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back to be a teacher. She left a promising 
career as a architect to come back to a com-
munity that is dear to her heart. 

It’s that spirit, by the way, that is going 
to allow me to predict with certainty, New 
Orleans’ better days are ahead for the New 
Orleans people. I mean, this is a—and there 
are stories like Rebecca all over this commu-
nity, people who have heard a call to come 
back and help. No better way to help, by 
the way, than to teach. 

But there are all kinds of different ways 
people can help the people of New Orleans 
and the gulf coast recover. You can con-
tribute to the NGOs or the local organiza-
tions that are still helping heal hearts. You 
can help with sending books to schools. You 
can get on web sites to determine where the 
needs are. And if you’re a citizen of this coun-
try who cares about making sure this part 
of the region fully recovers, please partici-
pate. Please find a way to help and continue 
to do so. 

So, Governor, I’m honored you’re here. 
Laura and I are thrilled to be in this school. 
We’re really pleased that MLK School has 
given us an opportunity to herald excellence. 
We care deeply about the folks in this part 
of the world. We ask for God’s blessings on 
the families who still hurt and suffer. And 
we thank God for the recovery efforts that 
thus far have taken place. 

Thank you for your time. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. at the 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter School for 
Science and Technology. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Representative William J. Jefferson of 
Louisiana; Hilda Young, president, Friends of 
King Board; Eric Johnson, seventh grade math 
teacher, Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Charter 
School for Science and Technology; and Gary 
Robichaux, former principal, KIPP McDonogh 15 
School for the Creative Arts. 

Remarks Following a Visit With New 
Homeowners in New Orleans 
August 29, 2007 

The President. We have just—Laura and 
I have just been given a tour by the Whites 
in their new home. And they’re going to be 
moving into this home this weekend maybe. 

Gen White. Yes. This weekend. 
The President. There’s nothing more 

hopeful than to be with somebody who says, 
‘‘Welcome to my home,’’ particularly given 
the fact that these mixed-use housing 
projects have replaced old-style, low-income 
housing projects that, frankly, didn’t work. 
In other words, the storm came, created a 
lot of heartbreak and heartache, but people 
took a different look at how best to help peo-
ple in their homes. 

And we’re in this beautiful project. This 
is a stunning project. So I’m with home-
owners-to-be, renters. Here’s a homeowner- 
to-be right here. Right across the street, as 
a matter of fact, isn’t that right? People are 
going to be able to say, ‘‘This is my home.’’ 

This is really a remarkable project. For 
people in New Orleans who remember what 
this site was like compared to what it is today, 
they’ve got to be full of hope. And so I appre-
ciate the builders. I appreciate Alphonso 
Jackson in Housing and Urban Develop-
ment, the group that have helped get this 
project started. But most of all, I appreciate 
the homeowners-to-be, people who are 
working hard to be able to say, ‘‘This is my 
home.’’ And we really appreciate you giving 
us a chance to come by. 

Ms. White. Thank you. 
The President. And we wish you all the 

very best in your new home. Congratulations 
to you. 

Thank you all. Good job. Thank you. Good 
luck to you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:06 a.m. at the 
River Garden Housing Complex. 

Remarks on Gulf Coast 
Reconstruction in Bay St. Louis, 
Mississippi 
August 29, 2007 

Thank you all for coming. This is the sec-
ond anniversary of an event that changed a 
lot of people’s lives here in southern Mis-
sissippi and up and down the coast. And 
Laura and I are honored to be with some 
of those who endured the storm and have 
dedicated their lives to rebuilding this part 
of the world. 
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We’ve been down here a lot, and as a re-
sult, I’ve gotten to know the local officials 
and have come to admire them as people 
dedicated to public service the way it ought 
to be. I, first of all, want to thank the Senator, 
Trent Lott, and his wife, Tricia, for joining 
us. Nobody cares more about the people of 
southern Mississippi than the Lotts. The peo-
ple of southern Mississippi are fortunate to 
have not only a active Senator but a powerful 
Senator working on their behalf. And so, Sen-
ator, thank you for being here. 

Gene Taylor cares a lot. Laura and I are 
proud to be here with Congressman Taylor. 
Gene was raised here. The Taylors’ daughter 
was married right there recently. This is 
where he told me he was baptized, married, 
and if you’re compassionate enough, will be 
buried. [Laughter] In other words, this is 
home. And when you’re talking about a man’s 
home, you hear a sense of passion in his 
voice. The Congressman has worked hard to 
make sure the people down here are well 
represented, and he’s doing a fine job for 
the people of southern Mississippi. Congress-
man, thank you for being here. 

The Governor of Mississippi has shown his 
true mettle and his value to the people of 
Mississippi. When crisis hit, he was calm. 
When the crisis began to abate a little bit, 
he planned. And he’s been good for the peo-
ple down here. He’s taken a problem on, and 
he’s coordinated it and managed in a way 
that you’d expect your chief executive to do. 
And so, Governor, I want to congratulate you 
on a job well done. I appreciate the First 
Lady being here as well. Thanks for working 
hard for the people down here. 

