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We need to prevent tragedies like this 
from happening in the future. So I’m asking 
Congress to work with my administration to 
put an end to the illegal sale of highly addict-
ive prescription drugs on the Internet. By 
working together to meet this goal, we can 
ensure a safer future for our children. 

Government action is only one part of the 
solution to the problem of drug abuse. Oth-
ers in our society have an important role to 
play as well. People in the entertainment and 
sports industries serve as role models to mil-
lions of young Americans, and that comes 
with the responsibility to dispel the notion 
that drug abuse is glamorous and free of con-
sequences. Teachers, pastors, and parents 
also have an obligation to help young people 
develop the character and self-respect to re-
sist drugs. The Federal Government will con-
tinue to do its part to keep our young people 
safe, and I urge all Americans to do the same. 
Our children deserve nothing less. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
February 29 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 1. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on February 29 but was 
embargoed for release until the broadcast. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen of Denmark in Crawford, 
Texas 
March 1, 2008 

President Bush. Welcome. Thanks for 
coming. A couple opening statements, and 
we’ll answer two questions apiece. 

Mr. Prime Minister, we’re really thrilled 
you’re here. Laura and I love having you and 
Anne-Mette with us. Pretty good guests 
when you can have a meaningful mountain 
bike ride at sunset and then at sunrise, and 
the man not even break into a sweat. You’re 
in incredible condition, and I really have en-
joyed my time with you—my time when we 
talked and my time when we rode. I also 
appreciate the fact that you’re a good per-
sonal friend and a strong leader. 

I want to share with you some of the things 
we talked about. First of all, we talked about 
the war on terror and the ideological struggle 
of the 21st century. I appreciate your clear 
vision of the threats we all face—and the op-
portunities that, by working together, we can 
help young democracies survive and help 
people realize the blessings of free societies. 

I do want to thank you very much for the 
strong support of the NATO mission in Af-
ghanistan. I know brave Danish soldiers have 
lost their lives. Our deepest sympathies go 
for their—to their loved ones. It is painful 
when anybody loses a life in any time, but— 
much less in combat. But it’s very important 
for the people of Denmark, like it is for the 
people of the United States, to understand 
that, one, we’re denying extremist groups 
safe haven, the very same groups that at-
tacked and killed thousands of innocent peo-
ple. We’re helping young girls go to school. 
We’re helping infrastructure develop. We’re 
helping people find health care. We’re help-
ing a hopeful society begin to emerge. And 
we spent a lot of time talking about that. 

I also appreciate very much the Danish 
contributions to help the people of Iraq. I 
strongly believe on the policy of return on 
success. We’re returning some of our troops 
based upon success. That’s precisely what the 
Danish Government did, because they were 
successful in their mission. And I congratu-
late you, Mr. Prime Minister, for having a 
vision. 

I also was able to share with you my sense 
of what’s happening in Iraq. We’re watching 
a young democracy grow, much to the 
amazement a lot of critics, a lot of people 
who said, ‘‘Well, it’s impossible for this to 
happen in the rocky soils of Iraq.’’ And it’s 
happening today. And there’s still more work 
to be done. 

We’re looking forward to our summit in 
Bucharest. We talked about what we intend 
to do and how to work to have a comprehen-
sive, strategic plan available for Iraq—I 
mean, for Afghanistan, so our allies can take 
this plan home, can explain to the people why 
it’s important. We also talked about the need 
to make sure that there’s more civilian-mili-
tary cooperation, that tangible evidence of a 
free society begins to become more evident 
to people and to grassroots in Afghanistan. 
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We talked about the spirit of NATO’s open 
door policy. And we jointly welcome new na-
tions in the alliance, so long as they meet 
the standards for membership. 

We also talked about other global chal-
lenges. We talked about Iran, about how Iran 
must verifiably suspend its uranium enrich-
ment program and come clean about its nu-
clear intentions and past actions. I also want 
Iran to stop supporting terror. 

We also talked about Africa. I briefed the 
Prime Minister on our trip to Africa, talked 
about our mutual desire to help the folks suf-
fering in Darfur. We talked about what hap-
pened in Kenya, and we’re most grateful to 
the leaders there to help reconcile what 
could have been a very difficult situation. 

Finally, we talked about climate change— 
more than once. We talked about climate 
change as I showed him my ranch and about 
how we’re conservationists here in Crawford. 
And then we talked about the need for us 
to develop alternative technologies. And I 
really do welcome Denmark’s leadership for 
the 2009 U.N. climate change meeting. And 
I appreciate very much you taking the lead 
in this issue. 

