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517 

Week Ending Friday, April 18, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 12, 2008 

Good morning. Fifteen months ago this 
week, I announced the surge. And this week 
General Petraeus and Ambassador Crocker 
gave Congress a detailed report on the re-
sults. 

Since the surge began, American and Iraqi 
forces have made significant progress. While 
there’s more to be done, sectarian violence, 
civilian deaths, and military deaths are down. 
Improvements in security have helped clear 
the way for political and economic progress. 
The Iraqi Government has passed a budget 
and three major benchmark laws. And many 
economic indicators are now pointed in the 
right direction. 

Serious and complex challenges remain in 
Iraq. Yet with the surge, a major strategic 
shift has occurred. Fifteen months ago, ex-
tremists were sowing sectarian violence. 
Today, many mainstream Sunni and Shi’a are 
actively confronting the extremists. Fifteen 
months ago, Al Qaida was using bases in Iraq 
to kill our troops and terrorize Iraqis. Today, 
we have put Al Qaida on the defensive in 
Iraq, and now we are working to deliver a 
crippling blow. Fifteen months ago, Ameri-
cans were worried about the prospect of fail-
ure in Iraq. Today, thanks to the surge, we’ve 
revived the prospect of success in Iraq. 

This week General Petraeus reported that 
security conditions have improved enough to 
withdraw all five surge brigades. By July 31st, 
the number of U.S. combat brigades in Iraq 
will be down 25 percent from the year be-
fore. Beyond that, General Petraeus says he 
will need time to assess how this reduced 
American presence will affect conditions on 
the ground before making recommendations 
on further reductions. I’ve told him he’ll have 
time he needs to make his assessment. 

Our job in the period ahead is to stand 
with the Iraqi Government as it makes the 
transition to responsibility for its own secu-

rity and its own destiny. So what would this 
transition look like? On the security front, 
we will stay on the offense, continue to sup-
port the Iraqi security forces, continue to 
transfer security responsibilities to them, and 
move over time into an overwatch role. 

On the economic front, Iraq’s economy is 
growing. Iraq is assuming responsibility for 
almost all the funding of large-scale recon-
struction projects, and our share of security 
costs is dropping as well. On the political 
front, Iraq is planning to hold elections that 
will provide a way for Iraqis to settle disputes 
through the political process instead of 
through violence. 

All our efforts are aimed at a clear goal: 
a free Iraq that can protect its people, sup-
port itself economically, and take charge of 
its own political affairs. And no one wants 
to achieve that goal more than the Iraqis 
themselves. 

The turnaround that our men and women 
in uniform have made possible in Iraq is a 
brilliant achievement. And we expect that as 
conditions on the ground continue to im-
prove, they will permit us to continue the 
policy of return on success. 

I’m confident in our success because I 
know the valor of the young Americans who 
defend us. This week I commemorated the 
sacrifice of Michael Monsoor, a Navy SEAL 
who gave his life in Iraq and became the 
fourth Medal of Honor recipient in the war 
on terror. On September 29th, 2006, Mike 
and two teammates had taken a position on 
a rooftop when an insurgent grenade landed 
on the roof. Mike threw himself onto the gre-
nade. One of the survivors put it this way: 
‘‘Mikey looked death in the face that day and 
said, ‘You cannot take my brothers. I will go 
in their stead.’ ’’ 

It is heroism like Michael Monsoor’s that 
pays the cost of human freedom. Our prayers 
remain with Michael’s family and with all the 
men and women who continue this noble 
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518 Apr. 12 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

fight. We look forward to the day when they 
return home in victory. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 8 a.m. on 
April 11 at the Bush Ranch in Crawford, TX, for 
broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on April 12. The transcript 
was made available by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on April 11 but was embargoed for release 
until the broadcast. In his address, the President 
referred to Gen. David H. Petraeus, USA, com-
manding general, Multi-National Force—Iraq. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks Following a Cabinet 
Meeting 
April 14, 2008 

I want to thank members of my Cabinet 
for joining me this morning. We discussed 
a variety of subjects, including the progress 
being made in the freedom agenda around 
the world. But we also are reminded that to-
morrow is tax day, and our fellow citizens 
will be paying taxes during a time of eco-
nomic uncertainty. These are tough eco-
nomic times. 

This administration anticipated these 
times. We worked with Congress to pass a 
progrowth package that incensed businesses 
to invest and a progrowth package that will 
be sending some of your taxpayers’ money 
back to you. And the Secretary mentioned 
again that the second week of May, checks 
and/or credits to your account will start com-
ing to you. And that’s going to be an impor-
tant part of making sure this economy begins 
to recover in a way that will add confidence 
and hope. 

One way Congress can act is to make the 
tax cuts permanent. If they really are that 
concerned about economic uncertainty, they 
ought to create certainty in the Tax Code. 

The other thing we’ve been very active on 
is helping people stay in their homes, wheth-
er it be the HOPE NOW Alliance or 
FHASecure. Over a million people have 
been helped to renegotiate and/or to find 
ways to stay in a home that they own. 

Now, Congress can help. Congress needs 
to modernize FHA; they need to modernize 
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. I mean, 

there’s constructive things Congress can do 
that will encourage the housing market to 
correct quickly by encouraging—helping 
people stay in their homes. I don’t think we 
ought to be bailing out lenders or specu-
lators. I think we need to be helping hard- 
working Americans who are creditworthy 
stay in their homes. 

And I do want to say something about 
trade. There’s big disappointment around 
this table about the action that the Speaker 
took on the Colombia free trade agreement. 
This free trade agreement is good for Amer-
ican workers, and it’s good for American con-
sumers. And this free trade agreement is in 
our national interests. Yet that bill is dead 
unless the Speaker schedules a definite vote. 
This is a unprecedented move, and it’s not 
in our country’s interest that we stiff an ally 
like Colombia and that we don’t encourage 
our goods and services to be sold overseas. 

Congress recently has been working on 
legislation for beach monitoring and land-
scape conservation. And those are important 
issues, but not nearly as important as FHA 
modernization or the Colombia free trade 
agreement or making the tax cuts permanent. 

Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:14 a.m. in the 
Cabinet Room at the White House. 

Remarks on Presenting the 
Commander in Chief’s Trophy to the 
United States Naval Academy 
Midshipmen 
April 14, 2008 

Sit down, please. Welcome to the Rose 
Garden. Of course, this is an old habit for 
a lot of the players standing behind me. After 
all, this is the fifth year in a row that the 
mighty Navy football team won the Com-
mander in Chief’s Trophy. And we’re here 
to congratulate them on that amazing 
achievement. As a matter of fact, coming to 
the Rose Garden is as familiar a place as Ban-
croft Hall. [Laughter] 

We welcome you here, and we congratu-
late you. Coach, thanks for coming. Proud 
you’re here. This team has had an historic 
season. For the third year in a row, had the 
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519 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Apr. 14 

most rushing yards in the Nation, as well as 
the Nation’s highest graduation rate. You 
went to your fifth straight bowl game, and 
of course you accomplished your most im-
portant goal: You beat Army. 

I want to thank the House majority leader, 
Steny Hoyer, strong supporter of the Naval 
Academy, for joining us. Congressman 
Hoyer, thanks for being here. Secretary Don 
Winter, Secretary of the Navy, and Linda; 
John Dalton, former Secretary of the Navy 
and a fine Texan, as well as Margaret— 
thanks for coming. Vice Admiral Jeff Fowler, 
thanks for being here, sir. Proud you’re here. 
Coach—just Coach—[laughter]—like, you 
call me George; I’ll call you Ken. [Laughter] 
Glad you all are here. [Laughter] 

This team set a school record by scoring 
511 points. And with your sixth straight win 
over Army, you established the longest win-
ning streak against Army in history. You beat 
Notre Dame for the first time since 1963. 
I’m probably not going to spend much time 
talking to the Pope about it. [Laughter] You 
had an interesting game in the great State 
of Texas against North Texas, when you won 
74 to 62—136 combined points were the 
most scored in a regulation game in the his-
tory of NCAA’s top division. You earned an 
invitation to play in the Poinsettia Bowl. For-
get the score, but you made an exciting fin-
ish. In other words, you brought great credit 
to a fabulous place of higher institute—of 
learning. 

And I want to thank your head coach and 
welcome him. He’s been a big part of the 
success over the past 6 years, and no doubt 
in my mind—more importantly, no doubt in 
the superintendent’s mind—that he’s going 
to be a fabulous head coach for years to 
come. Congratulations. 

I’ve been reading about some of the stand-
out performers on the team, starting with slot 
back Reggie Campbell, team captain on of-
fense. He holds—he owns eight school 
records. He was the MVP of the Army-Navy 
game. Linebacker Irv Spencer, team captain 
on defense—he led the team with 95 tackles. 
Adam Ballard, Texan—[laughter]— 
Lewisville, Texas—he came back from a bro-
ken leg in 2006 to score Navy’s first touch-
down of the season. He’s a bruiser. Corner-
back Ketric Buffin, Rowlett, Texas—you 

think I’m only going to talk about Texans, 
don’t you—[laughter]—had an interception 
in each of the first four games. He’s the first 
player in school history to accomplish that 
feat. 

Zerbin Singleton—now there’s an inspira-
tional story for all. He faced great challenges 
growing up. He overcame injuries from a car 
accident to make it to the Naval Academy. 
And during the season, he received the Dis-
ney Wide World of Sports Spirit Award as 
college football’s most inspirational figure. 
He’s the brigade commander of all 4,200 
midshipmen at the Naval Academy. He’ll 
soon begin flight training as a Marine aviator. 

Proud to welcome all the individual stars 
here. But no question, this team played well 
because you played as a unit. I want to thank 
every football player for agreeing to put on 
the uniform of the finest military ever. You’ve 
signed up after 9/11. You knew the stakes 
involved in the war against extremists and 
radicals. You knew that your country de-
pended on you, and you didn’t hesitate to 
wear the uniform. 

I welcome you as stars on the football field, 
and I welcome you as soon to be sailors and 
marines who have a major responsibility to 
protect the United States from harm and 
spread the great blessings of liberty so we 
can have peace. I cannot wait to be able to 
say to you someday, I’m proud to be your 
Commander in Chief. 

And so I welcome you to the Rose Garden. 
I congratulate you on being fine football play-
ers. More importantly, I congratulate you on 
being patriotic Americans. May God bless 
you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:16 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Ken Niumatalolo, head coach, U.S. 
Naval Academy football team; and Vice Adm. Jef-
frey L. Fowler, USN, superintendent, U.S. Naval 
Academy. 

Statement on the Death of 
John A. Wheeler 
April 14, 2008 

Laura and I are saddened by the death 
of John Archibald Wheeler, one of America’s 
greatest physicists. 
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520 Apr. 14 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

During his distinguished career, Dr. 
Wheeler collaborated with scientists such as 
Albert Einstein and Niels Bohr on projects 
that changed the course of history. His early 
work with Bohr on how nuclei split apart, 
his vision of the possibilities of Einstein’s 
curved space, and his work on quantum the-
ory demonstrated his innovation and bril-
liance. And he will always be remembered 
for giving the phenomenon of black holes its 
name. 

Dr. Wheeler was also a great teacher who 
understood that educating young minds 
would be one of his most significant con-
tributions. As a professor at Princeton Uni-
versity and the University of Texas—Austin, 
Dr. Wheeler inspired generations of stu-
dents, such as the late Nobel Prize winning 
physicist Richard Feynman, to transform 
their curiosity into scientific discoveries. 

Today our thoughts and prayers are with 
the Wheeler family. 

Remarks Honoring President 
Thomas Jefferson’s 265th Birthday 
April 14, 2008 

Thank you all. Thanks for coming. Please 
be seated. Welcome to the White House. 
Laura and I are so honored you are here. 
I welcome members of my Cabinet, Mem-
bers of the United States Senate, folks who 
work in the White House, the Governor of 
Virginia and Anne Holton. Thank you all for 
coming. We’re really happy you’re here. 

We’re here tonight to commemorate the 
265th birthday of Thomas Jefferson, here in 
a room where he once walked and in a home 
where he once lived. In this house, President 
Jefferson spread the word that liberty was 
the right of every individual. In this house, 
Jefferson sent Lewis and Clark off on the 
mission that helped make America a conti-
nental nation. And in this house, Jefferson 
was known to receive guests in his bathrobe 
and slippers. [Laughter] Laura said, ‘‘No.’’ 
[Laughter] I don’t have a bathrobe. [Laugh-
ter] 

With a single sentence, Thomas Jefferson 
changed the history of the world. After 
countless centuries, when the powerful and 
the privileged governed as they pleased, Jef-

ferson proclaimed as a self-evident truth that 
liberty was a right given to all people by an 
Almighty. 

Here in America, that truth was not fully 
realized in Jefferson’s own lifetime. As he ob-
served the condition of slaves in America, 
Jefferson said, quote, ‘‘I tremble for my 
country when I reflect that God is just [and] 
that His justice cannot sleep forever.’’ Less 
than 40 years after his death, justice was 
awakened in America and a new era of free-
dom dawned. 

