
Weekly Compilation of 

Presidential 
Documents 

Monday, February 4, 2008 

Volume 44—Number 4 

Pages 113–148 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 08:54 Feb 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00001 Fmt 1249 Sfmt 1249 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FEF4.001 P04FEF4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

F



WEEKLY COMPILATION OF

PRESIDENTIAL DOCUMENTS

Published every Monday by the Office of the Federal Reg-
ister, National Archives and Records Administration, Washing-
ton, DC 20408, the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu-
ments contains statements, messages, and other Presidential
materials released by the White House during the preceding
week.

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is pub-
lished pursuant to the authority contained in the Federal Reg-
ister Act (49 Stat. 500, as amended; 44 U.S.C. Ch. 15), under
regulations prescribed by the Administrative Committee of the
Federal  Register,  approved by  the  President  (37  FR 23607;
1 CFR Part 10).

Distribution is made only by the Superintendent of Docu-
ments, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402.
The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents will be
furnished by mail to domestic subscribers for $80.00 per year
($137.00 for mailing first class) and to foreign subscribers for
$93.75 per year, payable to the Superintendent of Documents,
Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. The
charge for a single copy is $3.00 ($3.75 for foreign mailing).

The Weekly Compilation of Presidential Documents is also
available on the Internet on the GPO Access service at http://
www.gpoaccess.gov/wcomp/index.html.

There are no restrictions on the republication of material
appearing in the Weekly Compilation of Presidential Docu-
ments.

Contents 

Addresses to the Nation 

State of the Union—117 

Addresses and Remarks 

California, Robinson Helicopter Company in 
Torrance—132 

Executive order on Protecting American 
Taxpayers From Government Spending on 
Wasteful Earmarks—128 

Joint Chiefs of Staff and combatant 
commanders, meeting—130 

Maryland, Jericho Program in Baltimore, 
remarks during visit—126 

Missouri 
American Heart Month, proclamation 

signing in Kansas City—141 
Hallmark Cards, Inc., in Kansas City—142 

Nevada, war on terror in Las Vegas—135 
Radio address—113 

Bill Signings 

National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2008, statement—115 

Communications to Federal Agencies 

Review of Recommendations From the Public 
Interest Declassification Board, 
memorandum—131 

Unexpected Urgent Refugee and Migration 
Needs Related to Africa and the Middle 
East, memorandum—131 

Waiver of Section 1083 of the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008, memorandum—116 

Executive Orders 

Protecting American Taxpayers From 
Government Spending on Wasteful 
Earmarks—129 

Proclamations 

American Heart Month—142 
National African American History Month— 

125 
Sixth Anniversary of USA Freedom Corps— 

115 

Statements by the President 

See also Bill Signings 
Deaths 

Archbishop Christodoulos—115 
Gordon B. Hinckley—114 
Margaret Truman Daniel—130 

Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of 
Agriculture, Senate confirmation—115 

International Day of Commemoration in 
memory of the victims of the Holocaust— 
114 

Lebanon situation—114 

Supplementary Materials 

Acts approved by the President—148 
Checklist of White House press releases—147 
Digest of other White House 

announcements—145 
Nominations submitted to the Senate—146 

Editor’s Note: The President was at Camp David, MD, on February 1, the closing date of this 
issue. Releases and announcements issued by the Office of the Press Secretary but not received 
in time for inclusion in this issue will be printed next week. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 11:05 Feb 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00002 Fmt 1249 Sfmt 1249 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FEF4.001 P04FEF4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

F



Editor’s Note: The President was at Camp David, MD, on February 1, the closing date of this 
issue. Releases and announcements issued by the Office of the Press Secretary but not received 
in time for inclusion in this issue will be printed next week. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 08:54 Feb 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 1249 Sfmt 1249 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FEF4.001 P04FEF4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

F



VerDate Aug 31 2005 08:54 Feb 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00004 Fmt 1249 Sfmt 1249 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FEF4.001 P04FEF4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

F



VerDate Aug 31 2005 08:54 Feb 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00005 Fmt 7969 Sfmt 7969 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FEF4.001 P04FEF4 ne
w

m
ai

l.e
ps

rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

F



113 

Week Ending Friday, February 1, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 
January 26, 2008 

Good morning. On Monday night, I will 
address the American people about the state 
of our Union. I will report that over the last 
7 years, we’ve made great progress on impor-
tant issues at home and abroad. I will also 
report that we have unfinished business be-
fore us and we must work together to get 
it done. 

In my speech, I will lay out a full plate 
of issues for Congress to address in the year 
ahead. Two of these issues require imme-
diate attention. 

First is the economy. I know many of you 
are worried about the risk of an economic 
downturn because of the instability in the 
housing and financial markets. You should 
know that while economic growth has slowed 
in recent months, the foundation for long- 
term growth remains solid. And I believe that 
with swift action, we can give our economy 
the boost it needs to continue expanding and 
creating new jobs for our citizens. 

On Thursday, my administration reached 
a bipartisan agreement with House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi and Minority Leader John 
Boehner on an economic growth package. 
This package will deliver direct tax relief to 
hard-working Americans. It will also include 
incentives for businesses—including small 
businesses—to make new investments this 
year. I ask the House and Senate to enact 
this package into law as soon as possible. And 
while I understand the desire to add provi-
sions from both the left and the right, it 
would be a mistake to undermine this impor-
tant bipartisan agreement. By working to-
gether, we can provide our economy with a 
shot in the arm when we need it most. 

The other urgent issue before Congress is 
a matter of national security. Congress needs 
to provide our intelligence professionals with 
the tools and flexibility they need to protect 
America from attack. In August, Congress 

passed a bill that strengthened our ability to 
monitor terrorist communications. The prob-
lem is that Congress set this law to expire 
on February 1st. That is next Friday. If this 
law expires, it will become harder to figure 
out what our enemies are doing to infiltrate 
our country, harder for us to uncover ter-
rorist plots, and harder to prevent attacks on 
the American people. 

Congress is now considering a bipartisan 
bill that will allow our professionals to main-
tain the vital flow of intelligence on terrorist 
threats. It would protect the freedoms of 
Americans while making sure we do not ex-
tend those same protections to terrorists 
overseas. It would provide liability protection 
to companies now facing billion-dollar law-
suits because they are believed to have as-
sisted in efforts to defend our Nation fol-
lowing the 9/11 attacks. I call on Congress 
to pass this legislation quickly. We need to 
know who our enemies are and what they 
are plotting. And we cannot afford to wait 
until after an attack to put the pieces to-
gether. 

When I go before Congress on Monday, 
I will speak more about how we can keep 
our economy strong and our people safe. I 
am confident that we can work together to 
meet our responsibilities in these areas and 
leave our children a stronger and more pros-
perous America. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
January 25 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on January 26. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on January 25 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 
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114 Jan. 26 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Statement on the Situation in 
Lebanon 
January 26, 2008 

I strongly condemn the terrorist bombing 
in Beirut that killed Lebanese Internal Secu-
rity Forces Captain Wissam Eid and many 
other Lebanese. I extend condolences to the 
families of the innocent Lebanese killed in 
this brutal attack and hope for a rapid recov-
ery for all those wounded. 

This bombing, the latest in a series of ter-
rorist attacks targeting those who are working 
to secure Lebanon’s independence and sov-
ereignty, is a part of the continuing assault 
on Lebanon’s institutions. We will not falter 
in our support for the democratically elected 
Lebanese Government. We renew our call 
for the immediate selection of a new Presi-
dent in accordance with Lebanon’s Constitu-
tion. We demand that Syria, Iran, and their 
allies end their interference in and obstruc-
tion of Lebanon’s political process. 

The Lebanese people should be able to 
enjoy security and liberty without the threat 
of terrorism, violence, and foreign intimida-
tion. I appreciate the U.N.’s efforts to rapidly 
stand up the Special Tribunal for Lebanon, 
which will hold accountable those who are 
responsible for this systematic campaign of 
murder and intimidation. I urge Lebanon’s 
friends and allies to commit immediately the 
remaining funds required for the tribunal to 
commence its work. 

Statement on the International Day 
of Commemoration in Memory of the 
Victims of the Holocaust 
January 27, 2008 

On the third International Day of Com-
memoration, we remember and mourn the 
victims of the Holocaust. 

I was deeply moved by my recent visit to 
Yad Vashem, Israel’s Holocaust museum. 
Sixty-three years after the liberation of 
Auschwitz, we must continue to educate our-
selves about the lessons of the Holocaust and 
honor those whose lives were taken as a re-
sult of a totalitarian ideology that embraced 
a national policy of violent hatred, bigotry, 
and extermination. It is also our responsi-

bility to honor the survivors and those coura-
geous souls who refused to be bystanders and 
instead risked their own lives to try to save 
the Nazis’ intended victims. 

Remembering the victims, heroes, and les-
sons of the Holocaust remains important 
today. We must continue to condemn the re-
surgence of anti-Semitism, that same virulent 
intolerance that led to the Holocaust, and we 
must combat bigotry and hatred in all forms 
in America and abroad. Today provides a so-
bering reminder that evil exists and a call that 
when we find evil, we must resist it. 

May God bless the memory of the victims 
of the Holocaust, and may we never forget. 

Statement on the Death of 
Gordon B. Hinckley 

January 28, 2008 

Laura and I are deeply saddened by the 
death of our friend Gordon B. Hinckley. 
While serving for over seven decades in the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints, 
Gordon demonstrated the heart of a servant 
and the wisdom of a leader. He was a tireless 
worker and a talented communicator who 
was respected in his community and beloved 
by his congregation. As president of his 
church, he traveled to more than 60 coun-
tries to spread a message of love and opti-
mism to the millions of people around the 
world who shared his faith. 

A Mayflower descendent and the grandson 
of Mormon pioneers, Gordon was a deeply 
patriotic man. His leadership and service 
strengthened the board of trustees of 
Brigham Young University, the Boy Scouts 
of America, and the 2002 Winter Olympic 
games in Salt Lake City. In 2004, I was hon-
ored to present him with the Medal of Free-
dom, our Nation’s highest civil award, in rec-
ognition of his lifelong public service. 

Laura and I will miss Gordon’s friendship 
and wisdom. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with his five children and the rest of the 
Hinckley family. 
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115 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Jan. 28 

Statement on the Death of 
Archbishop of Athens and All Greece 
Christodoulos 
January 28, 2008 

Laura and I offer our condolences to the 
people of Greece at this time of mourning 
for the death of the Archbishop of Athens 
and all Greece Christodoulos. The late Arch-
bishop was well-known as an articulate voice 
of the Orthodox faith, for his engagement in 
interreligious dialog, and for his promotion 
of social programs to help the vulnerable. 
Our prayers are with the people of Greece 
and all those who followed his spiritual guid-
ance. 

Statement on Senate Confirmation of 
Edward T. Schafer as Secretary of 
Agriculture 
January 28, 2008 

I appreciate that the Senate today unani-
mously confirmed Ed Schafer to be our next 
Secretary of Agriculture. As a two-term Gov-
ernor and business leader, Ed has distin-
guished himself as an executive with a proven 
record of results. 

Ed will lead a Department that oversees 
our food, agriculture, natural resources, food 
safety, and health and nutrition programs. 
He will be an advocate for farmers, ranchers, 
and consumers as he works to open new mar-
kets for their products. And he will work with 
the Congress to pass a responsible farm bill 
that will provide a safety net for farmers and 
protect our lands and the environment while 
at the same time ensuring Federal tax dollars 
are spent wisely. 

I look forward to seeing Ed take his seat 
along with the rest of my Cabinet at this eve-
ning’s State of the Union. 

Statement on Signing the National 
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal 
Year 2008 
January 28, 2008 

Today, I have signed into law H.R. 4986, 
the National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008. The Act authorizes funding 

for the defense of the United States and its 
interests abroad, for military construction, 
and for national security-related energy pro-
grams. 

Provisions of the Act, including sections 
841, 846, 1079, and 1222, purport to impose 
requirements that could inhibit the Presi-
dent’s ability to carry out his constitutional 
obligations to take care that the laws be faith-
fully executed, to protect national security, 
to supervise the executive branch, and to exe-
cute his authority as Commander in Chief. 
The executive branch shall construe such 
provisions in a manner consistent with the 
constitutional authority of the President. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 28, 2008. 

NOTE: H.R. 4986, approved January 28, was as-
signed Public Law No. 110–181. 

Proclamation 8219—Sixth 
Anniversary of USA Freedom Corps, 
2008 
January 28, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
People across this great Nation have heard 

the universal call to love a neighbor and are 
using their time and talents to make a dif-
ference in the lives of others. On the sixth 
anniversary of the USA Freedom Corps, we 
celebrate the spirit of service in America and 
honor the volunteers whose good work rep-
resents the generous character of our coun-
try. 

After the terrorist attacks of September 11, 
2001, I created the USA Freedom Corps to 
build on the countless acts of service, sac-
rifice, and generosity undertaken by our citi-
zens. The USA Freedom Corps is dedicated 
to expanding volunteer service and extending 
the goodwill of the American people across 
our country and around the globe. By con-
necting individuals with volunteer opportuni-
ties, the USA Freedom Corps has helped en-
sure that millions of people have a chance 
to make a difference in the lives of those 
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116 Jan. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

in need. The USA Freedom Corps also helps 
strengthen the non-profit sector and supports 
other national service programs and initia-
tives such as the Peace Corps, Citizen Corps, 
AmeriCorps, and Senior Corps. These efforts 
can help us build a more hopeful country 
and create a chain of compassion for genera-
tions to come. 

Volunteers demonstrate kindness and 
touch lives. With hard work and dedication, 
volunteers help the less fortunate, respond 
to crises, mentor children, assist the elderly, 
and strengthen our communities. I urge all 
Americans to serve others and to learn more 
about service opportunities by visiting the 
USA Freedom Corps website at volun-
teer.gov. By providing help and hope to oth-
ers, Americans can lead the world toward a 
more caring and compassionate tomorrow. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim January 29, 2008, 
as the Sixth Anniversary of the USA Freedom 
Corps. I call upon the citizens of this great 
country to find ways to volunteer and to use 
their time, energy, and talents to help their 
fellow Americans, and I commend the efforts 
of the USA Freedom Corps and all those who 
answer the call to serve. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on January 31. 

Memorandum on Waiver of Section 
1083 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 
2008 

January 28, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–9 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Waiver of Section 1083 of the 
National Defense Authorization Act for 
Fiscal Year 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States, including section 301 of title 
3, United States Code, and section 1083(d) 
of the National Defense Authorization Act 
for Fiscal Year 2008 (the ‘‘Act’’), I hereby 
determine that: 

• All provisions of section 1083 of the Act, 
if applied to Iraq or any agency or in-
strumentality thereof, may affect Iraq or 
its agencies or instrumentalities, by ex-
posing Iraq or its agencies or instrumen-
talities to liability in United States 
courts and by entangling their assets in 
litigation. 

• The economic security and successful 
reconstruction of Iraq continue to be 
top national security priorities of the 
United States. Section 1083 of the Act 
threatens those key priorities. If per-
mitted to apply to Iraq, section 1083 
would risk the entanglement of substan-
tial Iraqi assets in litigation in the 
United States—including those of the 
Development Fund for Iraq, the Cen-
tral Bank of Iraq, and commercial enti-
ties in the United States in which Iraq 
has an interest. Section 1083 also would 
expose Iraq to new liability of at least 
several billion dollars by undoing judg-
ments favorable to Iraq, by foreclosing 
available defenses on which Iraq is rely-
ing in pending litigation, and by creating 
a new Federal cause of action backed 
by the prospect of punitive damages to 
support claims that may previously have 
been foreclosed. If permitted to apply 
to Iraq, section 1083 would have a sig-
nificant financial impact on Iraq and 
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117 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Jan. 28 

would result in the redirection of finan-
cial resources from the continued re-
construction of Iraq and the harming of 
Iraq’s stability, contrary to the interests 
of the United States. 

