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Week Ending Friday, May 25, 2007 

Proclamation 8147—World Trade 
Week, 2007 
May 18, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
World trade is essential to promoting glob-

al economic growth, development, freedom, 
and prosperity. During World Trade Week, 
we underscore our commitment to free and 
fair trade and acknowledge the benefits of 
open markets for our citizens and for people 
around the globe. 

Trade creates wealth and opportunities, 
and United States engagement in the global 
economy has contributed to rising living 
standards throughout our country. Busi-
nesses that participate in international trade 
are more productive, have higher employ-
ment growth, and pay greater wages. Advanc-
ing free trade on a level playing field helps 
ensure that America benefits from the inter-
national market. 

My Administration is committed to reduc-
ing barriers to trade, strengthening our stra-
tegic partnerships, and promoting economic 
growth throughout the world. At the begin-
ning of my Administration, America had free 
trade agreements with three countries. 
Today, we have free trade agreements in 
force with 14 countries, creating benefits for 
American businesses, workers, and con-
sumers. These trade agreements are particu-
larly important for small and medium-sized 
companies to help them identify and take full 
advantage of new trade opportunities. 

The United States continues to work with 
other nations in the World Trade Organiza-
tion to complete the Doha Development 
Round, which has the potential to lift millions 
of people out of poverty. I have also called 
upon the Congress to extend Trade Pro-
motion Authority so we can complete the 
Doha Round and continue to negotiate ro-

bust trade agreements. By working to expand 
trade, we open new markets for American 
products and services and help build free 
economies that can raise the standard of liv-
ing for families. 

Now, Therefore I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim May 20 through 
May 26, 2007, as World Trade Week. I en-
courage all Americans to observe this week 
with events, trade shows, and educational 
programs that celebrate the benefits of trade 
to our Nation and the global economy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 22, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 23. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 8148—National 
Maritime Day, 2007 
May 18, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America has a proud maritime history, and 

the United States Merchant Marine has 
played a vital role in helping meet our coun-
try’s economic and national security needs. 
On National Maritime Day, we honor mer-
chant mariners for their dedication to pro-
moting commerce and protecting our free- 
dom. 
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During times of peace, the U.S. Merchant 
Marine helps ensure our economic security 
by keeping the oceans open to trade. Ships 
operated by merchant mariners transport 
goods across our Nation’s waterways and on 
the high seas around the world to connect 
American businesses and consumers with 
valuable foreign markets and commodities. 
The skill and expertise of merchant mariners 
facilitates trade and helps to strengthen our 
economy. 

In times of war, the Merchant Marine is 
the lifeline of our troops overseas. By car-
rying critical supplies, equipment, and per-
sonnel, merchant mariners provide essential 
support to our Armed Forces and help ad-
vance the cause of freedom. Today, merchant 
mariners are supporting operations in Af-
ghanistan and Iraq, and their devotion to 
duty is a tribute to the generations of men 
and women who have served our Nation with 
courage and determination in every conflict 
in America’s history. On this day, and 
throughout the year, America is grateful for 
their service. 

In recognition of the importance of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine, the Congress, by 
joint resolution approved on May 20, 1933, 
as amended, has designated May 22 of each 
year as ‘‘National Maritime Day,’’ and has 
authorized and requested that the President 
issue an annual proclamation calling for its 
appropriate observance. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim May 22, 2007, as Na-
tional Maritime Day. I call upon the people 
of the United States to mark this observance 
by honoring the service of merchant mari-
ners and by displaying the flag of the United 
States at their homes and in their commu-
nities. I also request that all ships sailing 
under the American flag dress ship on that 
day. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighteenth day of May, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-first. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., May 22, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on May 23. This item was not 
received in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

The President’s Radio Address 
May 19, 2007 

Good morning. This week, my administra-
tion reached an agreement with Republicans 
and Democrats in the Senate on immigration 
reform. I thank the leaders in both parties 
who worked hard to produce legislation that 
will secure the border, restore respect for the 
law, and meet the legitimate needs of our 
economy. 

This legislation includes all the elements 
required for comprehensive immigration re-
form. It will improve security at our borders. 
It will give employers new tools to verify the 
employment status of workers and hold busi-
nesses to account for those they hire. It will 
create a temporary-worker program. It will 
help us resolve the status of millions of illegal 
immigrants who are here already, without an-
imosity and without amnesty. And it will 
honor the great American tradition of the 
melting pot by strengthening our efforts to 
help new arrivals assimilate into our society. 

Here’s how the bill works. First, it will re-
quire the strong border security and enforce-
ment benchmarks are met before other ele-
ments of the legislation are implemented. 
These benchmarks include completing our 
plan to double the number of Border Patrol 
agents, improving border infrastructure, and 
maintaining enough beds in our detention fa-
cilities so that all those apprehended at the 
border can be held and returned to their 
home countries. We will also improve work-
site enforcement by implementing an effec-
tive system to verify worker eligibility using 
tamper-resistant identification cards and by 
imposing stiffer penalties on companies that 
knowingly violate the law. Once these bench-
marks are met, they will trigger other provi-
sions of comprehensive reform. 

The legislation will create a new tem-
porary-worker program. Such a program will 
help our economy and take pressure off the 
border by providing foreign workers with a 
legal and orderly way to enter our country 
to fill jobs that Americans are not doing. To 
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