Today, on the banks of the Tidal Basin, 
a statue of Thomas Jefferson stands in a ro-
tunda that is a memorial to both the man 
and the ideas that built this Nation. There, 
on any day of the week, you will find men 
and women of all creeds, colors, races, and 
religions. You will find scholars, school-
children, and visitors from every part of our 
country. And you will find each of them look-
ing upward in quiet reflection on the liturgy 
of freedom, the words of Thomas Jefferson 
inscribed on the memorial’s walls. 

The power of Jefferson’s words do not stop 
at water’s edge. They beckon the friends of 
liberty on even the most distant shores. 
They’re a source of inspiration for people in 
young democracies like Afghanistan and 
Lebanon and Iraq. And they are a source of 
hope for people in nations like Belarus and 
Burma, Cuba, Venezuela, Iran, Syria, North 
Korea, and Zimbabwe, where the struggle for 
freedom continues. 

Thomas Jefferson left us on July 4th, 1826, 
50 years to the day after our Declaration of 
Independence was adopted. In one of the 
great harmonies of history, his friend and 
rival John Adams died on the very same day. 
Adams’s last words were, ‘‘Thomas Jefferson 
survives.’’ And he still does today, and he will 
live on forever, because the desire to live in 
freedom is the eternal hope of mankind. 

And now it’s my pleasure to welcome 
Wilfred McClay to the stage. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:05 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Gov. Timothy M. Kaine of Virginia 
and his wife, Anne Holton; and Wilfred M. 
McClay, SunTrust Bank chair of excellence in hu-
manities and professor of history, University of 
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Tennessee at Chattanooga. The transcript re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of the First Lady. 

Statement on the Anniversary of the 
Virginia Tech Shootings in 
Blacksburg, Virginia 
April 15, 2008 

April 16, 2007, brought the deadliest day 
of violence on a college campus in our Na-
tion’s history. The horrific crimes committed 
at Virginia Tech University filled our souls 
with sadness. One year later, we remember 
the victims murdered and wounded that day. 

We join our fellow Americans in praying 
for the families and friends whose hearts 
ache for their lost loved ones. We continue 
to be amazed by the extraordinary Hokie 
spirit and inspired by the survivors of this 
tragedy. Students, teachers, and alumni have 
overcome evil with good by supporting each 
other with love and compassion. We are 
humbled by their resilience and confident in 
the university’s bright future. 

We pray that God will continue to comfort 
and heal the people of the Virginia Tech 
community. 

Proclamation 8238—Education and 
Sharing Day, U.S.A., 2008 
April 15, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
A hopeful society helps ensure that its citi-

zens develop the character, knowledge, and 
skills they need to succeed. On Education 
and Sharing Day, we underscore our dedica-
tion to encouraging our Nation’s youth to 
build a solid foundation for a lifetime of ac-
complishment. 

Education and Sharing Day pays tribute 
to the unique efforts of Rabbi Menachem 
Mendel Schneerson, the Lubavitcher Rebbe. 
The Rebbe helped create numerous edu-
cation and outreach centers, which continue 
to provide social service programs and hu-
manitarian aid at home and around the globe. 

On this day and throughout the year, we 
encourage our children to set high goals, 
make the right choices, and put character 
first. By instilling respect, responsibility, civic 
duty, compassion, and honesty in our youth, 
we can help more of our citizens realize the 
great promise of America. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 16, 2008, 
as Education and Sharing Day, U.S.A. I call 
upon government officials, educators, volun-
teers, and all the people of the United States 
to reach out to young people and work to 
create a better, brighter, and more hopeful 
future for all. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., April 17, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 18. 

Proclamation 8239—National Park 
Week, 2008 
April 15, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt once said, 

‘‘There is nothing so American as our Na-
tional Parks.’’ During National Park Week, 
we underscore our commitment to con-
serving these magnificent places and recog-
nize the many employees and volunteers who 
give their time and energy to keep them 
beautiful for all Americans to enjoy. 

This year’s theme for National Park Week, 
‘‘Kids In Parks,’’ highlights youth programs 
and initiatives offered by the National Park 
Service to encourage children to be good 
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stewards of the land. The Junior Ranger pro-
gram is one such program that encourages 
America’s youth to explore, protect, and 
learn about our national parks. Today, many 
national parks have active Junior Ranger pro-
grams. By visiting nps.gov/webrangers, young 
people can sign up to become WebRangers, 
enabling them to learn about different parks, 
monuments, and historic sites right from 
their homes. 

Across the United States, the Federal Gov-
ernment plays a vital role in protecting our 
natural and historical treasures. My Adminis-
tration launched the National Park Centen-
nial Initiative to preserve and enhance these 
scenic wonders and to prepare for the 100th 
anniversary of the National Park Service in 
2016. Serving as the Honorary Chair of the 
National Park Foundation, First Lady Laura 
Bush has also played a significant role in pre-
serving our national parks. The First Lady 
is actively involved in programs such as First 
Bloom, which teaches children how to pre-
serve native plants across America. In addi-
tion, this past Christmas, the White House 
highlighted our national parks with the 
theme ‘‘Holiday in the National Parks.’’ 

Our National Parks belong to each of us, 
and they are natural places to learn, exercise, 
volunteer, spend time with family and 
friends, and enjoy the magnificent beauty of 
our great land. During National Park Week 
and throughout the year, Americans of all 
ages can pledge to help maintain and en-
hance America’s national treasures for future 
generations. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 19 through 
April 27, 2008, as National Park Week. I in-
vite all my fellow citizens to join me in cele-
brating America’s national parks by visiting 
these wonderful spaces, discovering all they 
have to offer, and becoming active partici-
pants in park conservation. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this fifteenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:58 a.m., April 17, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 16, and it was 
published in the Federal Register on April 18. 

Remarks at a Welcoming Ceremony 
for Pope Benedict XVI 
April 16, 2008 

Holy Father, Laura and I are privileged 
to have you here at the White House. We 
welcome you with the ancient words com-
mended by Saint Augustine: Pax tecum. 
Peace be with you. 

You’ve chosen to visit America on your 
birthday. Well, birthdays are traditionally 
spent with close friends, so our entire Nation 
is moved and honored that you’ve decided 
to share this special day with us. We wish 
you much health and happiness today and 
for many years to come. 

This is your first trip to the United States 
since you ascended to the Chair of Saint 
Peter. You will visit two of our greatest cities 
and meet countless Americans, including 
many who have traveled from across the 
country to see with you and to share in the 
joy of this visit. Here in America, you’ll find 
a nation of prayer. Each day, millions of our 
citizens approach our Maker on bended 
knee, seeking His grace and giving thanks 
for the many blessings He bestows upon us. 
Millions of Americans have been praying for 
your visit, and millions look forward to pray-
ing with you this week. 

Here in America, you’ll find a nation of 
compassion. Americans believe that the 
measure of a free society is how we treat 
the weakest and most vulnerable among us. 
So each day, citizens across America answer 
to the universal call to feed the hungry and 
comfort the sick and care for the infirm. 
Each day, across the world, the United States 
is working to eradicate disease, alleviate pov-
erty, promote peace, and bring the light of 
hope to places still mired in the darkness of 
tyranny and despair. 

Here in America, you’ll find a nation that 
welcomes the role of faith in the public 
square. When our Founders declared our 
Nation’s independence, they rested their 
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case on an appeal to the laws of nature and 
of nature’s God. We believe in religious lib-
erty. We also believe that a love for freedom 
and a common moral law are written into 
every human heart and that these constitute 
the firm foundation on which any successful 
free society must be built. 

Here in America, you’ll find a nation that 
is fully modern, yet guided by ancient and 
eternal truths. The United States is the most 
innovative, creative, and dynamic country on 
Earth. It is also among the most religious. 
In our Nation, faith and reason coexist in har-
mony. This is one of our country’s greatest 
strengths and one of the reasons that our land 
remains a beacon of hope and opportunity 
for millions across the world. 

Most of all, Holy Father, you will find in 
America people whose hearts are open to 
your message of hope. And America and the 
world need this message. 

In a world where some invoke the name 
of God to justify acts of terror and murder 
and hate, we need your message that God 
is love. And embracing this love is the surest 
way to save men from falling prey to the 
teaching of fanaticism and terrorism. 

In a world where some treat life as some-
thing to be debased and discarded, we need 
your message that all human life is sacred 
and that each of us is willed, each of us is 
loved—[applause]—and your message that 
each of us is willed, each of us is loved, and 
each of us is necessary. 

In a world where some no longer believe 
that we can distinguish between simple right 
and wrong, we need your message to reject 
this dictatorship of relativism and embrace 
a culture of justice and truth. 

In a world where some see freedom as 
simply the right to do as they wish, we need 
your message that true liberty requires us to 
live our freedom not just for ourselves but 
in a spirit of mutual support. 

Holy Father, thank you for making this 
journey to America. Our Nation welcomes 
you. We appreciate the example you set for 
the world, and we ask that you always keep 
us in your prayers. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:38 a.m. on the 
South Lawn at the White House. The transcript 
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also 
included the remarks of Pope Benedict XVI. The 

Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of these remarks. 

Joint Statement by the United States 
of America and the Holy See 

April 16, 2008 

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI and 
President George W. Bush met today in the 
Oval Office of the White House. 

President Bush, on behalf of all Ameri-
cans, welcomed the Holy Father, wished him 
a happy birthday, and thanked him for the 
spiritual and moral guidance, which he offers 
to the whole human family. The President 
wished the Pope every success in his Apos-
tolic Journey and in his address at the United 
Nations, and expressed appreciation for the 
Pope’s upcoming visit to ‘‘Ground Zero’’ in 
New York. 

During their meeting, the Holy Father and 
the President discussed a number of topics 
of common interest to the Holy See and the 
United States of America, including moral 
and religious considerations to which both 
parties are committed: the respect of the dig-
nity of the human person; the defense and 
promotion of life, matrimony and the family; 
the education of future generations; human 
rights and religious freedom; sustainable de-
velopment and the struggle against poverty 
and pandemics, especially in Africa. In re-
gard to the latter, the Holy Father welcomed 
the United States’ substantial financial con-
tributions in this area. The two reaffirmed 
their total rejection of terrorism as well as 
the manipulation of religion to justify im-
moral and violent acts against innocents. 
They further touched on the need to con-
front terrorism with appropriate means that 
respect the human person and his or her 
rights. 

The Holy Father and the President de-
voted considerable time in their discussions 
to the Middle East, in particular resolving 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict in line with the 
vision of two states living side-by-side in 
peace and security, their mutual support for 
the sovereignty and independence of Leb-
anon, and their common concern for the situ-
ation in Iraq and particularly the precarious 
state of Christian communities there and 
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elsewhere in the region. The Holy Father 
and the President expressed hope for an end 
to violence and for a prompt and comprehen-
sive solution to the crises which afflict the 
region. 

The Holy Father and the President also 
considered the situation in Latin America 
with reference, among other matters, to im-
migrants, and the need for a coordinated pol-
icy regarding immigration, especially their 
humane treatment and the well being of their 
families. 

NOTE: The Office of the Press Secretary also re-
leased a Spanish language version of this joint 
statement. An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint statement. 

Remarks on Energy and Climate 
Change 
April 16, 2008 

Thank you. Welcome. I thank you all for 
coming. I particularly want to thank mem-
bers of my Cabinet for joining me here today 
in the Rose Garden. 

Tomorrow represents—representatives of 
the world’s major economies will gather in 
Paris to discuss climate change. Here in 
Washington, the debate about climate 
change is intensifying. Today I’ll share some 
views on this important issue to advance dis-
cussions both at home and abroad. 

Climate change involves complicated 
science and generates vigorous debate. Many 
are concerned about the effect of climate 
change on our environment. Many are con-
cerned about the effect of climate change 
policies on our economy. I share these con-
cerns, and I believe they can be sensibly rec-
onciled. 

Over the past 7 years, my administration 
has taken a rational, balanced approach to 
these serious challenges. We believe we need 
to protect our environment. We believe we 
need to strengthen our energy security. We 
believe we need to grow our economy. And 
we believe the only way to achieve these 
goals is through continued advances in tech-
nology. So we’ve pursued a series of policies 
aimed at encouraging the rise of innovation, 
as well as more cost-effective clean energy 
technologies that can help America and de-

veloping nations reduce greenhouse gases, 
reduce our dependence on oil, and keep our 
economies vibrant and strong for the decades 
to come. 

I’ve put our Nation on a path to slow, stop, 
and eventually reverse the growth of our 
greenhouse gas emissions. In 2002, I an-
nounced our first step: to reduce America’s 
greenhouse gas intensity by 18 percent 
through 2012. I’m pleased to say that we re-
main on track to meet this goal even as our 
economy has grown 17 percent. 

As we take these steps here at home, we’re 
also working internationally on a rational 
path to addressing global climate change. 
When I took office 7 years ago, we faced 
a problem. A number of nations around the 
world were preparing to implement the 
flawed approach of Kyoto Protocol. In 1997, 
the United States Senate took a look at the 
Kyoto approach and passed a resolution op-
posing the approach by a 95-to-nothing vote. 

