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I can tell you—this is what I can say to wel-
come you, is to thank you.

President Bush. Thank you, sir.

President Kikwete. Thank you so much
for the initiative. It has done so much for
our people. It has given a future—as I was
saying this morning, many children now have
been saved from being orphans, and the ex-
ample is that man and this girl here. So thank
you so much, Mr. President.

President Bush. Well, Mr. President,
thanks for having us. I really appreciate you
suggesting a stop here at the Amana Hospital
District. The American people have built two
of the wings of this hospital, and I wanted
to come here precisely to let the American
people know how important their generosity
is to the—to helping save lives.

And doc, T thank you for setting up this
meeting. We're so honored to be with the
doctors and the healers as well as those who
have been helped by the program. One of
the main reasons that I want to make sure
the American people know that this program
is successful is because I want this program
to continue to be funded. It’s in our national
interests that the American generosity con-
tinue beyond my Presidency.

And so, Mr. President, one way to send
a clear message to the good people of our
country is that their generosity is saving lives.
And we really appreciate those whose lives
have been saved to come and share their sto-
ries. And Tatu, it's good to see you again.
She was at the State of the Union Address,
she and Faith, sitting with Laura and our two
daughters. And your smile is bright today as
it was then. [Laughter] So it’s good to see
you. And doctor, thank you.

President Kikwete. She has hope. Now
she has hope for the future.

President Bush. She has hope and Faith.
[Laughter]

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:35 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Chalamilla E. Guerino,
field director of HIV and AIDS care and treat-
ment, Amana District Hospital; and Tatu Msangi,
registered nurse, Kilimanjaro Christian Medical
Center, and her daughter, Faith Mang’ehe. Presi-
dent Kikwete referred to his wife, Salma Kikwete
of Tanzania.
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Remarks at a State Dinner Hosted by
President Jakaya Mrisho Kikwete of
Tanzania in Dar es Salaam

February 17, 2008

President Bush. Mr. President, thank you
very much, sir, for your gracious and warm
hospitality. Madam, thank you very much.
Mr. President, thank you for coming back
from Germany today. Laura and I are
touched. This has been a spectacular trip. It's
not over, because tomorrow we'’re going to
tour more ofyour country.

President Kikwete. You'll be

President Bush. I'll be—[laughter]. But
I must say that our trip here has exceeded
my expectations. I knew you were an accom-
plished Government. After all, you've dra-
matically reduced malaria; you're in the proc-
ess of dramatically reducing HIV/AIDS. My
country has awarded you the largest Millen-
nium Challenge grant ever in the history of
our Nation, all because your Government is
committed to honest, decent government for
the people.

I have been extremely touched, as has
Laura, by the outpouring of support by the
great people of Tanzania. And so, Mr. Presi-
dent, I too would like to propose a toast: To
you and your family, to the people of Tan-
zania, and to our friendship, may it be long-
lasting.

NoTE: The President spoke at 6:58 p.m. at the
State House. In his remarks, he referred to Salma
Kikwete, wife of President Kikwete. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary
also included the remarks of President Kikwete.
A tape was not available for the verification of
the content of these remarks.

Remarks Following a Tour of Meru
District Hospital in Arusha, Tanzania
February 18, 2008

Habari zenu. We have just toured the hos-
pital here, which is on the forefront of Tanza-
nia’s fight against malaria. I want to thank
you, doc, for leading the tour, and thank you
for your compassion. I appreciate the com-
missioner welcoming us to the district. I also
want to thank Minister Mwakyusa for joining
us here in Arusha. I'm grateful for the mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps who've joined
us.
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During the visit at this hospital, we met
pregnant women who will receive insecti-
cide-treated bed nets. We witnessed a pedi-
atric ward and observed children being diag-
nosed and treated. We saw how an historic
partnership is saving lives across the con-
tinent of Africa.

For years, malaria has been a health crisis
in sub-Saharan Africa. The disease keeps sick
workers home, schoolyards quiet, and com-
munities in mourning. The suffering caused
by malaria is needless, and every death
caused by malaria is unacceptable. It is unac-
ceptable to people here in Africa, who see
their families devastated and their economies
crippled. It is unacceptable to people in the
United States, who believe every human life
has value and that the power to save lives
comes with the moral obligation to use it.

In 2005, I announced that the United
States would work to save lives through our
malaria initiative. Under this 5-year, $1.2 bil-
lion program, we’re working with 15 African
countries to cut malaria-related deaths by
half.

Our strategy to achieve this goal is straight-
forward. First, the initiative supports indoor
residual spraying to keep deadly mosquitoes
at bay. Here in Tanzania, spraying campaigns
have reached hundreds of thousands of
homes and have protected more than a mil-
lion people.

Second, the initiative supports treatment
for those who are most vulnerable to malaria,
especially pregnant women. Here in Tan-
zania, more than 2,400 health workers have
been trained to provide specialized treatment
that prevents malaria in expectant mothers.

Third, the initiative provides life-saving
drugs. Here in Tanzania, the program has
supported more than 1 million courses of
treatment and has trained more than 5,000
health workers in how to use them.

Fourth, the initiative supports the distribu-
tion of insecticide-treated bed nets, and
Laura and I are about to distribute some of
those bed nets. This is one of the simplest
technologies imaginable, but it’s also one of
the most effective. Here in Tanzania, we're
working with the Government and partners
such as the Global Fund to provide bed net
vouchers for infants and pregnant mothers.
Women can use these vouchers to buy bed
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nets at local shops at a huge discount. So
far, an estimated 5 million vouchers have
been distributed through these programs.

