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comes to an end, yet the desire for freedom 
is never-ending. In Cuba and across the 
world, all who struggle for freedom have a 
friend in the United States, and we will stand 
with them until that struggle is won. 

The advance of liberty is the great story 
of our time. Some of your fellow students 
have played an important part in that story. 
Hundreds of veterans of the United States 
Armed Forces are taking classes at Miami 
Dade. Sixteen veterans graduate from this 
campus today. We thank all these brave men 
and women for their service and for their 
courageous decision to wear the uniform of 
the United States of America. 

One of those veterans is a young man 
named Jimmy Zapata. Jimmy’s family emi-
grated from Colombia when he was 14. After 
he finished high school, he enlisted in the 
United States Marine Corps. In 2003, Ser-
geant Zapata helped provide convoy security 
and supplies for units pushing toward Bagh-
dad as a part of Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
Sergeant Zapata fought for his adopted coun-
try with honor and valor. He has earned the 
gratitude of his Nation, and today he earns 
his associate’s degree from Miami Dade Col-
lege. The United States will always be proud 
to have immigrants like Sergeant Zapata, and 
I know Miami Dade will always be proud 
to call him one of your own. 

I ask every member of the class of 2007 
to learn from Sergeant Zapata’s example; 
step forward to serve a cause larger than 
yourself. Volunteer in a local soup kitchen 
or shelter. Take time to check in on an elder-
ly neighbor. Be a mentor to a child in need. 
Use the skills you have learned here to help 
build a better nation. Our armies of compas-
sion need men and women like you. The 
great test of this generation will be how you 
answer the call to extend the promise of 
America and make our Nation a more hope-
ful place for all. The character of the class 
of 2007 gives me great faith in your success 
and confidence in the future of a nation that 
makes one people from out of many. 

Congratulations on your achievement. Que 
Dios les bendiga. May God bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:13 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Eduardo J. Padron, presi-
dent, Miami Dade College; Christopher Miles, 
student government president, and Gregory Gray, 

president, Miami Dade College—Kendall Cam-
pus; and former Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida. 

The President’s News Conference 
With European Union Leaders 

April 30, 2007 

President Bush. Thank you all. Please be 
seated. Welcome to the Rose Garden. I want 
to welcome Angela Merkel and Jose Barroso 
here. Thank you all for your friendship. 
Thank you for what has been a serious set 
of discussions. 

I told the Chancellor and the President 
that the EU-U.S. relations are very important 
to our country, that not only is it important 
for us to strategize how to promote pros-
perity and peace, but it’s important for us 
to achieve concrete results. And we have 
done so. 

I thank the Chancellor and Jose very much 
for the transatlantic economic integration 
plan that the three of us signed today. It is 
a statement of the importance of trade. It 
is a commitment to eliminating barriers to 
trade. It is a recognition that the closer that 
the United States and the EU become, the 
better off our people become. And so this 
is a substantial agreement, and I appreciate 
it. 

We also talked about Doha, and I thank 
Peter Mandelson and Susan Schwab for 
briefing us. The first thing I told the group 
in the Cabinet Room was that I am firmly 
dedicated to a successful Doha round. I be-
lieve it’s in this country’s interests that we 
reject isolationism and protectionism and en-
courage free trade. I’m under no illusions as 
to how hard it will be to achieve the objec-
tive, but the first thing is, there must be a 
firm commitment by the leadership to get 
a deal. 

Secondly, I reminded the people that this 
country is dedicated to working to eliminate 
poverty and disease, and the best way to help 
the developing world is through a successful 
Doha round. We told our trade ministers, 
‘‘Work hard; work often; work construc-
tively.’’ And I believe we can be successful. 
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We’re committed to reducing our agricul-
tural subsidies in order to advance the proc-
ess. We expect others to follow suit and mar-
ket access. 

Anyway, I am optimistic we can achieve 
the objective. And today’s meetings gave us 
a chance to discuss a way forward. We talked 
about the visa waiver program. We talked 
about Iran and the need for our nations to 
continue to work closely together to send a 
unified message to the Iranians that their de-
velopment of a nuclear weapon is unaccept-
able to peace. We talked about Darfur. 

