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needs to be done to get people back in these 
communities so that they can be buying her 
books. She said, ‘‘We want people to know 
that we want to be a part of the recovery, 
and we want to be a part of the community.’’ 

It’s that community spirit that has been 
very impressive to me and Laura. It’s that 
can-do attitude. It’s the attitude that said, 
‘‘Okay, a storm came. We understand it; we 
don’t like it; but we’re going to deal with it.’’ 
That’s the Mississippi spirit. 

And so we’re glad to be back. We’re glad 
to be back in a part of our country that is 
going to be better than it was before. It’s— 
there’s still work. We understand that. 
There’s work in Louisiana to be done; there’s 
work in Mississippi to be done. But the 
progress that has been made really speaks 
to the coordination of Government effort, 
but it really speaks to the great spirit of the 
people who live down here. 

May God bless them, and may God con-
tinue to bless our country. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:23 p.m. at Our 
Lady of the Gulf Parish Community Center. In 
his remarks, he referred to Gov. Haley Barbour 
of Mississippi and his wife, Marsha. 

Statement on the 15th Anniversary of 
the Cooperative Threat Reduction 
Program 
August 29, 2007 

Today is the 15th anniversary of the Coop-
erative Threat Reduction (CTR) Program, 
established in 1992 under the leadership of 
President George H.W. Bush and Senators 
Richard Lugar and Sam Nunn. CTR pro-
grams are a critical tool used to address one 
of the gravest threats we face—the danger 
that terrorists and proliferators could gain ac-
cess to weapons or materials of mass destruc-
tion. 

Under the CTR Program, thousands of nu-
clear warheads have been deactivated, and 
thousands of delivery systems—including 
missiles, strategic bombers, and strategic bal-
listic nuclear submarines—have been elimi-
nated. Kazakhstan, Belarus, and Ukraine are 
free of nuclear weapons and strategic deliv-
ery systems. The CTR Program is working 
to complete security upgrades to Russian nu-

clear warhead storage sites under the 
Bratislava Nuclear Security Cooperation Ini-
tiative announced by President Putin and me 
in 2005. To date, over 75 percent of the Rus-
sian warhead sites and 160 buildings con-
taining hundreds of metric tons of weapons- 
usable nuclear material have been secured. 
Work is underway at the balance of the war-
head and material sites, to be completed on 
an accelerated basis by the end of 2008 under 
the Bratislava Initiative. 

We have also achieved nearly 75 percent 
completion toward our goal of shutting down 
two of the last three remaining Russian 
weapons-grade plutonium production reac-
tors by the end of 2008 and nearly one-third 
completion toward shutting down the last re-
actor by the end of 2010, thus eliminating 
approximately 1.2 metric tons of weapons- 
grade plutonium per year. Through the CTR 
Program, several large-scale Soviet biological 
and chemical production facilities have been 
safely dismantled in Russia, Uzbekistan, 
Kazakhstan, and Georgia. 

By working to secure, eliminate, and ac-
count for weapons and materials of mass de-
struction, the CTR Program supports the Na-
tional Strategy to Combat Weapons of Mass 
Destruction and remains the cornerstone for 
U.S. funding of the G–8 Global Partnership 
Against the Spread of Weapons and Mate-
rials of Mass Destruction. 

Another important accomplishment of 
CTR is the redirection of thousands of 
former weapons scientists in the former So-
viet Union, Libya, and Iraq into commercial 
or other nonmilitary pursuits. In addition, the 
CTR Program has helped Albania destroy all 
of its chemical weapons. 

As the threat continues to evolve else-
where, U.S. CTR efforts are expanding to in-
clude the work of securing dangerous bio-
logical pathogens, rapidly detecting disease 
outbreaks, and improving export controls and 
border security to stop the movement of ma-
terials of mass destruction worldwide. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia. 
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Statement on the Situation in Burma 
August 30, 2007 

I strongly condemn the ongoing actions of 
the Burmese regime in arresting, harassing, 
and assaulting prodemocracy activists for or-
ganizing or participating in peaceful dem-
onstrations. These activists were voicing con-
cerns about recent dramatic increases in the 
price of fuel, and their concerns should be 
listened to by the regime rather than silenced 
through force. 

The Burmese regime should heed the 
international calls to release these activists 
immediately and stop its intimidation of 
those Burmese citizens who are promoting 
democracy and human rights. I also call on 
the regime to release all political prisoners, 
including Aung San Suu Kyi, and to lift re-
strictions on humanitarian organizations that 
seek to help the people of Burma. 

Proclamation 8170—National 
Preparedness Month, 2007 
August 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
National Preparedness Month is an oppor-

tunity to raise awareness about the impor-
tance of emergency preparedness and to en-
courage all Americans to better prepare their 
homes and communities for emergencies. 

Protecting America’s homeland and citi-
zens is the shared responsibility of the entire 
Nation. Individuals can prepare themselves 
and their families for emergencies by taking 
simple steps such as organizing an emer-
gency supply kit, making a personal pre-
paredness plan, becoming informed about 
different threats, and getting involved in pre-
paring their community. These activities cre-
ate a culture of preparedness and can help 
save lives. 

My Administration continues to improve 
our Nation’s ability to prepare for emer-
gencies. The Department of Homeland Se-
curity is working with other Federal, State, 
and local government organizations, as well 
as the private sector, to prevent, respond to, 

and recover from all types of emergencies. 
Together, Americans can significantly en-
hance the level of national preparedness to 
further safeguard our communities and se-
cure our homeland. 

This month is also an opportunity to pay 
tribute to America’s first responders who put 
themselves at risk for the safety of their fel-
low citizens. These brave police officers, fire-
fighters, and emergency service personnel 
exemplify the compassion and commitment 
that help strengthen our country. We will be 
forever grateful for their service and sac-
rifice. 

During National Preparedness Month, I 
encourage all Americans to get involved in 
their community’s preparedness efforts. Citi-
zens may visit ready.gov and citizencorps.gov 
to learn more about emergency preparedness 
and ways to take action. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim September 2007 
as National Preparedness Month. I call upon 
the people of the United States to recognize 
the importance of preparing for potential 
emergencies and to observe this month by 
participating in appropriate events, activities, 
and preparedness programs. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of August, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand seven, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., September 4, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on September 5. 

Interview With Foreign Print Media 
August 30, 2007 

The President. So, like, what are the 
rules? 

National Security Council Senior Di-
rector for Asian Affiars Dennis Wilder. 
On the record. 
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