• A waiver of all provisions of section 
1083 with respect to Iraq and any agen-
cy or instrumentality of Iraq is therefore 
in the national security interest of the 
United States and will promote the re-
construction of, the consolidation of de-
mocracy in, and the relations of the 
United States with, Iraq. 

• Iraq continues to be a reliable ally of 
the United States and a partner in com-
bating acts of international terrorism. 
The November 26, 2007, Declaration of 
Principles for a Long-Term Relation-
ship of Cooperation and Friendship be-
tween the Republic of Iraq and the 
United States of America confirmed the 
commitment of the United States and 
Iraq to build an enduring relationship 
in the political, diplomatic, economic, 
and security arenas and to work to-
gether to combat all terrorist groups, in-
cluding al-Qaida. 

Accordingly, I hereby waive all provisions 
of section 1083 of the Act with respect to 
Iraq and any agency or instrumentality there-
of. 

You are authorized and directed to notify 
the Congress of this determination and waiv-
er and the accompanying memorandum of 
justification, incorporated by reference here-
in, and to arrange for their publication in the 
Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., February 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This memorandum and its accompanying 
justification will be published in the Federal Reg-
ister on February 5. 

Address Before a Joint Session of the 
Congress on the State of the Union 
January 28, 2008 

Madam Speaker, Vice President Cheney, 
Members of Congress, distinguished guests, 
and fellow citizens: Seven years have passed 

since I first stood before you at this rostrum. 
In that time, our country has been tested in 
ways none of us could have imagined. We 
faced hard decisions about peace and war, 
rising competition in the world economy, and 
the health and welfare of our citizens. These 
issues call for vigorous debate, and I think 
it’s fair to say, we’ve answered the call. 
[Laughter] Yet history will record that amid 
our differences, we acted with purpose, and 
together we showed the world the power and 
resilience of American self-government. 

All of us were sent to Washington to carry 
out the people’s business. That is the purpose 
of this body. It is the meaning of our oath. 
It remains our charge to keep. 

The actions of the 110th Congress will af-
fect the security and prosperity of our Nation 
long after this session has ended. In this elec-
tion year, let us show our fellow Americans 
that we recognize our responsibilities and are 
determined to meet them. Let us show them 
that Republicans and Democrats can com-
pete for votes and cooperate for results at 
the same time. 

From expanding opportunity to protecting 
our country, we’ve made good progress. Yet 
we have unfinished business before us, and 
the American people expect us to get it done. 

In the work ahead, we must be guided by 
the philosophy that made our Nation great. 
As Americans, we believe in the power of 
individuals to determine their destiny and 
shape the course of history. We believe that 
the most reliable guide for our country is the 
collective wisdom of ordinary citizens. And 
so in all we do, we must trust in the ability 
of free peoples to make wise decisions and 
empower them to improve their lives for 
their futures. 

To build a prosperous future, we must 
trust people with their own money and em-
power them to grow our economy. As we 
meet tonight, our economy is undergoing a 
period of uncertainty. America has added 
jobs for a record 52 straight months, but jobs 
are now growing at a slower pace. Wages are 
up, but so are prices for food and gas. Ex-
ports are rising, but the housing market has 
declined. At kitchen tables across our coun-
try, there is a concern about our economic 
future. 
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118 Jan. 28 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

In the long run, Americans can be con-
fident about our economic growth. But in the 
short run, we can all see that that growth 
is slowing. So last week, my administration 
reached agreement with Speaker Pelosi and 
Republican Leader Boehner on a robust 
growth package that includes tax relief for 
individuals and families and incentives for 
business investment. The temptation will be 
to load up the bill. That would delay it or 
derail it, and neither option is acceptable. 
This is a good agreement that will keep our 
economy growing and our people working, 
and this Congress must pass it as soon as 
possible. 

We have other work to do on taxes. Unless 
Congress acts, most of the tax relief we’ve 
delivered over the past 7 years will be taken 
away. Some in Washington argue that letting 
tax relief expire is not a tax increase. Try ex-
plaining that to 116 million American tax-
payers who would see their taxes rise by an 
average of $1,800. Others have said they 
would personally be happy to pay higher 
taxes. I welcome their enthusiasm. I’m 
pleased to report that the IRS accepts both 
checks and money orders. [Laughter] 

Most Americans think their taxes are high 
enough. With all the other pressures on their 
finances, American families should not have 
to worry about their Federal Government 
taking a bigger bite out of their paychecks. 
There’s only one way to eliminate this uncer-
tainty: Make the tax relief permanent. And 
Members of Congress should know, if any 
bill raises taxes reaches my desk, I will veto 
it. 

Just as we trust Americans with their own 
money, we need to earn their trust by spend-
ing their tax dollars wisely. Next week, I’ll 
send you a budget that terminates or substan-
tially reduces 151 wasteful or bloated pro-
grams, totaling more than $18 billion. The 
budget that I will submit will keep America 
on track for a surplus in 2012. American fam-
ilies have to balance their budgets; so should 
their Government. 

The people’s trust in their Government is 
undermined by congressional earmarks, spe-
cial interest projects that are often snuck in 
at the last minute, without discussion or de-
bate. Last year, I asked you to voluntarily 
cut the number and cost of earmarks in half. 

I also asked you to stop slipping earmarks 
into committee reports that never even come 
to a vote. Unfortunately, neither goal was 
met. So this time, if you send me an appro-
priations bill that does not cut the number 
and cost of earmarks in half, I’ll send it back 
to you with my veto. 

And tomorrow I will issue an Executive 
order that directs Federal Agencies to ignore 
any future earmark that is not voted on by 
Congress. If these items are truly worth 
funding, Congress should debate them in the 
open and hold a public vote. 

Our shared responsibilities extend beyond 
matters of taxes and spending. On housing, 
we must trust Americans with the responsi-
bility of homeownership and empower them 
to weather turbulent times in the housing 
market. My administration brought together 
the HOPE NOW Alliance, which is helping 
many struggling homeowners avoid fore-
closure. And Congress can help even more. 
Tonight I ask you to pass legislation to reform 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, modernize 
the Federal Housing Administration, and 
allow State housing agencies to issue tax-free 
bonds to help homeowners refinance their 
mortgages. These are difficult times for many 
American families, and by taking these steps, 
we can help more of them keep their homes. 

To build a future of quality health care, 
we must trust patients and doctors to make 
medical decisions and empower them with 
better information and better options. We 
share a common goal: making health care 
more affordable and accessible for all Ameri-
cans. The best way to achieve that goal is 
by expanding consumer choice, not govern-
ment control. So I have proposed ending the 
bias in the Tax Code against those who do 
not get their health insurance through their 
employer. This one reform would put private 
coverage within reach for millions, and I call 
on the Congress to pass it this year. 

The Congress must also expand health sav-
ings accounts, create association health plans 
for small businesses, promote health infor-
mation technology, and confront the epi-
demic of junk medical lawsuits. With all 
these steps, we will ensure that decisions 
about your medical care are made in the pri-
vacy of your doctor’s office, not in the Halls 
of Congress. 
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On education, we must trust students to 
learn, if given the chance, and empower par-
ents to demand results from our schools. In 
neighborhoods across our country, there are 
boys and girls with dreams, and a decent edu-
cation is their only hope of achieving them. 

Six years ago, we came together to pass 
the No Child Left Behind Act, and today, 
no one can deny its results. Last year, fourth 
and eighth graders achieved the highest math 
scores on record. Reading scores are on the 
rise. African American and Hispanic students 
posted alltime highs. Now we must work to-
gether to increase accountability, add flexi-
bilities for States and districts, reduce the 
number of high school dropouts, provide 
extra help for struggling schools. 

Members of Congress, the No Child Left 
Behind Act is a bipartisan achievement. It 
is succeeding. And we owe it to America’s 
children, their parents, and their teachers to 
strengthen this good law. 

We must also do more to help children 
when their schools do not measure up. 
Thanks to the DC Opportunity Scholarships 
you approved, more than 2,600 of the poorest 
children in our Nation’s Capital have found 
new hope at a faith-based or other non-pub-
lic school. Sadly, these schools are dis-
appearing at an alarming rate in many of 
America’s inner cities. So I will convene a 
White House summit aimed at strengthening 
these lifelines of learning. And to open the 
doors of these schools to more children, I 
ask you to support a new $300 million pro-
gram called Pell Grants for Kids. We have 
seen how Pell grants help low-income college 
students realize their full potential. Together 
we’ve expanded the size and reach of these 
grants. Now let us apply the same spirit to 
help liberate poor children trapped in failing 
public schools. 

On trade, we must trust American workers 
to compete with anyone in the world and em-
power them by opening up new markets 
overseas. Today, our economic growth in-
creasingly depends on our ability to sell 
American goods and crops and services all 
over the world. So we’re working to break 
down barriers to trade and investment wher-
ever we can. We’re working for a successful 
Doha round of trade talks, and we must com-
plete a good agreement this year. At the same 

time, we’re pursuing opportunities to open 
up new markets by passing free trade agree-
ments. 

I thank the Congress for approving a good 
agreement with Peru. And now I ask you to 
approve agreements with Colombia and Pan-
ama and South Korea. Many products from 
these nations now enter America duty free, 
yet many of our products face steep tariffs 
in their markets. These agreements will level 
the playing field. They will give us better ac-
cess to nearly 100 million customers. They 
will support good jobs for the finest workers 
in the world, those whose products say 
‘‘Made in the USA.’’ 

These agreements also promote America’s 
strategic interests. The first agreement that 
will come before you is with Colombia, a 
friend of America that is confronting violence 
and terror and fighting drug traffickers. If 
we fail to pass this agreement, we will em-
bolden the purveyors of false populism in our 
hemisphere. So we must come together, pass 
this agreement, and show our neighbors in 
the region that democracy leads to a better 
life. 

Trade brings better jobs and better choices 
and better prices. Yet for some Americans, 
trade can mean losing a job, and the Federal 
Government has a responsibility to help. I 
ask Congress to reauthorize and reform trade 
adjustment assistance so we can help these 
displaced workers learn new skills and find 
new jobs. 

To build a future of energy security, we 
must trust in the creative genius of American 
researchers and entrepreneurs and empower 
them to pioneer a new generation of clean 
energy technology. Our security, our pros-
perity, and our environment all require re-
ducing our dependence on oil. 

Last year, I asked you to pass legislation 
to reduce oil consumption over the next dec-
ade, and you responded. Together we should 
take the next steps. Let us fund new tech-
nologies that can generate coal power while 
capturing carbon emissions. Let us increase 
the use of renewable power and emissions- 
free nuclear power. Let us continue investing 
in advanced battery technology and renew-
able fuels to power the cars and trucks of 
the future. Let us create a new international 
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clean technology fund, which will help devel-
oping nations like India and China make a 
greater use of clean energy sources. And let 
us complete an international agreement that 
has the potential to slow, stop, and eventually 
reverse the growth of greenhouse gases. 

This agreement will be effective only if it 
includes commitments by every major econ-
omy and gives none a free ride. The United 
States is committed to strengthening our en-
ergy security and confronting global climate 
change. And the best way to meet these goals 
is for America to continue leading the way 
toward the development of cleaner and more 
energy efficient technology. 

To keep America competitive into the fu-
ture, we must trust in the skill of our sci-
entists and engineers and empower them to 
pursue the breakthroughs of tomorrow. Last 
year, Congress passed legislation supporting 
the American Competitiveness Initiative, but 
never followed through with the funding. 
This funding is essential to keeping our sci-
entific edge. So I ask Congress to double 
Federal support for critical basic research in 
the physical sciences and ensure America re-
mains the most dynamic nation on Earth. 

On matters of life and science, we must 
trust in the innovative spirit of medical re-
searchers and empower them to discover 
new treatments while respecting moral 
boundaries. In November, we witnessed a 
landmark achievement when scientists dis-
covered a way to reprogram adult skin cells 
to act like embryonic stem cells. This break-
through has the potential to move us beyond 
the divisive debates of the past by extending 
the frontiers of medicine without the de-
struction of human life. 

So we’re expanding funding for this type 
of ethical medical research. And as we ex-
plore promising avenues of research, we 
must also ensure that all life is treated with 
the dignity it deserves. And so I call on Con-
gress to pass legislation that bans unethical 
practices, such as the buying, selling, pat-
enting, or cloning of human life. 

On matters of justice, we must trust in the 
wisdom of our Founders and empower 
judges who understand that the Constitution 
means what it says. I’ve submitted judicial 
nominees who will rule by the letter of the 
law, not the whim of the gavel. Many of these 

nominees are being unfairly delayed. They 
are worthy of confirmation, and the Senate 
should give each of them a prompt up-or- 
down vote. 

In communities across our land, we must 
trust in the good heart of the American peo-
ple and empower them to serve their neigh-
bors in need. Over the past 7 years, more 
of our fellow citizens have discovered that 
the pursuit of happiness leads to the path 
of service. Americans have volunteered in 
record numbers. Charitable donations are 
higher than ever. Faith-based groups are 
bringing hope to pockets of despair, with 
newfound support from the Federal Govern-
ment. And to help guarantee equal treatment 
of faith-based organizations when they com-
pete for Federal funds, I ask you to perma-
nently extend charitable choice. 

Tonight the armies of compassion con-
tinue the march to a new day in the gulf 
coast. America honors the strength and resil-
ience of the people of this region. We reaf-
firm our pledge to help them build stronger 
and better than before. And tonight I’m 
pleased to announce that in April, we will 
host this year’s North American Summit of 
Canada, Mexico, and the United States in the 
great city of New Orleans. 

There are two other pressing challenges 
that I’ve raised repeatedly before this body 
and that this body has failed to address: enti-
tlement spending and immigration. Every 
Member in this Chamber knows that spend-
ing on entitlement programs like Social Secu-
rity, Medicare, and Medicaid is growing fast-
er than we can afford. We all know the pain-
ful choices ahead if America stays on this 
path: massive tax increases, sudden and dras-
tic cuts in benefits, or crippling deficits. I’ve 
laid out proposals to reform these programs. 
Now I ask Members of Congress to offer 
your proposals and come up with a bipartisan 
solution to save these vital programs for our 
children and our grandchildren. 

The other pressing challenge is immigra-
tion. America needs to secure our borders, 
and with your help, my administration is tak-
ing steps to do so. We’re increasing worksite 
enforcement, deploying fences and advanced 
technologies to stop illegal crossings. We’ve 
effectively ended the policy of catch-and-re-
lease at the border, and by the end of this 
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year, we will have doubled the number of 
Border Patrol agents. Yet we also need to 
acknowledge that we will never fully secure 
our border until we create a lawful way for 
foreign workers to come here and support 
our economy. This will take pressure off the 
border and allow law enforcement to con-
centrate on those who mean us harm. 

We must also find a sensible and humane 
way to deal with people here illegally. Illegal 
immigration is complicated, but it can be re-
solved. And it must be resolved in a way that 
upholds both our laws and our highest ideals. 

This is the business of our Nation here at 
home. Yet building a prosperous future for 
our citizen also depends on confronting en-
emies abroad and advancing liberty in trou-
bled regions of the world. 

Our foreign policy is based on a clear 
premise: We trust that people, when given 
the chance, will choose a future of freedom 
and peace. In the last 7 years, we have wit-
nessed stirring moments in the history of lib-
erty. We’ve seen citizens in Georgia and 
Ukraine stand up for their right to free and 
fair elections. We’ve seen people in Lebanon 
take to the streets to demand their independ-
ence. We’ve seen Afghans emerge from the 
tyranny of the Taliban and choose a new 
President and a new Parliament. We’ve seen 
jubilant Iraqis holding up ink-stained fingers 
and celebrating their freedom. These images 
of liberty have inspired us. 