We talked about Afghanistan and Iraq. 
And I appreciate very much the EU support 
of the International Compact that will be 
meeting on Iraq here in Sharm al-Sheikh. We 
talked about Cuba and the importance for 
Cuba to be a free society, a society that re-
spects human rights and human dignity, a so-
ciety that honors the rule of law. 

We also talked about climate change, and 
here we share a common interest. One, we 
recognize that we have a problem with 
greenhouse gases; two, we recognize we have 
a problem with a dependence on oil; three, 
we recognize that we can use technologies 
to help solve this problem; and four, we rec-
ognize we have an obligation to work to-
gether to promote the technologies necessary 
to solve the problem and encourage the de-
veloping world to use those technologies. 

And so I found the discussion refreshing 
and interesting, and I appreciate the candid 
conversations we had. 

Madam Chancellor, welcome back here to 
the Rose Garden, and I’m looking forward 
to your comments. 

President Angela Merkel. Thank you, 
Mr. President, dear George. Thank you for 
the hospitality. Thank you for the hospitality 
you accorded to the European Union and 
also for the fact that you made it possible 
to hold this summit meeting between the EU 
and the United States of America, which al-
ready has a very good and rich tradition. 

It was a very interesting debate and one 
that was actually—we were talking about a 
lot of issues—about transatlantic economic 
integration, obviously, first and foremost. 
And let me thank you very warmly for the 
fact that we’ve been able to enjoy such sub-
stantial progress in such a relatively short 

time. That was only possible because the 
American administration—but in particular, 
you, Mr. President—were behind, full- 
square behind this project and because we 
not only agreed on general frameworks but 
on very concrete projects. 

And I think that’s exactly what the people 
in our country expect from us, all the rep-
resentatives of our respective business com-
munities. They ask us, ‘‘What can we do in 
order to really pool our resources and make 
sure that we work on one and the same level 
playing field as regards, for example, our 
shared values.’’ So I am confident that what 
with the Economic Council that we have set 
up, we will be able to make progress on very 
concrete projects, for example, mutual rec-
ognition of standards and other areas. It is, 
as I see it, a significant step forward. 

I would also like to thank you for the 
progress we’ve been able to make on climate 
and energy issues. There is a common basis. 
We are aware of the fact that we do have 
a problem here, that we need to solve this 
problem. There are different approaches, ob-
viously, as to how to solve that. 

But we have been able, actually, to find 
a lot of common ground. And one of the 
issues we talked about, for example, was a 
commitment of the United States of America 
to introduce 20 percent biofuels over the 
next few years to come, until 2020, and to 
have this at their disposal. And for that too 
we need to develop a common market, com-
mon standards which, as I see it, has been, 
again, giving a more—a very important impe-
tus to that particular industry and that tech-
nology. 

Now, on climate, we will also need to work 
on this in view of the upcoming G–8 summit, 
where we will make it clear, as European 
Union, as United States of America, that we 
don’t want to isolate ourselves or shut our-
selves off against the rest of the world, but 
where we want to enlist the support of oth-
ers, invite them to join us. 

And I also note that the trade talks have 
been taking place here on the margins of this 
meeting. They also, obviously, will then have 
to take part—place in the more wider group, 
the multilateral group. Let me just tell you, 
this agreement between the European Union 
and the U.S. is not in any way against free 
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trade. No, not at all. And what we need to 
do here is really to look at the larger picture. 
And I feel it’s so good that the President is 
committed to make a step forward also on 
reducing non-tariff barriers to trade. All of 
the partners will have to be in on this, but 
we will do our bit to make this true. 

I don’t want to go through the whole agen-
da of international issues. And let me just 
tell you, it was an open and candid discussion 
that clearly showed us that we need to work 
together, that diplomacy can only be success-
ful if we stand together, be this on the Mid-
dle East, on other issues. 

And let me tell you that we have been talk-
ing at greater length also about the situation 
in Darfur, which we consider to be totally 
unacceptable, and that we need to do every-
thing we can in order to help the people 
there on the ground who suffer immensely, 
because we have not made progress so far 
and that we ought to use all of our possibili-
ties in order to achieve progress also in the 
European—in the United Nations. 

Thank you yet again for your hospitality, 
for the commitment that, I think, the number 
of documents that we have been able to 
agree on here today show—is born out—it’s 
a good day for EU-U.S. relations. 