The Kyoto Protocol would have required 
the United States to drastically reduce green-
house gas emissions. The impact of this 
agreement, however, would have been to 
limit our economic growth and to shift Amer-
ican jobs to other countries while allowing 
major developing nations to increase their 
emissions. Countries like China and India are 
experiencing rapid economic growth, and 
that’s good for their people, and it’s good for 
the world. This also means they’re emitting 
increasingly large quantities of greenhouse 
gases, which has consequences for the entire 
global climate. 

So the United States has launched, and the 
G–8 has embraced, a new process that brings 
together the countries responsible for most 
of the world’s emissions. We’re working to-
ward a climate agreement that includes the 
meaningful participation of every major 
economy and gives none a free ride. 

In support of this process, and based on 
technology advances and strong new policy, 
it is now time for the United States to look 
beyond 2012 and to take the next step. We’ve 
shown that we can slow emissions growth. 
But today I’m announcing a new national 
goal: to stop the growth of U.S. greenhouse 
gas emissions by 2025. 

To reach this goal, we will pursue an econ-
omy-wide strategy that builds on the solid 
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foundation that we have in place. As part of 
this strategy, we worked with Congress to 
pass energy legislation that specifies a new 
fuel economy standard of 35 miles per gallon 
by 2020 and requires fuel producers to sup-
ply at least 36 billion gallons of renewable 
fuel by 2022. This should provide an incen-
tive for shifting to a new generation of fuels, 
like cellulosic ethanol, that will reduce con-
cerns about food prices and the environment. 

We also mandated new objectives for the 
coming decade to increase the efficiency of 
lighting and appliances. We’re helping States 
achieve their goals for increasing renewable 
power and building-code efficiency by shar-
ing new technologies and providing tax in-
centives. We’re working to implement a new 
international agreement that will accelerate 
cuts in potent HCFC emissions. Taken to-
gether, these landmark actions will prevent 
billions of metric tons of greenhouse gas 
emissions from entering the atmosphere. 

These objectives are backed by a combina-
tion of new market-based regulations, new 
government incentives, and new funding for 
technology research. We’ve provided billions 
of dollars for next generation nuclear energy 
technologies. Along with the private sector, 
we’ve invested billions more to research, de-
velop, and commercially deploy renewable 
fuels, hydrogen fuel cells, advanced batteries, 
and other technologies to enable a new gen-
eration of vehicles and more reliable renew-
able power systems. 

In 2009 alone, the Government and the 
private sector plan to dedicate nearly a billion 
dollars to clean coal research and develop-
ment. Our incentives for power production 
from wind and solar energy have helped to 
more than quadruple its use. We worked 
with Congress to make available more than 
$40 billion in loan guarantees to support in-
vestments that will avoid, reduce, or seques-
ter greenhouse gas emissions or air pollut-
ants. And our farmers can now compete for 
substantial new conservation incentives to re-
store land and forests in ways that help cut 
greenhouse gases. 

We’re doing a lot to protect this environ-
ment. We’ve laid a solid foundation for fur-
ther progress, but these measures—while 
these measures will bring us a long way to 
achieving our new goal, we’ve got to do more 

in the power generation sector. To reach our 
2025 goal, we’ll need to more rapidly slow 
the growth of power sector greenhouse gas 
emissions so they peak within 10 to 15 years 
and decline thereafter. By doing so, we’ll re-
duce emission levels in the power sector well 
below where they were projected to be when 
we first announced our climate strategy in 
2002. 

There are a number of ways to achieve 
these reductions, but all responsible ap-
proaches depend on accelerating the devel-
opment and deployment of new tech-
nologies. 

As we approach this challenge, we face a 
growing problem here at home. Some courts 
are taking laws written more than 30 years 
ago, to primarily address local and regional 
environmental effects, and applying them to 
global climate change. Clean Air Act, the En-
dangered Species Act, and the National En-
vironmental Policy Act were never meant to 
regulate global climate. For example, under 
a Supreme Court decision last year, the 
Clean Air Act could be applied to regulate 
greenhouse gas emissions from vehicles. 
Now, this would automatically trigger regula-
tion under the Clean Air Act of greenhouse 
gases all across our economy, leading to what 
Energy and Commerce Committee chairman 
John Dingell last week called, quote, ‘‘a glo-
rious mess.’’ 

If these laws are stretched beyond their 
original intent, they could override the pro-
grams Congress just adopted and force the 
Government to regulate more than just pow-
erplant emissions. It could also force the 
Government to regulate smaller users and 
producers of energy, from schools and stores 
to hospitals and apartment buildings. This 
would make the Federal Government act like 
a local planning and zoning board. It would 
have a crippling effect on our entire econ-
omy. 

Decisions with such far-reaching impact 
should not be left to unelected regulators and 
judges. Such decisions should be opened— 
debated openly. Such decisions should be 
made by the elected representatives of the 
people they affect. The American people de-
serve an honest assessment of the costs, ben-
efits, and feasibility of any proposed solution. 
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This is the approach that Congress prop-
erly took last year on mandatory policies that 
will reduce emissions from cars and trucks 
and improve the efficiency of lighting and 
appliances. This year, Congress will soon be 
considering additional legislation that will af-
fect global climate change. I believe that con-
gressional debate should be guided by cer-
tain core principles and a clear appreciation 
that there is a wrong way and a right way 
to approach reducing greenhouse gas emis-
sions. Bad legislation would impose tremen-
dous costs on our economy and on American 
families without accomplishing the important 
climate change goals we share. 

The wrong way is to raise taxes, duplicate 
mandates, or demand sudden and drastic 
emissions cuts that have no chance of being 
realized and every chance of hurting our 
economy. The right way is to set realistic 
goals for reducing emissions, consistent with 
advances in technology, while increasing our 
energy security and ensuring our economy 
can continue to prosper and grow. 

The wrong way is to sharply increase gaso-
line prices, home heating bills for American 
families, and the cost of energy for American 
businesses. The right way is to adopt policies 
that spur investment in the new technologies 
needed to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
more cost effectively in the longer term with-
out placing unreasonable burdens on Amer-
ican consumers and workers in the short 
term. 

The wrong way is to jeopardize our energy 
and economic security by abandoning nu-
clear power and our Nation’s huge reserves 
of coal. The right way is to promote more 
emission-free nuclear power and encourage 
the investments necessary to produce elec-
tricity from coal without releasing carbon 
into the air. 

The wrong way is to unilaterally impose 
regulatory costs that put American busi-
nesses at a disadvantage with their competi-
tors abroad, which would simply drive Amer-
ican jobs overseas and increase emissions 
there. The right way is to ensure that all 
major economies are bound to take action 
and to work cooperatively with our partners 
for a fair and effective international climate 
agreement. 

The wrong way is to threaten punitive tar-
iffs and protective—protectionist barriers, 
start a carbon-based global trade war, and 
to stifle the diffusion of new technologies. 
The right way is to work to make advanced 
technology affordable and available in the de-
veloping world by lowering trade barriers, 
creating a global free market for clean energy 
technologies, and enhancing international co-
operation and technology investment. 

We must all recognize that in the long run, 
new technologies are the key to addressing 
climate change. But in the short run, they 
can be more expensive. And that is why I 
believe part of any solution means reforming 
today’s complicated mix of incentives to 
make the commercialization and use of new, 
lower emission technologies more competi-
tive. Today, we have different incentives for 
different technologies, from nuclear power 
to clean coal to wind and solar energy. What 
we need to do is consolidate them into a sin-
gle, expanded program with the following 
features. 

First, the incentive should be carbon- 
weighted to make lower emission power 
sources less expensive relative to higher 
emissions sources, and it should take into ac-
count our Nation’s energy security needs. 

Second, the incentive should be tech-
nology-neutral, because the Government 
should not be picking winners and losers in 
this emerging market. 

Third, the incentive should be long-lasting. 
It should provide a positive and reliable mar-
ket signal not only for the investment in a 
technology but also for the investments in 
domestic manufacturing capacity and infra-
structure that will help lower costs and scale 
up availability. 

Even with strong new incentives, many 
new technologies face regulatory and polit-
ical barriers. To pave the way for a new gen-
eration of nuclear powerplants, we must pro-
vide greater certainty on issues from licens-
ing to responsible management of spent fuel. 
The promise of carbon capture and storage 
depends on new pipelines and liability rules. 
Large-scale renewable energy installations 
are most likely to be built in sparsely popu-
lated areas, which will require advanced 
interstate transmission systems to deliver this 
power to major population centers. If we’re 
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serious about confronting climate change, 
then we have to be serious about addressing 
these obstacles. 

If we fully implement our new strong laws, 
adhere to the principles I’ve outlined, and 
adopt appropriate incentives, we will put 
America on an ambitious new track for 
greenhouse gas reductions. The growth in 
emissions will slow over the next decade, stop 
by 2025, and begin to reverse thereafter, so 
long as technology continues to advance. 

Our new 2025 goal marks a major step for-
ward in America’s efforts to address climate 
change. Yet even if we reduced our own 
emissions to zero tomorrow, we would not 
make a meaningful dent in solving the prob-
lem without concerted action by all major 
economies. So in connection with the major 
economies process we launched, we’re urg-
ing each country to develop its own national 
goals and plans to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions. 

Like many other countries, America’s na-
tional plan will be a comprehensive blend of 
market incentives and regulations to reduce 
emissions by encouraging clean and efficient 
energy technologies. We’re willing to include 
this plan in a binding international agree-
ment, so long as our fellow major economies 
are prepared to include their plans in such 
an agreement. We recognize that different 
nations will design different strategies, with 
goals and policies that reflect their unique 
energy resources and economic cir-
cumstances. But we can only make progress 
if their plans will make a real difference as 
well. 

The next step in the major economies 
process is a meeting this week in Paris, and 
I want to thank my friend President Sarkozy 
for hosting it. There representatives of all 
participating nations will lay the groundwork 
for a leaders’ meeting in conjunction with the 
G–8 summit in July. Our objective is to come 
together on a common approach that will 
contribute to the negotiations under the U.N. 
framework convention of global climate once 
the Kyoto Protocol expires in 2012. This ap-
proach must be environmentally effective 
and economically sustainable. 

To be effective, this approach will require 
commitments by all major economies to slow, 
stop, and eventually reverse the growth of 

greenhouse gas emissions. To be economi-
cally sustainable, this approach must foster 
the economic growth necessary to pay for in-
vestments in new technology and to raise liv-
ing standards. We must help countries in the 
developing world gain access to technologies 
as well as financing that will enable them to 
take a lower carbon path to economic growth. 

And then there will be the major econo-
mies leader meeting in July—that’s the one 
I’ll be going to—where we will seek agree-
ment on a long-term global goal for emissions 
reductions, as well as an agreement on how 
national plans will be a part of the post-2012 
approach. We’ll also seek to increase inter-
national cooperation among private firms and 
governments in key sectors such as power 
generation, auto manufacturing, renewable 
fuels, and aluminum and steel. 

We will work toward the creation of an 
international clean technology fund that will 
help finance low emissions energy projects 
in the developing world. We’ll call on all na-
tions to help spark a global clean energy revo-
lution by agreeing immediately to eliminate 
trade barriers on clean energy goods and 
services. 

The strategy I have laid out today shows 
faith in the ingenuity and enterprise of the 
American people, and that’s a resource that’s 
never going to run out. I’m confident that 
with sensible and balanced policies from 
Washington, American innovators and entre-
preneurs will pioneer a new generation of 
technology that improves our environment, 
strengthens our economy, and continues to 
amaze the world. 

Thanks for coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:45 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to President Nicolas Sarkozy of 
France. 

Remarks at the President’s 
Environmental Youth Awards 
Ceremony 
April 17, 2008 

Thanks for coming. Please be seated, and 
welcome to the Rose Garden. And thanks for 
bringing such good weather. [Laughter] 
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Laura and I are thrilled you’re here, and 
we are thrilled to honor young Americans 
who are helping their communities by safe-
guarding the environment. I’m really pleased 
that Steve is with us too. Thanks for coming. 
Debbie, thanks for being here. 

I want to welcome your parents and your 
sponsors, and I know they’re incredibly 
proud of you. I appreciate the dedication that 
you’ve shown to improve neighborhoods. I 
really thank the fact that you’re a person 
who’s willing to be a responsible citizen and 
take action. 

I’m pleased to have all the regional admin-
istrators here. It’s good to see friends from 
around the country. Thanks for coming. 
Thanks for serving the country. 

I appreciate the fact that you know that 
we live in a country of unbelievable splendor 
and beauty. And no matter which State we 
call home, we can always find the work of 
the Almighty in our State. And today we 
honor 36 young men and women who have 
devoted their time, energy, and creativity to 
being good stewards of that creation. And we 
appreciate the work you’re doing to preserve 
our beauty for generations to come. 

Students here today come from all across 
the country. And your accomplishments are 
as diverse as your home States. Steve will 
read out the accomplishments, but I’ll just 
touch on a few. 

First, for the people from New York who 
collected used books that would have ended 
up in landfills and donated them to schools 
and nursing homes and homeless shelters. 

Got people here from Massachusetts who 
worked with local fishermen to switch from 
using lead weights to using substances that 
didn’t have the potential to poison local birds. 

