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of 2007, it will provide a complete and cor-
rect declaration of all its nuclear programs, 
nuclear weapons programs, materials, and 
any proliferation activity. North Korea will 
get started on its commitment to disable all 
its existing nuclear facilities by disabling the 
core nuclear facilities at Yongbyon by the end 
of the year. North Korea also committed not 
to transfer nuclear materials, technology, or 
know-how beyond its borders. 

The other parties—including the United 
States—are providing economic and energy 
assistance to North Korea. Such assistance 
is being provided as North Korea carries out 
its commitments. 

I commend Secretary Rice, Ambassador 
Hill, and our negotiating team for their hard 
work and dedication to this important effort, 
which will help secure the future peace and 
prosperity of the Northeast Asian region. 

Message to the House of 
Representatives Returning Without 
Approval the ‘‘Children’s Health 
Insurance Program Reauthorization 
Act of 2007’’ 
October 3, 2007 

To the House of Representatives: 
I am returning herewith without my ap-

proval H.R. 976, the ‘‘Children’s Health In-
surance Program Reauthorization Act of 
2007,’’ because this legislation would move 
health care in this country in the wrong di-
rection. 

The original purpose of the State Chil-
dren’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP) 
was to help children whose families cannot 
afford private health insurance, but do not 
qualify for Medicaid, to get the coverage they 
need. My Administration strongly supports 
reauthorization of SCHIP. That is why I pro-
posed last February a 20 percent increase 
in funding for the program over 5 years. 

This bill would shift SCHIP away from its 
original purpose and turn it into a program 
that would cover children from some families 
of four earning almost $83,000 a year. In ad-
dition, under this bill, government coverage 
would displace private health insurance for 
many children. If this bill were enacted, one 
out of every three children moving onto gov-

ernment coverage would be moving from pri-
vate coverage. The bill also does not fully 
fund all its new spending, obscuring the true 
cost of the bill’s expansion of SCHIP, and 
it raises taxes on working Americans. 

Because the Congress has chosen to send 
me a bill that moves our health care system 
in the wrong direction, I must veto it. I hope 
we can now work together to produce a good 
bill that puts poorer children first, that moves 
adults out of a program meant for children, 
and that does not abandon the bipartisan tra-
dition that marked the enactment of SCHIP. 
Our goal should be to move children who 
have no health insurance to private coverage, 
not to move children who already have pri-
vate health insurance to government cov-
erage. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 3, 2007. 

Remarks Following Discussions With 
Parliament Member Sa’ad Hariri of 
Lebanon 
October 4, 2007 

President Bush. It is my honor to wel-
come the honorable Sa’ad Hariri here to the 
Oval Office. Sa’ad is the majority leader in 
the Lebanese Parliament. 

I told this courageous leader that the 
United States strongly supports the success 
of democracy in Lebanon; that we respect 
your country, and that we understand the ob-
stacles that you face. First, I was very im-
pressed by the response of the Government 
and Prime Minister Siniora in dealing with 
the extremists and radicals, impressed by his 
willingness to have the Lebanese forces work 
for security in Lebanon, and so impressed 
that I asked Admiral Fallon to go to Lebanon 
to assess how we can further help the Gov-
ernment and the forces protect themselves 
from radical elements who are willing to use 
violence and terror to achieve objectives. 

We talked about the upcoming Presi-
dential election, and I am deeply concerned 
about foreign interference in your elections. 
It is—the message has been sent to nations, 
such as Syria, that they should not interfere 
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