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Iraqi people build a society that rejects terror 
and lives in freedom. These nations have dis-
played the ultimate devotion to the principle 
of liberty, sacrificing to provide it for others. 

Albania, Croatia, and Macedonia are not 
alone in discarding the chains to their past 
and embracing the promise of freedom. An-
other burgeoning democracy is Ukraine. Ear-
lier this week, I traveled to Kiev to express 
America’s support for beginning the process 
of bringing both Ukraine and Georgia into 
NATO. In recent years, both of these nations 
have seen tens of thousands take to the 
streets to peacefully demand their God-given 
liberty. The people of Ukraine and Georgia 
are an inspiration to the world, and I was 
pleased that this week NATO declared that 
Ukraine and Georgia will become members 
of NATO. 

Nearly 7 years ago, I came to Europe and 
spoke to the students and faculty at Warsaw 
University in Poland. On that day, I declared 
that all of Europe’s new democracies, from 
the Baltic to the Black Sea, should have the 
same chance for security and freedom and 
the same chance to join the institutions of 
Europe. Seven years later, we have made 
good progress toward fulfilling this vision, 
and more work remains. 

In many parts of the world, freedom is still 
a distant aspiration. But in the ancient cities 
and villages of Europe, it is at the center of 
a new era of hope. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 1:30 p.m. on 
April 3 in Bucharest, Romania, for broadcast at 
10:06 a.m., e.d.t., on April 5. The transcript was 
made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 4 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. Due to the 6-hour time dif-
ference, the radio address was broadcast after the 
President’s remarks in Croatia. The Office of the 
Press Secretary also released a Spanish language 
transcript of this address. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
President Vladimir Putin of Russia in 
Sochi, Russia 
April 6, 2008 

President Putin. Dear Mr. President, let 
me once again welcome you here in Sochi. 

I am very pleased that you’ve accepted this 
invitation. And I’m pleased that after the 
meeting in Bucharest, you now have the op-
portunity to discuss with me our bilateral re-
lations and security issues. 

Yesterday we actually started discussing 
those issues, and today we’ll have to—we 
have the opportunity to discuss this in a 
calmer working manner. And on top of all, 
I am delighted to show you around Sochi, 
which will be the capital of the Olympic 
games in 2014. 

Welcome, Mr. President. 
President Bush. Thank you. I, first of all, 

was most grateful for the dinner that you 
gave last night. Secondly, thank you very 
much for providing fantastic entertainment. 
I’m only happy that our press corps didn’t 
try—see me trying to dance the dance that 
I was asked to do. [Laughter] 

President Putin. We were able to see that 
you are a brilliant dancer. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Yes, well, thank you very 
much. We’ll leave it at that, Mr. President. 
[Laughter] 

I do want to—you know, it’s going to be 
a very interesting meeting. This is the final 
meeting that we will have as Presidents of 
our respective countries. We have met a lot 
over the past years, and I’ve come to, you 
know, respect you. I respect the fact that you 
love your country. You’ve been a strong lead-
er. You’re not afraid to tell me what’s on your 
mind. And when it’s all said and done, we 
can shake hands. 

And so I thank you very much for your 
wonderful hospitality here. Thank you, sir. 
Yes. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:10 a.m. at the 
Bocharov Ruchei. President Putin spoke in Rus-
sian, and his remarks were translated by an inter-
preter. 

Remarks During a Meeting With 
President-elect Dmitry Medvedev of 
Russia in Sochi 
April 6, 2008 

President-elect Medvedev. Good after-
noon, Mr. President. I’m happy to meet you 
again. And I would like to once again thank 
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