Virginia—the good folks from Virginia 
used—recycled electronic equipment so it 
wouldn’t end up polluting the environment. 
Makes a lot of sense; it’s a rational plan. 

Good people from Tennessee who led 
hundreds of members of the community to 
switch to more energy-efficient light bulbs, 
just like Laura insisted we did here at the 
White House. [Laughter] 

How about the good folks from Wash-
ington State who worked with the school dis-
trict and helped save more than a half a mil-

lion dollars by encouraging teachers to re-
duce their energy use in the classroom. 

These are practical ways to help protect 
our environment. And one way to thank you 
is to have the Administrator present awards 
to you. You set a great example for people 
around the country, and you set a great exam-
ple for the Government. We’re focused on 
conserving and protecting our environment. 
I don’t know if you know this or not, but 
in—we created the Northwestern Hawaii Is-
land Marine National Monument, which is 
the largest single conservation area in our 
Nation’s history and the largest protected 
marine area in the world. And we did so be-
cause there are more than 7,000 species in 
the monument, and a quarter of them exist 
nowhere else on the Earth. And the good 
news is, Laura went over to dedicate the 
monument and did a fabulous job. 

We’re working hard to protect our wildlife. 
Through the principle of cooperative con-
servation, which means we bring together 
different stakeholders—conservationists and 
sportsmen and local leaders and Federal, 
State, and tribal authorities—to protect spe-
cies that are at risk. 

We’re protecting our—and strengthening 
our National Park System. One way to dedi-
cate ourselves to conservation is to take that 
which is already in existence and make it bet-
ter. And so last year, I announced the Na-
tional Park Centennial Initiative, which is a 
great plan to enhance our national parks dur-
ing the decade leading up to the 100th anni-
versary in 2016. This is an initiative that’s 
going to allow the Park System to hire more 
park rangers and to increase the use of tech-
nology and upgrade its facilities and its his-
toric buildings. I’m looking forward to work-
ing with Congress to make sure this effort’s 
fully funded. 

And finally, we’re working to ensure that 
America can develop alternative energy 
sources and develop new technologies so we 
can address global climate change without 
harming the economy. And I believe we can 
do both. I believe we can be good stewards 
of the environment, and I believe we can 
grow our economy, which we’re going to 
have to do to be able to afford the tech-
nologies necessary to change. 
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So yesterday I announced an important na-
tional goal, which is stopping the growth in 
U.S. greenhouse gases emissions by 2025. It’s 
a goal we can achieve. It’s important to set 
realistic goals and then work hard to achieve 
those goals. 

The key to keeping the—making this work 
is to unleash the entrepreneurial spirit of the 
country and to develop the new technologies 
that will allow us to utilize cleaner, more effi-
cient energy sources, which, by the way, will 
have the beneficial effect of becoming— 
making us less dependent on oil, particularly 
oil that comes from parts of the world where 
the people may not exactly like us. So in 
other words, we’re working on our national 
security and our economic security and, at 
the same time, having the beneficial effect 
of being wise stewards of the environment. 

But today you’re tired of hearing about an 
old guy speak. We want to hear the stories 
of young people—young people who will be 
the future leaders of the country, young peo-
ples who have laid out a strategy as to how 
to protect their local communities and have 
done so. 

And so I welcome you here. I ask Laura 
and Steve to join me here on the podium 
to present the awards. Congratulations. Wel-
come to the Rose Garden, and thanks for 
coming. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:03 a.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Environmental Protection Agency 
Administrator Stephen L. Johnson and his wife, 
Debbie. 

The President’s News Conference 
With Prime Minister Gordon Brown 
of the United Kingdom 
April 17, 2008 

President Bush. Thank you all. Mr. Prime 
Minister, welcome to the Rose Garden. Glad 
you’re here. It’s a beautiful day. I’m—been 
a pleasure to welcome a good friend to the 
Oval Office and had a good discussion. 

Appreciate our special relationship with 
Britain, and I believe that the actions we’ve 
taken are making it stronger. We spent time 
talking about the terrorists and extremists. I 
would remind my fellow citizens that just 

days after the Prime Minister took office, his 
country was attacked by murderers and ex-
tremists, and he handled the situation bril-
liantly. Prime Minister Brown understands 
our enemies remain determined to strike our 
countries and to kill our people. He and I 
share a determination, a fierce determination 
that these evil men must be stopped and that 
we can defeat their hateful ideology by the 
spreading of liberty and freedom. 

We’re working together in Iraq. I want 
to—appreciate the sacrifice of the British 
troops, their families, and the British people. 
During the recent fighting in the Basra Prov-
ince, our nations coordinated our support for 
the Iraqi security forces as they took on ex-
tremists and criminals. I was most thankful 
for the brilliance of the British helicopter 
crews that fired under courage and helped 
evacuate wounded Iraqi soldiers. 

I talked to the Prime Minister about my 
meetings with General Petraeus and Ambas-
sador Crocker and why I made the decision 
I made about our troop levels in Iraq. I ap-
preciate the fact that the Prime Minister 
briefed me on what the British commanders 
are saying about Iraq. The key thing there 
is that we’re working very closely together 
and that we’re making progress. 

I also talked about Afghanistan with the 
Prime Minister. Appreciate the 7,900 British 
troops that are serving bravely in that coun-
try. We talked about the very successful 
NATO summit that we just concluded in Ro-
mania. We talked about our commitment to 
see to it that we succeed in Afghanistan. 

Spent some time on Iran. Our position is 
clear, that we’re going to work together, 
along with other nations, to make it abun-
dantly clear to the Iranian regime that they 
must not have the capability of developing 
a nuclear weapon. 

We talked about Zimbabwe, and I appre-
ciate Gordon Brown’s strong position on that 
issue. And I appreciate the fact that he went 
to the United Nations and made it abun-
dantly clear that which I feel as well, which 
is, you can’t have elections unless you’re will-
ing to put the results out. What kind of elec-
tion is it if you not let the will of the people 
be known? 

I appreciate those in the region who have 
spoken out on this issue. Appreciate the fact 
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that some in the region have spoken out 
against violence. More leaders in the region 
need to speak out. And the United Nations 
and the AU must play an active role in resolv-
ing the situation in Zimbabwe. 

We shared our deep concern about the 
people in Darfur. And I share frustrations 
that the United Nations-AU peacekeeping 
force is slow in arriving. I made the decision 
not to put our troops in there on the expecta-
tion that the United Nations, along with the 
AU, could be effective. And they haven’t 
been as effective as they should be, and we’ll 
continue to work to help them. 

We talked about our joint desire to train 
health care workers in Ethiopia, Kenya, Mo-
zambique, and Zambia, as well as our contin-
ued effort to confront disease, whether it be 
malaria and HIV/AIDS. 

And then, of course, we spent time on our 
economy—ies. [Laughter] That would be 
two economies. We first spent some time on 
the global financial markets. And then we 
spent time talking about what each of us are 
doing in our respective countries to deal with 
our financial circumstances. 

We spent some time on trade. The worst 
signal we could send during this global un-
certainty is that the world is going to become 
more protectionist and less willing to open 
up markets. And I want to thank Gordon 
Brown for his strong belief that the Doha 
rounds ought to proceed. I agree with you, 
sir, and believe we can make good progress 
toward that end. 

We talked about the climate change issue. 
I gave a speech right here in the Rose Gar-
den yesterday. I don’t know whether any of 
our press corps read it, but it was a far-reach-
ing speech that talked about our commit-
ment to deal with the issue in such a way 
that we can develop technologies without 
wrecking our economy. And it was in clear 
recognition that unless countries like China 
and India are at the table, any agreement 
is not going to work. And I assured the Prime 
Minister that by the time the G–8 comes, 
we will work hard to make sure we can reach 
an international consensus that will be effec-
tive. 

All in all, we had a fabulous conversation. 
I’m looking forward to dinner tonight. The 
Prime Minister is bringing his wife, Sarah, 

up here to the White House. And I’m— 
Laura and I are going to cook you up a meal. 
[Laughter] Well, we’ll eat one with you. 
[Laughter] Thanks for coming. 

Prime Minister Brown. Thank you very 
much, sir. Mr. President, let me first of all 
thank you for your warm welcome, for your 
hospitality, and for your offer to cook the 
meal this evening. And let me thank you most 
of all for your leadership. The world owes 
President George Bush a huge debt of grati-
tude for leading the world in our determina-
tion to root out terrorism and to ensure that 
there is no safe haven for terrorism and no 
hiding place for terrorists. 

It’s my profound belief that over many 
decades, no international partnership has 
served the world better than the special rela-
tionship between our two countries, the 
United States and the United Kingdom. And 
following our excellent meeting, I’m able to 
report that the bond between our two coun-
tries is stronger than ever. 

From the darkest days of the Second 
World War, when the strongest transatlantic 
partnership was forged to defend freedom, 
to the challenges we face together against 
terrorism in every part of the world, our alli-
ance will remain strong and steadfast in 
standing for freedom and for justice. And we 
will continue to work together with the stren-
uous efforts we are making together in Iraq 
and Afghanistan. 

Today we agreed our determination that 
in advance of the July G–8 meeting in Japan, 
where all the major economies will meet to-
gether, we will do everything in our power 
to ensure economic stability and growth. We 
should be vigilant in maintaining the 
proactive approach to monetary and fiscal 
policy to enable our economies to resume 
their paths of upward growth. We want all 
our international partners to do the same. To 
ensure greater confidence in the financial 
system, all countries should ensure the im-
mediate implementation of the plans for 
transparency and disclosure and risk manage-
ment agreed by our finance ministers. 

We agreed to work—and President Bush 
has just referred to this—for an early world 
trade deal that will give new confidence to 
the international economy at this time. An 
enhanced dialog between oil consumers and 
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oil producers, with rising output from the oil- 
producing countries, should help stabilize 
and then cut the price of oil, now at over 
$110 a barrel. 

We want to work with the World Bank and 
agricultural producers to enhance food sup-
ply, tackle food shortages, and increase agri-
cultural production. And both Britain and 
America are taking action to help the housing 
market for homeowners and those who want 
to buy their homes for the first time. 

President Bush and I also talked about an 
agreed new work programs between our two 
governments on development. And let me 
acknowledge the pioneering work of Presi-
dent Bush’s administration in tackling on the 
African continent HIV/AIDS and addressing 
the scandal of avoidable deaths from malaria. 

We agreed to work together, as President 
Bush has just said, to increase the number 
of doctors, nurses, and midwives in Ethiopia, 
Kenya, Mozambique, and Zambia, a down 
payment which, if extended to the whole of 
Africa, would lead to 11⁄2 million more health 
service—health care workers. 

At the same time, the professionalism and 
commitment of our brave forces serving 
alongside America with determination in 
Iraq and Afghanistan was a subject of much 
of our discussions. We praise the commit-
ment of the troops of both America and Brit-
ain and all who serve in these two countries. 
And we believe that our program of 
overwatch in Basra, in the south of Iraq, is 
making substantial progress. At the same 
time, we’ve agreed at the NATO summit in 
Bucharest measures that we can take so that 
we match the military effort in Afghanistan 
with proposals that will enable economic and 
social development of that country. America 
and Britain have the first and second largest 
number of forces in both these countries, and 
we are determined on the success of our mis-
sions. 

We reiterated our common stand on 
Darfur, and we want to see talks from the 
rebels and the Government working to-
gether. We reiterated our common stand also 
on Burma, where it is important to repeat 
the call for reconciliation. And on the situa-
tion in Zimbabwe, President Bush has made 
a strong statement that I entirely endorse, 
calling for full democratic rights of the 

Zimbabwean people to be respected, and 
that elections that happen have got to be not 
only reported but be fair and be seen to be 
fair in the interest of democracy, not just in 
Zimbabwe but the reputation of democracy 
throughout Africa and the world. 

We have repeated our common commit-
ments in the fight against terrorism and will 
continue to work together at every level to 
defeat terrorism wherever it is. Iran con-
tinues to defy the will of the international 
community. And we are agreed on the need 
to strengthen the sanctions regime and en-
sure that these sanctions are effectively im-
plemented. I will be talking to my European 
colleagues in the next few days about how 
we can move forward with both these issues 
throughout Europe. And we want to extend 
measures to include investment in liquefied 
national gas. 

We also discussed climate change, fol-
lowing President Bush’s announcement yes-
terday. And we agreed we must work inter-
nationally to secure progress at the G–8 and 
towards a post-Kyoto deal on climate change. 

President, this is an ambitious agenda that 
we share together. It can only be achieved 
by closer cooperation that will happen over 
these next few months. I look forward to con-
tinuing to work with President Bush and his 
administration in taking it forward. And 
thank you for your warm welcome and hospi-
tality. 

President Bush. Yes, sir. We’ll take two 
questions a side. Hunt. Terry Hunt [Associ-
ated Press]. 

War on Terror in Iraq/2008 Presidential 
Elections 

Q. Thank you, Mr. President. You said last 
week that Iraq was not an endless war, but 
others have called it an open-ended war and 
a war with no end in sight. Do you agree 
with those descriptions? 

