and deliver 
antiretroviral drugs. 

Foreign policy is more than military. It is 
more than just spreading freedom. It’s also, 
in my judgment, in our interest to base it 
upon that admonition, if you’re blessed, you 
ought to help others. And as a result of the 
American people, we spread antiretrovirals 
or got antiretrovirals to 850,000 people. 
That’s up from 50,000 in 3 years. 

We’re all interconnected in this world. 
What happens overseas matters here at 
home, from a security perspective, but I also 
believe it matters here at home from the per-
spective of keeping our spirits strong. It’s in 
the interest of this country that we be en-
gaged in freeing people from tyranny, the 
tyranny of government and the tyranny of 
disease and hunger. 

I appreciate you giving me a chance to 
come and visit with you. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:02 p.m. at East 
Grand Rapids High School. In his remarks, he 
referred to Larry Fisher, associate prinicpal, East 
Grand Rapids High School; Gen. David H. 
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq; Prime Minister Nuri al-Maliki 
of Iraq; Mahmud al-Mashhadani, Speaker of the 
Iraqi House of Representatives; Fouad Ajami, di-

rector, Middle East Studies Program, Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International Studies, 
Johns Hopkins University; former Prime Minister 
Junichiro Koizumi of Japan; President Mahmud 
Ahmadi-nejad of Iran; and King Abdallah II of 
Jordan. 

Proclamation 8129—National Day of 
Prayer, 2007 
April 20, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
A prayerful spirit has always been an im-

portant part of our national character, and 
it is a force that has guided the American 
people, given us strength, and sustained us 
in moments of joy and in times of challenge. 
On this National Day of Prayer, we acknowl-
edge God’s grace and ask for His continued 
guidance in the life of our Nation. 

Americans of many faiths and traditions 
share a common belief that God hears the 
prayers of His children and shows grace to 
those who seek Him. Following the tragedy 
at Virginia Tech, in towns all across America, 
in houses of worship from every faith, Ameri-
cans have joined together to pray for the lives 
that were lost and for their families, friends, 
and loved ones. We hold the victims in our 
hearts and pray for those who suffer and 
grieve. There is a power in these prayers, 
and we can find comfort in the grace and 
guidance of a loving God. 

At this important time in our history, we 
also pray for the brave members of our 
Armed Forces and their families. We pray 
for their safety, for the recovery of the 
wounded, and for the peace we all seek. 

The Congress, by Public Law 100–307, as 
amended, has called on our Nation to reaf-
firm the role of prayer in our society and 
to respect the freedom of religion by recog-
nizing each year a ‘‘National Day of Prayer.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 3, 2007, as a Na-
tional Day of Prayer. I ask the citizens of 
our Nation to give thanks, each according to 
his or her own faith, for the freedoms and 
blessings we have received and for God’s 
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continued guidance, comfort, and protection. 
I invite all Americans to join in observing 
this day with appropriate programs, cere-
monies, and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twentieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:29 a.m., April 23, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on April 24. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 20, 2007 

Good morning. This week, the thoughts 
and prayers of millions of Americans are with 
the victims of the Virginia Tech attacks. We 
mourn promising lives cut short. We pray for 
the wounded. And we send our love to those 
who are hurting. 

The day after the attack, Laura and I at-
tended a memorial service on the campus 
in Blacksburg. We met with faculty members 
who lost students and colleagues and shared 
hugs with grieving moms and dads, including 
parents who had lost their only child. We 
offered what words of comfort we could, and 
we were moved by the solidarity and strength 
of spirit we found. We wanted everyone at 
the university to know that this tragedy sad-
dened our entire Nation and that the Amer-
ican people stand with them in an hour of 
darkness. 

We can never fully understand what would 
cause a student to take the lives of 32 inno-
cent people. What we do know is that this 
was a deeply troubled young man, and there 
were many warning signs. Our society con-
tinues to wrestle with the question of how 
to handle individuals whose mental health 
problems can make them a danger to them-
selves and to others. 

Colleges and State and local officials are 
now confronting these issues, and the Fed-
eral Government will help. I’ve asked top of-
ficials at the Departments of Education, Jus-
tice, and Health and Human Services to pro-

vide the Virginia Tech community with what-
ever assistance we can and to participate in 
a review of the broader questions raised by 
this tragedy. 

I have directed these officials to travel to 
communities across our Nation to meet with 
educators, mental health experts, and State 
and local officials. I have asked the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services, Mike Leavitt, 
to summarize what they learn and report 
back to me with recommendations about how 
we can help to avoid such tragedies. 

This week at Virginia Tech, we saw a 
glimpse of humanity at its worst, and we also 
saw humanity at its best. We learned of stu-
dents who risked their own safety to tend 
to wounded classmates. We heard of a teach-
er who used his body to barricade a class-
room door and gave his life so his students 
could escape through windows. And we saw 
the good people of Blacksburg embrace vic-
tims of this tragedy and help their neighbors 
endure and heal and hope. 

That hope was expressed in a letter written 
by a Virginia Tech graduate shortly after the 
attack. He wrote: ‘‘Today there is pain every-
where in our community and our hearts are 
troubled. Yet I am certain our university will 
persevere.’’ He continued, ‘‘Evil can never 
succeed, not while there are men and women 
like the people of Virginia Tech, who reach 
every day for success and endeavor for the 
improvement of the human condition across 
the planet.’’ 

This week, we reflect on what has been 
lost and comfort those enduring a profound 
grief. And somehow we know that a brighter 
morning will come. We know this because 
together Americans have overcome many 
evils and found strength through many 
storms. And we know there will be a day, 
as promised in Scripture, when evil will meet 
its reckoning and when every tear shall be 
wiped away. 

May God bless those who mourn, and may 
God bless our wonderful country. Thank you 
for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7 a.m. on 
April 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White House 
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 21. The tran-
script was made available by the Office of the 
Press Secretary on April 20. The Office of the 
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