And—look, it was a great visit. And I’m 
now looking forward to giving the man a 
hamburger—[laughter]—after answering a 
couple of questions. But, welcome, sir. 

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you 
very much, Mr. President. Let me first of 
all express my gratitude for your invitation 
to visit your ranch in Crawford. My wife and 
I are very pleased to be here. We have had 
a rewarding stay and a challenging stay, I 
must say. [Laughter] You made me work very 
hard out there on the terrific mountain bike 
trails on your wonderful ranch. And I can’t 
imagine a better place to spend time talking 
and enjoying time with good friends. And I 
can’t imagine a better symbol of the close 
and strong ties between the United States 
and Denmark. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Prime Minister Rasmussen. Mr. Presi-

dent, freedom, democracy, and human rights 
are the core values that unite us. Freedom 
and dignity of the individual are universal val-
ues. It is values that people living under op-
pression and brutal regimes strive for. We 
have an obligation to stand by these people 

in their struggle for liberty and democracy. 
This is our common challenge. And you, Mr. 
President, and the United States have, above 
anyone else, advanced this vision of liberty 
and democracy around the world. Allow me 
to pay tribute to you for this. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 
Prime Minister Rasmussen. And it is no 

easy task. There are obstacles and opponents. 
But I do share your vision. Freedom is uni-
versal. And in the struggle between democ-
racy and dictatorship, no one can be neutral. 
It is as simple as that. 

That is why we are in Afghanistan to fight 
the Taliban. That is why we removed the bru-
tal dictator in Iraq. That is why your leader-
ship in the Middle East is crucial. That is 
why we work for development and against 
extremism in Africa. That is why we have 
joined forces in the Balkans, stabilized and 
recognized Kosovo, and work for Balkan 
countries to be fully integrated in Europe. 

The United States and Europe are key 
partners in this endeavor. Through NATO 
and the European Union, we reach out to 
aspiring countries like Ukraine and Georgia. 
We support their efforts to reform and de-
velop links with Europe and across the Atlan-
tic. And we will send a strong signal of sup-
port from our upcoming NATO summit in 
Bucharest. 

Mr. President, as you mentioned, in 2009 
Denmark will host the Global Climate 
Change Conference in Copenhagen. And it 
will take place in the land of windmills. We 
need a comprehensive global agreement, and 
American leadership is needed to reach that 
goal. And American leadership is crucial in 
order to motivate major economies like India 
and China to contribute. 

Climate is a huge international challenge. 
Many countries are suffering from adverse 
weather conditions. We need to protect our 
globe. We need to reduce CO2 emissions 
through green technology. We need to re-
duce our dependency on fossil fuels, and we 
need to break our addiction to oil, not only 
to counter climate change but also to reduce 
our dependency on unstable and sometimes 
even undemocratic regimes. And I see the 
United States and Europe as key partners 
in the struggle to fight climate change and 
ensure energy security. 
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Mr. President, together we have handled 
the challenges of the past. Now let us to-
gether meet the challenges and threats of the 
future. We owe that to future generations. 

Thank you. 
President Bush. Thank you, sir. 
Deb [Deb Riechmann, Associated Press]. 

Iraq/Iran 
Q. Mr. President—— 
President Bush. Yes, Deb. 
Q. I’d like to ask you about Iraq. General 

Petraeus and Gates are talking about a pause 
in troop reductions once we get to the pre- 
surge levels in July. Will that be it, or is it 
possible that there will be additional 
drawdowns before you leave office? 

And also, does the Iraqi Government’s de-
cision to host Ahmadi-nejad in Baghdad un-
dermine your efforts to isolate Tehran? 

President Bush. To the latter, I—look, I 
mean, he’s a neighbor. And the message 
needs to be, quit sending in sophisticated 
equipment that’s killing our citizens, and that 
the message will be that we’re negotiating 
a long-term security agreement with the 
United States precisely because we want 
enough breathing space for our democracy 
to develop. 

My message is for him, stop exporting ter-
ror, and that the international community is 
serious about continuing to isolate Iran until 
they come clean about their nuclear weapons 
ambitions. And that’s why there will be action 
in the United Nations here early next week 
as we work collaboratively to continue to 
send a clear message. 

In terms of troop levels, there is going to 
be enormous speculation, again, about what 
decision I will make. I can only tell you, Deb, 
that it’s going to be based upon the rec-
ommendations of Secretary Gates, General 
Petraeus, the Joint Chiefs. My sole criterion 
is, whatever we do, it ought to be in the con-
text of success. 