And, Mr. Prime Minister, you met today 
with the three candidates who want to suc-
ceed President Bush. Did you feel a special 
kinship with any one of them? And do you 
think that the transatlantic relationship will 
improve under the next President? Thank 
you. 

President Bush. One of those three has 
a good chance of winning. [Laughter] Look, 
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I’m interested in succeeding in Iraq. I mean, 
it’s—this is a mission that is succeeding on 
the security front; it’s getting better on the 
economic front; and it’s improving on the po-
litical front. 

And therefore, my statement has been, 
we’ll have the troops there necessary to suc-
ceed. It’s—it hasn’t been easy. It’s been dif-
ficult. It’s taking longer than I anticipated, 
but it’s worth it. A failure in Iraq would em-
bolden Al Qaida, would give Al Qaida a huge 
victory, enable them to more likely establish 
safe haven in a wealthy country from which 
to launch attacks against us. 

And a failure in Iraq would send a message 
to Iran that the United States and its allies 
were not intent upon making sure that they 
stay within the borders of their country and 
stop promoting terrorism through organiza-
tions like Hizballah. And they wouldn’t take 
us seriously when it came to stopping their 
desires to have a nuclear weapon. Failure in 
Iraq would send a message to our friends: 
You can’t count on America. 

Success in Iraq will be a significant blow 
to both Al Qaida and Iran’s ambitions. And 
it’s worth it, in my judgment, to succeed 
against Al Qaida, the very country—the very 
group of people that attacked our country 
and those who would like to do so again, even 
on a more massive scale. And it’s worth it 
to say to the theocrats in Iran that you must 
reform and that we’re going to work to pre-
vent you from having a nuclear weapon. 

And so when it comes to troop levels and 
duration, my question is, what does it take 
to win? And General Petraeus thinks we can 
win with fewer troops. That’s why I accepted 
the recommendation. General Petraeus and 
Ryan Crocker know that the troops were nec-
essary to provide stability for the political 
progress to be made—that’s being made and 
for the economy to improve. And so, so long 
as I’m the President, my measure of success 
is victory and success. 

Q. [Inaudible] 
President Bush. I’ve only got 10 more 

months left of the Presidency. 
Prime Minister Brown. There’s no artifi-

cial timetable here. Let’s not forget that Iraq 
is now a democracy, that democratic rights 
have been restored to the Iraqi people, that 
we’re now building schools and hospitals, 

seeing economic development. And I’m par-
ticularly referring to the area where we have 
responsibility, and that is Basra. 

And let us also remember that there is 
progress in Iraqis now being able to take 
more control of their own affairs. And we’re 
now in a situation where we’ve trained up 
20,000 Iraqi forces, 22,000 Iraqi policemen 
and women. We’ve got more to do in that 
area. And so our role in training the Iraqis, 
making it possible for them, as they did in 
the Basra operation, to assume more control 
of their own affairs is the way that we want 
to move from combat to overwatch in Iraq. 
And that’s exactly what we’re going to do. 

And we’re going to combine that with 
building up local government where there 
will be local government elections that will 
force militias to make a choice between the 
democratic process and armed insurrection. 
And at the same time, economic and social 
development will be pushed forward. And we 
are having a conference in London in the 
next few days where Iraqis and others will 
look at how we can move forward with the 
reconstruction and economic development of 
the area, so that people have a stake in the 
future, they have jobs, businesses are being 
created, and Iraq—and Iraqis are now run-
ning their own affairs. 

It is—if I might answer your second ques-
tion, it is for Americans to decide who their 
President is going to be. I was delighted to 
meet the three Presidential candidates who 
remain in the field. What I was convinced 
of after talking to each of them—and talking 
about the issues that concern them and con-
cern the world—is that the relationship be-
tween America and Britain will remain 
strong, remain steadfast. It will be one that 
will be able to rise to the challenges of the 
future. And I look forward to continuing my 
discussions with all three of them over the 
next few months. 

President Bush. Yes, call on one of 
these—— 

Prime Minister Brown. Nick. I thought 
you usually called Nick. [Laughter] 

Global Economy/United Kingdom’s 
Government 

President Bush. I was afraid Nick might 
ask me a question this time. [Laughter] 
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Q. The last thing I’d like to do is dis-
appoint you, Mr. President. [Laughter] 

President Bush. Nick, you need a hat, my 
boy; you need a hat. [Laughter] 

Q. I thought of getting one saying—— 
President Bush. That’s right. [Laughter] 
Q. Mr. President, Prime Minister, Nick 

Robinson of BBC News. The Prime Minister 
has repeatedly said that Britain’s economic 
difficulties started here in the United States. 
Do the solutions to them have to begin here 
as well? 

And, Prime Minister, if I could ask you, 
you’ve got a very important agenda here on 
this trip, and yet at home, increasingly you’re 
being criticized from within your own polit-
ical party. What is going wrong in your party 
and Government, and what are you going to 
do about it? 

Prime Minister Brown. I’m sticking to 
the job, and I’m getting on with the job. And 
I think people understand that there is a dif-
ficult situation around the world. We did 
have a credit crunch. It did mean that there 
were problems that started in the financial 
institutions in America, but these are prob-
lems now in Europe. There are problems in 
Britain. There are problems in every country 
of the world. And one of the issues that we’re 
dealing with is that the issues that brought 
about the credit crunch are combined to ris-
ing food prices around the world, rising oil 
prices, and the threat of inflation in certain 
areas as well. 

And I’m satisfied that the discussions 
we’ve had today with President Bush, yester-
day in Wall Street—I’m meeting Ben 
Bernanke, the head of the Federal Reserve 
tomorrow—show the common ground we 
have in dealing with the issues ahead and 
in getting the economy to a position where 
markets are moving again, where growth is 
restored on an upward path, and where peo-
ple can feel more safe and more secure about 
their jobs. 

What matters to me is that people feel safe 
and secure about the future, about their 
prospects, and about their jobs. And that’s 
why we will not hesitate to take any action 
that is necessary to keep the economy moving 
forward. 

That’s why I’ve outlined today measures 
that include what we can do in the housing 

market, what we can do to tackle food price 
rises, what we can do to tackle oil price rises. 
And that’s why it’s important that there is 
coordination across the Atlantic, indeed, co-
ordination between all the major industrial 
powers, so that we can all contribute what 
each of us can in each continent to the proc-
ess of restoring both confidence in the world 
economy and stability and growth. And we 
will continue to do that. 

And as far as the domestic situation back 
home, is it? I will continue to do the right 
thing and do what is right for the British 
economy and the British people. 

President Bush. We’re in a rough patch 
right now. We had a pretty good run, as a 
matter of fact, had the most consecutive 
months of job growth in the country’s history. 
And our housing market went soft, and it 
began to affect the financial markets. 

So we’ve done a—taken a variety of steps. 
First, we’re trying to help creditworthy peo-
ple stay in their homes. I don’t know what 
it’s like in Britain, but here, the guy who gave 
you your mortgage generally doesn’t own the 
paper anymore. They bundled it up and sold 
it somewhere else, and it’s hard to find some-
body to renegotiate with. So we put a system 
in place that helps creditworthy homeowners 
renegotiate. In other words, we want to help 
people stay in their homes. 

I’m not particularly interested in bailing 
out lenders or speculators. But I am inter-
ested in helping hard-working Americans be 
able to find a way to stay in their homes. 
And it’s been effective—effective program. 

Secondly, we worked with Congress on a 
progrowth package, over $150 billion of tax 
cuts, most of which will start hitting people’s 
mailboxes and/or accounts in the second 
week of May. Some of the incentives in the 
progrowth package are for small businesses 
and businesses with accelerated appreciation, 
incentives to invest. And it’s beginning to 
kick in a little bit, but the program hasn’t 
really taken effect. I mean, the consumers 
don’t have their checks yet. And we feel good 
that this will help our economy. 

And finally, the Fed, which is an inde-
pendent from the White House, I might add, 
has taken some strong actions to enhance li-
quidity in the system. And I’m—we’ll work 
with Congress on pieces of legislation that 
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will actually help people, and I’ll take a dim 
view of legislation that will make it harder 
for the economy to correct. 

Yes, Toby [Tabassum Zakaria, Reuters]. 

Iran/Global Food Prices/Energy 
Q. Thank you, Mr. President. Mr. Presi-

dent, Mr. ElBaradei of the IAEA said today 
that Iran’s progress in developing uranium 
enrichment is slow, and that its centrifuges 
are older models. So how do you reconcile 
that with the U.S. view that Iran is a major 
nuclear threat? 

President Bush. Yes. 
Q. And, Prime Minister Brown, what con-

crete measures can Western governments 
take to address the soaring food prices? And 
do you think that there should be a rethink-
ing of biofuel policy? 

President Bush. Let me start on Iran 
here. If they learn how to enrich, it is knowl-
edge which can be used to develop a nuclear 
weapon. They claimed that they’ve got a civil-
ian program in place, that this is only for civil-
ian purposes. If that’s the case, why did they 
have a secret program? Why have they vio-
lated the IAEA? And so our objective is to, 
on the one hand, recognize they have a sov-
ereign right to have civilian power by joining 
Russia and providing them with the fuel nec-
essary to run their civilian nuclear facility, 
and then having them honor the agreements 
they’ve signed up to. 

They have proven themselves to be 
untrustworthy. And, you know, to say that, 
well, okay, it’s okay to let them learn to en-
rich, and assume that that program and 
knowledge couldn’t be transferred to a pro-
gram, a military program, is, in my judgment, 
naive. And that is why the United States, in 
working with Britain and France and Ger-
many and the United Nations Security Coun-
cil, is all aiming to say to the Iranians, 
verifiably suspend your program, and there’s 
a better way forward for you. 

And so it’s—our diplomatic efforts are on-
going, and I appreciate the fact that Great 
Britain has been a great country to work with 
on this issue, because Gordon Brown seri-
ously sees the threat, as do I. And now is 
the time to confront the threat. And I believe 
we can solve the problem diplomatically, and 

that is why we’re working to verifiably sus-
pend their enrichment. 

Prime Minister Brown. Well, I make no 
apology for saying that we will extend sanc-
tions, where possible, on Iran. Iran is in 
breach of the nonproliferation treaty. Iran 
has not told the truth to the international 
community about what its plans are. And 
that’s why I’m talking to other European 
leaders about how we can extend European 
sanctions against Iran over the next period 
of time and to ensure that what sanctions 
are taken are effectively implemented and to 
monitor the effect on the Iranian regime 
where we see high inflation in Iran that is 
not properly disclosed by the regime and the 
effect that sanctions are actually beginning 
to have on that country. 

So in the next few weeks, we want to ex-
tend the measures and sanctions to include 
investment in liquefied natural gas. I believe 
that sends another signal to the regime that 
what is happening is unacceptable. I’m 
pleased Secretary of State Rice is here with 
us today, because we will support her in the 
efforts that are being made, working with our 
other partners, including of course Russia 
and China, on this to make sure that Iran 
recognizes that it cannot ignore the inter-
national community and its obligations at 
its—without—with impunity. 

You also asked about food prices. I’m call-
ing a meeting in London in the next few days 
with the head of the World Food Programme 
to discuss what we can do to deal with the 
situation that is producing food riots in many 
countries, the lowest supplies of food for 30 
years, shortages of food in many continents 
and many countries that are making people 
worried about whether, in some countries, 
they can actually feed the people. 

Now, there are long and detailed causes 
for why this is happening. In Asia, people’s 
demand for better and higher quality of food 
means that more agricultural production is 
needed. Subsidies in some areas have meant 
that there is less agricultural production in 
Africa than there should be. The World Food 
Programme is wanting and has issued an ap-
peal for more support. And we and America 
have already offered more support to help 
feed people who are in the greatest of dif-
ficulty. 
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And in the long term, yes, we will look 
at biofuels, where we’ve withdrawn some of 
the subsidies for biofuels. We’ve got to get 
it absolutely right, but we’re dealing with the 
environmental issue as well as dealing with 
the problem of increased production of food. 
And of course we’ve got to increase, gen-
erally, our ability to produce more food for 
more of the world’s people over the next few 
years. 

So, yes, we must act immediately, and, yes, 
we must have a long-term plan. The world 
needs to have more supply of food to meet 
the rising demand of people around the 
world. 

United Kingdom-U.S. Relations/United 
Kingdom’s Economy 

Q. Mr. President, I notice your warm 
words at the start there. Some people would 
suggest that the special relationship is a little 
less special than it was under Mr. Brown’s 
predecessor. Is that true or false? 

And, Prime Minister, a domestic question, 
I’m afraid—— 

President Bush. False. [Laughter] 
Q. ——a member of your Government ap-

pears upset enough tonight about the aboli-
tion of the 10p rate to consider resigning. 
Isn’t it time for you to at least consider unrav-
eling that particular change? 

President Bush. False, if you didn’t hear 
me. Now, we got a great relationship. And 
it’s—we’re working on a variety of issues. Lis-
ten, our special relationship has been forged 
in common values in history, and we’re mak-
ing history together. And we’re dealing with 
a lot of problems. The most severe problem, 
as far as I’m concerned, is the willingness 
of people to murder innocent people to 
achieve their political objectives. I mean, this 
is the fundamental threat facing civilization 
in the 21st century. 