Joining us are members of—a member of 
my Cabinet, Alphonso Jackson, Housing and 
Urban Development man. Don Powell is 
here. He is the Federal Coordinator of the 
Office of Gulf Coast Rebuilding. That really 
means that he is the President’s eyes and ears 
on the ground. And while we recognize that 
there are bureaucracies that we have to deal 
with in order to make sure the taxpayers’ 
money is spent wisely, sometimes the bu-
reaucracies get in the way of common sense. 
And one of Don’s jobs is to help spot those 
obstacles to progress and work with the local 
folks to try to clear them out of the way. 

There’s still obstacles, and there’s still 
work to be done. But there’s been a lot of 
progress made, and that’s what people have 
got to understand. And I have come to this 
site, it’s what we call ground zero—this is 
where the worst of the worst of the storm 
hit—to be able to show the American people 
that through their generosity, this infrastruc-
ture has been rebuilt. 

Before I get there, I do want to thank Phil 
Bryant, the State auditor, for joining us. Ap-
preciate you coming, Phil. And then I want 
to pay tribute to the local folks that I men-
tioned. 

First of all, Eddie Favre—he’s the mayor 
of the city of Bay St. Louis. Eddie’s—for 
those of you who may be paying attention 
to this from around the country, he’s the man 
who—would be known as the man who wears 
short pants. [Laughter] Eddie is—he’s a 
colorful character, but he also is a smart man 
who has dedicated more in his life than he 
ever dreamed to helping rebuild a city he 
loves. 

Tommy Longo—he’s from Waveland. I’ve 
always viewed Waveland as a benchmark to 
determine whether or not this recovery is 
more than just shallow. In other words, I’ll 
never forget seeing Waveland as we 
choppered over Waveland. It was, like, noth-
ing; it was gone, completely destroyed. And 
so when I talk to Tommy—I really view 
Tommy as a barometer, and if Tommy is op-
timistic, I’m going to be optimistic; if Tommy 
says there is progress, I’m going to say, 
thanks. And Tommy is okay. [Laughter] I 
wouldn’t call him the most optimistic guy on 
the face of the Earth, but given what he’s 
been through and given what he has seen, 
it is remarkable that he’s still willing to serve 
with optimism. 

And so we’ve got a lot of work to do. These 
two mayors brought their problems to us— 
people are worried about insurance here. 
They’re worried about bureaucracy. I’ll tell 
you what they’re really worried about; they’re 
worried about the President and other folks 
in Washington, other than the Mississippi of-
ficials, are going to forget what took place 
down here. And so one of the reasons that 
Laura and I have come back is to remind 
people that we haven’t forgotten and won’t. 
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Somebody who sometimes is worried 
about getting forgotten is the county super-
visor, Rocky Pullman. Now, Rocky—I guess 
we’ve probably met a dozen times, haven’t 
we, Rock? And Rocks reminds me of the 
county commissioners from the State I’ve 
come from. County commissioners are al-
ways worried that the city folks are going to 
get the attention, but the rural folks will be 
ignored. Not in this case. Rocky has rep-
resented the people of Hancock County well, 
and we spent a lot of time talking to Rocky 
about debris and trees and other issues still 
facing the people down here. 

Ground zero got hit really hard. I mean, 
it’s the place where the storm did its most 
damage. And while there is better recovery 
down the coast, people here are still trying 
to crawl out from underneath the extensive 
damage. It’s really one of the messages I 
heard. And we’re proud that Pascagoula is 
doing better and Biloxi is doing better. That’s 
good. It’s good for the State, and we’re 
thrilled that that’s happening. But the folks 
here had a special, extra problems to deal 
with, and I heard you loud and clear. And 
I want to thank you for sharing that with me. 

The American people have written a 
check—written checks for $114 billion to 
help the people on the coast. And so one 
thing I do want the American people to know 
is how grateful the people of this part of the 
country are for their generosity. We felt we 
had an obligation to help, and we’ve helped. 
Now, of that 114 billion, about 80 percent 
has been obligated. Mississippi has taken the 
obligated money and is spending it wisely. 
There’s still 20 percent of the authorized that 
hasn’t been shipped out yet, so there’s more 
money coming. And there’s—obviously, 
we’ve got some more issues that we’re trying 
to work through in time. 

One area where there’s been great State- 
Federal cooperation and local cooperation is 
the rebuilding of this Bay St. Louis Bridge. 
Now, remember when we first choppered 
over here, Governor; the bridge was—there 
might have been a few pylons showing. You 
could see the planks underwater of that 
bridge. And this is a major connector for the 
people in this part of the world. This is a 
economic lifeline. So the Federal Govern-
ment said, we have an obligation to repair 

infrastructure. I think the Congressman told 
me we’ve written a little more than $260 mil-
lion worth of checks to help get this bridge 
built, but more importantly, this bridge was 
built in record time because of the close co-
operation between the State and the Federal 
Government and the local folks. And it’s a 
beautiful looking bridge, and it’s working. 