If we fail in Iraq, the consequences for 
world peace will be enormous, the con-
sequences for the security of the United 
States will be enormous. And therefore, my 
question is, what does it take to succeed? 
And we’re not going to let politics drive my 
decision—again. If I worried about polls and 
focus groups, I wouldn’t have sent more 

troops in. I sent more troops in because the 
situation was unacceptable. And now we’re 
succeeding. And so therefore, Ryan Crock-
er—the Ambassador—and General Petraeus 
will be coming back, and they’ll report to the 
country, and they’ll report to me. And the 
decisions—you’ll see them evolve. 

Q. Can I ask just one followup? 
President Bush. Maybe. [Laughter] 

U.S. Troop Levels in Iraq/Iraqi 
Provincial Elections 

Q. Are you worried about reducing U.S. 
troop presence before the elections in Octo-
ber? 

President Bush. Deb, see, that’s what I 
said. I just—politics isn’t going to play into 
it. 

Q. You mean the Iraqi politics? 
President Bush. Oh, you mean the 

Iraqi—I thought you meant our—— 
Q. No, no. 
President Bush. I didn’t listen. 
Q. I’m sorry. [Laughter] 
President Bush. I apologize. 
Q. I believe there’s Provincial elections 

coming up in—— 
President Bush. There are. 
Q. Okay. Which—— 
President Bush. The 1st of October 

2008—that’s very observant. 
Q. Would you be worried about—— 
President Bush. And I was not being ob-

servant. And it must be because I’m just so 
relaxed on the ranch, I didn’t even bother 
to listen to your question. [Laughter] 

Q. Would you be concerned about doing 
it before then? 

President Bush. I think our generals 
ought to be concerned about making sure 
there’s enough of a presence so that the Pro-
vincial elections can be carried off in such 
a way that democracy advances. But that— 
I’ll wait and hear what they have to say. But, 
yes, I mean, that ought to be a factor in their 
recommendation to me. I apologize. 

Do you want to call on somebody? 
Prime Minister Rasmussen. Yup. 

Progress in Iraq 
Q. Thank you. Mr. President, Mr. Prime 

Minister, the war in Iraq—if we could stay 
on that subject for just a minute—I mean, 
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it’s been going on for almost 5 years. Is there 
anything you would have done differently, 
Mr. President, if you had known back then 
in 2003 what you know today? 

President Bush. That’s an interesting 
question. One thing I wouldn’t do differently 
is leave Saddam Hussein in power. It was 
the right decision then; it’s the right decision 
today; and it will be viewed as the right deci-
sion when history is finally written. 

You know, I—look, I mean, there’s going 
to be ample time to second-guess decisions, 
and I’ll let the historians do that. A war is 
constantly changing, and what appears to 
have been an easy decision today might have 
been a lot difficult when you take it—put 
it in historical context. And so my focus, sir, 
is moving forward and making sure this 
progress that we’re watching continues. 

And there’s been some ups and downs, ob-
viously. I mean, the great moments were, of 
course, the writing of a modern Constitution 
for the Middle East and votes for a President 
and a Parliament. And then 2006 came along, 
and an enemy was able to stir up unbeliev-
able sectarian hatred and violence. And so 
I had a choice to make, you know, accept 
it and allow for failure, or do something 
about it. And obviously, I chose the latter, 
which was—I wouldn’t call that exactly a 
popular decision. But if you follow popularity 
as your guide, then you sacrifice principle 
and vision. 

And so—look, this is a—this will be an im-
portant chapter of my Presidency, and they’ll 
be analyzing these decisions for a long time. 
And I just got to tell you, I’ve got great faith 
in the capacity of democracy to be trans-
formative, not only for the people of Iraq 
but for the region. And that’s why we’re dis-
cussing with the Iraqis a long-term security 
agreement, to have a—have the kind of effect 
that will enable people to be confident to 
make hard decisions when it comes to rec-
onciliation and political progress. 

But the historians, I’m sure, will find 
ample—well, there’s some short-term histo-
rians already trying to find some ample op-
portunity to figure out what went right or 
what went wrong, what we could have done 
differently. But there’s no such thing as accu-
rate short-term history, as far as I’m con-
cerned. There needs to be time for people 

to be able to see and put things in proper 
perspective. 

Michael [Michael Emanuel, FOX News]. 

Afghanistan 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. And thank 

you for bringing us to the great weather. 
The President. Yes, back to Texas, man. 

The guy cut his teeth in Texas. [Laughter] 
Q. Mr. President, you’ve had an oppor-

tunity to meet with multiple leaders this 
week to talk about the war in Afghanistan. 
As you head into the NATO summit next 
month, what do you anticipate, in terms of, 
do you think some of the allies may be able 
to contribute more in terms of trainers and 
Provincial Reconstruction Teams? 