Today I'm pleased to announce new steps
in the bed net campaign. Within the next
6 months, the United States and Tanzania,
in partnership with the World Bank and the
Global Fund, will begin distributing 5.2 mil-
lion free bed nets. This ambitious nationwide
program will provide enough nets to protect
every child between the ages of 1 and 5 in
Tanzania.

The bed net campaign is supported by
Tanzanian manufacturers, including A to Z
Textiles, which we will visit later today. So
as this campaign protects women and chil-
dren from malaria, it also boasts—boosts
local economies. It helps develop a culture
of bed net use that will be sustained long
after relief programs have ended.

Over the past 2 years, we've applied our
strategy here in Tanzania, and we're seeing
results. In June 2006 at the district hospital
in Muleba, more than 50 people died be-
cause of malaria. In June 2007, after a spray-
ing campaign supported by our malaria initia-
tive, the number of deaths had dropped to
five. In Zanzibar, the percentage of infants
infected with malaria has dropped from
about 20 percent to less than 1 percent.

The campaign to fight malaria has the sup-
port of government and private citizens alike.
In the United States, schoolchildren have
raised money to send bed nets to Africa.
Houses of worship have sent their prayers
and their faithful, compassionate men and
women who travel here to confront the suf-
fering and heal the sick.

Tanzanian citizens are stepping forward.
In one area, residents launched a campaign
called “Kataa Malaria”; for those who don’t
speak Swahili, it means “Reject Malaria.”
[Laughter] As part of the campaign, workers
went door-to-door to teach people how to
use bed nets. They launched TV and radio
ads. They spoke in mosques about malaria
prevention and treatment. And their efforts
are working.

This is a campaign of compassion. This is
a practical way to help save lives. It’s in the
interests of the United States to save lives,
and it’s in the interests of the Tanzanian Gov-
ernment to put forth an effective strategy.
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Our interests are combined, and our interests
are now making a significant effort.

And so on behalf of the United States of
America, we say, God bless you. And to the
Tanzanian Government we say, thank you for
your efficient and hard work. And so it’s been
an honor to be with you. Asante.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:52 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Aziz Msuya, district med-
ical officer, Meru District Hospital; and Minister
of Health and Social Welfare David Homeli
Mwakyusa of Tanzania.

Letter to President Fatmir Sejdiu of
Kosovo Recognizing Kosovo as an
Independent and Sovereign State

February 18, 2008

His Excellency
Fatmir Sejdiu
President of Kosovo
Pristina

Dear Mr. President:

On behalf of the American people, I here-
by recognize Kosovo as an independent and
sovereign state. I congratulate you and
Kosovo’s citizens for having taken this impor-
tant step in your democratic and national de-
velopment.

On this historic occasion, I note the deep
and sincere bonds of friendship that unite
our people. This friendship, cemented dur-
ing Kosovo’s darkest hours of tragedy, has
grown stronger in the 9 years since war in
Kosovo ended. Kosovo has since worked to
rebuild its war-shattered society, establish
democratic institutions, hold successful elec-
tions for a new government, and foster pros-
perity. As an independent state, Kosovo now
assumes responsibility for its destiny. As in
the past, the United States will be your part-
ner and your friend.

In your request to establish diplomatic re-
lations with the United States, you expressed
Kosovo’s desire to attain the highest stand-
ards of democracy and freedom. I fully wel-
come this sentiment. In particular, I support
your embrace of multi-ethnicity as a prin-
ciple of good governance and your commit-
ment to developing accountable institutions
in which all citizens are equal under the law.
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I also note that, in its declaration of inde-
pendence, Kosovo has willingly assumed the
responsibilities assigned to it under the
Ahtisaari Plan. The United States welcomes
this unconditional commitment to carry out
these responsibilities and Kosovo’s willing-
ness to cooperate fully with the international
community during the period of international
supervision to which you have agreed. The
United States relies upon Kosovo’s assur-
ances that it considers itself legally bound to
comply with the provisions in Kosovo’s Dec-
laration of Independence. I am convinced
that full and prompt adoption of the meas-
ures proposed by U.N. Special Envoy
Ahtisaari will bring Kosovo closer to fulfilling
its Euro-Atlantic aspirations.

On the basis of these assurances from the
Government of Kosovo, I am pleased to ac-
cept your request that our two countries es-
tablish diplomatic relations. The United
States would welcome the establishment by
Kosovo of diplomatic representation in the
United States and plans to do likewise in
Kosovo.

As Kosovo opens a new chapter in its his-
tory as an independent state, I look forward
to the deepening and strengthening of our
special friendship.

Sincerely,
George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this letter.

Remarks on Kosovo and an Exchange
With Reporters in Dar es Salaam

February 19, 2008

The President. Good morning. Sunday,
the people of Kosovo declared their inde-
pendence. They have asked the United States
for diplomatic recognition, and yesterday the
United States formally recognized Kosovo as
a sovereign and independent nation.

In it's Declaration of Independence,
Kosovo committed itself to the highest stand-
ards of democracy, including freedom and
tolerance and justice for citizens of all ethnic
backgrounds. These are principles that honor
human dignity; they are values America looks
for in a friend. And soon we will establish
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