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of the curses of totalitarianism is that it af-
fects everyone. Good people make moral 
compromises to feed their families, avoid the 
whispers of neighbors, and escape a visit 
from the secret police. If Cuba is to enter 
a new era, it must find a way to reconcile 
and forgive those who have been part of the 
system but who do not have blood on their 
hands. They’re victims as well. 

At this moment, my words are being trans-
mitted into—live into Cuba by media outlets 
in the free world, including Radio and TV 
Marti. To those Cubans who are listening— 
perhaps at great risk—I would like to speak 
to you directly. 

Some of you are members of the Cuban 
military or the police or officials in the Gov-
ernment. You may have once believed in the 
revolution. Now you can see its failure. When 
Cubans rise up to demand their liberty, they 
deserve—they—the liberty they deserve, 
you’ve got to make a choice. Will you defend 
a disgraced and dying order by using force 
against your own people? Or will you em-
brace your people’s desire for change? There 
is a place for you in the free Cuba. You can 
share the hope found in the song that has 
become a rallying cry for freedom-loving Cu-
bans on and off the island: ‘‘Nuestro Dia Ya 
Viene Llegando’’—our day is coming soon. 

To the ordinary Cubans who are listening: 
You have the power to shape your own des-
tiny. You can bring about a future where your 
leaders answer to you, where you can freely 
express your beliefs, and where your children 
can grow up in peace. Many experts once 
said that that day could never come to East-
ern Europe or Spain or Chile. Those experts 
were wrong. When the Holy Father came 
to Cuba and offered God’s blessings, he re-
minded you that you hold your country’s fu-
ture in your hands. And you can carry this 
refrain in your heart: Su dia ya viene 
llegando—your day is coming soon. 

To the schoolchildren of Cuba: You have 
a lot in common with young people in the 
United States. You both dream of hopeful 
futures, and you both have the optimism to 
make those dreams come true. Do not be-

lieve the tired lies you are told about Amer- 
ica. We want nothing from you except to wel-
come you to the hope and joy of freedom. 
Do not fear the future. Su dia ya viene 
llegando—your day is coming soon. 

Until that day, you and your suffering are 
never far from our hearts and prayers. The 
American people care about you. And until 
we stand together as free men and women, 
I leave you with a hope, a dream, and a mis-
sion: Viva Cuba Libre. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to President Fidel Castro 
Ruz of Cuba. The Office of the Press Secretary 
also released a Spanish language transcript of 
these remarks. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Leslie H. Southwick as United States 
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit 
October 24, 2007 

The confirmation of Judge Leslie South-
wick to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fifth Circuit is a victory for America’s judicial 
system and for the citizens of Louisiana, Mis-
sissippi, and Texas. Today’s bipartisan vote 
resolves a longstanding judicial emergency 
and will help ensure that the Fifth Circuit 
can operate more effectively. Judge South-
wick is a man of character and intelligence 
who will apply the law fairly. I appreciate 
the Senate’s approval of his nomination. 

While today’s vote resolves one judicial 
emergency, many of America’s Federal 
courts continue to have unnecessary vacan-
cies. I have nominated highly qualified men 
and women to serve on these courts. Now 
the Senate must act. In the final 2 years of 
the past 3 administrations, the Senate has 
confirmed an average of 17 circuit court 
judges. But since January of this year, the 
Senate has confirmed only five circuit court 
nominees. The Senate has more work to do. 
I once again call upon the Senate to fulfill 
its constitutional responsibilities and prompt-
ly provide these nominees fair up-or-down 
votes. 
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Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
the Situation In or In Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 24, 2007 

On October 27, 2006, by Executive Order 
13413, I declared a national emergency with 
respect to the situation in or in relation to 
the Democratic Republic of the Congo and, 
pursuant to the International Emergency 
Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C. 1701– 
1706), ordered related measures blocking the 
property of certain persons contributing to 
the conflict in that country. I took this action 
to deal with the unusual and extraordinary 
threat to the foreign policy of the United 
States constituted by the situation in or in 
relation to the Democratic Republic of the 
Congo, which has been marked by wide-
spread violence and atrocities that continue 
to threaten regional stability and was ad-
dressed by the United Nations Security 
Council in Resolution 1596 of April 18, 2005, 
Resolution 1649 of December 21, 2005, and 
Resolution 1698 of July 31, 2006. 

Because this situation continues to pose an 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the for-
eign policy of the United States, the national 
emergency declared on October 27, 2006, 
and the measures adopted on that date to 
deal with that emergency, must continue in 
effect beyond October 27, 2007. Therefore, 
in accordance with section 202(d) of the Na-
tional Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), 
I am continuing for 1 year the national emer-
gency declared in Executive Order 13413. 

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 24, 2007. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:45 a.m., October 25, 2007] 

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal 
Register on October 26. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to the 
Situation In or In Relation to the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo 

October 24, 2007 

To the Congress of the United States: 
The situation in or in relation to the 

Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 
has been marked by widespread violence and 
atrocities that continue to threaten regional 
stability and was addressed by the United 
Nations Security Council in Resolution 1596 
of April 18, 2005, Resolution 1649 of Decem-
ber 21, 2005, and Resolution 1698 of July 
31, 2006, continues to pose an unusual and 
extraordinary threat to the foreign policy of 
the United States. For this reason, I have 
determined that it is necessary to continue 
the national emergency declared in Execu-
tive Order 13413 of October 27, 2006, and 
the related measures blocking the property 
of certain persons contributing to the con-
flict. 

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision, 
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal 
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the situa-
tion in or in relation to the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo, and the related meas-
ures blocking the property of certain persons 
contributing to the conflict in that country, 
must continue in effect beyond October 27, 
2007. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 24, 2007. 
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