And Prime Minister Brown sees the threat. 
I mean, he had to live through the threat. 
And so it’s—our relationship is very special, 
and it’s—I’m confident future Presidents will 
keep it that way. There’s just such a unique-
ness in the relationship. That’s not to say you 
can’t have other friends, and we do. But this 
is a unique relationship, truly is. And I value 
my personal friendship as well as our—the 
relationship between our countries. 

Look, if there wasn’t a personal relation-
ship, I wouldn’t be inviting the man to a nice 
hamburger or something—[laughter]—well- 
done, I might add. 

Prime Minister Brown. I’m very proud 
to be here today to celebrate a special rela-
tionship. In 1941, Winston Churchill met 
Franklin Roosevelt and inaugurated what is 
the modern phase of that special relationship. 
And Churchill said at the time, ‘‘Same lan-
guage, same hymns’’—he said, ‘‘Same ideals, 
same values; something big is happening.’’ 
And what was big that happened was that 
never before has a relationship yielded so 
much in the 1940s against—in the fight 
against fascism and the cold war that then 
followed where we worked together. In the 
fight against terrorism, we’re—as Tony Blair 
said, we stand shoulder to shoulder with the 
American people and with President Bush. 
And I continue to stand shoulder to shoulder 
with him in rooting out terrorism wherever 
we find it, in any part of the world which 
puts freedom, democracy, and justice at risk. 

And what I think is fascinating is that over 
the next few months, we will be developing 
that special relationship in new ways—a spe-
cial relationship of peoples as well as of gov-
ernments; more cooperation between our 
universities and more exchanges between 
young people in Britain and young people 
in America; more scientific cooperation; 
more cooperation in the fight against cancer, 
whether a joint project—the Human Ge-
nome Project—where we’re working to-
gether; environmental action, where the in-
stitutes in Britain and America are agreeing 
this week to have more cooperation; and 
right across the board, as we take the English 
language, Britain and America, and make it 
a gift and then offer it to the rest of the world 
to make it possible for millions of people in 
different parts of the world to learn the 
English language. 

So this is a special relationship, not just 
of governments but of peoples. And I look 
forward to its enhancement at all levels in 
the years to come. And I will work as hard 
as President Bush to make that relationship 
as strong and as enduring for the future. 

You asked also about our economic poli-
cies. We have low inflation; therefore, we’ve 
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brought down interest rates. We have low 
debt; therefore, we can afford to spend more. 

We’ve made a major tax reform. And you 
ask about the 10p rate. Let’s not forget that 
this April, the tax rate in Britain, the basic 
rate of tax is going down from 22 pence to 
20 pence. We’ve virtually doubled child ben-
efit for families over the last 10 years and 
raised it again this year, and we’ll raise it next 
year. We’re raising the child tax credit. We’ve 
got a new winter allowance addition for pen-
sioners so that they can meet the fuel bills. 
And every area where the 10p rate has af-
fected people, whether it be low-paid work-
ers or pensioners or whether it be families 
with children, we have acted to see that we 
could do the best by people in our country. 

Now, of course a tax reform is a big thing, 
but when you’re reducing the basic rate from 
22 pence to 20 pence—the first time it’s been 
achieved, the lowest tax rate, basic tax rate 
for 75 years—it is an important thing to do. 
And I’m satisfied that once people under-
stand the scale of the good things that we 
have been able to do in reforming the tax 
system and making it better—and that we’re 
tackling poverty, as they do in America, by 
introducing and increasing tax credits for the 
poorest people—then whatever questions 
people have about these changes can be an-
swered. 

Yes, they’re important changes. They move 
the British economy forward. We have just 
seen this week that despite all the world dif-
ficulties, we have the highest employment 
rates at any time in our history. We have 
lower unemployment than at any time for 30 
years. We have more vacancies in the econ-
omy, and that, combined with low inflation, 
a stable economy, lower interest rates—as 
we’ve managed to achieve over the last few 
weeks—means that the British economy is 
well positioned to face the challenges of the 
future and will continue to be so. 

And my answer to people who say what 
is happening domestically is, we are taking 
the right long-term decisions for the British 
economy, whether it’s on nuclear power or 
on housing or on planning or infrastructure. 
And of course, at some times, people ask 
questions about whether you’re doing the 
right thing. But we will see these long-term 
changes through, and these are the right 

long-term changes for Britain and for the 
British people. 

President Bush. You guys want to sit out 
here for the afternoon or—[laughter]. Thank 
you, Mr. Prime Minister. 

Prime Minister Brown. Thank you very 
much. 

President Bush. Yes. Thank you. 
Prime Minister Brown. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
2:43 p.m. in the Rose Garden at the White House. 
In his remarks, the President referred to Gen. 
David H. Petraeus, USA, commanding general, 
Multi-National Force—Iraq. Prime Minister 
Brown referred to Executive Director Josette 
Sheeran of the World Food Programme; and 
former Prime Minister Tony Blair of the United 
Kingdom. A reporter referred to Director General 
Mohamed ElBaradei of the International Atomic 
Energy Agency. 

Statement on the 25th Anniversary of 
the Terrorist Attack on the American 
Embassy in Beirut, Lebanon 

April 17, 2008 

On April 18, 1983, the Islamic Jihad orga-
nization, known today as the terrorist group 
Hizballah, detonated a massive car bomb at 
the American Embassy in Beirut killing 52 
people—17 Americans and 35 Lebanese citi-
zens. The Beirut Embassy bombing was at 
the time the most deadly terrorist attack 
against the United States in our history. On 
the 25th anniversary of that bombing, we 
mourn for those who perished, and we honor 
the sacrifice of their family and friends and 
of the many who were wounded. This occa-
sion is a timely reminder of the danger our 
diplomats, military personnel, and locally 
employed staff bear in their service to the 
United States. 

Since the Beirut attack, we and citizens 
of many countries have suffered more attacks 
at the hands of Hizballah and other terrorists 
backed by the regimes in Tehran and Damas-
cus, which use terror and violence against in-
nocent civilians. All nations should condemn 
such brutal attacks and recognize that the 
purposeful targeting of civilians is immoral 
and unjustifiable. 
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The people of Lebanon have spent the 
better part of three decades living under the 
threat of violence, assassinations, and other 
forms of intimidation. Despite this, they and 
their leaders continue to work for a peaceful 
and democratic future, even as Syria, Iran, 
and their Lebanese proxies seek to under-
mine Lebanese democracy and institutions. 
The United States will continue to stand with 
the Lebanese Government and the Lebanese 
people as they struggle to preserve their 
hard-won sovereignty and independence, en-
deavor to provide justice for victims of ter-
rorism and political violence, and continue 
to seek the election of a president committed 
to these principles. 

Proclamation 8240—To Take 
Certain Actions Under the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act and the 
Generalized System of Preferences 
and for Other Purposes 
April 17, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of 

1974, as amended (the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section 
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106–200) 
(AGOA), authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the 
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a ‘‘beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country’’ if the Presi-
dent determines that the country meets the 
eligibility requirements set forth in section 
104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), as well 
as the eligibility criteria set forth in section 
502 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462). 

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the 
President to designate a country listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as an ‘‘eligible sub- 
Saharan African country’’ if the President de-
termines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements. 

3. Section 112(c) of the AGOA, as amend-
ed in section 6002 of the Africa Investment 
Incentive Act of 2006 (Division D, Title VI, 
Public Law 109–432) (19 U.S.C. 3721(c)), 

provides special rules for certain apparel arti-
cles imported from ‘‘lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.’’ 

4. Pursuant to section 104 of the AGOA 
and section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act, I 
have determined that the Republic of Togo 
(Togo) meets the eligibility requirements set 
forth or referenced therein, and I have de-
cided to designate Togo as an eligible sub- 
Saharan African country and as a beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country. 

5. I further determine that Togo satisfies 
the criterion for treatment as a ‘‘lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try’’ under section 112(c)(5)(D) of the 
AGOA, as amended. 

6. Presidential Proclamation 8114 of 
March 19, 2007, implemented section 112 
of the AGOA, as amended. Technical correc-
tions to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of 
the United States (HTS) are necessary to im-
plement the intended tariff treatment. 

7. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502(a) of 
the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(a)), the 
President is authorized to designate coun-
tries as beneficiary developing countries, and 
to designate any beneficiary developing 
country as a least-developed beneficiary de-
veloping country, for purposes of the Gener-
alized System of Preferences (GSP) program. 

8. In Executive Order 12302 of April 1, 
1981, the President designated the Solomon 
Islands as a beneficiary developing country 
for purposes of the GSP program. Pursuant 
to section 502(a)(2) of the 1974 Act, and hav-
ing considered the factors set forth in sec-
tions 501 and 502(c), I have determined that 
the Solomon Islands should be designated as 
a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the GSP program. 

9. In calendar year 2006, imports from Ja-
maica under subheading 2202.90.37 of the 
HTS exceeded the relevant competitive need 
limitation (CNL) set forth in 19 U.S.C. 
2463(c)(2). Pursuant to section 503(c)(2)(A) 
of the 1974 Act, where imports of articles 
exceed the relevant CNL in a calendar year, 
the President shall withdraw duty-free treat-
ment for such article by July 1 of the fol-
lowing year and modify the HTS accordingly. 

10. On January 6, 1987, Colombia was 
granted a waiver of the CNL for imports 
under HTS subheading 1701.11.05. Despite 
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the existing waiver of the CNL, on July 5, 
2001, duty-free treatment was withdrawn in 
error for imports from Colombia under HTS 
subheading 1701.11.05 because import levels 
exceeded the relevant CNL in calendar year 
2000. A technical correction to the HTS is 
required to reflect the waiver of the CNL 
for imports from Colombia under HTS sub-
heading 1701.11.05. 

11. In Presidential Proclamation 8097 of 
December 29, 2006, I modified the HTS 
pursuant to section 1206(a) of the Omnibus 
Trade and Competitiveness Act of 1988 (19 
U.S.C. 3006(a)) to conform the HTS to the 
International Convention on the Har-
monized Commodity Description and Cod-
ing System (the ‘‘Convention’’). Additional 
conforming changes to the HTS are required 
to implement the intended tariff treatment. 

12. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2483), as amended, authorizes the President 
to embody in the HTS the substance of rel-
evant provisions of that Act, or other acts af-
fecting import treatment, and of actions 
taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to section 104 of the AGOA and title V and 
section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461– 
67, 2483), do proclaim that: 

(1) Togo is designated as an eligible sub- 
Saharan African country and as a beneficiary 
sub-Saharan African country for purposes of 
the AGOA. 

(2) In order to reflect this designation in 
the HTS, general note 16(a) to the HTS is 
modified by inserting in alphabetical se-
quence in the list of beneficiary sub-Saharan 
African countries ‘‘Republic of Togo,’’ effec-
tive with respect to articles entered, or with-
drawn from warehouse for consumption, on 
or after the thirtieth day after the date of 
this proclamation. 

(3) For purposes of section 112(c) of the 
AGOA, as amended, Togo is a lesser devel-
oped beneficiary sub-Saharan African coun-
try. 

(4) In order to provide the tariff treatment 
intended under section 112 of the AGOA, 

as amended, the HTS is modified as set forth 
in the Annex to this proclamation. 

(5) The Solomon Islands is designated as 
a least-developed beneficiary developing 
country for purposes of the GSP program. 

(6) In order to reflect this designation in 
the HTS, general note 4(b)(i) is modified by 
adding in alphabetical order ‘‘The Solomon 
Islands,’’ effective with respect to articles en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the sixty-fifth day after 
the date of this proclamation. 

(7) For purposes of the GSP program, in 
order to provide the intended tariff treat-
ment for imports from Jamaica, under HTS 
subheading 2202.90.37, general note 4(d) is 
modified by adding in numerical order 
‘‘2202.90.37’’ and by inserting ‘‘Jamaica’’ next 
to ‘‘2202.90.37.’’ 

(8) For purposes of the GSP program, in 
order to provide the intended tariff treat-
ment for imports from Colombia, under HTS 
subheading 1701.11.05, general note 4(d) is 
modified by deleting ‘‘Colombia’’ from the 
list of countries enumerated next to HTS 
subheading ‘‘1701.11.05.’’ 

(9) In order to conform the HTS to the 
Convention, additional U.S. note 3(d) to sub-
chapter XX of chapter 98 and additional U.S. 
note 4(d) to subchapter XXI of chapter 98 
of the HTS are each modified by deleting 
‘‘5402.10.30, 5402.10.60,’’ each place it oc-
curs and by inserting in lieu thereof 
‘‘5402.11.30, 5402.11.60, 5402.19.30, 
5402.19.60,’’ in each case. 

(10) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:54 a.m., April 18, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annex 
were published in the Federal Register on April 
21. 
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Message to the Congress on 
Extending Generalized System of 
Preferences Benefits to the Solomon 
Islands 
April 17, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
In accordance with section 502(f)(1)(B) of 

the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the 
‘‘Act’’), I am providing notification of my in-
tent to add the Solomon Islands to the list 
of least-developed beneficiary developing 
countries under the Generalized System of 
Preferences (GSP) program. In Executive 
Order 12302 of April 1, 1981, the Solomon 
Islands was designated as a beneficiary devel-
oping country for purposes of the GSP pro-
gram. After considering the criteria set forth 
in sections 501 and 502 of the Act, I have 
determined that it is appropriate to extend 
least-developed beneficiary developing coun-
try benefits to the Solomon Islands. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 17, 2008. 

