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as you watch me sign this proclamation de-
claring February American Heart Month. 

[At this point, the President signed the proc-
lamation.] 

Thank you. You bet. Thank you for being 
here. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 a.m. at the 
InterContinental Kansas City Hotel. 

Proclamation 8220—American Heart 
Month, 2008 
February 1, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Heart disease is the number one killer of 

both men and women in the United States. 
As we observe American Heart Month, we 
renew our commitment to raising awareness 
of the serious impact of cardiovascular dis-
ease, and we encourage all citizens to take 
steps to help prevent it. 

By exercising regularly, avoiding tobacco, 
limiting consumption of alcohol, following a 
nutritious diet, and monitoring high blood 
cholesterol and high blood pressure, we all 
can work to decrease the chances of devel-
oping cardiovascular disease. I urge all Amer-
icans to take advantage of regular screenings 
and consult their doctors about how to re-
duce their personal risk for heart disease. 

In 2002, the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute, coordinating with other Fed-
eral agencies and national organizations, es-
tablished the national campaign ‘‘The Heart 
Truth’’ to raise awareness among women of 
the dangers of cardiovascular disease. Today, 
more Americans are aware that it is the lead-
ing cause of death. The National Ambassador 
of ‘‘The Heart Truth’’ campaign, First Lady 
Laura Bush, continues to lead the Federal 
Government’s efforts to send the urgent 
message to women about their risk for heart 
disease. Through this campaign, millions of 
women across the country have come to rec-
ognize the red dress as an important re-
minder to make healthy choices for their 
heart and encourage others to do the same. 

During American Heart Month, we ex-
press our gratitude to the dedicated medical 
professionals, researchers, and others whose 
tireless efforts help save lives and make a dif-
ference for countless Americans. As we work 
together to fight this deadly disease, we rec-
ognize that every person can take action to 
reduce his or her risk for heart disease and 
make the decision to live a healthier life. 

In acknowledgement of the importance of 
the ongoing fight against cardiovascular dis-
ease, the Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77 
Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that 
the President issue an annual proclamation 
designating February as ‘‘American Heart 
Month.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim February 2008 as Amer-
ican Heart Month, and I invite all Americans 
to participate in National Wear Red Day on 
February 1, 2008. I also invite the Governors 
of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, officials of other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, and the 
American people to join me in recognizing 
and reaffirming our commitment to fighting 
cardiovascular disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:21 a.m., February 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on February 5. 

Remarks at Hallmark Cards, Inc., in 
Kansas City 
February 1, 2008 

Thank you all. Thank you for letting me 
come by to say hello. A couple of observa-
tions: One, you work for a fabulous company 
of caring people. I appreciate, Don, your hos-
pitality. I am still trying to recover from the 
kindergarten experience. [Laughter] I mean, 
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you talk about sapping a person’s energy. 
[Laughter] But it was a fabulous experience. 

I got to see Hallmark cards being made, 
and the fella kindly made me one that said, 
‘‘For your daughters.’’ It was sweet, but it 
just didn’t have any warning in there about 
how to conduct myself for the upcoming 
wedding. [Laughter] 

I’m here in Kansas City for a couple of 
reasons. One, I do want to spend a little time 
on the economy. I had breakfast this morning 
with entrepreneurs, small-business owners. I 
want to find out what’s on their mind. I will 
tell you that there’s a sense of optimism, I 
was pleased to hear. People are confident 
about the future—at least, these 
businessowners were—and they should be. 
Interest rates are low; inflation is low; pro-
ductivity is high. But there are certainly some 
troubling signs. There’s serious signs that the 
economy is weakening and that we got to do 
something about it. 

Today we got such a sign when after 52 
consecutive months of job creation, we lost 
17,000 jobs. The unemployment rate went 
down, but nevertheless, a serious matter is, 
is that for the first time in 52 months that 
we didn’t create jobs. 

And so the question is, what do we do 
about it? Does Government have a responsi-
bility, and if so, what is it? I do think Govern-
ment has a responsibility. I think Govern-
ment can take decisive action to help us deal 
with this period of uncertainty. 

One such action is to help people stay in 
their homes. We got—some of our citizens 
purchased mortgages that they can’t afford 
now. Hopefully the reason—hopefully they 
didn’t get deceived, and if they did, the Gov-
ernment has a responsibility to take care of 
that. In other words, we don’t want people 
buying a mortgage and the person who sold 
them the mortgage didn’t fully disclose the 
reset inherent in a subprime note. 