President Jose Manuel Durao Barroso. 
[Inaudible]—a very friendly exchange, the 
one we had today, covering the whole range 
of European Union-United States relations 
and also some international issues. President 
Bush and Chancellor Merkel already men-
tioned the basic points, so let me just under-
line one or two that I believe are specifically 
important, namely in terms of economic rela-
tions and also on climate. 

On economic relations, we signed very im-
portant framework for advancing trans-
atlantic European integration. This was al-
ready welcomed by business community on 
both sides of the Atlantic. Our economic rela-
tion is by far the most important in the world. 
Transatlantic trade in goods and service totals 
over 1.7 billion euros a day. But we can work 
together more to make that relation even 
easier. And I believe there is some untapped 
potential, namely if we can achieve more reg-
ulatory cooperation, in some cases regulatory 
convergence, put down some barriers to 
trade and investment on both sides, and to 

fight, of course, protectionism and isola-
tionism that sometimes happens on both 
sides of the Atlantic as well. 

So this is, indeed, a very important agree-
ment and an agreement that also brings with 
it a Transatlantic Economic Council to be 
a permanent body, with senior people on 
both sides of the Atlantic as we look at all 
those issues in a concrete manner, in which 
way we can make it move forward. 

On the European Union side, I decided 
to appoint Vice President of the Commission 
Gunter Verheugen as our leading personality 
in that council. 

Another important point linked with this, 
to be signed later this afternoon, is the Air 
Transport Agreement. It is a very important 
first-stage agreement on air transport, but it 
also brings with it the same idea of putting, 
in an easier footing, the relations—economic 
relations, people’s relations—between the 
United States of America and the European 
Union. And I think it’s also very important, 
is by far the most important, in terms of air 
traffic liberalization, since the convention of 
Chicago so many years ago. 

But trade—we also welcomed very strong 
statement that President Bush made during 
our meeting and—just now. We are very 
committed to a successful conclusion to 
Doha round. We believe we can do it. We 
should do it. It will be good for trade, for 
the economy globally, but also for developing 
world and also for having all the main players 
in a true multilateral system for trade. So we 
are going to make efforts to get that done. 

Regarding climate, I really welcome the 
fact that there was progress in this meeting. 
We agree there is a threat; there is a very 
serious and global threat. We agree that 
there is a need to reduce emissions. We 
agree that we should work together. That’s 
why I decided to have a forum where we 
are going to address many of these issues, 
namely technology and other issues that are 
important to fight climate change. And let’s 
be frank: Without the United States and Eu-
rope working together, we cannot engage 
others so that we can have a real global effort 
to face this very important threat to our econ-
omy but also to our security. So climate and 
energy security are important in the agenda. 
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And I’m very happy with the progress that 
we have achieved in this meeting today. 

Once again, President Bush, dear George, 
thank you very much for all the preparations 
and all the support you are giving personally 
to these very deep and strong relations. 

President Bush. Thank you, Jose. Two 
questions for the three of us, starting with 
Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]. 

Emergency Supplemental Appropriations 
Q. Mr. President, you’re about to veto a 

bill that would force troop withdrawals from 
Iraq. How much of a voice are you willing 
to give Congress in the way that you conduct 
the war? 

President Bush. Yes. I am about to veto 
a bill that has got artificial timetables for 
withdrawal, but that’s not the only bad thing 
about the bill. It also imposes the judgment 
of people here in Washington on our military 
commanders and diplomats. It also adds do-
mestic spending that’s unrelated to the war. 
I have made my position very clear—the 
Congress chose to ignore it, and so I’ll veto 
the bill. 

That’s not to say that I’m not interested 
in their opinions. I am. I look forward to 
working with members of both parties to get 
a bill that doesn’t set artificial timetables and 
doesn’t micromanage and gets the money to 
our troops. I believe there’s a lot of Demo-
crats that understand that we need to get the 
money to the troops as soon as possible. And 
so I’m optimistic we can get something done 
in a positive way. 

