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and to report back to me within 45 days on
how these measures are being implemented.

Message on Armenian
Remembrance Day
April 24, 2007

Each year on this day, we pause to remem-
ber the victims of one of the greatest trage-
dies of the 20th century, when as many as
1.5 million Armenians lost their lives in the
final years of the Ottoman Empire, many of
them victims of mass killings and forced
exile. I join my fellow Americans and Arme-
nian people around the world in commemo-
rating this tragedy and honoring the memory
of the innocent lives that were taken. The
world must never forget this painful chapter
of its history.

All who cherish freedom and value the
sanctity of human life look back on these hor-
rific events in sorrow and disbelief. Many of
those who survived were forced from their
ancestral home and spread across the globe.
Yet, in the midst of this terrible struggle, the
world witnessed the indomitable spirit and
character of the Armenian people. Many of
the brave survivors came to America, where
they have preserved a deep connection with
their history and culture. Generations of Ar-
menians in the United States have enriched
our country and inspired us with their cour-
age and conviction.

Today, we remember the past and also
look forward to a brighter future. We com-
mend the individuals in Armenia and Turkey
who are working to normalize the relation-
ship between their two counties [countries].*
A sincere and open examination of the his-
toric events of the late-Ottoman period is an
essential part of this process. The United
States supports and encourages those in both
countries who are working to build a shared
understanding of history as a basis for a more
hopeful future.

We value the strong and vibrant ties be-
tween the United States and Armenia. Our
Nation is grateful for Armenia’s contributions
to the war on terror, particularly for its efforts
to help build a peaceful and democratic Iraq.
The United States remains committed to

* White House correction.
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working with Armenia and Azerbaijan to pro-
mote a peaceful settlement of the Nagorno-
Karabakh conflict. We are also working to
promote democratic and economic reform in
Armenia that will advance the cause of free-
dom and justice.

Laura and I express our deepest condo-
lences to Armenian people around the world
on this solemn day of remembrance. We
stand together in our determination to build
a more peaceful, more prosperous, and more
just world.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Proclamation 8132—Malaria
Awareness Day, 2007
April 24, 2007

By the President of the United States
ojy America

A Proclamation

Americans are fortunate to live in a land
that eliminated malaria decades ago. Today,
our country helps fight this disease in Africa,
because we believe in the timeless truth: To
whom much is given, much is required. On
Malaria Awareness Day, we renew our com-
mitment to helping combat malaria in Africa
and around the world.

Tragically, one child in Africa dies every
30 seconds from malaria, a disease that is
highly treatable and preventable. To reduce
malaria’s mortality rate in the hardest-hit Af-
rican countries, I announced the President’s
Malaria Initiative in 2005, a five-year, $1.2
billion program. At last year’s White House
Summit on Malaria, Laura and I were
pleased to announce the expansion of this
initiative to several additional countries.
These efforts are making a difference, and
millions of people have already benefited
from insecticide-treated bed nets, indoor
spraying, and anti-malaria medicine.

Across our Nation, Americans are answer-
ing the call to act. By simply donating an
insecticide-treated bed net, one individual
can help save a life. For more information
about how to help and for a list of humani-
tarian organizations, visit fightingmalaria.gov.
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Americans are a compassionate people
who care deeply about the plight of others
and the future of our world, and we can all
be proud of the work our Nation is doing
to fight disease and despair. By standing with
the people of Africa in the fight against ma-
laria, we can help lift a burden of unneces-
sary suffering, provide hope and health, and
forge lasting friendships.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 25, 2007,
as Malaria Awareness Day. 1 encourage
Americans to answer the universal call to love
a neighbor and join in our goal of eradicating
malaria on the African continent.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this twenty-fourth day of April, in
the year of our Lord two thousand seven,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-first.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., April 27, 2007]

NoOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 30.

Remarks on the Observance of
Malaria Awareness Day
April 25, 2007

Thank you for coming. Welcome to the
White House. The Rose Garden has wit-
nessed many historic events. This afternoon
we gather to mark something completely
new, the first ever Malaria Awareness Day
in the United States, and I'm glad you're here
to join us.

On Malaria Awareness Day, we focus our
attention on all who suffer from this terrible
disease, especially the millions on the con-
tinent of Africa. We remember the millions
more who've died from this entirely prevent-
able and treatable disease. As a compas-
sionate nation, we are called to spread aware-
ness about malaria, and we're called to act.
That’s what compassionate people do—when
they see a problem, they act. And that’s what
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we're here to talk about. On this special day,
we renew our commitment to lead the world
toward an urgent goal, and that is to turn
the tide against malaria in Africa and around
the globe.

I want to thank Laura for being my wife—
[laughter]—and taking the lead on this. Mr.
Secretary, thank you for joining us—Mike
Leavitt, the Department of Health and
Human Services. Ambassador ~Randy
Tobias—he now runs USAID. Prior to this
job, he led America’s monumental effort to
confront and deal with the HIV/AIDS epi-
demic on the continent of Africa. Thank you
for your leadership. Karen P., it’s good to
see you; Ambassador Hughes is with us.

Admiral Ziemer—so if you want to solve
a problem, you put a problem-solver in
charge. And that's what Admiral Ziemer
does; he’s a problem-solver. It makes it easier
for me, when I say to other nations—like
with President Lula. He came to visit at
Camp David. We were trying to figure out
ways we can work together to show our hemi-
sphere and the world that Brazil and the
United States shares a compassion about
people. And so I said, why don’t we work
together to eradicate malaria in parts of Afri-
ca? Call Ziemer—{laughter]—he’ll see to it
that the strategy gets implemented. To show
that we're a serious nation, we have named
a coordinator, somebody in charge. It’s im-
portant for me and Laura to know that a good
man is handling this responsibility to imple-
menting a strategy. So, appreciate what
you're doing. I know you know that we take
this initiative seriously.

Mr. Chairman, Donald Payne, thank you
for coming. We're proud you're here. We—
I respect you, and I respect your concern
for the people of Africa, and to make sure
that the United States of America stays en-
gaged in that continent in a constructive way.
It’s good to see Chris Smith. Thank you for
coming, Chris. We’re proud you're here.

I appreciate very much the fact that the
World Bank is taking the lead in eradicating
poverty in places like Africa, and Paul
Wolfowitz, thank you for your leadership of
the World Bank. And I appreciate the fact
that Ann Veneman is joining us, the Execu-
tive Director of UNICEF, which is the larg-
est purchaser of bed nets in the world. These
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