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way is to have good health care policy ema-
nating out of Washington and another is to 
keep taxes low. And that’s what we’re going 
to do. So thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:27 a.m. at Man 
& Machine, Inc. Participating in the discussion 
were Mark B. McClellan, visiting senior fellow, 
AEI-Brookings Joint Center for Regulatory Stud-
ies; Mike Kostinsky, owner, and Debbie Couch, 
manager, Sorrento of Arbutus; Clifton Broumand, 
president and chief executive officer, and Lenny 
Merryman, operations manager, Man & Machine, 
Inc.; and Phyllis Burlage, owner, and Lori 
Emmert, office manager, Burlage & Associates. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of these remarks. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
the Import Safety Working Group 
July 18, 2007 

The American people expect their Govern-
ment to work tirelessly to make sure con-
sumer products are safe. And that is precisely 
what my administration is doing. 

I’ve called together key members of my 
Cabinet to review the procedures in place, 
the regulations in place, the practices in place 
to make sure that our food supply remains 
the safest in the world. The world is chang-
ing, and in order to make sure that we can 
continue to have the confidence of our con-
sumers, that we will continually review prac-
tices and procedures to assure the American 
consumer. 

And so I’ve asked Mike Leavitt, the Sec-
retary of HHS, to lead a task group that will 
report back to me in 60 days on a strategy 
that will review procedures in place and reg-
ulations in place to make sure that they’re 
meeting the needs of a changing world; that 
part of our strategy is we work with our coun-
tries from which we import goods to make 
sure that their procedures and practices will 
give us comfort. And finally, we’ll be working 
with companies that import goods from 
around the world to make sure that their 
practices meet the high standards that we set 
for the United States. 

This is a serious issue—food safety and 
consumer safety is a serious issue. We take 
it seriously, and we spend a lot of time on 
it in this administration. So, Michael, I want 

to thank you very much for taking on this 
task force. It’s important for the American 
people to know their Government is on top 
of the situation and constantly reviewing pro-
cedures and practices. So thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:50 p.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. 

Executive Order 13439— 
Establishing an Interagency Working 
Group on Import Safety 

July 18, 2007 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, and to ensure that 
the executive branch takes all appropriate 
steps to promote the safety of imported prod-
ucts, it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Establishment of Interagency 
Working Group on Import Safety. The Sec-
retary of Health and Human Services shall 
establish within the Department of Health 
and Human Services for administrative pur-
poses only an Interagency Working Group 
on Import Safety (Working Group). 

Sec. 2. Membership and Operation of 
Working Group. 

(a) The Working Group shall consist exclu-
sively of the following members, or their des-
ignees who shall be officers of the United 
States appointed by the President or mem-
bers of the Senior Executive Service: 

(i) the Secretary of Health and Human 
Services, who shall serve as Chair; 

(ii) the Secretary of State; 
(iii) the Secretary of the Treasury; 
(iv) the Attorney General; 
(v) the Secretary of Agriculture; 

(vi) the Secretary of Commerce; 
(vii) the Secretary of Transportation; 

(viii) the Secretary of Homeland Security; 
(ix) the Director of the Office of Manage-

ment and Budget; 
(x) the United States Trade Representa-

tive; 
(xi) the Administrator of the Environ-

mental Protection Agency; 
(xii) the Chairman of the Consumer Prod-

uct Safety Commission; and 
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