Russia/Missile Defense System 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. How could we ever for-

get your face? [Laughter] 
Q. That’s great. Thank you very much. I 

remember yours too. [Laughter] 
President Bush. Thank you. 
Q. Mr. President, concerning the nuclear 

dispute about missile defense, the missile de-
fense with Moscow, what concrete steps are 
you planning to convince President Putin 
that this is a good idea of NATO and the 
U.S.? And can the German Chancellor help 
you on this issue? 

President Bush. As you know, I’m having 
a regular conversation with the German 

Chancellor. We have a secure video that is 
beamed in the White House and her office, 
and so we consult regularly. And she ex-
pressed her concerns that the U.S. position 
wasn’t very clear about the missile defense 
systems and that there were some people 
concerned in Germany, as well as Europe, 
about our intentions. And she also suggested 
that it might make sense for me to share my 
intentions more clearly with President Putin. 
And I took her advice very seriously. 

Our intention, of course, is to have a de-
fense system that prevents rogue regimes 
from holding Western Europe and/or Amer-
ica to hostage. Evidently, the Russians view 
it differently. And so upon the advice of the 
Chancellor, I asked Secretary Gates to go to 
Moscow, where he had a very constructive 
meeting with President Putin. I called Presi-
dent Putin and asked him to see Secretary 
Gates, and that we would put forth an inter-
esting information-sharing proposal. 

Our intention is to say to Russia that the 
system is something you ought to think about 
participating in. It’s in your interests to have 
a system that could prevent a future Iranian 
regime, for example, from launching a weap-
on—it’s in Russia’s security interests. And 
therefore, we have started a dialog that, as 
a result of Secretary Gates’s visit, that hope-
fully will make explicit our intentions and 
hopefully present the—an opportunity to 
share with the Russians, so that they don’t 
see us as an antagonistic force, but see us 
as a friendly force. 

Trade/Iran 
Q. If I could ask you, President of the 

Commission, first of all, on the trade agree-
ment you’ve reached. Presumably this is an 
agreement that’s going to make wealthy 
countries richer, yet there’s no progress to 
report on Doha to help the plight of poor 
countries. Aren’t your priorities wrong? 

And on a separate issue, your foreign pol-
icy chief has said that the U.S. should talk 
to Iran. I wondered whether you could tell 
us exactly what the U.S. should be talking 
to Iran about. 

President Bush, if I can just add a question 
on that, your Secretary of State is going to 
a conference in Iraq where the Foreign Min-
ister from Iran is going to be present. Do 
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you expect her to have conversations with the 
Foreign Minister of Iran? What will she talk 
about? And if she does have a conversation, 
is there going to be a change of U.S. policy? 
Thank you very much. 

President Durao Barroso. Regarding the 
framework for advancing transatlantic-Euro-
pean integration, we said it very clearly—and 
it is clearly stated in the declaration and also 
in all our conversations—that this is not det-
rimental to the global trade talks. On the con-
trary, you just heard President Bush, Chan-
cellor Merkel, and myself saying it clearly 
that completion of Doha round remains a 
priority for all of us. 

But there are some artificial barriers to 
trade and investment—it’s more about in-
vestment than to trade, to be frank—still be-
tween the United States and Europe. And 
through harmonization of standards, through 
a giant effort, for instance, to promote the 
enforcement of intellectual property rights, 
through some common approaches to invest-
ment, to capital markets integration, to com-
mon—or at least commonly accepted rules 
for accounting—we are trying to untap a lot 
of potential that exists in the United States- 
European Union relations. 

So this is not at all against global trade 
talks. On the contrary, we remain and we, 
in fact, we are urging for a completion of 
the Doha trade talks, not only because they 
are about trade, but because they are about 
development. And today we had extensive 
conversations about it. And as President 
Bush has said, we’ve heard a complete brief-
ing by Susan Schwab on the American side 
and Peter Mandelson on the European 
Union side. 

Regarding Iran, we also share the same 
views, basically, about how to deal with Iran. 
And it’s not only the United States and Eu-
rope, I’ll say—there are several resolutions 
with the United Nations Security Council. 
And the Iranians should understand that this 
message they are receiving from the global 
community—by the United States, by Eu-
rope, but from others; the Security Council 
adopt several resolutions. Proliferation, nu-
clear proliferation is, indeed, a threat, not 
only to regional stability but to the global 
peace and global stability. So I believe we 
are united in sending this very clear message 

here, but also in the United Nations, to the 
Iranian authorities. 

