
537 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Apr. 17 

The people of Lebanon have spent the 
better part of three decades living under the 
threat of violence, assassinations, and other 
forms of intimidation. Despite this, they and 
their leaders continue to work for a peaceful 
and democratic future, even as Syria, Iran, 
and their Lebanese proxies seek to under-
mine Lebanese democracy and institutions. 
The United States will continue to stand with 
the Lebanese Government and the Lebanese 
people as they struggle to preserve their 
hard-won sovereignty and independence, en-
deavor to provide justice for victims of ter-
rorism and political violence, and continue 
to seek the election of a president committed 
to these principles. 

Proclamation 8240—To Take 
Certain Actions Under the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act and the 
Generalized System of Preferences 
and for Other Purposes 
April 17, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 

1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106–200) 
(AGOA), authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the 
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a ‘‘beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country’’ if the Presi-
dent determines that the country meets the 
eligibility requirements set forth in section 
104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well 
as the eligibility criteria set forth in section 
502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462). 

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the 
President to designate a country listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as an ‘‘eligible sub- 
Saharan African country’’ if the President de-
termines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements. 

3. Section 112(c) of the AGOA, as amend-
ed in section 6002 of the Africa Investment 
Incentive Act of 2006 (Division D, Title VI, 
Public Law 109–432) (19 U.S.C. 3721(c)), 

provides special rules for certain apparel arti-
cles imported from ‘‘lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.’’ 

4. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA 
and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, I 
have determined that the Republic of Togo 
(Togo) meets the eligibility requirements set 
forth or referenced therein, and I have de-
cided to designate Togo as an eligible sub- 
Saharan African country and as a beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country. 

5. I further determine that Togo satisfies 
the criterion for treatment as a ‘‘lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try’’ under section 112(c)(5)(D) of the 
AGOA, as amended. 

6. Presidential Proclamation 8114 of 
March 19, 2007, implemented section 112 
of the AGOA, as amended. Technical correc-
tions to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of 
the United States (HTS) are necessary to im-
plement the intended tariff treatment. 

7. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502(a) of 
the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(a)), the 
President is authorized to designate coun-
tries as beneficiary developing countries, and 
to designate any beneficiary developing 
country as a least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping country, for purposes of the Gener-
alized System of Preferences (GSP) program. 

8. In Executive Order 12302 of April 1, 
1981, the President designated the Solomon 
Islands as a beneficiary developing country 
for purposes of the GSP program. Pursuant 
to section 502(a)(2) of the 1974 Act, and hav-
ing considered the factors set forth in sec-
tions 501 and 502(c), I have determined that 
the Solomon Islands should be designated as 
a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the GSP program. 

9. In calendar year 2006, imports from Ja-
maica under subheading 2202.90.37 of the 
HTS exceeded the relevant competitive need 
limitation (CNL) set forth in 19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2). Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) 
of the 1974 Act, where imports of articles 
exceed the relevant CNL in a calendar year, 
the President shall withdraw duty-free treat-
ment for such article by July 1 of the fol-
lowing year and modify the HTS accordingly. 

10. On January 6, 1987, Colombia was 
granted a waiver of the CNL for imports 
under HTS subheading 1701.11.05. Despite 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 21:37 Apr 21, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00021 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P15APT4.018 P15APT4rw
ilk

in
s 

on
 P

R
O

D
1P

C
63

 w
ith

 M
IS

C
E

LL
A

N
E

O
U

S



538 Apr. 17 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

the existing waiver of the CNL, on July 5, 
2001, duty-free treatment was withdrawn in 
error for imports from Colombia under HTS 
subheading 1701.11.05 because import levels 
exceeded the relevant CNL in calendar year 
2000. A technical correction to the HTS is 
required to reflect the waiver of the CNL 
for imports from Colombia under HTS sub-
heading 1701.11.05. 

11. In Presidential Proclamation 8097 of 
December 29, 2006, I modified the HTS 
pursuant to section 1206(a) of the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (19 
U.S.C. 3006(a)) to conform the HTS to the 
International Convention on the Har-
monized Commodity Description and Cod-
ing System (the ‘‘Convention’’). Additional 
conforming changes to the HTS are required 
to implement the intended tariff treatment. 

12. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483), as amended, authorizes the President 
to embody in the HTS the substance of rel-
evant provisions of that Act, or other acts af-
fecting import treatment, and of actions 
taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to section 104 of the AGOA and title V and 
section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461– 
67, 2483), do proclaim that: 

(1) Togo is designated as an eligible sub- 
Saharan African country and as a beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country for purposes of 
the AGOA. 

