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The Director has a central responsibility for 
implementing the full range of my adminis-
tration’s agenda, from defense programs that 
will keep the American people safe to energy 
initiatives that will break our dependence on 
foreign oil to tax policies that keep our econ-
omy growing and creating jobs. 

In all these areas, the OMB Director 
works to ensure that the American people 
get good value for every tax dollar they send 
to Washington. Jim Nussle is the right man 
to take on these challenges. For 16 years, 
Jim represented the people of northeast Iowa 
in the United States Congress. As a Member 
of Congress, Jim was a strong advocate for 
fiscal discipline and a champion of tax cuts 
that allowed the American people to keep 
more of what they earn. In 2001, Jim became 
chairman of the House Budget Committee. 
As a leader in Congress, Jim showed he can 
work with Members of both sides of the aisle 
to get positive things done for America. Jim’s 
name and knowledge command respect on 
Capitol Hill. And as OMB Director, he will 
use his expertise about the budget process 
to ensure that the taxpayers’ money is spent 
with respect and with restraint. 

In his new post, Jim will continue the im-
portant work carried out by Rob Portman. 
Over the past 2 years, Rob has served my 
administration in two important jobs. As the 
United States Trade Representative, Rob ne-
gotiated several new trade agreements and 
reenergized the Doha talks at the World 
Trade Organization. 

And as OMB Director, he helped me 
achieve our goal of cutting the Federal deficit 
in half and doing it 3 years ahead of schedule. 
He’s helped me put forward a plan to balance 
the budget by 2012 by restraining Federal 
spending and keeping our taxes low. He’s put 
Democratic leaders in Congress on notice 
that I will veto bills with excessive levels of 
spending. He has led my administration’s ef-
forts to curb the use of congressional ear-
marks and implement reforms that will make 
the earmark process more transparent. 

I thank Rob for his service and good advice 
and, most of all, his friendship. I want to tell 
his wife, Jane, that after 14 years of com-
muting to Washington, he’s going to be back 
home in Ohio, especially on the weekends. 

Rob is a tough act to follow, but that’s why 
I picked Jim Nussle. He’s a man of integrity, 
a man of vision, a man well-qualified to hold 
this job. I ask the Senate to act quickly on 
his nomination. When confirmed, he’ll make 
an outstanding OMB Director. 

Congratulations to you. 

[At this point, Director-designate Nussle 
made brief remarks] 

The President. Good job. 

[Office of Management and Budget Director 
Robert J. Portman made brief remarks] 

The President. Good job. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:49 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Director-designate 
Nussle and Director Portman. 

Statement on the Deaths of 
Firefighters in Charleston, South 
Carolina 
June 19, 2007 

Laura and I mourn the devastating loss of 
some of America’s bravest. Our prayers are 
with the families and friends of nine fire-
fighters from Charleston, South Carolina, 
who selflessly gave their own lives to protect 
their community. These firefighters were 
true heroes who demonstrated great skill and 
courage. Their unwavering commitment to 
their neighbors and to the city of Charleston 
is an inspiration to all Americans. 

Remarks at the Congressional Picnic 
June 19, 2007 

The President. Thank you all for coming. 
Laura and I welcome you to the South Lawn. 
This is an opportunity to thank the Members 
of Congress and their families for serving the 
United States. 

First, I want to recognize the Speaker. 
Madam Speaker, thank you for joining us. 
It means a lot that you’ve come. I appreciate 
the leadership of the House and the Senate 
who have joined us. For all the wives and 
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husbands, thank you for standing by your 
spouse. It’s not easy to be in public office. 
It’s a lot easier, though, when you have some-
body who loves you to help you do your job. 
And so Laura and I want to thank you all, 
in particular. We’re proud to be serving with 
you. Occasionally we might have our dif-
ferences, but one thing we all agree on is, 
we represent the greatest country on the face 
of the Earth. 

I want to thank our chef, Paul 
Prudhomme, from New Orleans, Lou-
isiana—one of the great chefs in America. 
Thanks for coming, Paul. I thank Tony Snow 
and his bunch of, well, mediocre musicians— 
[laughter]—no, great musicians. Beats 
Workin’, thanks for coming. Kermit, come 
up here. Kermit, we’re proud to have you. 

Kermit Ruffins. Well, thanks for having 
us. 

The President. Kermit Ruffins and the 
Barbecue Swingers, right out of New Orle-
ans, Louisiana. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Ruffins. Thank you. Thanks for hav-
ing us. We’re glad to be here. Thank you, 
sir. 

The President. Proud you’re here. Thanks 
for coming. 

You all enjoy yourself. Make sure you pick 
up all the trash after it’s over. [Laughter] 

God bless you, and may God bless Amer-
ica. Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:10 p.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. The transcript 
was released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
on June 20. 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Risk of Nuclear Proliferation 
Created by the Accumulation of 
Weapons-Usable Fissile Material in 
the Territory of the Russian 
Federation 
June 19, 2007 

On June 21, 2000, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13159 (the ‘‘order’’), blocking 
property and interests in property of the 
Government of the Russian Federation that 
are in the United States, that hereafter come 

within the United States, or that are or here-
after come within the possession or control 
of United States persons that are directly re-
lated to the implementation of the Agree-
ment Between the Government of the 
United States of America and the Govern-
ment of the Russian Federation Concerning 
the Disposition of Highly Enriched Uranium 
Extracted from Nuclear Weapons, dated 
February 18, 1993, and related contracts and 
agreements (collectively, the ‘‘HEU Agree-
ments’’). The HEU Agreements allow for the 
downblending of highly enriched uranium 
derived from nuclear weapons to low en-
riched uranium for peaceful commercial pur-
poses. The order invoked the authority, inter 
alia, of the International Emergency Eco-
nomic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 et seq., 
and declared a national emergency to deal 
with the unusual and extraordinary threat to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States posed by the risk of nuclear 
proliferation created by the accumulation of 
a large volume of weapons-usable fissile ma-
terial in the territory of the Russian Federa-
tion. 

The national emergency declared on June 
21, 2000, must continue beyond June 21, 
2007, to provide continued protection from 
attachment, judgment, decree, lien, execu-
tion, garnishment, or other judicial process 
for the property and interests in property of 
the Government of the Russian Federation 
that are directly related to the implementa-
tion of the HEU Agreements and subject to 
U.S. jurisdiction. Therefore, in accordance 
with section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am con-
tinuing for 1 year the national emergency 
with respect to weapons-usable fissile mate-
rial in the territory of the Russian Federation. 
This notice shall be published in the Federal 
Register and transmitted to the Congress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
June 19, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:04 a.m., June 19, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on June 20, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on June 20. 
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