In the past 7 years, we’ve also seen the 
images that have sobered us. We’ve watched 
throngs of mourners in Lebanon and Paki-
stan carrying the caskets of beloved leaders 
taken by the assassin’s hand. We’ve seen 
wedding guests in blood-soaked finery stag-
gering from a hotel in Jordan, Afghans and 
Iraqis blown up in mosques and markets, and 
trains in London and Madrid ripped apart 
by bombs. On a clear September day, we saw 
thousands of our fellow citizens taken from 
us in an instant. These horrific images serve 
as a grim reminder: The advance of liberty 
is opposed by terrorists and extremists, evil 
men who despise freedom, despise America, 
and aim to subject millions to their violent 
rule. 

Since 9/11, we have taken the fight to 
these terrorists and extremists. We will stay 

on the offense; we will keep up the pressure; 
and we will deliver justice to our enemies. 

We are engaged in the defining ideological 
struggle of the 21st century. The terrorists 
oppose every principle of humanity and de-
cency that we hold dear. Yet in this war on 
terror, there is one thing we and our enemies 
agree on: In the long run, men and women 
who are free to determine their own destinies 
will reject terror and refuse to live in tyranny. 
And that is why the terrorists are fighting 
to deny this choice to the people in Lebanon, 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Pakistan, and the Pales-
tinian Territories. And that is why, for the 
security of America and the peace of the 
world, we are spreading the hope of freedom. 

In Afghanistan, America, our 25 NATO al-
lies, and 15 partner nations are helping the 
Afghan people defend their freedom and re-
build their country. Thanks to the courage 
of these military and civilian personnel, a na-
tion that was once a safe haven for Al Qaida 
is now a young democracy where boys and 
girls are going to school, new roads and hos-
pitals are being built, and people are looking 
to the future with new hope. These successes 
must continue, so we’re adding 3,200 ma-
rines to our forces in Afghanistan, where they 
will fight the terrorists and train the Afghan 
Army and police. Defeating the Taliban and 
Al Qaida is critical to our security, and I 
thank the Congress for supporting America’s 
vital mission in Afghanistan. 

In Iraq, the terrorists and extremists are 
fighting to deny a proud people their liberty 
and fighting to establish safe havens for at-
tacks across the world. One year ago, our en-
emies were succeeding in their efforts to 
plunge Iraq into chaos. So we reviewed our 
strategy and changed course. We launched 
a surge of American forces into Iraq. We 
gave our troops a new mission: Work with 
the Iraqi forces to protect the Iraqi people; 
pursue the enemy in its strongholds; and 
deny the terrorists sanctuary anywhere in the 
country. 

The Iraqi people quickly realized that 
something dramatic had happened. Those 
who had worried that America was preparing 
to abandon them instead saw tens of thou-
sands of American forces flowing into their 
country. They saw our forces moving into 
neighborhoods, clearing out the terrorists, 
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and staying behind to ensure the enemy did 
not return. And they saw our troops, along 
with Provincial Reconstruction Teams that 
include Foreign Service officers and other 
skilled public servants, coming in to ensure 
that improved security was followed by im-
provements in daily life. Our military and ci-
vilians in Iraq are performing with courage 
and distinction, and they have the gratitude 
of our whole Nation. 

The Iraqis launched a surge of their own. 
In the fall of 2006, Sunni tribal leaders grew 
tired of Al Qaida’s brutality, started a popular 
uprising called the ‘‘Anbar Awakening.’’ Over 
the past year, similar movements have spread 
across the country. And today, the grassroots 
surge includes more than 80,000 Iraqi citi-
zens who are fighting the terrorists. The Gov-
ernment in Baghdad has stepped forward as 
well, adding more than 100,000 new Iraqi 
soldiers and police during the past year. 

While the enemy is still dangerous and 
more work remains, the American and Iraqi 
surges have achieved results few of us could 
have imagined just 1 year ago. When we met 
last year, many said that containing the vio-
lence was impossible. A year later, high-pro-
file terrorist attacks are down, civilian deaths 
are down, sectarian killings are down. 

When we met last year, militia extrem-
ists—some armed and trained by Iran—were 
wreaking havoc in large areas of Iraq. A year 
later, coalition and Iraqi forces have killed 
or captured hundreds of militia fighters. And 
Iraqis of all backgrounds increasingly realize 
that defeating these militia fighters is critical 
to the future of their country. 

When we met last year, Al Qaida had sanc-
tuaries in many areas of Iraq, and their lead-
ers had just offered American forces safe pas-
sage out of the country. Today, it is Al Qaida 
that is searching for safe passage. They have 
been driven from many of the strongholds 
they once held. And over the past year, we’ve 
captured or killed thousands of extremists in 
Iraq, including hundreds of key Al Qaida 
leaders and operatives. 

Last month, Usama bin Laden released a 
tape in which he railed against Iraqi tribal 
leaders who have turned on Al Qaida and 
admitted that coalition forces are growing 
stronger in Iraq. Ladies and gentlemen, some 
may deny the surge is working, but among 

the terrorists there is no doubt. Al Qaida is 
on the run in Iraq, and this enemy will be 
defeated. 

When we met last year, our troop levels 
in Iraq were on the rise. Today, because of 
the progress just described, we are imple-
menting a policy of return on success, and 
the surge forces we sent to Iraq are begin-
ning to come home. 

This progress is a credit to the valor of 
our troops and the brilliance of their com-
manders. This evening I want to speak di-
rectly to our men and women on the 
frontlines. Soldiers and sailors, airmen, ma-
rines, and coast guardsmen: In the past year, 
you have done everything we’ve asked of you 
and more. Our Nation is grateful for your 
courage. We are proud of your accomplish-
ments. And tonight in this hallowed Cham-
ber, with the American people as our witness, 
we make you a solemn pledge: In the fight 
ahead, you will have all you need to protect 
our Nation. And I ask Congress to meet its 
responsibilities to these brave men and 
women by fully funding our troops. 

Our enemies in Iraq have been hit hard. 
They are not yet defeated, and we can still 
expect tough fighting ahead. Our objective 
in the coming year is to sustain and build 
on the gains we made in 2007 while 
transitioning to the next phase of our strat-
egy. American troops are shifting from lead-
ing operations to partnering with Iraqi forces 
and, eventually, to a protective overwatch 
mission. As part of this transition, one Army 
brigade combat team and one Marine expe-
ditionary unit have already come home and 
will not be replaced. In the coming months, 
four additional brigades and two Marine bat-
talions will follow suit. Taken together, this 
means more than 20,000 of our troops are 
coming home. 

Any further drawdown of U.S. troops will 
be based on conditions in Iraq and the rec-
ommendations of our commanders. General 
Petraeus has warned that too fast a draw-
down could result in, quote, ‘‘the disintegra-
tion of the Iraqi security forces, Al Qaida- 
Iraq regaining lost ground, and a marked in-
crease in violence.’’ Members of Congress, 
having come so far and achieved so much, 
we must not allow this to happen. 
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In the coming year, we will work with Iraqi 
leaders as they build on the progress they’re 
making toward political reconciliation. At the 
local level, Sunnis, Shi’a, and Kurds are be-
ginning to come together to reclaim their 
communities and rebuild their lives. Progress 
in the Provinces must be matched by 
progress in Baghdad. We’re seeing some en-
couraging signs. The national Government is 
sharing oil revenues with the Provinces. The 
Parliament recently passed both a pension 
law and de-Ba’athification reform. They’re 
now debating a Provincial powers law. The 
Iraqis still have a distance to travel, but after 
decades of dictatorship and the pain of sec-
tarian violence, reconciliation is taking place, 
and the Iraqi people are taking control of 
their future. 

The mission in Iraq has been difficult and 
trying for our Nation. But it is in the vital 
interest of the United States that we succeed. 
A free Iraq will deny Al Qaida a safe haven. 
A free Iraq will show millions across the Mid-
dle East that a future of liberty is possible. 
A free Iraq will be a friend of America, a 
partner in fighting terror, and a source of 
stability in a dangerous part of the world. 

By contrast, a failed Iraq would embolden 
the extremists, strengthen Iran, and give ter-
rorists a base from which to launch new at-
tacks on our friends, our allies, and our 
homeland. The enemy has made its inten-
tions clear. At a time when the momentum 
seemed to favor them, Al Qaida’s top com-
mander in Iraq declared that they will not 
rest until they have attacked us here in Wash-
ington. My fellow Americans, we will not rest 
either. We will not rest until this enemy has 
been defeated. We must do the difficult work 
today so that years from now, people will look 
back and say that this generation rose to the 
moment, prevailed in a tough fight, and left 
behind a more hopeful region and a safer 
America. 

We’re also standing against the forces of 
extremism in the Holy Land, where we have 
new cause for hope. Palestinians have elected 
a President who recognizes that confronting 
terror is essential to achieving a state where 
his people can live in dignity and at peace 
with Israel. Israelis have leaders who recog-
nize that a peaceful, democratic Palestinian 
state will be a source of lasting security. This 

month in Ramallah and Jerusalem, I assured 
leaders from both sides that America will do, 
and I will do, everything we can to help them 
achieve a peace agreement that defines a Pal-
estinian state by the end of this year. The 
time has come for a Holy Land where a 
democratic Israel and a democratic Palestine 
live side by side in peace. 

We’re also standing against the forces of 
extremism embodied by the regime in 
Tehran. Iran’s rulers oppress a good and tal-
ented people. And wherever freedom ad-
vances in the Middle East, it seems the Ira-
nian regime is there to oppose it. Iran is 
funding and training militia groups in Iraq, 
supporting Hizballah terrorists in Lebanon, 
and backing Hamas efforts to undermine 
peace in the Holy Land. Tehran is also devel-
oping ballistic missiles of increasing range 
and continues to develop its capability to en-
rich uranium, which could be used to create 
a nuclear weapon. 

Our message to the people of Iran is clear: 
We have no quarrel with you. We respect 
your traditions and your history. We look for-
ward to the day when you have your freedom. 
Our message to the leaders of Iran is also 
clear: Verifiably suspend your nuclear enrich-
ment so negotiations can begin. And to rejoin 
the community of nations, come clean about 
your nuclear intentions and past actions, stop 
your oppression at home, cease your support 
for terror abroad. But above all, know this: 
America will confront those who threaten our 
troops; we will stand by our allies; and we 
will defend our vital interests in the Persian 
Gulf. 

On the homefront, we will continue to take 
every lawful and effective measure to protect 
our country. This is our most solemn duty. 
We are grateful that there has not been an-
other attack on our soil since 9/11. This is 
not for the lack of desire or effort on the 
part of the enemy. In the past 6 years, we’ve 
stopped numerous attacks, including a plot 
to fly a plane into the tallest building in Los 
Angeles and another to blow up passenger 
jets bound for America over the Atlantic. 
Dedicated men and women in our Govern-
ment toil day and night to stop the terrorists 
from carrying out their plans. These good 
citizens are saving American lives, and every-
one in this Chamber owes them our thanks. 
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And we owe them something more; we 
owe them the tools they need to keep our 
people safe. And one of the most important 
tools we can give them is the ability to mon-
itor terrorist communications. To protect 
America, we need to know who the terrorists 
are talking to, what they are saying, and what 
they’re planning. Last year, Congress passed 
legislation to help us do that. Unfortunately, 
Congress set the legislations to expire on 
February the 1st. That means if you don’t 
act by Friday, our ability to track terrorist 
threats would be weakened and our citizens 
will be in greater danger. Congress must en-
sure the flow of vital intelligence is not dis-
rupted. Congress must pass liability protec-
tion for companies believed to have assisted 
in the efforts to defend America. We’ve had 
ample time for debate. The time to act is 
now. 

Protecting our Nation from the dangers of 
a new century requires more than good intel-
ligence and a strong military. It also requires 
changing the conditions that breed resent-
ment and allow extremists to prey on despair. 
So America is using its influence to build a 
freer, more hopeful, and more compas-
sionate world. This is a reflection of our na-
tional interests; it is the calling of our con-
science. 

America opposes genocide in Sudan. We 
support freedom in countries from Cuba and 
Zimbabwe to Belarus and Burma. 

America is leading the fight against global 
poverty with strong education initiatives and 
humanitarian assistance. We’ve also changed 
the way we deliver aid by launching the Mil-
lennium Challenge Account. This program 
strengthens democracy, transparency, and 
the rule of law in developing nations, and 
I ask you to fully fund this important initia-
tive. 

America is leading the fight against global 
hunger. Today, more than half the world’s 
food aid comes from the United States. And 
tonight I ask Congress to support an innova-
tive proposal to provide food assistance by 
purchasing crops directly from farmers in the 
developing world, so we can build up local 
agriculture and help break the cycle of fam-
ine. 

America is leading the fight against dis-
ease. With your help, we’re working to cut 

by half the number of malaria-related deaths 
in 15 African nations. And our Emergency 
Plan for AIDS Relief is treating 1.4 million 
people. We can bring healing and hope to 
many more. So I ask you to maintain the 
principles that have changed behavior and 
made this program a success. And I call on 
you to double our initial commitment to 
fighting HIV/AIDS by approving an addi-
tional $30 billion over the next 5 years. 

America is a force for hope in the world 
because we are a compassionate people, and 
some of the most compassionate Americans 
are those who have stepped forward to pro-
tect us. We must keep faith with all who have 
risked life and limb so that we might live 
in freedom and peace. Over the past 7 years, 
we’ve increased funding for veterans by more 
than 95 percent. And as we increase funding, 
we must also reform our veterans system to 
meet the needs of a new war and a new gen-
eration. I call on Congress to enact the re-
forms recommended by Senator Bob Dole 
and Secretary Donna Shalala, so we can im-
prove the system of care for our wounded 
warriors and help them build lives of hope 
and promise and dignity. 

Our military families also sacrifice for 
America. They endure sleepless nights and 
the daily struggle of providing for children 
while a loved one is serving far from home. 
We have a responsibility to provide for them. 
So I ask you to join me in expanding their 
access to child care, creating new hiring pref-
erences for military spouses across the Fed-
eral Government, and allowing our troops to 
transfer their unused education benefits to 
their spouses or children. Our military fami-
lies serve our Nation; they inspire our Na-
tion; and tonight our Nation honors them. 

The strength—the secret of our strength, 
the miracle of America is that our greatness 
lies not in our Government, but in the spirit 
and determination of our people. When the 
Federal Convention met in Philadelphia in 
1787, our Nation was bound by the Articles 
of Confederation, which began with the 
words, ‘‘We the undersigned delegates.’’ 
When Governor Morris was asked to draft 
the preamble to our new Constitution, he of-
fered an important revision and opened with 
words that changed the course of our Nation 
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and the history of the world: ‘‘We the peo-
ple.’’ 

By trusting the people, our Founders wa-
gered that a great and noble nation could 
be built on the liberty that resides in the 
hearts of all men and women. By trusting 
the people, succeeding generations trans-
formed our fragile young democracy into the 
most powerful nation on Earth and a beacon 
of hope for millions. And so long as we con-
tinue to trust the people, our Nation will 
prosper, our liberty will be secure, and the 
state of our Union will remain strong. 

So tonight, with confidence in freedom’s 
power and trust in the people, let us set forth 
to do their business. God bless America. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:09 p.m. in the 
House Chamber of the Capitol. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Hamid Karzai of Afghani-
stan; Usama bin Laden, leader of the Al Qaida 
terrorist organization; Gen. David H. Petraeus, 
USA, commanding general, Multi-National 
Force—Iraq; President Mahmoud Abbas (Abu 
Mazen) of the Palestinian Authority; and former 
Senator Bob Dole and former Secretary of Health 
and Human Services Donna E. Shalala, Cochairs, 
President’s Commission on Care for America’s 
Returning Wounded Warriors. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Proclamation 8218—National 
African American History Month, 
2008 
January 28, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
During National African American History 

Month, we honor the achievements and cele-
brate the rich heritage of African Americans. 

