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in his country, including the continuing as-
sault by narcoterrorists as well as the provoc-
ative maneuvers by the regime in Venezuela.

I told the President that America fully sup-
ports Colombia’s democracy and that we
firmly oppose any acts of aggression that
could destabilize the region. I told him that
America will continue to stand with Colom-
bia as it confronts violence and terror and

fights drug traffickers.

President Uribe told me that one of the
most important ways America can dem-
onstrate its support for Colombia is by mov-
ing forward with a free trade agreement that
we negotiated. The free trade agreement will
show the Colombian people that democracy
and free enterprise lead to a better life. It
will help President Uribe counter the radical
vision of those who are seeking to undermine
democracy and create divisions within our
hemisphere.

Our country’s message to President Uribe
and the people of Colombia is that we stand
with our democratic ally. My message to the
United States Congress is that this trade
agreement is more than a matter of smart
economics; it is a matter of national security.
If we fail to approve this agreement, we will
let down our close ally, we will damage our
credibility in the region, and we will em-
bolden the demagogues in our hemisphere.

The President told me that the people
across the region are watching to see what
the United States will do. So Republicans
and Democrats in Congress need to come
together and approve this agreement. By act-
ing at this critical moment, we can show the
Colombian people and millions across the re-
gion that they can count on America to keep
its word and that freedom is the surest path
to prosperity and peace.

Thank you very much.

NoTE: The President spoke at 1:05 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. The Office of
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of these remarks.

323

Notice—Continuation of the
National Emergency With Respect to
Zimbabwe

March 4, 2008

On March 6, 2003, by Executive Order
13288, I declared a national emergency and
blocked the property of persons undermining
democratic processes or institutions in
Zimbabwe, pursuant to the International
Emergency Economic Powers Act (50 U.S.C.
1701-1706). I took this action to deal with
the unusual and extraordinary threat to the
foreign policy of the United States con-
stituted by the actions and policies of certain
members of the Government of Zimbabwe
and other persons to undermine Zimbabwe’s
democratic processes or institutions. These
actions have contributed to the deliberate
breakdown in the rule of law in Zimbabwe,
politically motivated violence and intimida-
tion, and political and economic instability
in the southern African region. On Novem-
ber 22, 2005, I issued Executive Order 13391
to take additional steps with respect to the
national emergency declared in Executive
Order 13288 by ordering the blocking of the
property of additional persons undermining
democratic processes or institutions in
Zimbabwe.

Because the actions and policies of these
persons continue to pose an unusual and ex-
traordinary threat to the foreign policy of the
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on March 6, 2003, and the measures
adopted on that date and on November 22,
2005, to deal with that emergency, must con-
tinue in effect beyond March 6, 2008. There-
fore, in accordance with section 202(d) of the
National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C.
1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 year the na-
tional emergency with respect to the actions
and policies of certain members of the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe and other persons to
undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions.

This notice shall be published in the Fed-
eral Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 4, 2008.
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[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:38 a.m., March 4, 2008]

NOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on March 5.

Message to the Congress on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Zimbabwe

March 4, 2008

To the Congress of the United States:

The crisis constituted by the actions and
policies of certain members of the Govern-
ment of Zimbabwe and other persons to un-
dermine Zimbabwe’s democratic processes
or institutions has not been resolved. These
actions and policies pose a continuing un-
usual and extraordinary threat to the foreign
policy of the United States. For these rea-
sons, I have determined that it is necessary
to continue this national emergency and to
maintain in force the sanctions to respond
to this threat.

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the actions
and policies of certain members of the Gov-
ernment of Zimbabwe and other persons to
undermine Zimbabwe’s democratic proc-
esses or institutions is to continue in effect

beyond March 6, 2008.

George W. Bush

The White House,
March 4, 2008.

Mar. 4 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

Remarks at the Washington
International Renewable Energy
Conference

March 5, 2008

Thank you all. Thank you for the warm
welcome. Thanks for coming. It’s my honor
to be here. I'm proud to address the Wash-
ington International Renewable Energy Con-
ference. Thankfully, you only left it for five
words. [Laughter.] I appreciate your commit-
ment to renewable energy. I probably didn’t
help today when I rode over in a 20-car mo-
torcade. [Laughter.]

I appreciate the fact that—I hope you un-
derstand that you're pioneers on the frontiers
of change; that I fully suspect that this con-
ference will seem unbelievably outdated
within a decade; that people will marvel
about how far technology has helped change
our habits and change the world. And I hope
you take great pride in being a part of this
constructive change. And so thanks for com-
ing to America. We welcome you here.

To my fellow citizens, thanks for being en-
trepreneurs and forward thinkers. To mem-
bers of my administration, like Sam Bodman,
who just introduced me, or Ed Schafer, the
head of the Agriculture Department, or
Steve Johnson, EPA, thank you all for serving
our country. Thanks for your kind words,
Sam. I appreciate all the others who are here
from my administration.

Mike Eckhart is the president of the
American Council on Renewable Energy. He
and I went to Harvard together. I don’t know
if he has had to spend time overcoming that,
but I certainly have and—I[laughter]—par-
ticularly in Texas politics. But it's good to
be with my friend Mike. I can assure you
that when we were at Harvard Business
School together, he never envisioned that we
would be in our respective positions, like we
are today. As a matter of fact, I know in 1975,
he never even thought about the word “re-
newable fuel,” much less “President George
W. Bush.”

I welcome the Ambassadors who are here.
I welcome—listen, let me start first by telling
you that America has got to change its habits.
We've got to get off oil. And the reason why
is, first, oil is—dependency on oil presents
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