President Bush. Should the Foreign Min-
ister of Iran bump into Condi Rice, Condi 
won’t be rude. She’s not a rude person. I’m 
sure she’ll be polite. But she’ll also be firm 
in reminding this representative of the Ira-
nian Government that there’s a better way 
forward for the Iranian people than isolation. 
My hopes, of course, is that the Foreign Min-
ister would see the resolve of our Govern-
ment, through Condi, to continue to rally the 
world to convince the Iranians to give up 
their nuclear weapons ambitions. I happen 
to believe a significant threat to world peace, 
today and in the future, is the Iranian threat 
if they were to end up with a nuclear weap-
on—‘‘today’’ is the wrong word—‘‘in the fu-
ture.’’ They don’t have a weapon today. 

And so I—if, in fact, there is a conversa-
tion, it will be one that says, if the Iranian 
Government wants to have a serious con-
versation with the United States and others, 
they ought to give up their enrichment pro-
gram in a verifiable fashion. And we will sit 
down at the table with them, along with our 
European partners and Russia as well. That’s 
what she’ll tell them. 

President Merkel. Allow me, if I may, one 
remark on the transatlantic economic part-
nership and how that tallies with the Doha 
round. The Doha round actually is mainly 
about reducing tariffs. And the transatlantic 
economic partnership has to do more with 
standards that have nothing to do, actually, 
with tariffs. 

What we are after is to see to it that we 
try for convergence on standards in many, 
many areas where we do not have mutual 
recognition of standards or areas where we 
can actually harmonize those standards, and 
therefore, reduce costs by millions, for exam-
ple, in drug testing, in crash tests for auto-
mobiles. And if we look at where the chal-
lenges lie, I am firmly convinced that both 
the United States and the European Union 
would be far more competitive and need to 
be far more competitive, vis-a-vis the emerg-
ing countries. 

So in this way, this will liberate money to 
put into new technologies, into developing 
techniques that can enable us to do that. And 
we’re actually squandering money that could 
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be put to better use. So the two are com-
plementary, but they also serve strength-
ening competitiveness of both the European 
Union and the United States. 

World Bank President Paul D. Wolfowitz 
Q. For all three of you, did you at any 

point today, either informally or not, have 
discussions about the fate of World Bank 
President Paul Wolfowitz? Should he resign, 
keep his job? And your reason for that, 
please. 

President Bush. The answer is, no, we 
didn’t have a discussion. My position is, is 
that he ought to stay. He ought to be given 
a fair hearing. And I appreciate the fact that 
he has advanced—he’s helped the World 
Bank recognize that the eradication of world 
poverty is an important priority for the bank. 

President Merkel. Well, today we did not 
address that issue, and my position is, and 
this is going to be relayed by a minister in 
the board—in the individual bodies of the 
World Bank, and they have the respective 
commissions as well, that this ought to be 
a very transparent, very candid conversation. 
This is, I think, where this belongs, this par-
ticular issue. 

Alternative Fuel Sources 
Q. A question addressed to you, Mr. Presi-

dent, and also to the Chancellor. You were 
speaking of progress that you have been able 
to achieve on climate. Are these true and 
genuine—is this true and genuine progress 
if we still don’t agree on the instruments to 
get there? The Europeans seem to be bank-
ing more on limiting CO2 emissions, sort of 
national limits that are imposed by govern-
ments. You seem to be more in favor of, sort 
of, a voluntary regime. But apparently, we’re 
sort of reaching the 11th hour. 

President Bush. Actually, that’s not an ac-
curate portrayal of my position. For example, 
take tailpipe emissions from automobiles. I 
have said we’ll have a mandatory fuel stand-
ard—not a voluntary fuel standard, but a 
mandatory fuel standard—that will reduce 
our uses of gasoline by 20 percent over a 
10-year period of time. We believe that eth-
anol and biodiesel—the spread of ethanol 
and biodiesel are—the goal of spreading eth-
anol and biodiesel is achievable. That’s what 

we believe. And we’re spending a lot of 
money to achieve that goal. 

