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their desire to see to it that the police get
better training and better equipment.

And I shared with them our desire to help
them succeed, because one of the things that
really matters in democracy is that local gov-
ernance is strong and good and honest, that
the people are being able to see the benefits
of democracy. And it’s hard work in Afghani-
stan, but I told these leaders I think it’s nec-
essary work.

And I want to thank them for coming to
America. They've got a very busy schedule.
They've been to several States. And I think
it’s going to be very important for our fellow
citizens to meet these good men and to un-
derstand the problems they face, and their
desire to have their families live in peace,
and young girls go to school, and be people
treated with dignity.

So I want to thank you all for coming.
Thank you for the wonderful gift, and I'm
proud you're here.

I'm now going to show them the Oval Of-
fice, a shrine to democracy. Thank you.

NotE: The President spoke at 4:18 p.m. in the
Roosevelt Room at the White House.

Proclamation 8234—National
Former Prisoner of War Recognition
Day, 2008

April 8, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

America is blessed to have brave men and
women willing to step forward to defend our
freedoms and keep us safe. The members
of the United States Armed Forces have
proudly held fast against determined and
ruthless enemies, protected our citizens from
harm, and freed millions from oppression.
On National Former Prisoner of War Rec-
ognition Day, we pay tribute to the coura-
geous and selfless individuals who were taken
captive while serving the cause of peace and
securing liberty across the globe.

America’s former prisoners of war set an
example of vision, valor, and unshakeable
love of country that inspires our citizens.
Through unspeakable conditions, they
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upheld their oath to defend America with
honor and dignity. Their extraordinary spirit,
patriotism, and resolve helped defeat tyranny
and build democratic and just societies, ena-
bling decent men and women around the
world to live in freedom.

Our Nation is extremely proud of our
former prisoners of war, and we owe them
and their families a debt we can never fully
repay. On National Former Prisoner of War
Recognition Day, we honor our country’s he-
roes who were prisoners of war, recognize
their sacrifice, and express our deepest grati-
tude to those who helped write a more hope-
ful chapter in our history.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim April 9, 2008, as
National Former Prisoner of War Recogni-
tion Day. I call upon the people of the
United States to join me in honoring the
service and sacrifices of all of America’s
former prisoners of war. I call upon Federal,
State, and local government officials and pri-
vate organizations to observe this day with
appropriate ceremonies and activities.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eighth day of April, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:58 a.m., April 10, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on April 11.

Message to the Senate Transmitting
Amendments to the International
Telecommunication Union
Constitution and Convention

April 8, 2008

To the Senate of the United States:

With a view to receiving the advice and
consent of the Senate to ratification, I trans-
mit herewith the amendments to the Con-
stitution and Convention of the International
Telecommunication Union (Geneva, 1992),



Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Apr. 9

as amended by the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Kyoto, 1994) and the Pleni-
potentiary Conference (Marrakesh, 2002),
together with the declarations and reserva-
tions by the United States, all as contained
in the Final Acts of the Plenipotentiary Con-
ference (Antalya, 2006). I transmit also, for
the information of the Senate, the report of
the Department of State concerning the
amendments.

The Plenipotentiary Conference (Antalya,
2006) adopted amendments that, among
other things: clarify the functions of certain
International Telecommunication Union
(ITU) officials and bodies; reduce the fre-
quency of certain ITU conferences; clarify
eligibility for re-election to certain ITU posi-
tions; enhance oversight of the ITU budget
and provide for results-based (as well as cost-
based) budget proposals; expand the scale of
available contribution levels for Member
States and Sector Members; and, clarify the
definition of and role of observers partici-
pating in ITU proceedings.

Consistent with longstanding practice in
the ITU, the United States, in signing the
2006 amendments, made certain declarations
and reservations. Subject to those declara-
tions and reservations, I believe the United
States should ratify the 2006 amendments to
the International Telecommunication Union
Constitution and Convention. These amend-
ments will contribute to the ITU’s ability to
adapt to changes in the global telecommuni-
cations sector and, in so doing, serve the
needs of the United States Government and
United States industry. It is my hope that
the Senate will take early action on this mat-
ter and give its advice and consent to ratifica-
tion.

George W. Bush

The White House,
April 8, 2008.

Remarks on Signing the Second
Chance Act of 2007
April 9, 2008

The President. Please be seated. Thank
you. Please sit down. Thanks for coming. I'm
about to sign a piece of legislation that will
help give prisoners across America a second
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chance for a better life. This bill is going to
support the caring men and women who help
America’s prisoners find renewal and hope.

I can’t thank the folks who care enough
about a fellow citizen to offer their love and
compassion. It’s through the acts of mercy
that compassionate Americans are making
the Nation a more hopeful place, and I want
to thank you all for joining us today.

And I thank the Members of Congress
who have joined us as well: Senator Arlen
Specter, ranking member of the Judiciary
Committee; Chairman Joe Biden, not of the
Judiciary Committee

Senator Joseph R. Biden, Jr. Thank God.
[Laughter]

The President. ——but of Foreign Rela-
tions; but a key member of the Judiciary
Committee, Senator Sam Brownback, as
well. So we've got three United States Sen-
ators here, and I'm honored they are here.
Members of the United States Congress—
chairman of the House Judiciary, John Con-
yers, and Ranking Member Lamar Smith, I
want to thank you all for coming.

I appreciate very much Danny Davis join-
ing us as well—bill sponsor. I want to thank
Jim Sensenbrenner and Bobby Scott and
Howard Coble and Chris Cannon—all good
Members and all Members who worked hard
to get this piece of legislation here in timely
fashion.

I thank the Attorney General, Judge Mi-
chael Mukasey, for joining us as well. Elaine
Chao—thank you for coming, Madam Sec-
retary; Rob Portman, former Director of the
OMB; and all the supporters of the Second
Chance legislation. Thanks for caring about
your country; thanks for working on this
piece of legislation.

The country was built on the belief that
each human being has limitless potential and
worth. Everybody matters. We believe that
even those who have struggled with a dark
past can find brighter days ahead. One way
we act on that belief is by helping former
prisoners who've paid for their crimes. We
help them build new lives as productive
members of our society.

The work of redemption reflects our val-
ues. It also reflects our national interests.
Each year, approximately 650,000 prisoners
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