And Mr. Prime Minister, we’ve heard the 
President and other U.S. officials praise Den-
mark’s contribution to Afghanistan. I’m won-
dering what you think can be done to encour-
age some other NATO allies to perhaps step 
up and contribute more. 

President Bush. As you know, my admin-
istration has made it abundantly clear, we ex-
pect people to carry their—to carry a heavy 
burden if they’re going to be in Iraq—Af-
ghanistan. In other words, Secretary Gates 
made—said, look, if we’re going to fight as 
an alliance, let’s fight as an alliance. 

Having said that, I understand there’s cer-
tain political constraints on certain countries. 
And so we ought to be—I am going to go 
to Bucharest with the notion that we’re 
thankful for the contributions being made 
and encourage people to contribute more. 
The United States is putting in 3,200 addi-
tional marines. We are trying to help Canada 
realize her goal of 1,000 additional fighters 
in the southern part of the country, as is 
Anders working toward that. 

You know, the key in Bucharest is for peo-
ple to—from around the world to under-
stand, one, how important the mission is to 
the successes that are being achieved. Re-
member last year about this time, it was, the 
Taliban was going on the offensive; the 
Taliban was going to be doing this; the 
Taliban was going to be doing that. Well, the 
Taliban had a bad year when it came to mili-
tary operations. And are they still dangerous? 
Yes, they’re dangerous. They’re still capable 
of convincing young kids to go in and blow 
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people up with suicide vests. That’s dan-
gerous. Are they overwhelming the Govern-
ment? No. Do they have a presence in the 
country? Yes. Do we have the capacity to go 
after them? Absolutely. Do we need more 
capacity? Yes, we do, and that’s the mission, 
and that’s what we’ll work on. 

The other thing, as Anders mentioned and 
I mentioned, was that this is an opportunity 
to keep an open door policy for NATO, pre-
suming that countries meet certain criterion 
and meet the obligations to which they 
signed up. 

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you 
very much. We have to make sure that our 
mission in Afghanistan will be a success. A 
lot is at stake for the Afghan people, for inter-
national security, and for NATO. Therefore, 
we need more troops in Afghanistan. This 
is the reason why Denmark decided to in-
crease our number of troops, equivalent to 
50 percent, last autumn. 

I feel confident that we can convince part-
ners to contribute with more troops than 
today. And I think the best way to encourage 
partners to contribute to a higher degree is 
to show the good example. Denmark is a 
small country, but per capita, Denmark is 
among the biggest contributors in Afghani-
stan. And we work together with the British 
in the southern Helmand Province, really a 
hot spot. And so I think the good example 
is a very important thing. 

And finally, I think we should be better 
to tell the positive stories about Afghanistan 
because, actually, there is a lot of progress— 
democracy, construction of infrastructure, 
roads, the health system is in a better condi-
tion, not least education. Girls and women 
have now access to the educational system. 
We should be better to tell this positive story, 
and thereby encourage the international 
community to step up its efforts. 

President Bush. Final question, Anders; 
I’m getting hungry. [Laughter] 

Prime Minister Rasmussen. Yes. We 
have a Danish gentleman over here. 

President Bush. Yes. 

2008 Presidential Election/Environment 
Q. Mr. Prime Minister, you talked about 

climate. Did these talks make you believe 
that a bridge can be made so that there will 

be an agreement at the U.N. climate summit 
in Copenhagen in 2009? 

And Mr. President, based on what we have 
heard the two Democratic leading con-
tenders for your job state about foreign pol-
icy, what parts of your foreign policy do you 
see threatened by—— 

President Bush. Yes. You know, that’s a 
very clever attempt—I’m going to let him an-
swer the climate change thing—but it’s a very 
clever attempt by you to drag me into the 
middle of the 2008 campaign, similar to what 
these two fine folks—three fine folks have 
been doing. So therefore, we’ll let it sort out. 
But I will tell you this: The issue in America 
is going to be, who will keep taxes low, and 
who will be tough in protecting America. And 
our candidate for President is going to win 
because he will have convinced the American 
people to this truth. 

Nice try. [Laughter] 
Prime Minister Rasmussen. Thank you. 

Our talks about climate change have really 
been encouraging. Actually—excuse me, Mr. 
President—I think the American President 
is really a convinced environmentalist. And 
the President has assured me that the United 
States will take leadership in our endeavors 
to achieve a comprehensive global deal in 
Copenhagen in 2009. 