There’s another bridge in the foreground 
here, and that’s a private sector bridge. That’s 
the railroad bridge that’s up and running. 
The private sector is responding here in 
southern Mississippi. The State of Mis-
sissippi—it’s interesting—I want to tell our 
fellow citizens about what they have done 
here in 2 years’ period. One, they’ve helped 
move 31,000 families out of temporary hous-
ing into permanent homes. I don’t think we 
would have been that optimistic 2 years ago 
when we were recovering from the storms, 
that it would be possible to make those kind 
of moves that quickly. 

This is a State that opened virtually every 
public school that was damaged in the storm, 
a State that understands that education is 
part of the—an important part of the recov-
ery effort. There’s a billion dollars have gone 
out to help homeowners with repairs and re-
building. The State is active in trying to help 
the citizens regain their footing. Tax reve-
nues are up. 

Now, that’s positive, but that doesn’t mean 
there’s not more work to be done and more 
efforts made to help ground zero recover. 
The interesting thing about the folks who live 
in this part of the world, they may have lost 
their building, but they never lost their soul 
or their spirit. I think the Senator called 
them—resilience is what he’d like to define 
people. I call them optimistic about life. 

And one such person is Kay Gough, who 
is with us today. Kay is somewhere—there 
she is, right there. Here’s an interesting story. 
First of all, she’s a—she loves Bay St. Louis. 
She recognizes the uniqueness of the com-
munity. She’s a lifelong reader. She was con-
cerned about what happened to her commu-
nity. So what did she do? She opened a book-
store on Main Street, Bay St. Louis. First 
business up, right? One of the first, yes. And 
it’s an interesting example of the entrepre-
neurial spirit and a—combined with a civic 
duty. She said there’s still a lot of work that 
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needs to be done to get people back in these 
communities so that they can be buying her 
books. She said, ‘‘We want people to know 
that we want to be a part of the recovery, 
and we want to be a part of the community.’’ 

It’s that community spirit that has been 
very impressive to me and Laura. It’s that 
can-do attitude. It’s the attitude that said, 
‘‘Okay, a storm came. We understand it; we 
don’t like it; but we’re going to deal with it.’’ 
That’s the Mississippi spirit. 

And so we’re glad to be back. We’re glad 
to be back in a part of our country that is 
going to be better than it was before. It’s— 
there’s still work. We understand that. 
There’s work in Louisiana to be done; there’s 
work in Mississippi to be done. But the 
progress that has been made really speaks 
to the coordination of Government effort, 
but it really speaks to the great spirit of the 
people who live down here. 

May God bless them, and may God con-
tinue to bless our country. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. at Our 
Lady of the Gulf Parish Community Center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Haley Barbour 
of Mississippi and his wife, Marsha. 

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of 
the Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Program 
August 29, 2007 

Today is the 15th anniversary of the Coop-
erative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program, 
established in 1992 under the leadership of 
President George H.W. Bush and Senators 
Richard Lugar and Sam Nunn. CTR pro-
grams are a critical tool used to address one 
of the gravest threats we face—the danger 
that terrorists and proliferators could gain ac-
cess to weapons or materials of mass destruc-
tion. 

Under the CTR Program, thousands of nu-
clear warheads have been deactivated, and 
thousands of delivery systems—including 
missiles, strategic bombers, and strategic bal-
listic nuclear submarines—have been elimi-
nated. Kazakhstan, Belarus, and Ukraine are 
free of nuclear weapons and strategic deliv-
ery systems. The CTR Program is working 
to complete security upgrades to Russian nu-

clear warhead storage sites under the 
Bratislava Nuclear Security Cooperation Ini-
tiative announced by President Putin and me 
in 2005. To date, over 75 percent of the Rus-
sian warhead sites and 160 buildings con-
taining hundreds of metric tons of weapons- 
usable nuclear material have been secured. 
Work is underway at the balance of the war-
head and material sites, to be completed on 
an accelerated basis by the end of 2008 under 
the Bratislava Initiative. 

We have also achieved nearly 75 percent 
completion toward our goal of shutting down 
two of the last three remaining Russian 
weapons-grade plutonium production reac-
tors by the end of 2008 and nearly one-third 
completion toward shutting down the last re-
actor by the end of 2010, thus eliminating 
approximately 1.2 metric tons of weapons- 
grade plutonium per year. Through the CTR 
Program, several large-scale Soviet biological 
and chemical production facilities have been 
safely dismantled in Russia, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, and Georgia. 

By working to secure, eliminate, and ac-
count for weapons and materials of mass de-
struction, the CTR Program supports the Na-
tional Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass 
Destruction and remains the cornerstone for 
U.S. funding of the G–8 Global Partnership 
Against the Spread of Weapons and Mate-
rials of Mass Destruction. 

Another important accomplishment of 
CTR is the redirection of thousands of 
former weapons scientists in the former So-
viet Union, Libya, and Iraq into commercial 
or other nonmilitary pursuits. In addition, the 
CTR Program has helped Albania destroy all 
of its chemical weapons. 

As the threat continues to evolve else-
where, U.S. CTR efforts are expanding to in-
clude the work of securing dangerous bio-
logical pathogens, rapidly detecting disease 
outbreaks, and improving export controls and 
border security to stop the movement of ma-
terials of mass destruction worldwide. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia. 
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