But we can help people stay in their homes 
by connecting the borrower with the mort-
gage industry. Now, what makes it difficult 
in this day and age is that when I bought 
a home, I sat down with the savings and loan 
officer. And had I gotten in a financial bind, 
I would have gone back to that same officer 
and said, you own my note; help me refi-
nance so I can stay in my home. Today, that 

financial institution probably doesn’t own the 
note anymore; somebody else owns the note. 
And therefore, we’re trying to make sure we 
connect the borrower with somebody in the 
mortgage industry that will help them refi-
nance. 

And that’s why we started what’s called the 
HOPE NOW Alliance. Secretary Paulson 
and Secretary Jackson are bringing people to-
gether from the private sector, and they cou-
ple that with an information campaign, so 
that people who have a subprime loan know 
how to refinance and can find somebody to 
help them refinance. And it’s been a com-
plicated matter, but nevertheless, we’re very 
much engaged in helping people sort 
through what is definitely a difficult period 
in their life. 

The Government can help. The Federal 
Housing Administration has got the capacity 
to help refinance homes, and they need to 
expand the authority of the FHA to do it. 
And Congress needs to get that bill passed. 
I mean, this will be a positive step toward 
helping people stay in homes. And that’s 
what we want to do. See, you notice I’m not 
saying, we’re going to bail out the lenders. 
We’re going to help the individual person be 
able to keep their home. It’s in the interest 
of the country we do that. 

Secondly, there’s bonding authorities, tax- 
exempt bonding authorities that are now 
used to help people buy new homes. States 
and local governments ought to be able to 
use that money to help people stay in the 
home they have. And that will be helpful as 
well. And so here are some constructive 
measures that we can take. There’s a cycli-
cality when it comes to the housing inter-
ests—housing industry. But in the meantime, 
or during this down cycle, we want to help 
individual Americans. 

Secondly, a concern is whether or not our 
consumers will lose confidence in our econ-
omy. You don’t want that to happen at Hall-
mark. You want the consumers to still buy 
your product on a regular basis. And one way 
to address that issue is to have a temporary, 
robust tax rebate. And that’s what we’re 
working on in Congress. You hear this discus-
sion of a stimulus package. Well, a key com-
ponent of that package is to give you some 
of your money back so you can spend it. 
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And the House of Representatives passed 
a good package. The administration worked 
with the House—it may surprise you that Re-
publicans and Democrats can actually get 
something done in a constructive fashion, but 
it happened in this case, for the good of the 
country. And now the Senate is debating the 
bill, and it’s very important for the Senate 
to finish their work quickly cause the sooner 
we can get money into our consumers’ hands, 
the more likely it is, is that this economy will 
get back—recover from this period of uncer-
tainty. 

The fundamentals are strong. We’re just 
in a rough patch, as witnessed by the employ-
ment figures today. And I’m confident we 
can get through this rough patch. And one 
way to do it is to—for Congress and the ad-
ministration to work collaboratively and get 
this deal done. 

Now, a key component, as well, of a 
growth package is to encourage businesses 
to invest. And why would you do that? Well, 
if Hallmark buys a new piece of equipment, 
somebody has to make that equipment. In 
other words, job creation happens when peo-
ple make investments. And if you, therefore, 
stimulate businesses, both large and small, 
to make investments this year, as quickly as 
possible, it means somebody is more likely 
to keep work and the economy will continue 
to be strong. 

So the two key components of this package 
are, one, enhance consumerism by giving 
consumers money—it’s not like a great gift; 
after all, it’s your own money; we’re just giv-
ing it back to you—and encouraging busi-
nesses to invest. I believe we can get this 
package done. I know it has to be done quick-
ly. I appreciate the fact that the Senate is 
trying to work through this as quickly as pos-
sible. I’m just urging them to get it done, 
because the sooner this package makes it to 
my desk, that actually focuses on ways to 
stimulate growth, the better off our economy 
is going to be. 

Finally, we need to be thinking about how 
to effect economic growth in the long term. 
In other words, we’ll deal with the short-term 
issue, but as we do so, we also need to be 
wise about the policy so that we can continue 
this period of growth that we’ve had. 

A couple points I want to make to you on 
that. One is it’s important for Hallmark to 
be able to sell your cards overseas. I mean, 
the more people that are exposed to the Hall-
mark product, the more likely it is that they’ll 
buy. You just want a chance to compete. And 
so trade is an important aspect of—to making 
sure our economy remains strong. There are 
some folks who worry about trade. They want 
to protect America from products from over-
seas. I am concerned about protectionism, 
and so should you, because if we end up hav-
ing trade wars, it’s going to be less likely Hall-
mark products will be sold overseas. 

