
419 

Week Ending Friday, March 28, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 

March 22, 2008 

Good morning. This weekend families 
across America are coming together to cele-
brate Easter. This is the most important holi-
day in the Christian faith. And during this 
special and holy time each year, millions of 
Americans pause to remember a sacrifice 
that transcended the grave and redeemed the 
world. 

Easter is a holiday that beckons us home-
ward. This weekend is an occasion to reflect 
on the things that matter most in life: the 
love of family; the laughter of friends; and 
the peace that comes from being in the place 
you call home. Through good times and bad, 
these quiet mercies are sources of hope. 

On Easter, we hold in our hearts those 
who will be spending this holiday far from 
home, our troops on the frontlines. I deeply 
appreciate the sacrifices that they and their 
families are making. America is blessed with 
the world’s greatest military, made up of men 
and women who fulfill their responsibilities 
with dignity, humility, and honor. Their dedi-
cation is an inspiration to our country and 
a cause for gratitude this Easter season. 

On Easter, we remember especially those 
who have given their lives for the cause of 
freedom. These brave individuals have lived 
out the words of the Gospel: ‘‘Greater love 
has no man than this, that a man lay down 
his life for his friends.’’ And our Nation’s fall-
en heroes live on in the memory of the nation 
they helped defend. 

On Easter, we also honor Americans who 
give of themselves here at home. Each year, 
millions of Americans take time to feed the 
hungry and clothe the needy and care for 
the widow and the orphan. Many of them 
are moved to action by their faith in a loving 
God who gave His son so that sin would be 
forgiven. And in this season of renewal, mil-
lions across the world remember the gift that 

took away death’s sting and opened the door 
to eternal life. 

Laura and I wish you all a happy Easter. 
Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:10 a.m. on 
March 20 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on March 22. 
The transcript was made available by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on March 21 but was em-
bargoed for release until the broadcast. The Office 
of the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage transcript of this address. 

Statement on the Presidential 
Election in Taiwan 
March 22, 2008 

I congratulate the people of Taiwan on the 
successful conclusion of their March 22 Pres-
idential election. Once again, Taiwan has 
demonstrated the strength and vitality of its 
democracy. I also congratulate Mr. Ma Ying- 
jeou on his victory. 

Taiwan is a beacon of democracy to Asia 
and the world. I am confident that the elec-
tion and the democratic process it represents 
will advance Taiwan as a prosperous, secure, 
and well-governed society. 

It falls to Taiwan and Beijing to build the 
essential foundations for peace and stability 
by pursuing dialog through all available 
means and refraining from unilateral steps 
that would alter the cross-strait situation. I 
believe the election provides a fresh oppor-
tunity for both sides to reach out and engage 
one another in peacefully resolving their dif-
ferences. 

The maintenance of peace and stability in 
the Taiwan Strait and the welfare of the peo-
ple on Taiwan remain of profound impor-
tance to the United States. We will continue 
to maintain close unofficial ties with the peo-
ple on Taiwan through the American Insti-
tute in Taiwan, in accordance with our long-
standing ‘‘one China’’ policy, our three joint 
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communiques with the People’s Republic of 
China, and the Taiwan Relations Act. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President-elect 
Ma Ying-jeou of Taiwan. 

Remarks at the White House Easter 
Egg Roll 
March 24, 2008 

Well, Laura and I welcome you to the 
White House for the Easter egg roll. How 
about the Jonas Brothers? Thanks for com-
ing. We are sure glad you’re here. We wel-
come you to the Easter egg roll. 

Pretty soon after a few remarks, I have 
the honor of blowing the whistle to start the 
Easter egg roll. But we’ve got a lot of other 
people who are going to make sure today is 
a special day. We want to thank all our volun-
teers who have made this event possible. We 
thank our—[applause]—yes, there you are. 
[Laughter] We thank our readers. For you 
Dallas Cowboy fans, it is a great honor to 
welcome Troy Aikman here to be one of the 
readers. 

We want to remind you that we’re dedi-
cating today’s Easter egg roll to our—clean 
oceans. And there’s a booth here where you 
can find out how you can contribute to make 
sure that we’re environmentally sound stew-
ards of our oceans. Ocean conservation is a 
important aspect of good public service, and 
it’s certainly something that Laura has on her 
mind, as she comes up to address you. And 
so now it’s my honor to welcome the First 
Lady of the United States, my dear wife, 
Laura Bush. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:23 a.m. from the 
Blue Room balcony at the White House. In his 
remarks, he referred to entertainers the Jonas 
Brothers; and Troy Aikman, former quarterback, 
Dallas Cowboys. The transcript released by the 
Office of the Press Secretary also included the 
remarks of the First Lady. 

Remarks Following a Briefing at the 
Department of State 
March 24, 2008 

Madam Secretary, thank you very much 
for your hospitality. I just had a very inter-

esting dialog on how to strengthen the State 
Department’s capacity to bring freedom and 
peace around the world, how to make sure 
the State Department works collaboratively 
with the Defense Department as we deal 
with some of the more difficult areas and 
really take advantage of some of the great 
opportunities that we’re faced with. 

And so I really want to thank you, Madam 
Secretary, and I thank the folks who work 
in this building. Our citizens have really no 
idea of how competent, courageous, and suc-
cessful the people here who work at the State 
Department are. I do. After my—now my 
eighth year as President, I’ve gotten to know 
the people in the State Department well. 
And I’m impressed, and so should our citi-
zens. 

Obviously, we want to expand the reach 
of the State Department by increasing the 
size and its efficiencies and to make sure that 
there’s interoperability. And along these 
lines, of course, I’m fully aware that folks 
who have worked in the State Department 
lost their lives and—in Iraq, along with our 
military folks. And on this day of reflection, 
I offer our deepest sympathies to their fami-
lies. I hope their families know that citizens 
pray for their comfort and their strength. 
Whether they were the first one who lost 
their life in Iraq or recently lost their lives 
in Iraq, that every life is precious in our sight. 

And I guess my one thought I wanted to 
leave with those who still hurt is that one 
day people will look back at this moment in 
history and say, ‘‘Thank God there were cou-
rageous people willing to serve, because they 
laid the foundations for peace for generations 
to come.’’ That I have vowed in the past, 
and I will vow so long as I’m President, to 
make sure that those lives were not lost in 
vain; that, in fact, there is a outcome that 
will merit the sacrifice that civilian and mili-
tary alike have made; that our strategies 
going forward will be aimed at making sure 
that we achieve victory, and therefore, Amer-
ica becomes more secure, these young de-
mocracies survive, and peace more likely as 
we head into the 21st century. 

So, Madam Secretary, I’m honored to be 
here. And I thank you very much for your 
hard work and your dedication. 

Thank you all. 
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