Throughout our Nation’s history, African 
Americans from all walks of life have offered 
their talents to the betterment of American 
society. Scholars such as Frederick Douglass 
and W.E.B. DuBois were early leaders who 
placed great importance on educating all 
people about the need for justice and racial 
equality. Athletes such as Jackie Robinson 
and Althea Gibson persevered while break-
ing the color barrier and competing at the 

highest levels of sports. Musicians like Nat 
King Cole and Billie Holiday lifted the Amer-
ican spirit with their creativity and musical 
gifts. Through their extraordinary accom-
plishments, these leaders helped bring our 
Nation closer to fulfilling its founding ideals. 

This year’s theme, ‘‘Carter G. Woodson 
and the Origins of Multiculturalism,’’ honors 
an educator who taught his fellow citizens 
about the traditions and contributions of Af-
rican Americans. His dedication to educating 
Americans about cultural diversity initiated 
this celebration of African-American history. 
Our Nation is now stronger and more hope-
ful because generations of leaders like him 
have worked to help America live up to its 
promise of equality and the great truth that 
all of God’s children are created equal. 

Throughout African American History 
Month, we celebrate the many contributions 
African Americans have made to our Nation, 
and we are reminded of their courage in their 
struggle to change the hearts and minds of 
our citizens. While much progress has been 
made, we must continue to work together 
to achieve the promise and vision of our great 
Nation. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim February 2008 as 
National African American History Month. 
I call upon public officials, educators, and 
all the people of the United States to observe 
this month with appropriate programs and 
activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-eighth day of January, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., January 30, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 29, and it 
was published in the Federal Register on January 
31. 
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Remarks During a Visit to the 
Jericho Program in Baltimore, 
Maryland 
January 29, 2008 

Thank you all for coming. I’m proud to 
be standing with you men. Thank you very 
much. Thank you very much for your hospi-
tality. 

Last night in my State of the Union, I high-
lighted the important work being done by 
faith-based organizations. This morning I was 
pleased to visit one of these inspiring groups, 
the Episcopal Community Services of Mary-
land, right here in Baltimore. I cannot thank 
you enough for the chance to take a tour. 
And Bonnie, you and your staff have been 
most hospitable. 

I’ve come to look firsthand at the Jericho 
Program, which is helping former prisoners 
make a successful transition back to society. 
There’s no more important goal than to help 
good souls become—come back to our soci-
ety as productive citizens. I’m honored to 
have been with those who have worked hard 
to deal with their circumstances in such a 
way that they become productive citizens. 
I’m standing next to two such men, and I 
met probably seven others downstairs. 

I do want to thank Bonnie Ariano for join-
ing me and the Secretary. I’m going to talk 
about the Secretary’s role here in a minute, 
in this important program. I thank very much 
Greg Carpenter, a former prisoner who is 
now a mentor, a leader in this program. And 
he’s a—I appreciate his heart. 

I welcome Jay Hein, Director of the Office 
of Faith-Based and Community Initiatives at 
the White House. I do want to thank State 
Senator David Brinkley for joining us. Sen-
ator, I’m proud you’re here. I appreciate the 
Jericho staff. I want to thank the Episcopal 
Community Services of Maryland board of 
directors. I appreciate you all coming. I thank 
you very much for supporting this program. 

When I came into office, the Nation’s tra-
ditions of religious freedom and equal oppor-
tunity were facing unnecessary obstacles. 
Throughout America, religious and commu-
nity groups were providing effective assist-
ance to people in need, but there was a great 
reluctance on the part of the Federal Gov-
ernment to help them. There was the notion 

that somehow that there needed to be a clear 
separation of church and state, and therefore, 
we shouldn’t be using taxpayers’ money to 
help programs that were helping to meet im-
portant national goals. 

Unfortunately, in some instances where 
there was an interface with Government, 
people were told that in order to interface, 
you have to take the cross off the wall or 
take down the Star of David. In other words, 
you had to abandon the very principle by 
which you existed in the first place. And it 
made no sense. If a program was effective 
because they were willing to recognize a 
higher power, if a program was effective be-
cause people responded because they felt a 
call from a higher power, then to deny the 
higher power really reduced the effective-
ness of the program. 

And so 7 years ago, my administration cre-
ated the White House Office of Faith-Based 
and Community Initiatives to deal with this 
problem. We wanted to focus our Govern-
ment and taxpayers’ money on solutions, on 
effective programs, and we recognized that 
many of the effective programs existed in the 
faith community. Washington, DC, often-
times is a process-oriented town. We need 
to work hard to make it a results-oriented 
town. And if one of the compelling national 
interests is to help good people who have 
been in prison come back and readjust and 
learn skills and the attitudes necessary to be 
a productive citizen, if that’s an important 
national concern, then we ought to turn to 
programs that are meeting those results. 
That’s what we ought to do. 

And that’s what’s happening right here. 
That’s why I’m here. This is a program that 
is working, and it is supported by the Federal 
Government, and it should be. 

Since 2001, the Government has leveled 
the playing field. That’s one of our objectives 
early on in my administration, was to level 
the playing field, to make it easier for faith- 
based and community groups to compete for 
billions of dollars in Federal grants, grants 
that would help them accomplish their objec-
tives. 

With this newfound support, America’s 
faith-based groups are getting results. If you 
ask people here, is a program working? The 
answer is, absolutely. It’s one thing to ask 
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the Director; more importantly, it’s another 
thing to ask those who have benefited. These 
are men who were, in some ways, lost and 
lonely and found love and redemption at Jeri-
cho. I’m going to talk about them in just a 
second. 

But there are all kinds of programs that 
are helping meet our national needs and 
goals. There are programs to help provide 
mentors for 70,000 children whose parents 
are incarcerated. There are programs to help 
deal with drug addiction and alcohol addic-
tion, programs to help young people in our 
inner cities escape gangs. These are all pro-
grams where a faith-based or community 
group has dedicated their lives to solve a 
problem. And it makes sense for the Federal 
Government to give these programs a chance 
to access taxpayers’ money. 

When we begin the work, we didn’t settle 
for just opening an office in the White 
House; we opened 11 offices for faith-based 
and community initiatives throughout the 
Federal Government. It’s one thing for the 
White House to have an office, but most of 
the money—or all the money, for that matter 
is appropriated to different Cabinet officers 
and their secretariats, and then those dis-
tribute the money. And so we wanted to 
make sure that this faith-based initiative was 
rooted throughout the Government. 

And one of the offices is at the Depart-
ment of Labor, ably headed by Secretary 
Elaine Chao. She’s a member of my Cabinet. 
Every year, nearly 650,000 men and women 
are released from prison, and one of her top 
priorities, along with the Department of Jus-
tice, is to help those readjust to our society. 
And there’s a compelling reason to: half the 
people getting released from prison go back. 
And the idea is to help deal with that issue. 
We don’t want people going back to prison. 
We want to help them readjust in society. 
And it turns out that faith-based programs 
are very effective. And this is such a program. 

The whole purpose of Jericho is a prisoner 
reentry initiative. That’s why you exist. It’s 
interesting how a program like this works. 
This is a small program, really, to some of 
the really large faith-based programs. And by 
the way, part of our initiative was to encour-
age what I call social entrepreneurship. It’s 
to stand side by side with smaller programs, 

because smaller programs, when they’re 
proved to be successful, turn out to be larger 
programs. And larger programs obviously 
help more people, but they also serve as an 
example. 

I like the fact that you call yourselves ‘‘the 
Jericho.’’ After all, the walls came tumbling 
down. That’s what’s happening here. Old 
walls are tumbling down, and new lives are 
being built. 

One of the great things about a faith-based 
program—one of the great aspects of a faith- 
based program is, there’s a lot of people in 
our society who hear the call to love a neigh-
bor. That’s, after all, one of the key tenets 
of faith, love a neighbor like you’d be—like 
to love—be loved yourself. And so what you 
find here is programs supported by people 
who want to make a difference in our society, 
and it doesn’t require a government law to 
cause them to do so. You need to pass a law 
and sign a law that says, you will love your 
neighbor; there’s a higher law that does that. 
And these programs just gather that love and 
work to save societies one soul at a time. 

And we’ve got two such souls here. 
Adolphus Mosely—he came here last sum-
mer after having been released from prison, 
and he graduated from one of Jericho’s work 
training programs. And he started—got him 
a new job. And he’s proud of that. 

By the way, first, there’s a—people have 
got to come here and realize that there are 
people who love them and want to help 
them. And second, there is the practical ap-
plication of helping somebody find work. Ad-
diction is hard to overcome. As you might 
remember, I drank too much at one time 
in my life. I understand faith-based pro-
grams. I understand that sometimes you can 
find the inspiration from a higher power to 
solve an addiction problem. This program 
helps along these folks who have—had been 
dealing with addictions. 

I also appreciate Thomas Boyd. He spent 
nearly 4 years in prison. He came here in 
September. And thanks to the program, he’s 
got a new dilemma: He had to choose be-
tween several job offers. [Laughter] That’s 
a good dilemma to have. He’s supporting 
himself. He’s—both these men are reunited 
with their daughters. They find great pride 
in the fact that they have chosen a path with 
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the help of the folks at Jericho. They shared 
with me their love for their little girls, and 
I know the feeling. And I appreciate the fact 
that, you know, that you’re on your feet and 
you’re feeling good and strong and you’re as-
suming the responsibility of fatherhood. 

And so I’ve come to herald programs such 
as the Jericho Program. Our Government 
should not fear the influence of faith in our 
society. We ought to welcome faith-based 
programs. Last night I called on the Govern-
ment to make the charitable choice provi-
sions of our law permanent. We shouldn’t 
say to programs such as this, we’ll help you 
through a Department of Labor and Justice 
grant, and then turn our back on the program 
when it’s successful. There ought to be con-
sistency of policy. Our Government ought to 
welcome results. We ought to say, thank God 
there are people such as this in our neighbor-
hoods and societies helping these good men. 

So it’s an honor to be here. I’m proud to 
be in the presence of Americans who care 
deeply about our country and are willing to 
do something about the future of the country 
by helping lost souls find love and hope in 
their lives. And I want to thank the—I want 
to thank very much the Episcopal Commu-
nity Services for sponsoring this program. 

Again, I want to thank you all for leading 
with your hearts. Thank these two good men 
for joining me today. God bless you. Proud 
to be with you. Thank you. 

All right. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:45 a.m. at the 
Robert M. Davis House. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Bonnie Ariano, director, and Greg Car-
penter, coordinator for mentoring and training, 
Jericho Program. 

Remarks on Signing the Executive 
Order on Protecting American 
Taxpayers From Government 
Spending on Wasteful Earmarks 
January 29, 2008 

Director Nussle, thank you. Before I sign 
the Executive order on earmarks, I do want 
to congratulate the House of Representatives 
for overwhelmingly passing a economic 
growth package that will help our economy. 
The temptation is going to be for the Senate 

to load it up. My concerns is that we need 
to get this bill out of the Senate and on my 
desk so the checks can get in the hands of 
our consumers and our businesses can be as-
sured of the incentives necessary to make in-
vestments. 

Anyway, I do want to thank the Speaker 
and Leader Boehner for working quickly and 
working in a bipartisan fashion. This is a very 
good start. 

And now I’m going to sign this Executive 
order. Last night I said that it’s very impor-
tant for Congress to earn the trust of the 
American taxpayer, and one way they should 
do so is to end the practice of earmarks. Now, 
I said last year that they should voluntarily 
cut the number in half—not only the number 
but the amount of earmarks in half. They 
chose not to do so. So last night I told the 
Congress that I would veto any bill, appro-
priations bill, that does not cut the number 
and the amount of earmarks in half. 

Secondly, there’s a practice here in Wash-
ington—and I’m not sure many of our citi-
zens understand it takes place—where Mem-
bers just put in special spending projects into 
what’s called report language. That means 
that these projects never were voted on, 
never really saw the light of day. And this 
Executive order says that any such earmarks 
this year and into the future will be ignored 
by this administration and, hopefully, future 
administrations, unless those spending 
projects were voted on by the Congress. 

The American people expect there to be 
transparency in the process. They expect the 
people to be—here in Washington to be wise 
about how they spend their money. And this 
Executive order will go a long way toward 
sending that signal to the Congress and, at 
the same time, earning the trust of the Amer-
ican people. 

So, Mr. Director, thank you for your lead-
ership on the issue. It was the right course 
of action to take, and I am proud to have 
signed the Executive order. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:38 p.m. in the 
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Office of Management and Budget 
Director James A. Nussle. He also referred to Ex-
ecutive Order 13457. 
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Executive Order 13457—Protecting 
American Taxpayers From 
Government Spending on Wasteful 
Earmarks 

January 29, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, it is hereby or-
dered as follows: 

Section 1. Policy. It is the policy of the 
Federal Government to be judicious in the 
expenditure of taxpayer dollars. To ensure 
the proper use of taxpayer funds that are ap-
propriated for Government programs and 
purposes, it is necessary that the number and 
cost of earmarks be reduced, that their origin 
and purposes be transparent, and that they 
be included in the text of the bills voted upon 
by the Congress and presented to the Presi-
dent. For appropriations laws and other legis-
lation enacted after the date of this order, 
executive agencies should not commit, obli-
gate, or expend funds on the basis of ear-
marks included in any non-statutory source, 
including requests in reports of committees 
of the Congress or other congressional docu-
ments, or communications from or on behalf 
of Members of Congress, or any other non- 
statutory source, except when required by 
law or when an agency has itself determined 
a project, program, activity, grant, or other 
transaction to have merit under statutory cri-
teria or other merit-based decisionmaking. 

Sec. 2. Duties of Agency Heads. (a) With 
respect to all appropriations laws and other 
legislation enacted after the date of this 
order, the head of each agency shall take all 
necessary steps to ensure that: 

(i) agency decisions to commit, obligate, 
or expend funds for any earmark are 
based on the text of laws, and in par-
ticular, are not based on language in 
any report of a committee of Con-
gress, joint explanatory statement of 
a committee of conference of the 
Congress, statement of managers con-
cerning a bill in the Congress, or any 
other non-statutory statement or indi-
cation of views of the Congress, or a 
House, committee, Member, officer, 
or staff thereof; 

(ii) agency decisions to commit, obligate, 
or expend funds for any earmark are 
based on authorized, transparent, 
statutory criteria and merit-based de-
cision making, in the manner set forth 
in section II of OMB Memorandum 
M–07–10, dated February 15, 2007, 
to the extent consistent with applica-
ble law; and 

(iii) no oral or written communications 
concerning earmarks shall supersede 
statutory criteria, competitive awards, 
or merit-based decisionmaking. 

(b) An agency shall not consider the views 
of a House, committee, Member, officer, or 
staff of the Congress with respect to commit-
ments, obligations, or expenditures to carry 
out any earmark unless such views are in 
writing, to facilitate consideration in accord-
ance with section 2(a)(ii) above. All written 
communications from the Congress, or a 
House, committee, Member, officer, or staff 
thereof, recommending that funds be com-
mitted, obligated, or expended on any ear-
mark shall be made publicly available on the 
Internet by the receiving agency, not later 
than 30 days after receipt of such commu-
nication, unless otherwise specifically di-
rected by the head of the agency, without 
delegation, after consultation with the Direc-
tor of the Office of Management and Budget, 
to preserve appropriate confidentiality be-
tween the executive and legislative branches. 

(c) Heads of agencies shall otherwise im-
plement within their respective agencies the 
policy set forth in section 1 of this order, 
consistent with such instructions as the Di-
rector of the Office of Management and 
Budget may prescribe. 

(d) The head of each agency shall upon 
request provide to the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget information 
about earmarks and compliance with this 
order. 