And I have commended the President for 
his initiative to gather the 15 or 17 major 
economies in the world, because we have to 
take on board all the major emitters of green-
house gases. And I consider the American 
initiative a very valuable input in our prepara-
tions for the Global Climate Change Con-
ference in Copenhagen. So based on our 
talks today, I’m a bit more optimistic than 
I was before. 

President Bush. I know when he says 
committed environmentalist, it doesn’t con-
form to stereotype. All I ask people is to look 
at the record. 

Thank you all very much for coming. 
We’re thrilled you’re here at the ranch. Good 
to see some of you again. Welcome. 

2008 Presidential Election 
Q. Did you vote in the Texas primary? 
The President. I did, and I’m not telling 

you who. [Laughter] Thank you. 
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NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
12 noon at the Bush Ranch. In his remarks, he 
referred to Anne-Mette Rasmussen, wife of Prime 
Minister Rasmussen; President Mahmud Ahmadi- 
nejad of Iran; and Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, 
commanding general, Multi-National Force— 
Iraq. 

Remarks to the National Association 
of Attorneys General 
March 3, 2008 

General Wasden, thank you, sir. And Gen-
eral Lynch, thank you for having the Attorney 
General and me here to visit with the Na-
tion’s attorney generals. I thank you very 
much for serving the country. I’m honored 
that you’ve stepped forward to say, you know, 
my family—I’m going to put my family in 
such a way that we’re going to serve together. 
And I hope you have found the experience 
to be as enriching as I’ve found it—my expe-
rience in public life to be. 

I also know that you’re dealing with a wide 
variety of issues. I was the Governor of Texas. 
I see my—the attorney general of Texas here. 
It’s been—it was a great joy to work with 
Greg when I was the Governor. We have a 
solemn responsibility together, and that’s to 
protect the country. You do it in a variety 
of ways. And we’ve got a responsibility here. 
As a matter of fact, there’s no greater respon-
sibility at the Federal Government than to 
protect the American people, which means 
that we must make sure our professionals 
have the tools they need to do the jobs we’ve 
asked them to do. 

Now, there’s a serious debate here, and 
some of the attorney generals have written 
a letter, both Democrats and Republicans, 
urging that the debate be solved in such a 
way that the professionals can do the job. 
And I thank you for wading in. There’s a lot 
of legal complexities on the FISA renewal 
debate, but the real issue comes down to this: 
To defend the country, we need to be able 
to monitor communications of terrorists 
quickly and be able to do it effectively. 

And we can’t do it without the cooperation 
of private companies. Now, unfortunately, 
some of the private companies have been 
sued for billions of dollars because they are 
believed to have helped defend America 

after the attacks on 9/11. Now the question 
is, should these lawsuits be allowed to pro-
ceed, or should any company that may have 
helped save American lives be thanked for 
performing a patriotic service? Should those 
who stepped forward to say we’re going to 
help defend America have to go to the court-
house to defend themselves, or should the 
Congress and the President say, thank you 
for doing your patriotic duty? I believe we 
ought to say thank you. 

I’m really appreciative of the fact that 21 
State attorney generals, 7 Democrats and 14 
Republicans, wrote a letter stating that assist-
ance from private companies, as they put it, 
‘‘is utterly essential’’ and urges the Senate— 
at the time—to approve FISA reform that 
protects the companies from lawsuits. I think 
that represents what most people—how most 
people think here in the country. 

The Senate heard you and heard the voices 
of other people and passed a really good 
FISA reform bill by a strong bipartisan ma-
jority, 68 to 29. The answer to the question 
about whether we ought to thank or sue is 
also clear to the majority in the House of 
Representatives. If this bill, the Senate bill, 
were allowed—were given a vote on the floor 
of the House of Representatives, it would 
pass. There’s enough votes available to pass 
a good Senate bill that would give our profes-
sionals the tools they need to protect the 
American people from further attack. 

Unfortunately, a minority in the House has 
been holding the bill up. Now, this weekend 
there was some encouraging news. The chair-
man of the House Intelligence Committee, 
Sylvester Reyes, said that he was open to 
passing a bill with protections for our private 
sector partners, including those companies 
who are currently being sued for allegedly 
helping us after 9/11. I appreciate the chair-
man’s comments, and I urge the full House 
to pass this legislation as soon as possible. 

I feel strongly about this issue, not only 
because I know we need to have the private 
carriers available to provide information, but, 
to put it bluntly, if the enemy is calling in 
to somebody in the United States, we need 
to know who they’re talking to and why 
they’re calling and what they intend to do. 

These lawsuits are really unfair if you think 
about it. If any of the companies believed 
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