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AIDS in America and around the world. We 
also remember those who have lost their lives 
to this terrible disease and those who con-
tinue to suffer. 

HIV/AIDS is a global challenge. In 2003, 
my Administration launched the President’s 
Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR), 
a $15 billion mobilization, to help support 
prevention, treatment, and care programs in 
some of the hardest hit countries around the 
world. PEPFAR’s ABC approach—absti-
nence, being faithful, and using condoms— 
with abstinence as the only sure way to avoid 
the sexual transmission of HIV/AIDS, is 
helping stop the spread of this devastating 
disease. 

In the United States as well, HIV/AIDS 
affects too many of our families, neighbors, 
and friends. We continue to fund research 
to develop new methods of treatment and 
prevention, and to emphasize voluntary HIV 
screening as a routine part of health care. 
The Ryan White CARE Act has provided 
Americans in need with better access to med-
ical care, antiretroviral treatments, and coun-
seling. With medicine, support, and their 
own daily courage, many citizens are man-
aging a condition that was once often fatal. 

The pandemic of HIV/AIDS can be de-
feated. The United States is taking the lead 
in this great effort, and we stand united with 
our international partners in combating this 
virus. We also recognize the essential role 
that faith-based and community organiza-
tions play in providing support and compas-
sion to those living with the disease. By work-
ing together, we can give hope and comfort 
to millions. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim December 1, 
2007, as World AIDS Day. On this day and 
throughout the year, the red ribbon helps 
raise awareness of the importance of fighting 
HIV/AIDS. This year, the White House will 
display this symbol from the North Portico 
to represent America’s commitment to this 
struggle. I urge the Governors of the States 
and the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, offi-
cials of the other territories subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, and the 

American people to join me in appropriate 
activities to remember those who have lost 
their lives to AIDS and to provide support 
and comfort to those living with this disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-ninth day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand seven, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 3, 2007] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 4. 

Remarks on World AIDS Day in 
Mount Airy, Maryland 
November 30, 2007 

Tomorrow is World AIDS Day, and Laura 
and I are honored to commemorate the occa-
sion here at the Calvary United Methodist 
Church. And we’re honored to commemo-
rate the day with people who have dedicated 
their lives to save lives. 

I want to start by thanking Ambassador 
Mark Dybul, who is the Global AIDS Coor-
dinator. His job is to make sure that Amer-
ica’s great compassion is effective and wide-
spread, that the goals we have set are met. 
And I—Mr. Ambassador, you’re doing a fine 
job, and I want to thank you very much for 
serving. 

I also want to thank Pastor Dennis Yocum, 
the pastor of this church. Dennis, I want to 
thank you for your hospitality—it’s not easy 
to host the President and all those who follow 
the President. I want to thank the members 
of your church who have so graciously made 
our stay here so comfortable. 

I really want to thank the people standing 
behind me for not only joining Laura and 
me in discussions but for serving as such 
powerful examples of the human spirit. Be-
hind me are folks who understand that the 
scourge of HIV/AIDS can be mitigated and 
that people’s lives can be improved, who 
have seen hopelessness and have seen hope, 
people who are willing to act on the universal 
call to love a neighbor. People here come 
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from obviously different backgrounds and 
different denominations, yet they share this 
timeless calling to heal the sick and comfort 
the lonely. And their stories are incredibly 
inspirational and touching. 

I appreciate the fact that they live out their 
faith, just like hundreds of thousands of other 
people do who are involved with the HIV/ 
AIDS crisis. And in so living out their faith, 
they better our world. 

World AIDS Day is both a day of sadness 
and a day of hope. We remember with sad-
ness all those lost to AIDS. We mourn their 
lives cut short, their dreams of future denied. 
And we ask for God’s blessing on the loved 
ones they have left behind. We also mark 
this day with hope for the improving pros-
pects of those living with the virus, for the 
unprecedented number of infections being 
prevented, and for new progress toward 
eradicating this disease. Above all, we rededi-
cate ourselves to a great purpose: We will 
turn the tide against HIV/AIDS once and for 
all. 

According to the most recent estimates by 
the United Nations, more than 33 million 
people around the world live with HIV. They 
are mothers; they are fathers, brothers and 
sisters, friends and teachers. And each day, 
some 5,700 lose their life. 

When Americans witness this suffering, 
they feel a duty to respond. Some are moti-
vated by conscience and a conviction that 
America should use its great influence to be 
a force for good. Many others are driven by 
faith, by the call to love your neighbor as 
yourself, even when that neighbor may live 
on the other side of the world. This spirit 
of brotherhood and generosity has long de-
fined our country. And over the past 6 years, 
we have rallied that spirit in the fight against 
HIV/AIDS. 

Here at home, we’ve taken new measures 
to increase HIV/AIDS testing and expand 
treatment and improve care. We’ve worked 
with health care providers to make voluntary 
HIV screening a routine part of medical care, 
so all Americans can know their status. We’ve 
worked with Congress to renew the Ryan 
White Care Act, which helps HIV/AIDS pa-
tients receive lifesaving drugs. 

Overseas, the scope of this challenge is 
much longer—much larger, and this Nation 

is responding. In 2003, I proposed the Emer-
gency Plan for AIDS Relief, a 5-year, $15 
billion initiative to expand prevention, treat-
ment, and care in the most heavily affected 
countries. Congress approved the plan with 
bipartisan support. And I want our fellow 
citizens to think about what this means. 
Every year, American taxpayers send billions 
of their hard-earned dollars overseas to save 
the lives of people they have never met. 

