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During his distinguished career, Dr. 
Wheeler collaborated with scientists such as 
Albert Einstein and Niels Bohr on projects 
that changed the course of history. His early 
work with Bohr on how nuclei split apart, 
his vision of the possibilities of Einstein’s 
curved space, and his work on quantum the-
ory demonstrated his innovation and bril-
liance. And he will always be remembered 
for giving the phenomenon of black holes its 
name. 

Dr. Wheeler was also a great teacher who 
understood that educating young minds 
would be one of his most significant con-
tributions. As a professor at Princeton Uni-
versity and the University of Texas—Austin, 
Dr. Wheeler inspired generations of stu-
dents, such as the late Nobel Prize winning 
physicist Richard Feynman, to transform 
their curiosity into scientific discoveries. 

Today our thoughts and prayers are with 
the Wheeler family. 

Remarks Honoring President 
Thomas Jefferson’s 265th Birthday 
April 14, 2008 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please 
be seated. Welcome to the White House. 
Laura and I are so honored you are here. 
I welcome members of my Cabinet, Mem-
bers of the United States Senate, folks who 
work in the White House, the Governor of 
Virginia and Anne Holton. Thank you all for 
coming. We’re really happy you’re here. 

We’re here tonight to commemorate the 
265th birthday of Thomas Jefferson, here in 
a room where he once walked and in a home 
where he once lived. In this house, President 
Jefferson spread the word that liberty was 
the right of every individual. In this house, 
Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark off on the 
mission that helped make America a conti-
nental nation. And in this house, Jefferson 
was known to receive guests in his bathrobe 
and slippers. [Laughter] Laura said, ‘‘No.’’ 
[Laughter] I don’t have a bathrobe. [Laugh-
ter] 

With a single sentence, Thomas Jefferson 
changed the history of the world. After 
countless centuries, when the powerful and 
the privileged governed as they pleased, Jef-

ferson proclaimed as a self-evident truth that 
liberty was a right given to all people by an 
Almighty. 

Here in America, that truth was not fully 
realized in Jefferson’s own lifetime. As he ob-
served the condition of slaves in America, 
Jefferson said, quote, ‘‘I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just [and] 
that His justice cannot sleep forever.’’ Less 
than 40 years after his death, justice was 
awakened in America and a new era of free-
dom dawned. 

Today, on the banks of the Tidal Basin, 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson stands in a ro-
tunda that is a memorial to both the man 
and the ideas that built this Nation. There, 
on any day of the week, you will find men 
and women of all creeds, colors, races, and 
religions. You will find scholars, school-
children, and visitors from every part of our 
country. And you will find each of them look-
ing upward in quiet reflection on the liturgy 
of freedom, the words of Thomas Jefferson 
inscribed on the memorial’s walls. 

The power of Jefferson’s words do not stop 
at water’s edge. They beckon the friends of 
liberty on even the most distant shores. 
They’re a source of inspiration for people in 
young democracies like Afghanistan and 
Lebanon and Iraq. And they are a source of 
hope for people in nations like Belarus and 
Burma, Cuba, Venezuela, Iran, Syria, North 
Korea, and Zimbabwe, where the struggle for 
freedom continues. 

Thomas Jefferson left us on July 4th, 1826, 
50 years to the day after our Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. In one of the 
great harmonies of history, his friend and 
rival John Adams died on the very same day. 
Adams’s last words were, ‘‘Thomas Jefferson 
survives.’’ And he still does today, and he will 
live on forever, because the desire to live in 
freedom is the eternal hope of mankind. 

And now it’s my pleasure to welcome 
Wilfred McClay to the stage. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Timothy M. Kaine of Virginia 
and his wife, Anne Holton; and Wilfred M. 
McClay, SunTrust Bank chair of excellence in hu-
manities and professor of history, University of 
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Tennessee at Chattanooga. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the First Lady. 

Statement on the Anniversary of the 
Virginia Tech Shootings in 
Blacksburg, Virginia 
April 15, 2008 

April 16, 2007, brought the deadliest day 
of violence on a college campus in our Na-
tion’s history. The horrific crimes committed 
at Virginia Tech University filled our souls 
with sadness. One year later, we remember 
the victims murdered and wounded that day. 

We join our fellow Americans in praying 
for the families and friends whose hearts 
ache for their lost loved ones. We continue 
to be amazed by the extraordinary Hokie 
spirit and inspired by the survivors of this 
tragedy. Students, teachers, and alumni have 
overcome evil with good by supporting each 
other with love and compassion. We are 
humbled by their resilience and confident in 
the university’s bright future. 

We pray that God will continue to comfort 
and heal the people of the Virginia Tech 
community. 

Proclamation 8238—Education and 
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2008 
April 15, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
A hopeful society helps ensure that its citi-

zens develop the character, knowledge, and 
skills they need to succeed. On Education 
and Sharing Day, we underscore our dedica-
tion to encouraging our Nation’s youth to 
build a solid foundation for a lifetime of ac-
complishment. 

Education and Sharing Day pays tribute 
to the unique efforts of Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 
The Rebbe helped create numerous edu-
cation and outreach centers, which continue 
to provide social service programs and hu-
manitarian aid at home and around the globe. 

On this day and throughout the year, we 
encourage our children to set high goals, 
make the right choices, and put character 
first. By instilling respect, responsibility, civic 
duty, compassion, and honesty in our youth, 
we can help more of our citizens realize the 
great promise of America. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 16, 2008, 
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call 
upon government officials, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States 
to reach out to young people and work to 
create a better, brighter, and more hopeful 
future for all. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 17, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 18. 

Proclamation 8239—National Park 
Week, 2008 
April 15, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, 

‘‘There is nothing so American as our Na-
tional Parks.’’ During National Park Week, 
we underscore our commitment to con-
serving these magnificent places and recog-
nize the many employees and volunteers who 
give their time and energy to keep them 
beautiful for all Americans to enjoy. 

This year’s theme for National Park Week, 
‘‘Kids In Parks,’’ highlights youth programs 
and initiatives offered by the National Park 
Service to encourage children to be good 
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