Sec. 3. Definitions. For purposes of this 
order: 

(a) The term ‘‘agency’’ means an executive 
agency as defined in section 105 of title 5, 
United States Code, and the United States 
Postal Service and the Postal Regulatory 
Commission, but shall exclude the Govern-
ment Accountability Office; and 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 20:12 Feb 04, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00017 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FET4.001 P04FET4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

T



130 Jan. 29 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

(b) the term ‘‘earmark’’ means funds pro-
vided by the Congress for projects, programs, 
or grants where the purported congressional 
direction (whether in statutory text, report 
language, or other communication) cir-
cumvents otherwise applicable merit-based 
or competitive allocation processes, or speci-
fies the location or recipient, or otherwise 
curtails the ability of the executive branch 
to manage its statutory and constitutional re-
sponsibilities pertaining to the funds alloca-
tion process. 

Sec. 4. General Provisions. (a) Nothing in 
this order shall be construed to impair or oth-
erwise affect: 

(i) authority granted by law to an agency 
or the head thereof; or 

(ii) functions of the Director of the Office 
of Management and Budget relating 
to budget, administrative, or legisla-
tive proposals. 

(b) This order shall be implemented in a 
manner consistent with applicable law and 
subject to the availability of appropriations. 

(c) This order is not intended to, and does 
not, create any right or benefit, substantive 
or procedural, enforceable at law or in eq-
uity, by any party against the United States, 
its agencies, instrumentalities, or entities, its 
officers, employees, or agents, or any other 
person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
January 29, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:02 a.m., January 31, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on February 1. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff and Combatant 
Commanders 
January 29, 2008 

Mr. Secretary, thank you very much. Mr. 
Chairman, we’re glad you’re here. The Vice 
President and I welcome you all. One of the 
highlights of my year is to meet with combat-
ant commanders and the Joint Chiefs. We’ll 
have a visit here in the Cabinet Room, talking 

about the war on terror and the ideological 
struggle that we’re engaged in. We’ll talk 
about our common desire to protect America 
and how best to do so. And then we’re going 
to have dinner with your spouses, and Laura 
and I are really looking forward to having 
you upstairs. 

I love our military, and the reason I do 
is because the character of those who wear 
our uniform, whether they be the general or 
the private, is remarkable. We’re a nation 
that has produced people who are willing to 
volunteer in the face of danger—thank good-
ness. And as a result, we are a nation in the 
lead in helping defend this world against ex-
tremists who murder the innocent to achieve 
an ideological objective. 

And our military is compassionate as well. 
I’m looking forward to the stories from our 
commanders who will share with us the great 
compassion of our soldiers, whether it’s to 
provide relief from a disaster or to help some 
child recognize the beauty of going to school. 

And so I want to thank you for coming 
and thank you for serving, and I’m looking 
forward to hearing from you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 5:11 p.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Statement on the Death of 
Margaret Truman Daniel 

January 29, 2008 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of Margaret Truman Daniel. The only child 
of our 33d President, she supported her fa-
ther as he confronted the difficult challenges 
of his Presidency, witnessing firsthand the 
leadership of Harry Truman in both war and 
peace. An accomplished author and singer, 
her life was one of tremendous personal 
achievement. Our thoughts and prayers are 
with Margaret Truman Daniel’s sons and the 
rest of the Truman family. 
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Memorandum on Unexpected 
Urgent Refugee and Migration 
Needs Related to Africa and the 
Middle East 

January 29, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–10 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Unexpected Urgent Refugee and 
Migration Needs Related to Africa and the 
Middle East 

By the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and the laws of the United States, 
including sections 2 and 4(a)(1) of the Migra-
tion and Refugee Assistance Act of 1962 (the 
‘‘Act’’), as amended (22 U.S.C. 2601 and 
2603), and section 301 of title 3, United 
States Code: 

(1) I hereby determine, pursuant to 2(c)(1) 
of the Act, that it is important to the national 
interest to furnish assistance under the Act 
in an amount not to exceed $32 million from 
the United States Emergency Refugee and 
Migration Assistance Fund for the purpose 
of meeting unexpected and urgent refugee 
and migration needs, including by contribu-
tions to international, governmental, and 
nongovernmental organizations and payment 
of administrative expenses of the Bureau of 
Population, Refugees, and Migration of the 
Department of State, related to humanitarian 
needs in Africa and in the West Bank and 
Gaza; and 

(2) the functions of the President in rela-
tion to this memorandum under 2(d) of the 
Act, and of establishing terms and conditions 
under section 2(c)(1) of the Act, are assigned 
to you. 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:58 a.m., February 1, 2008] 

NOTE: This memorandum was published in the 
Federal Register on February 4. 

Memorandum on Review of 
Recommendations From the Public 
Interest Declassification Board 

January 29, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State, the 
Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of 
Defense, the Secretary of Energy, the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, the 
Assistant to the President and Chief of Staff, 
the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget, the Director of National Intelligence, 
the Assistant to the President for National 
Security Affairs, the Counsel to the President, 
and the Assistant to the President for 
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism 

Subject: Review of Recommendations From 
the Public Interest Declassification Board 

The Public Interest Declassification 
Board, an advisory group established by the 
Public Interest Declassification Act of 2000, 
as amended (50 U.S.C. 435 note), has sub-
mitted a report entitled ‘‘Improving Declas-
sification.’’ The report addresses 15 issues 
and makes 49 recommendations relating to 
declassification of classified national security 
information. 

Please submit in writing no later than April 
15, 2008, through the Assistants to the Presi-
dent for National Security Affairs and for 
Homeland Security and Counterterrorism, 
your views on each of the recommendations, 
including with respect to each recommenda-
tion your view of whether and to what extent 
it should be implemented. Your views with 
respect to the recommendations should take 
into account the public interest in declas-
sification of national security information, ef-
fective records management, and the effec-
tive conduct of United States diplomatic, 
economic, military, energy, homeland secu-
rity, and intelligence activities, as well as such 
other matters as you deem appropriate for 
consideration. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: This memorandum was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on January 30. 
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Remarks at Robinson Helicopter 
Company in Torrance, California 
January 30, 2008 

Thank you all. So my daughters are going 
to be envious I was introduced by Arnold. 
[Laughter] I appreciate you, Governor. 
Thanks for your strong leadership; thanks for 
your friendship. You know, California is a 
really important State for our country, and 
I think a lot of Californians appreciate the 
fact that you’re steady at the helm. Thank 
you for having us. 

Frank, thank you very much for your hos-
pitality. Some say, ‘‘Why do you want to come 
to Robinson Helicopter Company?’’ Well, 
first, I love entrepreneurs and dreamers. And 
your boy told me that you dreamt about a 
company, and you started it in your kitchen. 
Isn’t it interesting? The company was started 
in the kitchen, and now he’s got the Termi-
nator coming by to herald the success. 
[Laughter] I mean, this is—I love America, 
because we stand for dreams that can be ac-
complished. 

And so the first reason I’m here is, I want 
to congratulate the Robinsons for living a 
dream and for giving people good work. Ar-
nold and I had the pleasure of working the 
floor and shaking hands with people who are 
making a living for their families. And so 
you’re building good helicopters, but more 
importantly, you’re providing people a 
chance to work, and I appreciate that a lot. 

The other reason I’m here is, I want to 
spend a little time talking about the economy 
and about what we can do to help in the 
short term and in the long term. 

Before I do, I do want to also welcome 
Congresswoman Jane Harman. This is her 
district, and I’m proud to have traveled from 
Washington to California with her. Jane, 
thank you for coming; appreciate your time 
being here. 

And Dreier and Royce are with us too, as 
well—that would be Congressman Dreier 
and Congressman Royce. I appreciate you all 
joining us; thank you for your time. Mayor, 
thanks for coming. 

I hope you’re confident about our econ-
omy. I am. We’ve got some short-term issues 
to deal with. Fourth quarter growth slowed 
to .6 percent. In other words, there are signs 

that our economy are slowing. There’s some 
uncertainty in the economy, but in the long 
run, you’ve got to be confident about your 
economy. Inflation is down; interest rates are 
low; productivity is high. Our economy is 
flexible; it is resilient. We’ve been through 
problems before. As a matter of fact, we’ve 
been through problems before since I was 
your President. We’ve had a recession, cor-
porate scandals, an attack on the United 
States of America; we’ve had major national 
disasters. And every time, we’ve come 
through strong, and that what’s going to hap-
pen this time too. 

But the Federal Government can help. We 
can have some smart policy out of Wash-
ington. And the smartest thing we can do 
is to help deal with the uncertainty by putting 
about $145 billion into your pockets so you 
can spend it, which will help this economy 
stay strong, and at the same time, part of 
that $145 billion is to provide incentives for 
businesses, large and small, to invest. See, 
when you provide an incentive for a company 
to invest, they go out and buy a machine. 
And when they buy that machine, somebody 
has to put labor into the machine; somebody 
is working. 

So the whole purpose of a stimulus pack-
age is to have something robust enough to 
make a difference, temporary enough that— 
so that we can balance our budget over time, 
and simple enough to be effective. And as 
the Governor mentioned, we reached an 
agreement with both Democrats and Repub-
licans in the House of Representatives on a 
package that’s simple, robust, and effective. 
And now the Senate is debating the issue. 
And I understand people having their points 
of view, and of course, we welcome points 
of view in Washington. There appears to be 
a lot of them up there. [Laughter] 

But whatever the Senate does, they should 
not delay this package. They should not keep 
money out of your pocket. The sooner you 
get a check, the more likely it is that the 
stimulus package will kick in and make a dif-
ference. So my attitude is, if you’re truly in-
terested in dealing with the slowdown of the 
economy, the Senate ought to accept the 
House package, pass it, and get it to my desk 
as soon as possible. That’s what I want to 
talk about. 
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I also want to talk about trade. Now, peo-
ple in our country—let’s be perfectly frank 
about it—you hear them say, trade isn’t any 
good; it doesn’t help. If I were a worker at 
Robinson, I’d be arguing against that. You’ve 
got good jobs here. People are working, and 
70 percent of what you make gets sold over-
seas. So you can’t tell the people at Robinson 
Helicopter that trade isn’t good. When 70 
percent of that which you manufacture gets 
sold somewhere else other than the United 
States, they ought to have a sign walking in 
here and say, trade is not only good, it is 
great, and we want the Federal Government 
to make it easier for us to sell products. 

That’s what trade is really about, isn’t it? 
If you’re good at something—and you’re 
good at making helicopters—then you ought 
to have your Government making it easier 
to sell your product, not harder. Mr. Robin-
son said 70 percent of the revenues from his 
company are a result of products being sold 
overseas. And that happens in a lot of compa-
nies in America, by the way. As a matter of 
fact, it is estimated that our growth last year, 
a third of that growth was caused by exports. 
When people are selling something overseas, 
it means somebody is working. And there’s 
a lot of customers overseas. 

So one of the goals of this administration 
is to reduce trade barriers. The interesting 
thing about what I’m about to tell you on 
three free trade agreements that we’re hop-
ing Congress votes on here pretty soon is that 
we’re not treated the same way. In other 
words, they got their goods and services com-
ing to our country without a lot of tariffs. 
And when we’re trying to sell into their coun-
tries, they’re taxing it, which makes it much 
harder to sell. 

Reasonable policy says to nations, you treat 
us the way we treat you. That’s all we’re ask-
ing for. We’re saying to countries, if your 
goods and services are coming here—which, 
by the way, are good for our consumers; like 
if you’re a consumer, you want a lot of 
choices, you want a lot of different options. 
But we want to be treated equally too. Good 
trade policy is fair trade policy. 

And so these trade agreements I’m about 
to describe to you level the playing field. 
When I say level the playing field, it means 
we’ll be treated equally. And that’s impor-

tant, because we can compete with anybody, 
anytime, anywhere, just as long as the rules 
are fair. That’s what I think. I think our work-
ers are the best in the world. I said in the 
State of the Union the other night, let’s open 
the—level the playing field, open up mar-
kets, so the best workers in the world can 
have the fruits of their labor sold overseas. 
And that’s what trade is all about. You got 
people in this country saying, ‘‘Oh, trade 
doesn’t matter.’’ I’m telling you it matters. 
It matters to our economy, and it matters 
to the jobs right here at Robinson Manufac-
turer—Robinson Helicopter. 

The other interesting thing about trade is, 
if you’re working for a company that’s selling 
goods overseas, you’re likely to be paid high-
er wages. Trade yields better pay. 

So what are you going to do about it, Mr. 
President? It’s one thing to talk about the 
benefits of trade. Well, we’ve negotiated free 
trade agreements. In other words, we sat 
down with countries and said, let’s get a free 
trade agreement in place. And we reduced 
barriers and tariffs through the negotiations, 
and there are three such agreements before 
the Congress. There was four; Congress re-
cently passed a deal with Peru. And we want 
to do the same thing with Colombia and Pan-
ama and South Korea. 

Now, for the person working here at Rob-
inson, I don’t know if you know this, but 
when you try to sell into Colombia, part of 
your—part of the helicopter parts face a 5- 
percent surcharge. That makes it harder to 
sell something in—when something is taxed, 
it’s harder to sell into a market. 

The free trade agreement we’ve nego-
tiated will eliminate that surcharge. It makes 
it more likely that these products will be sold 
to Colombia and Panama. There’s a 15-per-
cent tax on the helicopter you manufacture. 
I’ve been told there’s a 15-percent tax. I be-
lieve there’s a 15-percent tax, and I know 
that a free trade agreement will reduce that 
tax, which means it’s more likely you’re going 
to sell a helicopter into Panama. And when 
you’re more likely to sell a helicopter to Pan-
ama, it means you’re more likely to keep 
work, that’s what that means. 

Free trade means jobs for Americans. Free 
trade means good-paying jobs for Americans. 
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And so Congress needs to pass these agree-
ments for the sake of economic vitality. And 
Arnold talked about the effect for the State 
of California—you’re selling hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars’ worth of goods out of Cali-
fornia to other parts of the world. And we 
need to keep that trend going. I mean, if 
we don’t want to worry about our economy 
long term, you need your Government 
knocking down barriers to our products and 
on goods and services. 

Congress is going to have a vote coming 
up pretty soon on Colombia. If it were an 
easy vote, I wouldn’t be talking about it, but 
it’s going to be a tough vote. Some say trade 
hurts our economy. These are good, decent 
people. I just beg to disagree—I respectfully 
disagree and would ask them to think about 
the example of this company right here. 
Some say it really doesn’t matter. I think it 
matters a lot to our standing in the world 
as to whether or not we support a friend. 

Colombia is an important country for our 
interests. They’ve got a good President, 
named President Uribe. And he inherited a 
tough deal, a tough situation, where he’s 
fighting off drug lords and drug traffickers, 
people who are manufacturing drugs that 
come and pollute our kids. And he’s taking 
the fight to this enemy. And he’s an ally. And 
he wants this free trade agreement passed. 
It’s in his country’s interests. 

And if we reject this opportunity to sup-
port a friend with good economic policy, if 
we turn down this free trade agreement, it 
will hurt our relations in South America. It 
will give the voices of false populism some-
thing to say. It is in our strategic interests 
that we support democracies in our neigh-
borhood. And it’s in our strategic interest and 
our economic interest that the United States 
Congress passes this free trade agreement 
with Colombia. 

I’m looking forward to making the case for 
Panama and South Korea as well. The first 
vote coming up is Colombia. And I’m looking 
forward to traveling this country, talking to 
people about the benefits of free trade and 
the importance of this free trade agreement. 
We’re also going to try to get a Doha round 
of trade, in other words, opening up—around 
the world, opening up trade. 

I hope you share the same concern I have 
about people living in terrible poverty. You 
know, we’re in this ideological struggle 
against, I called them last night ‘‘evil men,’’ 
and I meant what I said. There are people 
that murder the innocent to achieve political 
objectives. And the only way they can sell 
their ideology is when they find hopeless 
people. And you can find hopeless people 
in places where there’s no hope because the 
economies are sick. The best way to help 
people is not to give people your taxpayers’ 
money, but to encourage enterprise through 
commerce and trade. So the Doha round is 
a great opportunity to advance prosperity 
around the world and deal a serious blow 
to those who exploit the hopeless. 