Proclamation 8241—Small Business 
Week, 2008 
April 17, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
In communities across America, small 

business owners are working hard to turn 
their dreams into enterprises. Small Business 
Week is a time to celebrate the many 
achievements of small business owners, en-
trepreneurs, and employees, who contribute 
to the vitality and prosperity of our Nation 
and create new job opportunities for our citi-
zens. 

Small businesses are the backbone of the 
American economy, and my Administration 
is committed to fostering an environment in 
which the entrepreneurial spirit can thrive. 
By keeping taxes low, we leave more money 
in the hands of Americans to save, spend, 
and invest. This year, we have also tempo-
rarily expanded incentives to help small busi-

nesses invest in new equipment and expand 
their enterprises. We have also expanded 
market access and opened new markets for 
American goods and services abroad, helping 
our small businesses compete in the global 
economy. To make health care more afford-
able and accessible, we continue to support 
Association Health Plans so small businesses 
can band together to get the same discounts 
that big companies receive. 

The underpinnings of our economy are 
strong, competitive, and resilient enough to 
overcome the challenges we face, and in the 
long run, Americans can be confident that 
our economy will continue to grow. During 
Small Business Week and throughout the 
year, we recognize the determination and in-
genuity of America’s workers and entre-
preneurs who play a vital role in building a 
more prosperous future for our country. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim April 20 through 
April 26, 2008, as Small Business Week. I 
call upon all Americans to observe this week 
with appropriate ceremonies, activities, and 
programs that celebrate the achievements of 
small business owners and their employees 
and encourage the development of new small 
businesses. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this seventeenth day of April, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:40 a.m., April 21, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on April 18, and it will 
be published in the Federal Register on April 22. 

Remarks at the National Catholic 
Prayer Breakfast 
April 18, 2008 

Thank you very much. Good morning. 
Thank you. Please be seated. Thank you for 
the gracious welcome. Austin, thanks for 
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your kind introduction. Thanks for giving me 
this unusual speaking opportunity. I under-
stand that this program builds up to another 
speech. [Laughter] It’s not every day you get 
to be the warmup act to the Holy Father. 
[Laughter] I am honored to be here. I do 
thank Austin for his leadership for the Catho-
lic Prayer Breakfast. I thank the board of di-
rectors for having me. I thank Archbishop 
Gomez—Tejano—for being here. And I want 
to thank our—Bishop Finn, members of the 
clergy. Thank you for serving our country. 
Thank you for being men of faith. 

I’m proud to be here with the Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court, John Roberts. He’s 
always looking for a free breakfast. [Laugh-
ter] I’m proud to be here with Members of 
the United States Senate and Congress. 
Thank you all for being here. Solicitor Gen-
eral Paul Clement is with us today, members 
of my administration, members of the diplo-
matic corps, and distinguished guests. 

This has been a joyous week. It’s been a 
joyous time for Catholics, and it wasn’t such 
a bad week for Methodists either. [Laughter] 
You know, the excitement was just palpable. 
The streets were lined with people that were 
so thrilled that the Holy Father was here. 
And it was such a privilege to welcome this 
good man to the United States. 

For those of you on the South Lawn cere-
mony—who saw the South Lawn ceremony 
live, it was—what an unbelievable—it was 
just such a special moment. And it was a spe-
cial moment to be able to visit with the Holy 
Father in the Oval Office. He is a humble 
servant of God. He is a brilliant professor. 
He is a warm and generous soul. 

He is courageous in the defense of funda-
mental truths. His Holiness believes that 
freedom is the Almighty’s gift to every man, 
woman, and child on Earth. He understands 
that every person has value, or to use his 
words, ‘‘Each of us is willed; each of us is 
loved; [and] each of us is necessary.’’ 

The Holy Father strongly believes that to 
whom much is given, much is required. And 
he is a messenger of God’s call to love our 
neighbors as we’d like to be loved ourselves. 

I’ve seen how American Catholics are 
guided by these truths. One of the blessings 
of being the President is I get to see firsthand 
how people are motivated by the funda-

mental truths articulated by the Holy Father. 
I’ve watched you live out the Gospel through 
countless acts of compassion and courage. 
I’ve joined with you in striving to heed the 
Scriptures noble calling to see God’s image 
in all mankind and to uphold the dignity of 
each human being on Earth. 

Together, over the nearly 71⁄2 years, we’ve 
worked to uphold the dignity of human life. 
Over the last years, my administration has 
put a stop to U.S. tax dollars funding foreign 
groups that perform or promote abortions. 
We’ve worked together to protect unborn 
victims of violence and to end the barbaric 
practice of partial-birth abortion. We have 
stood fast in our belief that promising med-
ical advances can coexist with ethical medical 
practices. Last November, scientists discov-
ered a way to reprogram adult skin cells to 
act like embryonic stem cells. This is a signifi-
cant breakthrough, because science—sci-
entists have found a path that can lead be-
yond the divisive debates of the past and ex-
tend the healing potential of medicine with-
out destroying human life. 

Together we’ve worked to strengthen 
America’s lifelines of learning, including our 
Nation’s Catholic schools. The Catholic 
Church has a proud educational tradition 
dating back centuries, and one of the Holy 
Father’s priorities has been maintaining this 
tradition in the United States. Today, Amer-
ica’s Catholic schools serve thousands of stu-
dents, both Catholic and non-Catholic, in 
some of our Nation’s poorest neighborhoods. 
They help minority students narrow the 
achievement gap. They prepare children for 
lives of character and purpose and success. 
And yet these schools are closing at an alarm-
ing rate. Nearly 1,200 Catholic schools have 
shut their doors since the year 2000. 

In my State of the Union Address, I pro-
posed a new $300 million program called Pell 
Grants for Kids. And the reason I did so is 
cause I want to help low-income children in 
underperforming public schools be able to 
attend a private or parochial school of their 
choice. I am concerned about the loss of a 
major national asset, and that is the decline 
of Catholic schools, particularly in inner-city 
America. And to this end, next week we’re 
having a White House Summit on Inner-City 
Children and Faith-Based Schools. And the 
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* White House correction. * White House correction. 

purpose of the summit is to highlight the lack 
of educational options facing low-income 
urban students. And we’re going to bring to-
gether educators and clergy and philan-
thropists and business leaders, all aiming to 
urge there to be reasonable legislation out 
of Congress and practical solutions to save 
these schools and, more importantly, to save 
the children. 

And some of the people trying to save 
America’s Catholic schools are here at this 
prayer breakfast, and I can’t thank you 
enough for your efforts. 

Together we’ve worked to foster a culture 
of tolerance and peace. We believe that reli-
gion should be a source of understanding and 
grace, not a source of extremism and vio-
lence. On his visit and throughout his time 
as the Holy Father, the Pope has worked to 
foster interreligious dialog and to heal the 
wounds of religious conflict. I strongly sup-
port the Pope’s call for religious freedom 
around the world. I share his concern for 
Christians in the Middle East and his desire 
to see a peaceful and independent Lebanon. 
I respect his scholarship, which demonstrates 
that faith and reason can coexist. And I join 
him in praying for a world at peace, where 
Christians and Muslims and Jews, believers 
and non-believers, can live side by side. And 
I thank all of you here who work to make 
this vision a reality. 

Together we’ve worked to bring comfort 
to troubled souls. We believe that where 
hearts are burdened by destitution and dis-
ease and despair, we must answer with hope 
and love and faith. We know that [no] * gov-
ernment program can answer the call like our 
armies of compassion can, but we also know 
that government programs can support and 
must support their work. And so I’ve been 
a strong believer in the faith-based and com-
munity-based effort to bring healing and 
hope to people who wonder whether or not 
there’s a bright tomorrow. 

I don’t know if you really realize this, but 
in 2006, 3,000 direct Federal grants totaling 
more than $2 billion were made to faith- 
based organizations, including many Catholic 
organizations. And the reason why is because 
Catholic organizations provide shelter to the 

homeless in very effective and loving ways. 
They tutor at-risk youth. They help children 
of prisoners while, at the same time, they 
work tirelessly to help prisoners get back on 
their feet. These groups seek out our soci-
ety’s most vulnerable and fulfill Christ’s 
promise that ‘‘the last shall be first.’’ 

Abroad, Catholic organizations are a vital 
part, an integral part of our effort to fight 
hunger and disease from Latin America to 
the continent of Africa. In these places, 
Catholic groups have a hand in what some 
call the ‘‘Lazarus effect,’’ where whole com-
munities that once lay dying are brought back 
to life. 

Oftentimes, people ask me, why is it that 
you’re so focused on helping the hungry and 
diseased in strange parts of the world? My 
answer is, we’re a wealthy enough nation to 
take care of people at home and to help those 
abroad. It is in our moral interests that when 
we find people suffering, that we do all we 
can do to help ease the burden. It’s in our 
national interests—[applause]—and it’s in 
our national interests that we defeat the 
ideologues of hate with an ideology of hope. 

During these—as President, I’ve seen 
some of the great wonders of compassion as 
a result of our Catholic citizens. I’ve seen 
them here in Washington, with the Little Sis-
ters of the Poor. Laura and I had the honor 
of visiting with the Little Sisters, and, you 
know, I was struck by how hard they worked 
to ask [for] * money to care for the old and 
the sick so that the old and the sick don’t 
have to beg for money. 

I’ve seen the wonders of Catholic love on 
the gulf coast. I’m struck by the Catholic 
educators that, in the face of unprecedented 
disaster, worked night and day to provide 
good and stable schools for the children and 
provide comfort for, you know, people that 
were just wondering whether or not there 
was going to be a good tomorrow. 

I’ve seen wonders on the Sea of Galilee 
during my recent trip to the Middle East. 
On a recent visit, my guides were joyful 
Catholic nuns who preserve the holy sites for 
all mankind, even as they struggle with the 
dangers to the region’s Christian minority. 
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I’ve seen the wonders in Africa, in an 
emergency—in a hospital supported by 
PEPFAR. In February, I saw a 9-year-old 
girl who is HIV-positive who had lost both 
her parents to AIDS. And for the last year, 
Catholic Relief Services had been playing— 
had been paying for the girl to receive treat-
ment at the clinic. I want to tell you what 
her grandmother said: ‘‘As a Muslim, I never 
imagined that a Catholic group would help 
me like that.’’ She went on to say, ‘‘I am so 
grateful to the American people.’’ And I am 
grateful for those who provide love and com-
passion in America and around the world. 

This is a prayer breakfast. And this is a 
perfect place for me to say how much I ap-
preciate the prayers of the people for me and 
Laura. I can’t thank our fellow citizens 
enough for taking time out of their lives to 
lift us up for prayer. I have finally begun to 
understand the story of the calm and the 
rough seas, and I believe—I believe in my 
heart of hearts that it’s because of the prayers 
of my fellow citizens. 

And today, with the trust in the Lord’s wis-
dom and goodness, I offer prayers of my own 
for each gathered in the room, for the safety 
and success of the Holy Father’s visit, and 
for God’s continued blessings on our great 
land. Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 8:33 a.m. at the 
Washington Hilton Hotel. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to D. Austin Ruse, cofounder and member 
of the board of directors, National Catholic Prayer 
Breakfast; Pope Benedict XVI; Most Reverend 
Jose H. Gomez, Archbishop of San Antonio; and 
Most Reverend Robert W. Finn, Bishop of Kansas 
City—St. Joseph. The Office of the Press Sec-
retary also released a Spanish language transcript 
of these remarks. 

Remarks at the America’s Small 
Business Summit 

April 18, 2008 

Thanks for the warm welcome. I appre-
ciate you being here in the Nation’s Capital. 
I know most of you have come from out of 
town, which is good. It means you’re brave 
souls to be here on tax week. [Laughter] The 
Holy Father was here as well, which is good, 

because it will take a miracle to keep the 
IRS out of your pocket. [Laughter] 

It’s been a fabulous week, and I do wel-
come you here. And I want to thank you for 
being dreamers and doers. One of the rea-
sons I spend a lot of time talking about our 
small business—small-business owners in 
America is because I truly believe you rep-
resent what makes America great, and it’s the 
idea to have your own dreams, form your 
own businesses, create employment opportu-
nities for citizens in the communities in 
which you live. 

I grew up in Midland, and, gosh, I remem-
ber a lot of the—[applause]. There you go. 
I remember—it’s not exactly the biggest city 
in America. On the other hand, it’s the kind 
of place that you know the—you knew the 
local shop person or the—my friend Jackie 
Hanks’s Uncle Brutus had the local grocery 
store. And it was just that—that fabric of the 
community was the small-business owners. 

And so I’m so thrilled you’re here. I really 
appreciate you giving me a chance to come 
and visit some—talk some policy with you. 
I appreciate Tom for introducing me—presi-
dent and CEO of the U.S. Chamber. They 
do great work in Washington, DC, trying to 
make sure that there is no harm and that 
there is good policy in order to encourage 
people to invest and save. 

