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Presidential Determination on
Continuation of United States Drug
Interdiction Assistance to the
Government of Colombia

August 16, 2007

Presidential Determination No. 2007-28

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and
the Secretary of Defense

Subject: Presidential Determination on
Continuation of U.S. Drug Interdiction
Assistance to the Government of Colombia

Pursuant to the authority vested in me by
section 1012 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 1995, as
amended (22 U.S.C. 2291-4), I hereby cer-
tify, with respect to Colombia, that: (1) inter-
diction of aircraft reasonably suspected to be
primarily engaged in illicit drug trafficking
in that country’s airspace is necessary be-
cause of the extraordinary threat posed by
illicit drug trafficking to the national security
of that country; and (2) that country has ap-
propriate procedures in place to protect
against innocent loss of life in the air and
on the ground in connection with such inter-
diction, which shall at a minimum include
effective means to identify and warn an air-
craft before the use of force is directed
against the aircraft.

The Secretary of State is authorized and
directed to publish this determination in the
Federal Register and to notify the Congress
of this determination.

George W. Bush

NoTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on August 17. This item
was not received in time for publication in the
appropriate issue.

The President’s Radio Address
August 18, 2007

Good morning. In recent months, Amer-
ican and Iraqi forces have struck powerful
blows against Al Qaida terrorists and violent
extremists in Anbar and other Provinces. In
recent days, our troops and Iraqi allies
launched a new offensive called Phantom
Strike. In this offensive, we are carrying out
targeted operations against terrorists and ex-
tremists fleeing Baghdad and other key cities
to prevent them from returning or setting
up new bases of operation. The terrorists re-
main dangerous and brutal, as we saw this
week when they massacred more than 200
innocent Yazidis, a small religious minority
in northwestern Iraq. Our hearts go out to
the families of those killed, and our troops
are going to go after the murderers behind
this horrific attack.

As we surge combat operations to capture
and kill the enemy, we are also surging Pro-
vincial Reconstruction Teams to promote po-
litical and economic progress. Since January,
we have doubled the number of these teams,
known as PRTs. They bring together military,
civilian, and diplomatic personnel to help
Iraqi communities rebuild infrastructure,
create jobs, and encourage reconciliation
from the ground up. These teams are now
deployed throughout the country, and they
are helping Iraqis make political gains, espe-
cially at the local level.

In Anbar Province at this time last year,
the terrorists were in control of many areas
and brutalizing the local population. Then
local sheikhs joined with American forces to
drive the terrorists out of Ramadi and other
cities. Residents began to provide critical in-
telligence, and tribesmen joined the Iraqi po-
lice and security forces. Today, the Provincial
council in Ramadi is back, and last month,
Provincial officials reopened parts of the war-
damaged government center with the help
of one of our PRTs. Thirty-five local council
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members were present as the chairman
called the body to order for its inaugural ses-
sion.

Similar scenes are taking place in other
parts of Anbar. Virtually every city and town
in the Province now has a mayor and a func-
tioning municipal council. The rule of law
is being restored. And last month, some 40
judges held a conference in Anbar to restart
major criminal trials. In the far west town
of Al Qaim, tribal leaders turned against the
terrorists. Today, those tribal leaders head
the regional mayor’s office and the local po-
lice force. Our PRT leader on the ground
reports that Al Qaim is seeing new construc-
tion, growing commercial activity, and an in-
creasing number of young men volunteering
for the Iragi Army and police.

In other Provinces, there are also signs of
progress from the bottom up. In Muthanna,
an overwhelmingly Shi’a Province, the local
council held a public meeting to hear from
citizens on how to spend their budget and
rebuild their neighborhoods. In Diyala Prov-
ince, the city of Baqubah reopened six of its
banks, providing residents with much-need-
ed capital for the local economy. And in
Ninawa Province, local officials have estab-
lished a commission to investigate corrup-
tion, with a local judge empowered to pursue
charges of fraud and racketeering.

Unfortunately, political progress at the na-
tional level has not matched the pace of
progress at the local level. The Iragi Govern-
ment in Baghdad has many important meas-
ures left to address, such as reforming the
de-Ba’athification laws, organizing Provincial
elections, and passing a law to formalize the
sharing of oil revenues. Yet the Iraqi Par-
liament has passed about 60 pieces of legisla-
tion.

And despite the lack of oil revenue law
on the books, oil revenue sharing is taking
place. The Iragi Parliament has allocated
more than $2 billion in oil revenue for the
Provinces. And the Shi’a-led Government in
Baghdad is sharing a significant portion of
these oil revenues with Sunni Provincial lead-
ers in places like Anbar.

America will continue to urge Iraq’s lead-
ers to meet the benchmarks they have set.
Yet Americans can be encouraged by the
progress and reconciliation that are taking
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place at the local level. An American politi-
cian once observed that “all politics is local.”
In a democracy, over time, national politics
reflects local realities. And as reconciliation
occurs in local communities across Iraq, it
will help create the conditions for reconcili-
ation in Baghdad as well.
Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8:20 a.m. on
August 17 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX,
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 18. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 17 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Proclamation 8165—National
Ovarian Cancer Awareness Month,
2007

August 20, 2007

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

National Ovarian Cancer Awareness
Month is an opportunity to underscore our
commitment to fighting ovarian cancer and
to finding a cure for this deadly disease.

Ovarian cancer is one of the leading causes
of cancer-related deaths among women in
our country, and the risk of developing it in-
creases with age and a family history of this
disease. Other risk factors include a history
of endometrial, colon, or breast cancer, and
obesity. Because early detection is crucial in
treating ovarian cancer and its symptoms can
be difficult to identify, women should consult
their doctors about personal risk factors,
early warning signs, and screening options.

Our Nation has made progress in the fight
against ovarian cancer, yet much more work
remains. I signed the “Gynecologic Cancer
Education and Awareness Act of 2005,” or
“Johanna’s Law,” which supports a national
campaign to raise awareness among women
and health care providers regarding
gynecologic cancers. In FY 2007, the Na-
tional Institutes of Health will invest an esti-
mated $102 million into ovarian cancer re-
search through the National Cancer Institute
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