The other thing about trade that I want 
you to know is that sometimes when trade 
takes place, somebody loses work, and I un-
derstand that, and that’s not a happy cir-
cumstance. And the Government has a— 
ought to help people. One response is, okay, 
let’s just don’t trade at all, which would be 
bad, in my judgment. The other response is, 
let’s have job training to help somebody get 
the skills necessary to fill the jobs of the 21st 
century. It’s called trade adjustment assist-
ance, and it’s a vital program. 

And when you combine trade adjustment 
assistance with our community colleges, what 
you’ve got is a great opportunity to help peo-
ple who’ve lost a job because of trade find 
the skills necessary to get a better paying job. 
And so for the critics who say, ‘‘Well, people 
lose work,’’ my answer is, the benefits for 
the country as a whole are important, but 
we will help you, the individual, get your life 
back together with good education. 

And finally, I want to say something about 
investment. It’s very important for our coun-
try to be open for investment without sacri-
ficing our national security. There’s some 
countries around the world that have accu-
mulated large amounts of money. Sometimes 
it’s our money. And it makes sense to say 
to somebody, sure, you can invest in Amer-
ica. I noticed the other day one of these Wall 
Street firms had a big chunk of foreign 
money invest on their—in their balance 
sheet. We ought to say, you bet, absolutely, 
you’re welcome to invest in the United States 
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of America. Investment means jobs and pro-
ductivity increases. 

Now, we’re going to do it in a way that 
doesn’t sacrifice national security. We’ll ana-
lyze investments. But this Nation ought to 
not close our doors and be fearful. We ought 
to be confident because we’re a great people. 
We’ve overcome problems throughout our 
history. There will be other problems in the 
future, and every time, we can overcome 
them. 

So I appreciate you giving me a chance, 
Mr. Robinson, to come and visit with you. 
I especially was pleased to meet your em-
ployees. It’s a good group of folks, highly mo-
tivated and hard-working, and they were very 
hospitable, and for that, the Governor and 
I are very grateful. 

Governor, I’ve got my own helicopter driv-
er, thank you. [Laughter] But I’m proud to 
be with you, and more importantly, I’m 
proud to be with you all. God bless America. 
Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:51 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Gov. Arnold 
Schwarzenegger of California; Frank Robinson, 
president and chief executive officer, and his son, 
Kurt Robinson, vice president for product sup-
port, Robinson Helicopter Company; and Mayor 
Frank Scotto of Torrance, CA. 

Remarks on the War on Terror in Las 
Vegas, Nevada 
January 31, 2008 

Thanks for the warm welcome. Thank you. 
So what Ranson didn’t tell you is he believes 
in free speech, and that’s what I’m here to 
give. [Laughter] I appreciate the invitation. 
[Laughter] Sharon, thank you very much as 
well. 

I’m honored to be here with the Governor. 
Governor—the Governor has been a friend 
of mine for a long time. We served together 
in Washington. He came back to Nevada— 
[laughter]—to serve the great State. As my 
wife said, when you get over there, don’t mis-
pronounce it again. [Laughter] I learned my 
lesson. But Governor, thank you for being 
here. I appreciate all the State and local offi-
cials who are here, and I want to thank you 
for giving me a chance to come by and share 

some thoughts about the world in which we 
live. 

I do appreciate very much your advocacy 
of open markets, ownership. I believe the 
ownership society is necessary for a hopeful 
America. We want people owning their 
homes. We want people owning and man-
aging their own health care accounts. We 
want people managing their pension plans. 
We ought to trust people. And at my State 
of the Union—one of the themes at the State 
of the Union was that government ought to 
trust people and empower them to make 
their own decisions about their future. And 
this institute does that, and I appreciate it 
very much. I thank you for being on the fore-
front of good, optimistic thought. 

The world in which we live is a dangerous 
world, but a world full of great opportunity. 
We’re involved in an ideological struggle, the 
likes of which we have seen before in our 
history. It’s an ideological struggle between 
those of us who love freedom and human 
rights and human dignity and those who want 
to impose their dark vision on how people 
should live their lives. This is a—not a polit-
ical conflict—I mean, a religious conflict. 
And I’ll tell you why: Because one of the 
tactics—and the main tactic of those enemies 
of freedom—is to murder the innocent to 
achieve their objectives. Religious people do 
not murder the innocent. 

And so we’re facing this ideological strug-
gle of people who use asymmetrical warfare. 
What distinguishes this ideological struggle 
from previous ideological struggles, those 
with—against fascism or communism, is that 
in this war, individuals use weapons to kill 
innocent people—car bombs and suicide 
vests. And they do so to frighten the West. 
They do so to create chaos and confusion. 
They do so with the aim of creating vacuums 
into which their hateful ideology can flow. 
And that’s why you see the September 11th 
attacks, in London, in Madrid, in Jordan, at-
tacks around the world. Some will say these 
are just isolated moments of—where all we 
need is a good, strong law enforcement re-
sponse. I think they’re all part of an ideolog-
ical struggle. 

And the interesting development that is 
taking place in the beginnings here of the 
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21st century is the freedom movement is on 
the march. I’m not surprised, and you 
shouldn’t be either. I believe there is an Al-
mighty. I believe the gift of that Almighty 
to every man, woman, and child is freedom. 
I believe that people, if given a chance, will 
always go to freedom, and that’s what you’re 
beginning to see. 

And yet every time freedom tries to ad-
vance, these ideologues murder innocent 
people—in Afghanistan, in Iraq, in Lebanon, 
in Israel, in Palestine. People who can’t stand 
the thought of free societies unleash their ha-
tred by killing innocent people. And the great 
challenge facing America and the world is, 
one, will we recognize the challenge? Do we 
understand the consequences of success and 
failure? And will the United States be bold 
and stay in the lead? And my answer is, we 
have been, we will continue to be, and we 
must be engaged in making sure we lay the 
foundation of peace for the sake of our chil-
dren and grandchildren. 

We will prevail. We will prevail in this ide-
ological struggle because liberty is powerful. 
Liberty is hopeful. The enemy we face can 
only convince people to join their cause is 
when they find hopelessness. And so our 
strategy is threefold: One, protect the home-
land; two, stay on the offense against these 
folks; and three, provide an alternative, a 
hopeful alternative to despair and doubt and 
hopelessness. 

So today I want to spend some time on 
the strategy. The first—our most important 
job in government—whether it be the Fed-
eral Government, State government, or local 
government—is to protect you. And remem-
ber the lessons of September the 11th, that 
oceans cannot protect us, that we face cold-
blooded killers who, in our case, resorted to 
mass murder to send a message. We’ve got— 
you know, thankfully there hasn’t been an 
attack on our homeland since then. That’s 
not for the lack of effort by these evil people. 

I hope you take heart in knowing there 
are a lot of really fine people working long, 
long hours to get the best information pos-
sible to protect the homeland. There’s a— 
unbelievably dedicated folks. And as I said 
in the State of the Union the other night, 
we owe these folks a debt of gratitude. And 

we owe them more; we owe them the tools 
necessary to protect the American people. 

And one such tool in this different kind 
of war is to fully understand the intentions, 
the motives, the plans of people who use sui-
cide and bombs to kill the innocent. If these 
terrorists and extremists are making phone 
calls into our country, we need to know why 
they’re calling, what they’re thinking, and 
what they’re planning. In order to protect the 
American people, our professionals need to 
have the tools necessary to do their job you 
expect them to do. And one such tool is a 
surveillance program that guarantees the 
rights of our citizens, but doesn’t extend 
those same guarantees to those who would 
do us harm. 

Congress passed such a bill last year. They 
recognized that this tool was important to 
protect America. And yet, unfortunately, the 
bill they passed is set to expire tomorrow— 
or was set to expire tomorrow. Now, it’s an 
interesting train of logic, isn’t it? The tool 
was necessary 6 months ago, and yet it was 
set to expire as if the threat to our country 
was set to expire. But it’s not. There’s still 
ongoing threats. 

I will sign today, here in Las Vegas, an 
extension, 15-day extension to the Protect 
America Act. This will give people in Con-
gress time to pass a good piece of legislation 
that makes sure that our professionals have 
the tools necessary to do their job and pro-
vides liability protection to carriers who it is 
assumed helped us in protecting the Amer-
ican people. This Protect America Act and 
its strengthening is essential to the security 
of the United States of America. I will sign 
the extension, but I expect members from 
both political parties to get this work done 
so our professionals can protect the Amer-
ican people. 

The second part of our strategy is to stay 
on the offense against these folks—I mean, 
every day, stay on the offense, an unrelenting 
effort to find them and bring them to justice. 
It’s hard to plot, plan, and attack America 
if you’re running and hiding. It’s hard to re-
cruit if you’re cutting off money. It is hard 
to spread your poison if other reasonable 
people join the cause. And so we spend a 
lot of time doing everything we can to keep 
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the pressure on these folks. And we got some 
good people working it. 

I repeat to you, I know there’s some good 
folks who think this is just simply a law en-
forcement matter. It is not. This is an effort 
that requires all assets of the United States 
and requires coalitions working together. I 
mean, we need to be sharing intelligence. We 
need our military on the hunt. We need to 
be working with allies to keep the pressure 
on them. And that’s exactly what we’re doing. 
America must not relent. If our most impor-
tant job is to protect the American people, 
we have got to stay on the offense and defeat 
the enemy overseas so we do not have to 
face them here at home. 

The third part of our strategy is to spread 
liberty. I love to tell folks that one of the 
most unique relationships I had as your 
President was with the Prime Minister of 
Japan, Prime Minister Koizumi. He’s no 
longer the Prime Minister, but for a good 
period of time during my Presidency, he was. 
You might remember, he’s the fellow that 
Laura and I took to Elvis’s place in Memphis. 
[Laughter] He loved Elvis, and he wanted 
to go to Elvis’s place. [Laughter] And it was 
a—we had a—it was a remarkable experi-
ence. [Laughter] 

Even more remarkable was the fact that 
the United States had no stronger ally in de-
feating terror, no stronger ally than under-
standing the power of freedom to be trans-
formative. I say ‘‘no stronger ally’’—Tony 
Blair was strong; there was a lot. But so was 
Prime Minister Koizumi. What’s ironic about 
that is that my dad fought the Japanese. 
Many of your relatives fought the Japanese. 
They were the sworn enemy of the United 
States of America. I mean, there was unbe-
lievable hatred in our culture toward the Jap-
anese. After all, they attacked us—the second 
largest attack on American soil—the first 
being that on September the 11th, 2001. 

And yet 60 years later, the son of a Navy 
fighter pilot was sitting at the table with the 
Prime Minister of the former enemy 
strategizing on how to win this ideological 
war. I find it ironic. The summary I’ve come 
away with is that liberty is transformative. 
People want to be free, and if given the 
chance, will be free, do the hard work nec-

essary to be free. And liberty has got the ca-
pacity to transform an enemy to an ally. 

And therefore, we ought to have con-
fidence in liberty’s power to bring the peace 
we want, and not shy away from helping peo-
ple realize the great blessings of freedom. 
We’ve got to be confident in the trans-
formative powers of liberty, recognizing that 
deep in everybody’s soul is the desire to be 
free. I recognize that is a—there are some 
in the world who dismiss the capacity of lib-
erty to take hold in parts of the world. There 
used to be a foreign policy that advocated 
stability as the cornerstone of our policy. But 
stability just masked the hopelessness that 
seethed beneath the surface. If you believe 
this is an ideological struggle, like I do, then 
it’s paramount to help people realize a dif-
ferent ideology than that of the enemy. And 
that’s what you’re seeing unfold. 

And the two most evident places that that’s 
happening right now is in Afghanistan and 
Iraq. Both those countries are part of the war 
on terror. These aren’t separate, you know, 
wars; they’re part of the same war—different 
theaters, certainly different circumstances, 
but the outcome is essential for our security. 
And so I want to spend a little time on Af-
ghanistan and a little time on Iraq. 

In Afghanistan—the interesting lesson on 
Afghanistan for the world to see is that how 
the vision of the enemy would be imple-
mented—in other words, these poor folks 
had the Taliban as their oppressors. The 
Taliban also, as you might remember, pro-
vided safe haven to those who came and at-
tacked us. But if you lived in Afghanistan in 
those days and were a mom of a child, par-
ticularly a female child, you had no hope. 
These thugs didn’t believe in freedoms; they 
didn’t believe in women having equal status; 
they didn’t believe young girls should be edu-
cated. And if you dared express your opinion 
that didn’t mesh with theirs, you’d be 
whipped in the public square or killed. These 
are brutal people. That’s the vision that these 
folks have for the world. That’s what they 
want. Some Americans probably just missed 
that and say, ‘‘Oh, that’s just a pipedream, 
pie in the sky on their part.’’ 

I think the United States needs to take that 
vision seriously. I think it’s in our interest 
to liberate people. I think it’s in our interest 
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that when we find human suffering, we help 
deal with it. 

In Afghanistan, I am proud to report that 
the United States of America, thanks to a 
brave military, liberated 25 million people 
and gave them a chance to realize the bless-
ings of liberty. Since liberation from the 
Taliban and since Al Qaida was routed out 
of that country, where they no longer had 
safe havens to plot and plan an attack, the 
people of Afghanistan voted for a President; 
they voted for a Parliament; girls now go to 
school; highways are being built; health clin-
ics are being constructed around the country. 

Is it perfect Government? No, but neither 
were we. I would remind our fellow citizens 
that we believed all men were created equal 
and for a 100 years had slaves. Afghanistan 
is working on their—on democracy. And it’s 
hard work. It’s not easy. It’s like it doesn’t 
happen overnight. But it’s in our interest to 
help them. It’s in our interest to help them 
because we believe that liberty is trans-
formative. And a part of the world that was 
once a safe haven for an enemy that attacked 
us will be a more hopeful place when free-
dom takes hold. 

The other night to the Nation I said, we’re 
sending 3,200 marines in to supplement our 
troops there. And the reason why is because 
this enemy is relentless in trying to overthrow 
this democracy, and it’s in our interest to stop 
them. You see, we’ve got to do the hard work 
now to make sure that a future generation 
of Americans can grow up in peace. 

In Iraq, the decision to remove Saddam 
Hussein was the right decision. The world 
is better off without Saddam Hussein in 
power, and so are the Iraqi people. There 
has been some interesting progress in Iraq. 
They wrote a Constitution. They voted. 
Imagine a society going from a brutal tyrant 
to being able to vote in a short period of 
time. 

And yet the enemy—in this case, Al Qaida 
as well as militia, militia fighters, some spon-
sored by Iran, some of them just pure crimi-
nals—resented the fact that freedom was 
moving and in early 2006 began a campaign, 
and they were looking like they were success-
ful. There was unspeakable violence, and I 
was concerned about it. I was concerned 
about it because I understand the con-

sequences of failure for our peace, for the 
future peace for our children. 

I had to make a tough decision. And the 
decision I made was based on the considered 
judgment of military people, considered 
judgment of a lot of folks who were following 
Iraq. It was not based upon any Gallup Poll 
or focus group. It was based upon what was 
right for the future of the United States, and 
that is, as opposed to pulling troops out, send 
more in. And we went in with a 
counterinsurgency strategy, all aimed at, of 
course, helping the Iraqis stand up and do 
the hard work necessary, but in the mean-
time, making sure that when the enemy was 
cleaned out of neighborhoods, there was 
somebody there to provide security for the 
folks. 