My attitude is, just give us a chance; let’s 
level the playing field. We can compete with 
anybody, anytime. We’ve got to have con-
fidence in our capacity to compete in the 
world. And trade is an important aspect for 
keeping economic vitality alive. 

Education is important. You’ve got some 
awfully smart people working here, but they 
need to be—the future of Hallmark depends 
upon having an educated workforce. And 
that’s the way it is in most U.S. companies. 

And so I’m very much focused on making 
sure our education system gets it right in the 
beginning—‘‘right in the beginning’’ means 
teaching kids to read and write and add and 
subtract. I cannot stand a system that refuses 
to measure. I think it’s an appropriate ques-
tion to ask, can a child read, and if not, what 
do you intend to do about it? 

Accountability is an integral part of making 
sure this system doesn’t leave people behind. 
I am passionate on the subject of measuring 
because I used to be a Governor of a State, 
and I knew who got shuffled through the 
schools: inner-city kids; ‘‘These are people 
too hard to educate; let’s just move them 
through’’; or parents who—kids whose par-
ents don’t speak English as a first language. 
It’s unacceptable to America not to insist that 
every child gets a good education. And so 
I’m going to work with Congress on this No 
Child Left Behind law, which is a very impor-
tant part of making sure the workforce of 
the future is educated and ready to compete 
in a global economy. 

Finally, taxes—there is a—you know, I’m 
sure you’ve heard that, well, we need more 
money in Washington; therefore, we’re going 
to raise your taxes. Of course it’s disguised 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 20:12 Feb 04, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00032 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FET4.001 P04FET4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

T



145 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

by saying, we’re only going to tax rich people, 
but that’s not the way it works. Rich people 
tend to hire lawyers and accountants, and you 
get stuck with the bill. We don’t need more 
money. We need to prioritize your money. 
We need to be wise about how we spend 
your money. 

Raising taxes in a time of economic uncer-
tainty would be bad for the economy, and 
it would be bad for our people. I believe we 
ought to trust Americans to spend their 
money. I mean, the truth of the matter is, 
you can spend it more wisely than the Gov-
ernment can. And so in my State of the 
Union the other day, I called upon Congress 
to make the tax cuts permanent. I want to 
deal with this aspect of uncertainty. See, if 
you think your tax bill is fixing to go up— 
which it is, unless Congress acts; it will be 
going up in a couple of years—it could 
change your behavior. It could cause people 
to pull back and not be confident about the 
future. 

And I also called on them to stop this busi-
ness about putting special projects in legisla-
tion without being voted on. That doesn’t 
make any sense. I mean, our process is one 
where there should be transparency and— 
like, if a project is important enough for a 
Member of Congress to slip into what’s 
called a conference report, that project ought 
to be important enough for there to be a full 
vote—Members of Congress get to look at 
it and see if it makes any sense. 

So I’ve got an agenda for Congress. I’m 
looking forward to working with them on 
how to stimulate the economy in the short 
term, but make sure we remain a strong 
economy in the long term. And I’m looking 
forward to working with them. I like the spir-
it I found up in the Halls of Congress. 
There’s still a little politics in Washington, 
DC, but that’s not to say we can’t work for 
the common good. 

And I appreciate you all giving me a 
chance to come by and visit with you. I hope 
you can tell I’m optimistic about the future 
of the country, realistic about the issues we 
face, and have—got a plan to deal with them. 
God bless you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Donald J. Hall, Jr., presi-

dent and chief executive officer, Hallmark Cards, 
Inc. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

January 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the evening, at the Capital Hilton 

Hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush attended 
the Alfalfa Club dinner. 

January 27 
In the afternoon, the President partici-

pated in a speech preparation session for his 
January 28 State of the Union Address. 

January 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Family The-
ater, he participated in a speech preparation 
session for his State of the Union Address. 
Then in the Oval Office, he participated in 
an interview with Ann Compton of ABC 
News Radio. 

In the afternoon, in the Second Floor 
Family Dining Room, the President had a 
background lunch with television cor-
respondents. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister 
Mirek Topolanek of the Czech Republic to 
the White House on February 27. 

January 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Balti-
more, MD, where he met with Jericho Pro-
gram graduates. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert J. Callahan to be Ambas-
sador to Nicaragua. 
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