(2) In order to reflect this designation in 
the HTS, general note 16(a) to the HTS is 
modified by inserting in alphabetical se-
quence in the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African countries ‘‘Republic of Togo,’’ effec-
tive with respect to articles entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after the thirtieth day after the date of 
this proclamation. 

(3) For purposes of section 112(c) of the 
AGOA, as amended, Togo is a lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try. 

(4) In order to provide the tariff treatment 
intended under section 112 of the AGOA, 

as amended, the HTS is modified as set forth 
in the Annex to this proclamation. 

(5) The Solomon Islands is designated as 
a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the GSP program. 

(6) In order to reflect this designation in 
the HTS, general note 4(b)(i) is modified by 
adding in alphabetical order ‘‘The Solomon 
Islands,’’ effective with respect to articles en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the sixty-fifth day after 
the date of this proclamation. 

(7) For purposes of the GSP program, in 
order to provide the intended tariff treat-
ment for imports from Jamaica, under HTS 
subheading 2202.90.37, general note 4(d) is 
modified by adding in numerical order 
‘‘2202.90.37’’ and by inserting ‘‘Jamaica’’ next 
to ‘‘2202.90.37.’’ 

(8) For purposes of the GSP program, in 
order to provide the intended tariff treat-
ment for imports from Colombia, under HTS 
subheading 1701.11.05, general note 4(d) is 
modified by deleting ‘‘Colombia’’ from the 
list of countries enumerated next to HTS 
subheading ‘‘1701.11.05.’’ 

(9) In order to conform the HTS to the 
Convention, additional U.S. note 3(d) to sub-
chapter XX of chapter 98 and additional U.S. 
note 4(d) to subchapter XXI of chapter 98 
of the HTS are each modified by deleting 
‘‘5402.10.30, 5402.10.60,’’ each place it oc-
curs and by inserting in lieu thereof 
‘‘5402.11.30, 5402.11.60, 5402.19.30, 
5402.19.60,’’ in each case. 

(10) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., April 18, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annex 
were published in the Federal Register on April 
21. 
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Message to the Congress on 
Extending Generalized System of 
Preferences Benefits to the Solomon 
Islands 
April 17, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 502(f)(1)(B) of 

the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 
‘‘Act’’), I am providing notification of my in-
tent to add the Solomon Islands to the list 
of least-developed beneficiary developing 
countries under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) program. In Executive 
Order 12302 of April 1, 1981, the Solomon 
Islands was designated as a beneficiary devel-
oping country for purposes of the GSP pro-
gram. After considering the criteria set forth 
in sections 501 and 502 of the Act, I have 
determined that it is appropriate to extend 
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
try benefits to the Solomon Islands. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 17, 2008. 

Proclamation 8241—Small Business 
Week, 2008 
April 17, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In communities across America, small 

business owners are working hard to turn 
their dreams into enterprises. Small Business 
Week is a time to celebrate the many 
achievements of small business owners, en-
trepreneurs, and employees, who contribute 
to the vitality and prosperity of our Nation 
and create new job opportunities for our citi-
zens. 

Small businesses are the backbone of the 
American economy, and my Administration 
is committed to fostering an environment in 
which the entrepreneurial spirit can thrive. 
By keeping taxes low, we leave more money 
in the hands of Americans to save, spend, 
and invest. This year, we have also tempo-
rarily expanded incentives to help small busi-

nesses invest in new equipment and expand 
their enterprises. We have also expanded 
market access and opened new markets for 
American goods and services abroad, helping 
our small businesses compete in the global 
economy. To make health care more afford-
able and accessible, we continue to support 
Association Health Plans so small businesses 
can band together to get the same discounts 
that big companies receive. 

The underpinnings of our economy are 
strong, competitive, and resilient enough to 
overcome the challenges we face, and in the 
long run, Americans can be confident that 
our economy will continue to grow. During 
Small Business Week and throughout the 
year, we recognize the determination and in-
genuity of America’s workers and entre-
preneurs who play a vital role in building a 
more prosperous future for our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through 
April 26, 2008, as Small Business Week. I 
call upon all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs that celebrate the achievements of 
small business owners and their employees 
and encourage the development of new small 
businesses. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:40 a.m., April 21, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 18, and it will 
be published in the Federal Register on April 22. 

Remarks at the National Catholic 
Prayer Breakfast 
April 18, 2008 

Thank you very much. Good morning. 
Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you for 
the gracious welcome. Austin, thanks for 
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