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Iraqi people build a society that rejects terror
and lives in freedom. These nations have dis-
played the ultimate devotion to the principle
of liberty, sacrificing to provide it for others.

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia are not
alone in discarding the chains to their past
and embracing the promise of freedom. An-
other burgeoning democracy is Ukraine. Ear-
lier this week, I traveled to Kiev to express
America’s support for beginning the process
of bringing both Ukraine and Georgia into
NATO. In recent years, both of these nations
have seen tens of thousands take to the
streets to peacefully demand their God-given
liberty. The people of Ukraine and Georgia
are an inspiration to the world, and I was
pleased that this week NATO declared that
Ukraine and Georgia will become members
of NATO.

Nearly 7 years ago, I came to Europe and
spoke to the students and faculty at Warsaw
University in Poland. On that day, I declared
that all of Europe’s new democracies, from
the Baltic to the Black Sea, should have the
same chance for security and freedom and
the same chance to join the institutions of
Europe. Seven years later, we have made
good progress toward fulfilling this vision,
and more work remains.

In many parts of the world, freedom is still
a distant aspiration. But in the ancient cities
and villages of Europe, it is at the center of
anew era of hope.

Thank you for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:30 p.m. on
April 3 in Bucharest, Romania, for broadcast at
10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on April 5. The transcript was
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 4 but was embargoed for release
until the broadcast. Due to the 6-hour time dif-
ference, the radio address was broadcast after the
President’s remarks in Croatia. The Office of the
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language
transcript of this address.

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With
President Vladimir Putin of Russia in
Sochi, Russia

April 6, 2008

President Putin. Dear Mr. President, let
me once again welcome you here in Sochi.
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I am very pleased that you've accepted this
invitation. And I'm pleased that after the
meeting in Bucharest, you now have the op-
portunity to discuss with me our bilateral re-
lations and security issues.

Yesterday we actually started discussing
those issues, and today we’ll have to—we
have the opportunity to discuss this in a
calmer working manner. And on top of all,
I am delighted to show you around Sochi,
which will be the capital of the Olympic
games in 2014.

Welcome, Mr. President.

President Bush. Thank you. I, first of all,
was most grateful for the dinner that you
gave last night. Secondly, thank you very
much for providing fantastic entertainment.
I'm only happy that our press corps didn’t
try—see me trying to dance the dance that
I'was asked to do. [Laughter]

President Putin. We were able to see that
you are a brilliant dancer. [Laughter]

President Bush. Yes, well, thank you very
much. We'll leave it at that, Mr. President.
[Laughter]

I do want to—you know, it’s going to be
a very interesting meeting. This is the final
meeting that we will have as Presidents of
our respective countries. We have met a lot
over the past years, and I've come to, you
know, respect you. I respect the fact that you
love your country. You've been a strong lead-
er. You're not afraid to tell me what’s on your
mind. And when it’s all said and done, we
can shake hands.

And so I thank you very much for your
wonderful hospitality here. Thank you, sir.
Yes.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at the
Bocharov Ruchei. President Putin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter.

Remarks During a Meeting With
President-elect Dmitry Medvedev of
Russia in Sochi
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President-elect Medvedev. Good after-
noon, Mr. President. I'm happy to meet you
again. And I would like to once again thank
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you for warm congratulations on my elec-
tion

President Bush. Yes, sir.

President-elect Medvedev.
dent of the Russian Federation.

President Putin and you, over these last
8 years, did a lot to advance Russian-U.S.
relationship. And the relationship between
Russia and the United States is a key factor
of international security. When I officially as-
sume my duties, I would like to do my best
to keep up

President Bush. And thank you.

President-elect Medvedev. ——that di-
rection that—our relationship, so there will
be constructive engagement between us.

President Bush. Yes, sir. Thank you.
Look, it seems like there’s a lot of interest
in you, Mr. President-elect. You've attracted
a lot of cameras.

President-elect Medvedev. Surprise, sur-
prise. [Laughter]

President Bush. Yes. But I thank you for
your kind words. Thank you for meeting with
me and my delegation. And I'm looking for-
ward to getting to know you, so we’ll be able
to work through common problems and find
common opportunities.

Thank you, sir.

as Presi-

NoOTE: The President spoke at 11:20 a.m. in the
President’s Office at the Bocharov Ruchei. Presi-
dent-elect Medvedev referred to President Vladi-
mir Putin of Russia. President-elect Medvedev
spoke in Russian, and his remarks were translated
by an interpreter.

The President’s News Conference
With President Vladimir Putin of
Russia in Sochi

April 6, 2008

President Putin. Good afternoon, dear la-
dies and gentlemen. First and foremost, I
would like to thank the President of the
United States, Mr. Bush, for accepting the
invitation to meet here in Sochi in order to,
sort of, draw the bottom line of the 8 years
of our parallel terms in office. And he will
probably agree with me, the result has been
positive on the whole.

Since our first meeting in Ljubljana back
in 2001, we have had an open and sincere
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relationship, and this has allowed us, without
any circumventions or conventions, to start
discussing the most pressing issues on the
international and bilateral agenda. This dia-
log is not always easy between our two coun-
tries. There have been and there remain cer-
tain disagreements on a number of issues,
but the search of common denominators is
going on.

George and I, T have already mentioned,
have been able to build our agenda in a way
that would prevent our disagreements on one
set of issues from negatively influencing the
state of play in other areas where we do have
progress and where we are converging our
positions. This has strengthened the entire
architecture of the U.S.-Russian relationship.

In preparing for this meeting and in the
course of this meeting, we have taken stock
of major issues on the U.S.-Russian agenda,
and here in Sochi, we have adopted a dec-
laration on strategic framework. Of course,
it does not provide any breakthrough solu-
tions on a number of issues, but we did not
really expect this. It is important that the doc-
ument sums up the positive achievements of
the past few years—these in such areas as
security, nonproliferation, including the ini-
tiatives that President Bush and I put for-
ward, be it in counterterrorism and building
business partnerships.

The declaration also reflects our con-
tinuing disagreements, primarily in the polit-
ical-military field, but we reaffirm our will-
ingness to work towards overcoming those
differences. The most important thing is that
we are talking about a strategic choice of our
nations in favor of developing a constructive
relationship that goes beyond the previous
model of mutual containment. This declara-
tion is a forward-looking one, and it provides
a much more accurate assessment of the level
of our partnership than what is normally be-
lieved based on stereotypes.

Certainly we have taken advantage of this
meeting in order to sincerely, without pro-
tocol, discuss the most pressing issues of
today, primarily those that influence strategic
stability and international security for the
long term, which is also very important.

I will not conceal that on a number of the
most—one of the most difficult issues was
and remains the issue of missile defense in
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