Now, the spread of ethanol in the United 
States is not going to be achievable if we rely 
only upon corn. There is a limit to the 
amount of ethanol we can produce with corn 
as the feedstock. So our research dollars are 
going to what they call cellulosic ethanol, and 
that means the ability to make ethanol from 
switch grasses or wood chips. And we’re 
spending a lot of money to that end. 

And it is a mandatory approach. And the 
reason why I laid it out is because one, I 
do believe we can be better stewards of the 
environment, and two, I know it’s in our na-
tional interest to become less dependent on 
foreign sources of oil. The fundamental ques-
tion is, will America be able to develop the 
technology necessary for us to achieve the 
goal? I think we can. It’s in our interest to 
share that technology, not only with our part-
ners who are wealthy enough to spend 
money on research dollars but also with the 
developing world. 

Now, you talk about helping alleviate pov-
erty in the developing world. Wouldn’t it be 
wonderful if the developing world could 
grow crops that would enable them to power 
their automobiles so they wouldn’t have to 
be dependent on foreign oil either? And 
that’s the message I took down to South 
America, with Lula, and to Central America. 
For example, sugar cane is the most effi-
cient—you’re learning a lot about ethanol 
here—but sugar cane is the most efficient 
way to make ethanol. It turns out, in Central 
America, there is a lot of land and oppor-
tunity to continue to produce cane, which 
means that the Central American countries 
could be eventually net exporters of energy. 
And so we’ve got a lot of common ground 
and a lot of area to work on. 

As to how each country approaches it, 
that’s an interesting question. And I think 
that each country needs to recognize that we 
must reduce our greenhouse gases and deal, 
obviously, with their own internal politics to 
come up with an effective strategy that, 
hopefully, when added together, that it leads 
to a real reduction. 

Finally, you’ve got to recognize that in 
order to make—achieve progress on green-
house gases, we’ve got to make sure that the 
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developing nations, which are significant 
emitters, are a part of the process. As I re-
minded the people around the conference 
table today, the United States could shut 
down our economy and emit no greenhouse 
gases, and all it would take is for China, in 
about 18 months, to produce as much as we 
had been producing, to make up the dif-
ference about what we reduced our green-
house gases to. 

So it’s a—this is a very important issue. 
It’s got global consequences. The good news 
is, is that we recognize there’s a problem. 
The good news is, we recognize technology 
is going to lead to solutions, and that we’re 
willing to share those technologies. And we 
all recognize we’ve got to deal with the devel-
oping world, particularly China and India. 

President Merkel. I feel—just look back 
a year ago. I feel that we would have had 
a lot more difficulty actually bringing about 
language that describes this problem ade-
quately than we have to now. And it is thanks 
to the President and his team clearly men-
tioning what the problem is in this document. 
It says clearly, we need to do everything we 
can in order to work against these detri-
mental consequences. A lot is being done dis-
cussing this issue. For example, we need to 
discuss possible pricing of CO2, how can we 
translate this into a market-economic com-
patible scheme. 

And we are also agreed that we, as indus-
trialized country, need to address this issue; 
we need to develop the necessary technology. 
But we, alone, without the emerging coun-
tries, will not be able solve this problem. And 
this is why—how it’s—why it’s so important 
that this EU-U.S. result is translated into the 
G–8, debated together with the outreach 
countries—China and South Africa, Brazil, 
among others, and India—because if we 
were not doing that, we will—we would not 
be able to combat this problem that is truly 
a global one. 

But what is also true is that if the devel-
oped countries who have the best technology 
don’t do anything, it will be even harder to 
convince the others. But without convincing 
the others, CO2 emissions worldwide will not 
go down. And I do think that we, together, 
need to define steps. We have done it. For 
example, we said we need a proper agenda 

for the Indonesian talks at the end of this 
year. That’s an enormous step forward. And 
I think this is where we should be clear about 
the glass being half full instead of half empty. 
So think again for this. 

U.S.-EU Cooperation on the Environment 
Q. For Mr. Barroso, I would like to know 

how happy the European Union is, really, 
with the final document on climate change? 
Is it as ambitious as you were planning? 
Thank you. 

