
188 Feb. 13 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

1702(b)(2)) by, to, or for the benefit of, per-
sons whose property and interests in property 
are blocked pursuant to section 1 of this 
order would seriously impair my ability to 
deal with the national emergency declared 
in Executive Order 13338 and relied upon 
for additional steps taken in Executive Order 
13399 of April 25, 2006, and I hereby pro-
hibit such donations as provided by section 
1 of this order. 

Sec. 6. For those persons whose property 
and interests in property are blocked pursu-
ant to section 1 of this order who might have 
a constitutional presence in the United 
States, I find that, because of the ability to 
transfer funds or other assets instanta-
neously, prior notice to such persons of 
measures to be taken pursuant to this order 
would render these measures ineffectual. I 
therefore determine that for these measures 
to be effective in addressing the national 
emergency declared in Executive Order 
13338 and relied upon for additional steps 
taken in Executive Order 13399, there need 
be no prior notice of a determination made 
pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 7. The Secretary of the Treasury, 
after consultation with the Secretary of State, 
is hereby authorized to take such actions, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by IEEPA as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of this order. The 
Secretary of the Treasury may redelegate any 
of these functions to other officers and agen-
cies of the United States Government, con-
sistent with applicable law. All executive 
agencies of the United States Government 
are hereby directed to take all appropriate 
measures within their authority to carry out 
the provisions of this order and, where ap-
propriate, to advise the Secretary of the 
Treasury in a timely manner of the measures 
taken. 

Sec. 8. Nothing in this order is intended 
to affect the continued effectiveness of any 
rules, regulations, orders, licenses, or other 
forms of administrative action issued, taken, 
or continued in effect heretofore or hereafter 
under 31 C.F.R. chapter V, except as ex-
pressly terminated, modified, or suspended 
by or pursuant to this order. 

Sec. 9. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity by any party against the United 
States, its departments, agencies, instrumen-
talities, or entities, its officers or employees, 
or any other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 13, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:37 a.m., February 14, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on February 15. 

Message to the Congress 
Transmitting an Executive Order 
Blocking Property of Additional 
Persons in Connection With the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Syria 

February 13, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Pursuant to the International Emergency 

Economic Powers Act, as amended (50 
U.S.C. 1701 et seq.)(IEEPA), I hereby report 
that I have issued an Executive Order taking 
additional steps with respect to the Govern-
ment of Syria’s continued engagement in cer-
tain conduct that formed the basis for the 
national emergency declared in Executive 
Order 13338 of May 11, 2004, including but 
not limited to its efforts to undermine the 
stabilization and reconstruction of Iraq. 

This order will block the property and in-
terests in property of persons determined by 
the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to be respon-
sible for, to have engaged in, to have facili-
tated, or to have secured improper advantage 
as a result of, public corruption by senior offi-
cials within the Government of Syria. The 
order also revises a provision in Executive 
Order 13338 to block the property and inter-
ests in property of persons determined by 
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the Secretary of the Treasury, after consulta-
tion with the Secretary of State, to be respon-
sible for or otherwise significantly contrib-
uting to actions or decisions of the Govern-
ment of Syria that have the purpose or effect 
of undermining efforts to stabilize Iraq or of 
allowing the use of Syrian territory or facili-
ties to undermine efforts to stabilize Iraq. 

I delegated to the Secretary of the Treas-
ury the authority to take such actions, after 
consultation with the Secretary of State, in-
cluding the promulgation of rules and regula-
tions, and to employ all powers granted to 
the President by IEEPA as may be necessary 
to carry out the purposes of my order. 

I wish to emphasize, as well, my ongoing 
concern over the destabilizing role Syria con-
tinues to play in Lebanon, including its ef-
forts to obstruct, through intimidation and 
violence, Lebanon’s democratic processes. 

I am enclosing a copy of the Executive 
Order I have issued. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
February 13, 2008. 

Memorandum on Implementation of 
Sections 603 and 604 of the Foreign 
Relations Authorization Act, Fiscal 
Year 2003 (Public Law 107–228) 
February 13, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–12 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 
Subject: Implementation of Sections 603 and 
604 of the Foreign Relations Authorization 
Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 107–228) 

Consistent with the authority contained in 
section 604 of the Foreign Relations Author-
ization Act, Fiscal Year 2003 (Public Law 
107–228)(the ‘‘Act’’), and with reference to 
the determinations set out in the report to 
be transmitted to the Congress pursuant to 
section 603 of that Act regarding noncompli-
ance by the Palestine Liberation Organiza-
tion and the Palestinian Authority with cer-
tain commitments, I hereby impose the sanc-
tion set out in section 604(a)(2), ‘‘Downgrade 
in Status of the PLO Office in the United 
States.’’ This sanction is imposed for a period 

of 180 days from the date hereof or until 
such time as the next report required by sec-
tion 603 of the Act is transmitted to the Con-
gress, whichever is later. You are authorized 
and directed to transmit to the appropriate 
congressional committees the report de-
scribed in section 603 of the Act. 

Furthermore, I hereby determine that it 
is in the national security interest of the 
United States to waive that sanction, pursu-
ant to section 604(c) of the Act. This waiver 
shall be effective for a period of 180 days 
from the date hereof or until such time as 
the next report required by section 603 of 
the Act is transmitted to the Congress, 
whichever is later. 

You are hereby authorized and directed to 
transmit this determination to the Congress 
and to publish it in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Remarks on African Development 
and Upcoming Visit to Africa 
February 14, 2008 

I’ve been looking forward to coming to the 
museum, and there’s an added benefit, and 
that is, I get to be introduced by my wife 
on Valentine’s Day. [Laughter] Happy Valen-
tine’s. 

This morning Laura and I join all Ameri-
cans in honoring the life of Congressman 
Tom Lantos. In his remarkable 80 years, 
Tom Lantos survived the Nazi camps of 
Hungary to reach the Halls of Congress. As 
a Representative from California, he was a 
fearless defender of democracy, a powerful 
advocate of human rights, and a strong sup-
porter of the fight against HIV/AIDS. Our 
prayers are with Annette and the Lantos fam-
ily. We thank God for his service. 

Five years ago, Laura and I made our first 
visit to Africa. Since then, as she mentioned, 
she’s taken three more trips. And every time, 
she came back with fascinating stories, some 
of which she just shared with you. And to-
morrow, as she mentioned, we’re going back, 
and I’m really looking forward to it. 

We’re going to Benin, Tanzania, Rwanda, 
Ghana, and Liberia. Each of these countries 
is blessed with natural beauty, vibrant cul-
ture, and an unmistakable spirit of energy 
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