Our surge, by the way, was more than just 
military. We surged diplomats and public 
service officials, Provincial Reconstruction 
Teams to make sure that in neighborhoods 
where an enemy had been routed—and we 
had folks there, along with the Iraqis, to pro-
vide security—that there was also a oppor-
tunity to improve life for the average citizen. 
The Iraqis surged. They created 100,000 new 
soldiers and police. But curiously enough, 
and I don’t know whether a lot of our citizens 
understand this, 80,000 local citizens stepped 
up and said, ‘‘We want to help patrol our 
own neighborhoods. We’re sick and tired of 
violence and extremists.’’ 

I’m not surprised that that happens. I be-
lieve Iraqi moms want the same thing that 
American moms want, and that is for their 
children to grow up in peace. That’s what 
I believe. I don’t believe that people wel-
come violence. They got sick of it. People 
want to be free. People want to live in peace, 
whether you’re Methodist or a Muslim, 
whether you’re American or Iraqi. And what 
you’re watching play out now is that—folks 
are becoming more confident in their capac-
ity to self-govern. They’re becoming con-
fident that if they step up and expose these 
extremists or push these extremists out of 
their neighborhood, there will be enough 
muscle to help them. 

The surge is working. I know some don’t 
want to admit that, and I understand. But 
the terrorists understand the surge is work-
ing. Al Qaida knows the surge is working. 
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* White House correction. 

They thought they could live safely in Anbar 
Province. This was the place from which they 
were going to launch attacks throughout Iraq 
and throughout the Middle East. This is a 
place where they proudly proclaimed, ‘‘This 
is our safe haven.’’ They no longer have a 
safe haven in Anbar Province; they’re on the 
run. We’re going to keep them on the run, 
and it’s in our interests for our own security 
to keep them on the run. 

As a result of our successes, some of our 
troops are coming home. A Marine expedi-
tionary unit and one Army brigade came 
home in December. It’s not going back. I 
don’t know whether my fellow citizens un-
derstand that or not. We surged; we accom-
plished missions; the Iraqis are more capable. 
The commanders on the ground say that now 
we can do the same job with less troops. So 
folks came home for Christmas. It is antici-
pated that five [four] * more Army brigades 
and two Marine battalions will be coming 
home by July. That’s over 20,000 troops will 
be coming home—[applause]—because 
we’ve been successful, that’s why. 

You know, a lot of folks say, ‘‘Well, what’s 
next, Mr. President?’’ And my answer is, we 
have come too far in this important theater 
in this war on terror not to make sure that 
we succeed. And therefore, any further troop 
reductions will be based upon commanders 
and conditions. Iraq is important for our se-
curity. I will be making decisions based upon 
success in Iraq. The temptation, of course, 
is for people to say, ‘‘Well, make sure you 
do the politically right thing.’’ That’s not my 
nature. That’s not exactly what we’re going 
to do. 

The fundamental question is whether or 
not democracy can take hold. In other words, 
the security situation is improving, and there-
fore, will there be efforts by the Iraqi people 
to seize the moment? Reconciliation is taking 
place at the local level. People—as I told you, 
the basic instinct of people is to want to live 
in peace, and one way you do that is you 
put this horrible past as best you can behind 
you and look forward. 

So the two things I look for are, one, eco-
nomic development—you know, a good 
economy will lead to a more hopeful future, 

therefore, causing people to be more likely 
to reconcile—and politics. On the economic 
front, the interesting thing about Iraq, as op-
posed to Afghanistan, is that they’ve got as-
sets and a lot of money. And we, of course, 
want to help them build the ministries and 
the bureaucracies necessary to make sure 
that money gets spent on people. I know that 
may sound counterintuitive to you, but gov-
ernments do need the capacity to take a 
budget and distribute monies throughout the 
country in an equitable basis in order for peo-
ple to say, ‘‘Well, this experience in democ-
racy is worthwhile.’’ I just want to make sure 
the bureaucracy doesn’t get too big when you 
do it. 

And so we—you know, we chart business 
startups and markets. And all I can tell you 
is I talk to our Ambassador and General 
Petraeus on a weekly basis, and they report 
that markets that were once shut down in 
dismal places as a result of attacks are begin-
ning to come back and flourish, and life is 
improving dramatically. Baghdad—the cap-
ital of Baghdad is—which was once subject 
to unbelievable sectarian violence—is im-
proving, and life is returning, and that’s posi-
tive. 

And so we watched a lot about the inflation 
rates and unemployment rates. And they’re 
doing pretty well, they really are, given the 
fact that they’ve come from a tyrannical re-
gime that let the infrastructure of the country 
fall apart. 

The other question is politics. One of the 
lessons of democracy is, a lot of times what 
happens at the local level informs people who 
are at the central Government level. And 
competition is pretty healthy in a democracy. 
As I told you, the local folks are reconciling; 
they’re getting along better; they understand 
they have a common future. And the people 
in Baghdad are beginning to respond. They 
pass budgets. They’re now arguing about 
their 2008 budget. I’m not sure which Gov-
ernment does their budget work better, ours 
or theirs. [Laughter] I can tell you this: We 
definitely have an issue with earmarks. 
[Laughter] I don’t know if they do yet or 
not. [Laughter] 

And by the way, I’m going to do something 
about earmarks. I signed an Executive order 
the other day, basically saying if you slip 
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these—slip this spending into bills that don’t 
get debated or voted on, we’re not going to 
spend your money. And this Executive order 
will—[applause]. Let me rephrase that. The 
money will be spent, but just not on those 
projects necessarily—[laughter]—not on 
those projects necessarily. And this Executive 
order goes beyond my Presidency. 

But they passed budgets. They’re sharing 
oil revenues. They need to pass a law codi-
fying the oil issue there, but they are sharing 
oil revenues. And they’ve got revenues, main-
ly from oil, and they’re distributing those rev-
enues to the Provinces. They passed a pen-
sion law and a de-Ba’athification law, which 
basically is a part of reconciling with the past. 
They’re now in the process of debating a Pro-
vincial powers law. 

And what’s important about that is the— 
there’s a constant debate in free societies— 
at least in our free society—about the rela-
tionship between the Federal Government 
and State governments. The Governor is 
most interested in that debate. [Laughter] 
We believe to the best extent possible that 
we ought to devolve power. Of course, we 
even take it—this group here, including 
me—takes it a step further. We devolve 
power not only in local government but more 
importantly to individuals, which help define 
the political landscape of both State and 
locals. 

But this debate is now ongoing in Iraq. 
Isn’t it interesting? I know 4 years seems like 
an eternity, particularly in this world of in-
stant news and 24-hour whatever on TV. But 
it’s—but Saddam is removed and now a Gov-
ernment elected by the people debating the 
proper role between central Government 
and Provincial government. And that’s an im-
portant debate. And it’s ongoing in the Coun-
cil of Representatives now, and we anticipate 
them passing that bill. 

What I’m telling you is, you’re watching 
a democracy evolve. You’re watching people 
become more confident in their ability to 
self-govern. And it’s important that we help 
them. It’s important we help them for our 
own security, and it’s important that we help 
them as a part of this freedom movement. 
People have said, ‘‘Freedom can’t take hold 
in the Middle East.’’ I strongly disagree. I 
believe freedom will take hold in the Middle 

East, and Iraq is an essential part of this strat-
egy. 

We will succeed in Iraq. We will succeed 
because the Iraqi people want to succeed. 
And it’s in our interest to help them. Success 
in Iraq will show the world that freedom can 
take root in the Middle East and inspire oth-
ers. Success in Iraq will mean that we’ll have 
a ally in this struggle against extremists in 
the heart of the Middle East. Success in Iraq 
will send an interesting message to its neigh-
bor, Iran. 

Failure in Iraq would cause people to 
doubt the sincerity of the United States when 
it comes to keeping commitments. Failure 
in Iraq would embolden the extremists. Fail-
ure in Iraq would say to thugs and killers, 
the United States is a paper tiger. Failure 
in Iraq would embolden other extremists in 
the Middle East. Failure in Iraq would em-
bolden Iran. It’s in our strategic interests that 
we succeed, and we will succeed. We have 
done this kind of work together. 

I said in my speech the other day that it 
is vital for this generation to do the hard 
work. It is vital for this generation to assume 
the responsibilities of peace and take the lead 
so that when we look back 30 to 40 years 
from now, people will say, ‘‘Thank goodness 
America didn’t lose faith with liberty. Thank 
goodness they didn’t abandon a value system 
that they believe is universal.’’ And I believe 
an American President will be sitting down 
with elected leaders from the Middle East 
saying the same thing to audiences in Nevada 
that I said about Prime Minister Koizumi. 

I hope that you are inspired by the fact 
that people are willing to take risks for free-
dom. I hope these examples of Iraqi citizens 
who step forward to protect their neighbor-
hoods and their families and children inspire 
you. They certainly inspire me. I hope you’re 
inspired by political figures who defy killers. 
They inspire me. And I hope you’re inspired 
by our military. 

I want to tell you an interesting story. 
When I was in Reno, I met a guy—a family 
named the Krissoff family. They had lost a 
son in Iraq. He was a marine. And one of 
my duties is to meet with the families of the 
fallen. I did so last night in northern Cali-
fornia. It’s an inspiring experience, by the 
way. It is a—you know, in many ways the 
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comforter becomes comforted by the spirit 
and—of these—and pride of these families. 

And so I met the Krissoffs. Mr. Krissoff 
is a 60-year-old guy—I shouldn’t be calling 
him ‘‘mister’’ because I’m a little older than 
he is—[laughter]—but he’s a baby boomer 
just like me and a successful doctor. He said 
something very interesting to me. He said 
that he wanted to honor his country and 
honor his son by joining the military. I looked 
at the guy and said, yes, okay. [Laughter] I 
said, why don’t you? He said, ‘‘Well, some 
of the folks think I’m a little old.’’ [Laughter] 
I said, I don’t—with him being a younger 
fella. [Laughter] So I helped him. And in 
Laura’s box at the State of the Union sat 
Lieutenant Commander Bill Krissoff, serving 
the United States of America. 

Ours is a fabulous country. We are a dedi-
cated, compassionate people, aiming to lay 
the foundation of peace for generations to 
come. I told you early, some see the world 
and tremble. I see the world and see oppor-
tunities. And the great opportunity before us 
is to lay the foundation of peace, and that 
is exactly what we’re doing. God bless. 

Thank you all. Okay, I got a little bit of 
business to do. If you don’t mind sitting down 
for just a second, I am now going to sign 
this 15-day extension to give Members of the 
House and the Senate time to get this bill 
to my desk for the sake of our security. And 
thank you for witnessing this. 

[At this point, the President signed the bill.] 

Thank you all very much. God bless. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. at the 
Emerald at Queensridge. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to Ranson W. Webster, chairman of the 
board of directors, and Sharon J. Rossie, presi-
dent, Nevada Policy Research Institute; Gov. Jim 
Gibbons of Nevada; former Prime Minister Tony 
Blair of the United Kingdom; and Gen. David H. 
Petraeus, USA, commanding general, Multi-Na-
tional Force—Iraq. He also referred to Executive 
Order 13457 and H.R. 5104, which was assigned 
Public Law No. 110–182. 

Remarks on Signing the American 
Heart Month Proclamation in Kansas 
City, Missouri 

February 1, 2008 

The President. Joyce, thank you for join-
ing me. 

Joyce Cullen. Thank you. 
The President. Joyce is here to join me 

as I sign a proclamation declaring February 
American Heart Month. 

Part of the reason she is here is because 
she understands what Laura understands and 
what a lot of Americans are coming to under-
stand, is that heart disease is the number- 
one killer of both women and men—— 

Ms. Cullen. Yes. 
The President. ——and that through 

awareness of this disease, people are more 
likely to be able to recognize symptoms and 
deal with it. 

And so there’s what we call the Heart 
Truth Campaign, the Red Dress Campaign. 
And Laura is very much involved with that. 
She’s in New York today at a fashion show 
heralding the Heart Truth Campaign. Joyce 
is with me because when Laura was here last 
in Kansas City, she went to St. Luke’s Hos-
pital and talked about the importance for 
people to recognize the symptoms of heart 
disease. Joyce had such symptoms, went to 
the hospital, and prevented a serious heart 
disease and heart attack and sits here with 
the President. 

Ms. Cullen. How about that. 
The President. But more importantly, 

she’s very much a part of the Heart Truth 
Campaign here in Kansas City. 

Ms. Cullen. Yes. 
The President. And she’s helping people 

understand two things: one, to be able to rec-
ognize the symptoms, and secondly, be able 
to prevent the symptoms from happening in 
the first place. 

Now, people need to have screenings and 
checkups; people need to live healthy lives, 
through exercise and no tobacco. In other 
words, the decisions we make will affect 
whether or not our hearts remain strong. 

And so I want to thank you for being a 
strong leader in the campaign for awareness. 
And so it’s my honor, Joyce, to join you in— 
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as you watch me sign this proclamation de-
claring February American Heart Month. 

[At this point, the President signed the proc-
lamation.] 

Thank you. You bet. Thank you for being 
here. Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:28 a.m. at the 
InterContinental Kansas City Hotel. 

Proclamation 8220—American Heart 
Month, 2008 
February 1, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Heart disease is the number one killer of 

both men and women in the United States. 
As we observe American Heart Month, we 
renew our commitment to raising awareness 
of the serious impact of cardiovascular dis-
ease, and we encourage all citizens to take 
steps to help prevent it. 

By exercising regularly, avoiding tobacco, 
limiting consumption of alcohol, following a 
nutritious diet, and monitoring high blood 
cholesterol and high blood pressure, we all 
can work to decrease the chances of devel-
oping cardiovascular disease. I urge all Amer-
icans to take advantage of regular screenings 
and consult their doctors about how to re-
duce their personal risk for heart disease. 

In 2002, the National Heart, Lung, and 
Blood Institute, coordinating with other Fed-
eral agencies and national organizations, es-
tablished the national campaign ‘‘The Heart 
Truth’’ to raise awareness among women of 
the dangers of cardiovascular disease. Today, 
more Americans are aware that it is the lead-
ing cause of death. The National Ambassador 
of ‘‘The Heart Truth’’ campaign, First Lady 
Laura Bush, continues to lead the Federal 
Government’s efforts to send the urgent 
message to women about their risk for heart 
disease. Through this campaign, millions of 
women across the country have come to rec-
ognize the red dress as an important re-
minder to make healthy choices for their 
heart and encourage others to do the same. 

During American Heart Month, we ex-
press our gratitude to the dedicated medical 
professionals, researchers, and others whose 
tireless efforts help save lives and make a dif-
ference for countless Americans. As we work 
together to fight this deadly disease, we rec-
ognize that every person can take action to 
reduce his or her risk for heart disease and 
make the decision to live a healthier life. 

In acknowledgement of the importance of 
the ongoing fight against cardiovascular dis-
ease, the Congress, by Joint Resolution ap-
proved December 30, 1963, as amended (77 
Stat. 843; 36 U.S.C. 101), has requested that 
the President issue an annual proclamation 
designating February as ‘‘American Heart 
Month.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim February 2008 as Amer-
ican Heart Month, and I invite all Americans 
to participate in National Wear Red Day on 
February 1, 2008. I also invite the Governors 
of the States, the Commonwealth of Puerto 
Rico, officials of other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States, and the 
American people to join me in recognizing 
and reaffirming our commitment to fighting 
cardiovascular disease. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this first day of February, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:21 a.m., February 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on February 5. 

Remarks at Hallmark Cards, Inc., in 
Kansas City 
February 1, 2008 

Thank you all. Thank you for letting me 
come by to say hello. A couple of observa-
tions: One, you work for a fabulous company 
of caring people. I appreciate, Don, your hos-
pitality. I am still trying to recover from the 
kindergarten experience. [Laughter] I mean, 
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you talk about sapping a person’s energy. 
[Laughter] But it was a fabulous experience. 