President Durao Barroso. To be very 
frank, it’s better than what I was planning. 
I think it was real progress. Of course, it’s 
working in progress, but as President Bush 
said, we agree there is a global threat; it’s 
a serious threat. We agree there is the need 
to establish a limit to greenhouse gases. We 
agree with many of the mechanisms, namely 
the market-based mechanisms, the tech-
nology cooperation. We have agreed to estab-
lish a high-level group, a forum, between the 
European Union and the American adminis-
tration to look at those issues. And as Chan-
cellor Merkel just said, we have to engage 
others. So now we can go to the G–8 summit 
in Heiligendamm in June, in Germany to dis-
cuss this issue also with others that are very 
relevant for a global solution to a global prob-
lem. 

So I really believe that there was progress 
and very concrete progress. For instance, 
standards for biofuels—it’s good. The idea 
to have a conference on renewables between 
the European Union and the United States, 
it will be next year here in Washington. And 
some concrete—it’s very detailed in our doc-
ument—some concrete mechanisms, in 
terms of energy efficiency. 

So I really believe that by linking those 
different files—climate protection, energy 
security—we can really achieve a very impor-
tant goal of having a sustainable development 
that is friendly to our environment. But I 
think it was a very important progress, and 
we are working along the same lines. But it 
is, of course, still work in progress. 

President Bush. Good. Thank you all very 
much. Madam Chancellor, thank you. 

President Merkel. Thank you. 
President Bush. Mr. President, thank 

you. 
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NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
1:18 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. 
Participating in the event were Chancellor Angela 
Merkel of Germany, in her capacity as President 
of the European Council; and President Jose 
Manuel Durao Barroso of the European Commis-
sion. President Bush referred to European Union 
Commissioner for Trade Peter Mandelson; Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin of Russia; Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Manuchehr Motaki of Iran; and President 
Luiz Inacio Lula da Silva of Brazil. A reporter 
referred to European Union Foreign Minister 
Javier Solana Madariaga. Chancellor Merkel and 
a reporter spoke in German, and their remarks 
were translated by an interpreter. 

Proclamation 8136—Jewish 
American Heritage Month, 2007 
April 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
The faith and hard work of Jewish Ameri-

cans have played an integral role in shaping 
the cultural fabric of America. During Jewish 
American Heritage Month, we celebrate the 
vital contributions of Jewish Americans to 
our Nation. 

Throughout our history, Jewish Americans 
have contributed to the strength of our coun-
try and the preservation of our values. The 
talent and imagination of these citizens have 
helped our Nation prosper, and their efforts 
continue to remind us of America’s gift of 
religious freedom and the blessings of God’s 
steadfast love. Jewish Americans have 
worked to promote civil rights and build 
bridges of mutual understanding among the 
world’s religions. Their deep commitment to 
faith and strong ties to family enrich our 
country and set a positive example for others. 

This month is also a time to recognize the 
sacrifices of Jewish Americans who serve our 
Nation in the Armed Forces. These brave 
men and women are dedicated to freedom’s 
cause, and all those who live in freedom live 
in their debt. 

Jewish American Heritage Month is an op-
portunity to honor the accomplishments of 
Jewish-American citizens and to remember 
that our Nation is a melting pot of cultures. 
I join all Americans in celebrating the rich 

Jewish heritage and the many ways Jewish 
Americans contribute to a bright future for 
our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 2007 as Jew-
ish American Heritage Month. I call upon 
all Americans to observe this month with ap-
propriate programs and activities to honor 
Jewish Americans across the country. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., May 2, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 3. 

Proclamation 8137—Loyalty Day, 
2007 
April 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America was founded by patriots who 

risked their lives to bring freedom to our Na-
tion. Today, our citizens are grateful for our 
Founding Fathers and confident in the prin-
ciples that lead us forward. On Loyalty Day, 
we celebrate the blessings of freedom and 
remember our responsibility to continue our 
legacy of liberty. 

Our Nation has never been united simply 
by blood, birth, or soil, but instead has always 
been united by the ideals that move us be-
yond our background and teach us what it 
means to be Americans. We believe deeply 
in freedom and self-government, values em-
bodied in our cherished documents and de-
fended by our troops over the course of gen-
erations. Our citizens hold the truths of our 
founding close to their hearts and dem-
onstrate their loyalty in countless ways. We 
are inspired by the patriotic service of the 
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