In return for this extraordinary generosity, 
Americans expect results, so the emergency 
plan includes specific, measurable targets for 
progress. It demands honesty and account-
ability for all those involved. It puts local 
partners in the lead because they know the 
needs of their people best. With this strategy, 
we have pioneered a new model for public 
health. And so far, the results have been 
striking. 

Five years ago, only 50,000 people with 
AIDS in sub-Sahara Africa were receiving 
antiretroviral drugs. Today, thanks to the 
emergency plan and to the generosity of the 
American taxpayer, that number is nearly 1.4 
million. Think about that. Over a 5-year pe-
riod of time, the number of people in sub- 
Sahara Africa has increased from 50,000 peo-
ple to 1.4 million thanks to the American tax-
payer. Around the world, another 6.7 million 
people with HIV/AIDS have received com-
passionate care, including 2.7 million or-
phans and vulnerable children. Tens of mil-
lions have received prevention messages 
based on the proven principles of ABC, 
which is ‘‘Abstinence, Be faithful, and use 
Condoms.’’ 

The money that you have spent is being 
spent wisely and saving lives. Some call this 
a remarkable success. I call it a good start. 
So we have worked with the private sector 
and G–8 nations to increase their commit-
ments. This May, I proposed to double our 
Nation’s initial pledge to $30 billion over the 
next 5 years. These American funds will help 
us support treatment for nearly 2.5 million 
people, prevent more than 12 million new 
infections, and support care for 12 million 
people, including more than 5 million or-
phans and vulnerable children. Now the time 
has come for the United States Congress to 
act again. I’m confident they will, and I call 
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on the Congress to show America’s leader-
ship by reauthorizing the emergency plan 
and doubling our commitment to this urgent 
cause. 

One reason for the effectiveness of our ef-
forts is the leading role of faith-based organi-
zations. Last summer, volunteers from this 
church traveled to Namibia to serve at a 
home for AIDS orphans. Think about that. 
People from this part of Maryland took it 
upon themselves to travel to a faraway land 
to help orphans, to say we love you, to inspire 
through their compassion. With me today is 
a fellow named Chris Dominick from the 
McLean Bible Church. He briefed Laura 
and me and the others on the training that 
he had received in order to go to Zambia 
tomorrow. Faith-based groups like these are 
the foot soldiers in the armies of compassion. 
They are changing behavior by changing 
hearts, and they are helping to defeat this 
epidemic one soul at a time. 

This morning I also met a woman a named 
Martha Chilufya—was afraid you left. 
[Laughter] Eight years ago, she established 
Mututa Memorial Center in Zambia to honor 
her husband, who had died of AIDS. Today, 
the center partners with the emergency plan 
and faith-based caregivers to serve more than 
150 patients. Martha hosted Laura and Jenna 
on their recent trip to Africa. And they lis-
tened to a choir of orphans who had received 
loving care at the center. The children sang 
these inspiring words: ‘‘God, you are really 
there . . . when I pray, when I cry, when 
I am ill, you are there.’’ 

Stories like these bring pride to our coun-
try, and they should bring something more. 
When we support nations seeking to replace 
chaos and despair with progress and hope, 
we reduce the appeal of extremism. When 
we replace despair with progress, when we 
replace hopelessness with hope, we add to 
the security of our Nation. As well, we make 
friends who will always remember that 
America stood with them in their hour of 
need. 

The new relationships that America has 
forged in Africa are a high priority for our 
Nation. I’m pleased to announce that Laura 
and I will travel to sub-Sahara Africa early 
next year. I look forward to seeing the results 
of America’s generosity and to assure our 

friends that they have a steady partner in the 
United States of America. 

The Scriptures tell us, ‘‘I have set before 
you life and death . . . therefore, choose life.’’ 
All who wage the battle against AIDS have 
made the choice for life. Because of their 
compassion and courage, millions who once 
saw the disease as a death sentence now look 
to the future with hope. This World AIDS 
Day is a day of importance because it’s a day 
we resolve to continue the work of healing 
and redemption. It’s a day to strive for the 
day when the scourge of AIDS is a part of 
history. 

Laura and I are honored to be here with 
you all. May God bless your work; may God 
bless those who suffer from HIV/AIDS; may 
God continue to bless our country. Thank 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at Cal-
vary United Methodist Church. In his remarks, 
he referred to Martha Chilufya, director, Mutata 
Memorial Center, Lusaka, Zambia. 

Proclamation 8208—National Drunk 
and Drugged Driving Prevention 
Month, 2007 
November 30, 2007 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Accidents related to drunk and drugged 

driving claim the lives of thousands of Ameri-
cans every year. During National Drunk and 
Drugged Driving Prevention Month we seek 
to raise awareness about the dangers of driv-
ing under the influence of alcohol or drugs 
and encourage citizens to drive responsibly. 

As a Nation, we must work together to pre-
vent drunk and drugged driving on our roads. 
We can all play an important role by edu-
cating family members and friends about the 
devastating consequences of impaired driv-
ing and by insisting that they have a des-
ignated driver. Businesses, community orga-
nizations, and faith-based groups can pro-
mote substance abuse prevention and en-
courage alternative sources of transportation. 
By encouraging our fellow citizens to make 
responsible choices, we can help save lives. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 12:02 Dec 04, 2007 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P48NOT4.030 P48NOT4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-07-18T11:43:25-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