I got to see Hallmark cards being made, 
and the fella kindly made me one that said, 
‘‘For your daughters.’’ It was sweet, but it 
just didn’t have any warning in there about 
how to conduct myself for the upcoming 
wedding. [Laughter] 

I’m here in Kansas City for a couple of 
reasons. One, I do want to spend a little time 
on the economy. I had breakfast this morning 
with entrepreneurs, small-business owners. I 
want to find out what’s on their mind. I will 
tell you that there’s a sense of optimism, I 
was pleased to hear. People are confident 
about the future—at least, these 
businessowners were—and they should be. 
Interest rates are low; inflation is low; pro-
ductivity is high. But there are certainly some 
troubling signs. There’s serious signs that the 
economy is weakening and that we got to do 
something about it. 

Today we got such a sign when after 52 
consecutive months of job creation, we lost 
17,000 jobs. The unemployment rate went 
down, but nevertheless, a serious matter is, 
is that for the first time in 52 months that 
we didn’t create jobs. 

And so the question is, what do we do 
about it? Does Government have a responsi-
bility, and if so, what is it? I do think Govern-
ment has a responsibility. I think Govern-
ment can take decisive action to help us deal 
with this period of uncertainty. 

One such action is to help people stay in 
their homes. We got—some of our citizens 
purchased mortgages that they can’t afford 
now. Hopefully the reason—hopefully they 
didn’t get deceived, and if they did, the Gov-
ernment has a responsibility to take care of 
that. In other words, we don’t want people 
buying a mortgage and the person who sold 
them the mortgage didn’t fully disclose the 
reset inherent in a subprime note. 

But we can help people stay in their homes 
by connecting the borrower with the mort-
gage industry. Now, what makes it difficult 
in this day and age is that when I bought 
a home, I sat down with the savings and loan 
officer. And had I gotten in a financial bind, 
I would have gone back to that same officer 
and said, you own my note; help me refi-
nance so I can stay in my home. Today, that 

financial institution probably doesn’t own the 
note anymore; somebody else owns the note. 
And therefore, we’re trying to make sure we 
connect the borrower with somebody in the 
mortgage industry that will help them refi-
nance. 

And that’s why we started what’s called the 
HOPE NOW Alliance. Secretary Paulson 
and Secretary Jackson are bringing people to-
gether from the private sector, and they cou-
ple that with an information campaign, so 
that people who have a subprime loan know 
how to refinance and can find somebody to 
help them refinance. And it’s been a com-
plicated matter, but nevertheless, we’re very 
much engaged in helping people sort 
through what is definitely a difficult period 
in their life. 

The Government can help. The Federal 
Housing Administration has got the capacity 
to help refinance homes, and they need to 
expand the authority of the FHA to do it. 
And Congress needs to get that bill passed. 
I mean, this will be a positive step toward 
helping people stay in homes. And that’s 
what we want to do. See, you notice I’m not 
saying, we’re going to bail out the lenders. 
We’re going to help the individual person be 
able to keep their home. It’s in the interest 
of the country we do that. 

Secondly, there’s bonding authorities, tax- 
exempt bonding authorities that are now 
used to help people buy new homes. States 
and local governments ought to be able to 
use that money to help people stay in the 
home they have. And that will be helpful as 
well. And so here are some constructive 
measures that we can take. There’s a cycli-
cality when it comes to the housing inter-
ests—housing industry. But in the meantime, 
or during this down cycle, we want to help 
individual Americans. 

Secondly, a concern is whether or not our 
consumers will lose confidence in our econ-
omy. You don’t want that to happen at Hall-
mark. You want the consumers to still buy 
your product on a regular basis. And one way 
to address that issue is to have a temporary, 
robust tax rebate. And that’s what we’re 
working on in Congress. You hear this discus-
sion of a stimulus package. Well, a key com-
ponent of that package is to give you some 
of your money back so you can spend it. 
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And the House of Representatives passed 
a good package. The administration worked 
with the House—it may surprise you that Re-
publicans and Democrats can actually get 
something done in a constructive fashion, but 
it happened in this case, for the good of the 
country. And now the Senate is debating the 
bill, and it’s very important for the Senate 
to finish their work quickly cause the sooner 
we can get money into our consumers’ hands, 
the more likely it is, is that this economy will 
get back—recover from this period of uncer-
tainty. 

The fundamentals are strong. We’re just 
in a rough patch, as witnessed by the employ-
ment figures today. And I’m confident we 
can get through this rough patch. And one 
way to do it is to—for Congress and the ad-
ministration to work collaboratively and get 
this deal done. 

Now, a key component, as well, of a 
growth package is to encourage businesses 
to invest. And why would you do that? Well, 
if Hallmark buys a new piece of equipment, 
somebody has to make that equipment. In 
other words, job creation happens when peo-
ple make investments. And if you, therefore, 
stimulate businesses, both large and small, 
to make investments this year, as quickly as 
possible, it means somebody is more likely 
to keep work and the economy will continue 
to be strong. 

So the two key components of this package 
are, one, enhance consumerism by giving 
consumers money—it’s not like a great gift; 
after all, it’s your own money; we’re just giv-
ing it back to you—and encouraging busi-
nesses to invest. I believe we can get this 
package done. I know it has to be done quick-
ly. I appreciate the fact that the Senate is 
trying to work through this as quickly as pos-
sible. I’m just urging them to get it done, 
because the sooner this package makes it to 
my desk, that actually focuses on ways to 
stimulate growth, the better off our economy 
is going to be. 

Finally, we need to be thinking about how 
to effect economic growth in the long term. 
In other words, we’ll deal with the short-term 
issue, but as we do so, we also need to be 
wise about the policy so that we can continue 
this period of growth that we’ve had. 

A couple points I want to make to you on 
that. One is it’s important for Hallmark to 
be able to sell your cards overseas. I mean, 
the more people that are exposed to the Hall-
mark product, the more likely it is that they’ll 
buy. You just want a chance to compete. And 
so trade is an important aspect of—to making 
sure our economy remains strong. There are 
some folks who worry about trade. They want 
to protect America from products from over-
seas. I am concerned about protectionism, 
and so should you, because if we end up hav-
ing trade wars, it’s going to be less likely Hall-
mark products will be sold overseas. 

My attitude is, just give us a chance; let’s 
level the playing field. We can compete with 
anybody, anytime. We’ve got to have con-
fidence in our capacity to compete in the 
world. And trade is an important aspect for 
keeping economic vitality alive. 

Education is important. You’ve got some 
awfully smart people working here, but they 
need to be—the future of Hallmark depends 
upon having an educated workforce. And 
that’s the way it is in most U.S. companies. 

And so I’m very much focused on making 
sure our education system gets it right in the 
beginning—‘‘right in the beginning’’ means 
teaching kids to read and write and add and 
subtract. I cannot stand a system that refuses 
to measure. I think it’s an appropriate ques-
tion to ask, can a child read, and if not, what 
do you intend to do about it? 

Accountability is an integral part of making 
sure this system doesn’t leave people behind. 
I am passionate on the subject of measuring 
because I used to be a Governor of a State, 
and I knew who got shuffled through the 
schools: inner-city kids; ‘‘These are people 
too hard to educate; let’s just move them 
through’’; or parents who—kids whose par-
ents don’t speak English as a first language. 
It’s unacceptable to America not to insist that 
every child gets a good education. And so 
I’m going to work with Congress on this No 
Child Left Behind law, which is a very impor-
tant part of making sure the workforce of 
the future is educated and ready to compete 
in a global economy. 

Finally, taxes—there is a—you know, I’m 
sure you’ve heard that, well, we need more 
money in Washington; therefore, we’re going 
to raise your taxes. Of course it’s disguised 
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by saying, we’re only going to tax rich people, 
but that’s not the way it works. Rich people 
tend to hire lawyers and accountants, and you 
get stuck with the bill. We don’t need more 
money. We need to prioritize your money. 
We need to be wise about how we spend 
your money. 

Raising taxes in a time of economic uncer-
tainty would be bad for the economy, and 
it would be bad for our people. I believe we 
ought to trust Americans to spend their 
money. I mean, the truth of the matter is, 
you can spend it more wisely than the Gov-
ernment can. And so in my State of the 
Union the other day, I called upon Congress 
to make the tax cuts permanent. I want to 
deal with this aspect of uncertainty. See, if 
you think your tax bill is fixing to go up— 
which it is, unless Congress acts; it will be 
going up in a couple of years—it could 
change your behavior. It could cause people 
to pull back and not be confident about the 
future. 

And I also called on them to stop this busi-
ness about putting special projects in legisla-
tion without being voted on. That doesn’t 
make any sense. I mean, our process is one 
where there should be transparency and— 
like, if a project is important enough for a 
Member of Congress to slip into what’s 
called a conference report, that project ought 
to be important enough for there to be a full 
vote—Members of Congress get to look at 
it and see if it makes any sense. 

So I’ve got an agenda for Congress. I’m 
looking forward to working with them on 
how to stimulate the economy in the short 
term, but make sure we remain a strong 
economy in the long term. And I’m looking 
forward to working with them. I like the spir-
it I found up in the Halls of Congress. 
There’s still a little politics in Washington, 
DC, but that’s not to say we can’t work for 
the common good. 

And I appreciate you all giving me a 
chance to come by and visit with you. I hope 
you can tell I’m optimistic about the future 
of the country, realistic about the issues we 
face, and have—got a plan to deal with them. 
God bless you. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:47 a.m. In his 
remarks, he referred to Donald J. Hall, Jr., presi-

dent and chief executive officer, Hallmark Cards, 
Inc. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

January 26 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the evening, at the Capital Hilton 

Hotel, the President and Mrs. Bush attended 
the Alfalfa Club dinner. 

January 27 
In the afternoon, the President partici-

pated in a speech preparation session for his 
January 28 State of the Union Address. 

January 28 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Family The-
ater, he participated in a speech preparation 
session for his State of the Union Address. 
Then in the Oval Office, he participated in 
an interview with Ann Compton of ABC 
News Radio. 

In the afternoon, in the Second Floor 
Family Dining Room, the President had a 
background lunch with television cor-
respondents. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome Prime Minister 
Mirek Topolanek of the Czech Republic to 
the White House on February 27. 

January 29 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Balti-
more, MD, where he met with Jericho Pro-
gram graduates. 

In the afternoon, the President returned 
to Washington, DC. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Robert J. Callahan to be Ambas-
sador to Nicaragua. 
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The President announced his intention to 
nominate Heather M. Hodges to be Ambas-
sador to Ecuador. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Barbara J. Stephenson to be Am-
bassador to Panama. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate William E. Todd to be Ambassador 
to Brunei. 

January 30 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he traveled to Tor-
rance, CA. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Los Angeles, CA, where, upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteers Marni 
and Berni Barta. Later, at a private resi-
dence, he attended a Republican National 
Committee luncheon. 

Later in the afternoon, the President trav-
eled to San Francisco, CA, where, upon ar-
rival at San Francisco International Airport, 
he met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Richard Berwick. He then met with Amador 
Valley High School student Kevin Laue and 
his parents, Jodi and Jim Jarnagin. Later, he 
traveled to Hillsborough, CA, where, at a pri-
vate residence, he attended a Republican Na-
tional Committee dinner. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister Ste-
phen Harper of Canada to discuss Afghani-
stan. 

In the evening, the President returned to 
San Francisco International Airport, where 
he met with the family of a marine killed 
in Iraq. He then traveled to Las Vegas, NV. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Indiana and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe storms and flooding be-
ginning on January 7 and continuing. 

The President announced that he has 
asked Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices Michael O. Leavitt to serve as his per-
sonal representative at the funeral of Gordon 
B. Hinckley on February 2, 2008, in Salt 
Lake City, UT. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Marianne M. Myles to be Ambas-
sador to Cape Verde. 

The President announced that he has 
nominated Elisebeth C. Cook to be Assistant 
Attorney General (Legal Policy). 

January 31 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, at a private residence, 
he attended a Nevada Victory luncheon. 

In the afternoon, the President traveled to 
Denver, CO, where, upon arrival, he met 
with USA Freedom Corps volunteer Cherie 
Yager. He then met with Jeanne Assam, a 
security guard who stopped the December 
9, 2007, fatal shooting at New Life Church 
in Colorado Springs, CO. Later, he traveled 
to Cherry Hills Village, CO, where, at a pri-
vate residence, he attended a Colorado Vic-
tory and Bob Schaffer for Senate reception. 

In the evening, the President traveled to 
Kansas City, MO, where, upon arrival, he 
met with USA Freedom Corps volunteer 
Samuel Turner, Sr. 

The White House announced that the 
President will host the North American 
Leaders’ Summit on April 21–22 in New Or-
leans, LA. 

February 1 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Then, at Eggtc. restaurant, 
he had breakfast with local business leaders. 
Later, he traveled to Parkville, MO. 

In the afternoon, at a private residence, 
the President attended a Missouri Victory 
and Sam Graves for Congress reception. 
Later, he traveled to Camp David, MD. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Amadou 
Toumani Toure of Mali to the White House 
on February 8. 

The President declared a major disaster in 
Kansas and ordered Federal aid to supple-
ment State and local recovery efforts in the 
area struck by severe winter storms from De-
cember 6–19. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 
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The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted January 30 

Robert J. Callahan, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Nicaragua. 

Elisebeth C. Cook, 
of Virginia, to be an Assistant Attorney Gen-
eral, vice Rachel Brand. 

Heather M. Hodges, 
of Ohio, a career member of the Senior For-
eign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, to 
be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Ecuador. 

Barbara J. Stephenson, 
of Florida, a career member of the Senior 
Foreign Service, class of Minister-Counselor, 
to be Ambassador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of America 
to the Republic of Panama. 

William Edward Todd, 
of Virginia, a career member of the Senior 
Executive Service, to be Ambassador Ex-
traordinary and Plenipotentiary of the United 
States of America to Brunei Darussalam. 

Withdrawn January 30 

Dennis W. Carlton, 
of Illinois, to be a member of the Council 
of Economic Advisers, vice Katherine 
Baicker, resigned, which was sent to the Sen-
ate on August 2, 2007. 

Andrew J. McKenna, Jr., 
of Illinois, to be a member of the National 
Security Education Board for a term of 4 
years, vice Robert N. Shamansky, term ex-
pired, which was sent to the Senate on Janu-
ary 9, 2007. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released January 28 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Transcript of a press briefing by Counselor 
to the President Edward W. Gillespie on the 
President’s State of the Union Address 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit of 
Prime Minister Mirek Topolanek of the 
Czech Republic 

Fact sheet: President Bush Takes Action To 
Prevent Wasteful Earmarks 

Excerpts: State of the Union Address 

Text: Guest List for the First Lady’s Box at 
the 2008 State of the Union 

Text: Memorandum of Justification for Waiv-
er of Section 1083 of the National Defense 
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2008 With 
Respect to Iraq 

Released January 29 

Fact sheet: President Bush Takes Unprece-
dented Steps To Advance Earmark Reform 

Fact sheet: The Faith-Based and Community 
Initiative: A Quiet Revolution in the Way 
Government Addresses Human Need 

Released January 30 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the arrest of Riad Seif of Syria 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
the President’s telephone conversation with 
Prime Minister Stephen Harper of Canada 
on Afghanistan 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Indiana 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 20:12 Feb 04, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00035 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P04FET4.001 P04FET4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

64
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

T



148 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Released January 31 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
North American Leaders’ Summit, April 21– 
22, 2008 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed H.R. 
5104 

Released February 1 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto 

Statement by the Press Secretary: Visit by 
President Amadou Toumani Toure of the 
Republic of Mali 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary on 
disaster assistance to Kansas 

Fact sheet: Addressing Uncertainties To 
Help Keep Our Economy Growing 

Transcript: Radio Address by the First Lady 
to the Nation 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved January 28 

H.R. 4986 / Public Law 110–181 
National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-
cal Year 2008 

Approved January 31 

H.R. 5104 / Public Law 110–182 

To extend the Protect America Act of 2007 
for 15 days 
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