I want to thank my friend Andy Card, 
who’s here. Thanks for being here, Andy— 
my Chief of Staff in the first 4 years of the 
Presidency; did a fabulous job. He’s a decent, 
honorable man, a guy I’m proud to call 
friend. 

You know, this summit’s occurring at a 
very trying time for our economy. You know 
that better than anybody else. We had— 
we’ve had a good run. I mean, we had 52 
months of uninterrupted job growth, and 
that’s a record. And now our economy has 
slowed. It’s—businesses are being squeezed 
by high energy prices and high health care 
prices. Workers and families are anxious on 
a variety of fronts, including mortgage—mak-
ing mortgage bills and higher price for food 
and gasoline. It’s a tough time for America. 

The—you know, we saw this coming. Last 
I can remember is talking to our team last 
year, and they said, there’s a slowdown com-
ing. And so we took some action. And I do 
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want to thank Members of the Congress and 
members of the chamber for working on a— 
what I believe is going to be a very effective 
progrowth stimulus package. Now, we actu-
ally showed that it’s possible for Republicans 
and Democrats to set aside the political 
wrangling that takes place here in Wash-
ington and focus on what’s best for the Amer-
ican people. 

And I want to describe this package to you 
and to remind our fellow citizens that soon, 
a significant amount of money will be coming 
in their mailboxes, which is going to help the 
small-business sector. It’s going to help fami-
lies, and it’s going to help the small-business 
sector, which helps the American economy. 
After all, you create 70 percent of the new 
jobs in America. And so the first thing that’s 
going to happen is, is that the consumers will 
get a boost, in that tax rebates will be sent 
out to about 130 million American house-
holds. Now, these rebates will return up to 
$600 for individuals, $1,200 for married cou-
ples, and $300 per child. When the rebates 
start to go out in a couple of weeks—which 
they haven’t started to go out yet; Secretary 
Paulson tells me by the second week of May, 
the money is going to start moving—a family 
of four could receive a tax rebate up to 
$1,800. 

Now, here in Washington, that’s like— 
people say, that’s not very much money. 
Well, if you’re out there worrying about 
your—about meeting bills or saving for your 
kids’ education, that’s a lot of money. And 
the purpose is to make a difference to the 
families and to encourage them and give 
them confidence so they can go spend, you 
know, buy products from you. 

Secondly, the stimulus package provides 
incentives for business to invest in new plant 
and equipment and new technologies. Entre-
preneurs like yourself should use this incen-
tive to expand your business. It’s the whole 
purpose of it. And the reason why we’re try-
ing to provide incentives for businesses, both 
large and small, is because when you have 
the incentive to go purchase a piece of equip-
ment, somebody has got to make the equip-
ment. It has a ripple effect throughout the 
economy. And this stimulus package has 
been in place for about 2 months, and small 
businesses are beginning to use it. 

I had the honor of meeting Darlene Miller. 
You may know Darlene. She’s from a—she’s 
got a manufacturing concern in Minnesota 
called Permac Industries. She is—bought the 
company 14 years ago, and since then, she’s 
expanded it dramatically. She’s nearly dou-
bled her manufacturing space last year, and 
now she needs some equipment to fill the 
space. And so thanks to the stimulus package, 
she told me she’s going to purchase much 
of that equipment this year instead of spacing 
it out over time. In other words, the incen-
tives have encouraged Darlene to make a 
purchase this year. She expects these invest-
ments to expand manufacturing capacity by 
25 percent, and then she plans to hire at least 
five more workers. 

The reason I bring up this example is this 
how—this is how incentives work. Darlene 
was incented—received an incentive to pur-
chase machinery, to fill some space, to make 
sure she becomes more competitive. And in 
so doing, it not only causes somebody else 
to have to make the machinery, but she’s now 
going to hire more people. She also had a 
pretty good achievement at—and she re-
ceived another good achievement, I under-
stand. After all, she’s the Chamber of Com-
merce’s National Small Business Owner of 
the Year. 

And I met a guy named Tom Sawner. 
Now, he’s an old fighter pilot, which means 
there’s no wall he can run through. He’s a 
doer, an achiever, and he’s got him a small 
business called Educational Options. And he 
provides web-based curricula to schools all 
across the country. He is purchasing new 
computers, servers, routers, and cars to ex-
pand his business because of the stimulus 
package, because of the incentives. 

He said the stimulus plan has helped give 
him the confidence to expand his workforce. 
This year, so far, he has hired four new em-
ployees, and he plans to bring on a dozen 
more. In his words, he said that the stimulus 
package has made a huge difference. And the 
stimulus package is making a huge difference 
because small-business owners, like the two 
I mentioned, are taking advantage of the 
stimulus plan to boost investment, which 
then helps boost jobs. 
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It’s going to take awhile for these changes 
to be reflected in our economy. The advis-
ers—economic advisers and many outside ex-
perts believe that much of the impact of the 
stimulus will be felt starting in the third quar-
ter, which begins in July. That’s what the ex-
perts say. There should be no doubt in any-
body’s mind, though, that we’ll recover from 
this slowdown. And we’re going to bounce 
back strong, and the small businesses of 
America are going to lead the way. 

We designed this package so it would be 
temporary and robust enough to have an ef-
fect. And so we need to be thinking in the 
longer term as well. And one way that—I 
mean, one thing Congress has got to under-
stand is that there is—what small-business 
owners don’t need is uncertainty. And one 
place where there’s uncertainty is in the Tax 
Code, as well as trade. And I want to spend 
some time on taxes and trade today. 

We’ve—as Tom mentioned, we’ve cut 
taxes. And I truly believe in the philosophy 
that you can spend your own money better 
than the government can. Obviously there’s 
a—[applause]—we’ve got needs in Wash-
ington, DC. We’re fighting a war. We want 
to make sure our troops are well-funded. We 
want to take care of those who can’t help 
themselves. I mean, there’s serious needs. 
But I also know that the more money that’s 
available in Washington, the more people 
will figure out how to spend it. 

And I truly believe what I mean—I think 
it’s important for government to trust the col-
lective wisdom of the American people. And 
that’s why I was such a strong believer in 
tax relief. I also knew that we needed to make 
sure you had more money in your treasuries 
to help us get out of a recession, to recover 
from war and corporate scandal and natural 
disasters. 

The—I’m also confident a lot of people 
in America may have forgotten what it was 
like before the tax relief. And the problem 
is, is that we’re on schedule for there to be 
an unpleasant reminder of what it was like 
before tax relief, because unless Congress 
acts, almost all the tax relief we delivered 
will expire in 2010. If Congress were to let 
this happen, tax rates will rise across the 
board, the marriage penalty will return in full 
force, the child tax credit will be cut in half, 

and every income payer—income tax payer 
in America will receive a tax hike. 

What I don’t think a lot of people in Wash-
ington fully understand is that small-business 
owners are going to bear a heavy burden if 
the tax rates go back up. And the reason why 
is, is that most small-business owners are 
subchapter S corporations or partnerships or 
LLCs that pay their business taxes at indi-
vidual rates. So if the individual rates go up, 
it directly affects millions of small businesses 
in America. 

Taxes on capital gains and dividends would 
go up, which would discourage the invest-
ment you need to expand. And the death tax 
would come back to life. The—overall, it is 
estimated that small-business owners would 
face an average tax increase of more than 
$4,000 per year. That would stifle enterprise; 
it would hurt workers. The last thing small- 
business owners need is higher taxes. I be-
lieve strongly that to make sure this economy 
recovers and stays strong, there needs to be 
certainty in the Tax Code. And the best way 
for Congress to make sure there’s certainty 
is to make the tax relief we passed perma-
nent. 

I want to talk—spend a little time on trade. 
Last year—and this is important for you to 
understand—last year, exports accounted for 
more than 40 percent of our growth. This 
is a critical contribution to our economy at 
any time, but especially now. With the econ-
omy slowing, exports are providing a valuable 
contribution to economic activity. And Con-
gress has an opportunity to expand access to 
key export markets. 

In other words, there’s an opportunity for 
Congress to say that let’s continue to have 
this kind of economic vitality, as a result of 
exports, permeate throughout our economy. 
And they’ve got an opportunity with—to vote 
on trade agreements with three democratic 
allies and friends: Colombia, Panama, and 
South Korea. 

I want to spend some time talking about 
Colombia today because this is the first of 
these agreements to be considered. Unfortu-
nately, leaders on Capitol Hill seem to have 
put special interests ahead of the economic 
and strategic interests of our Nation, because 
the Speaker of the House recently changed 
House rules in the middle of the game so 
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she can put off a vote on the Colombia free 
trade agreement. If this decision stands, it 
will kill the agreement, and American small- 
business owners and workers will likely be 
hurt the most. 

And here’s why. Almost all of Colombia’s 
exports to the United States enter our coun-
try duty free, but the 9,000 American busi-
nesses that export to Colombia, including 
8,000 small and midsized firms, face substan-
tial tariffs on their products. The Congress 
has passed laws in the past that enable Co-
lombian goods to come here duty free; the 
vast majority of our products face taxes to 
go into their countries. And most of the peo-
ple facing those taxes are small-business own-
ers. 

And this problem is easy to resolve. The 
free trade agreement would immediately 
eliminate most tariffs on American exports 
to Colombia. That’s what the free trade 
agreement does. My attitude is, just treat us 
the way we treat you. All we want to do is 
have a level playing field in which to com-
pete. By level the playing field—by leveling 
the playing field, American products would 
be more competitive in Colombia, and it 
would help American businesses. 

It turns out that if you’re an exporter, your 
workers are likely to get paid more money. 
It’s good for American workers to be working 
for companies that export into other markets, 
and it’s good for small businesses. Yet after 
500 days that we signed the agreement with 
Colombia, the one-sided trading relationship 
remains in place because the Congress has 
failed to act. 

The obstruction has another consequence. 
Congress is signaling to a watching hemi-
sphere—people in the hemisphere, our own 
neighborhood, are watching to see how the 
United States Congress reacts to our friends. 
They’re wondering whether or not America 
can be trusted to support our friends. 

And we’ve got a friend in President Uribe 
of Colombia. He’s a steadfast ally. He has 
transformed his country from the brink of 
a failing state to a stable democracy with a 
growing economy. He has partnered with the 
United States of America in the fight against 
drugs and terror. He has responded to vir-
tually every request of the United States 
Congress, including revising the free trade 

agreement to include some of the most rig-
orous labor and environmental protections in 
history. He’s done all this while under violent 
assault from a terrorist organization called 
FARC, and he’s done all this facing intimida-
tion from anti-American regimes in the re-
gion. 

It’s hard to imagine any leader in the world 
who has proven more worthy of our support 
and friendship. Yet Congress’s response is to 
complain that Colombia still has not done 
enough. In particular, some Members of 
Congress have charged that the Colombian 
Government is not doing enough to prevent 
violence against unionists. Well, President 
Uribe has taken historic measures to reduce 
violence against unionists. As a results, ac-
cording to the Colombian Government, Co-
lombian unionists are now less likely to be 
homicide victims than members of the gen-
eral population. And as President Uribe has 
made clear, one of the best ways to improve 
security even further is to provide more jobs, 
which is exactly what a free trade agreement 
will do. By rejecting this agreement after all 
Colombia has done, leaders in Congress 
would send a terrible message. 

They had an editorial in the Washington 
Post the other day that summed up 
Congress’s message this way: Drop dead, Co-
lombia. Well, the congressional leadership’s 
decision to turn its back on Colombia is espe-
cially hypocritical because Democrats are 
often the loudest voices for more diplomacy 
and greater sensitivity to our allies. The Co-
lombia agreement is a textbook example of 
this approach, and yet the Speaker chose to 
use unprecedented tactics to kill it. 

Leaders in Congress have made a serious 
error. It’s a serious error for economic rea-
sons, and it’s a serious error for security rea-
sons. They have—it’s not too late, however, 
for them to get it right. This week a long 
list of senior officials from Democratic ad-
ministrations and Democrats from previous 
Congresses signed a letter urging Congress 
to approve this agreement this year. And they 
wrote, ‘‘We feel that the treaty should be 
considered as soon as possible and that any 
obstacles be quickly and amicably resolved.’’ 
I couldn’t agree more. I urge the leaders in 
Congress to reconsider their position and 
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recognize the stakes at hand and approve the 
Colombia agreement as soon as possible. 

There are other things we can do to help 
small businesses weather the difficult time 
and, equally importantly, remain competitive 
for a long time to come. One, Congress 
should work to make health care more af-
fordable and available by expanding health 
savings accounts, by confronting junk med-
ical lawsuits that are running good doctors 
out of practice and running up the cost of 
health care for small businesses, allowing 
businesses—small businesses to pool to-
gether across State lines—it’s called associa-
tion health plans—across State lines to get 
the same discounts on health insurance that 
big businesses get. 

We’re working with Congress, and I’ve 
been working with the folks in my adminis-
tration, to help people who are creditworthy 
stay in their homes. There’s a—I think it’s 
very important that we not help speculators, 
but there are a lot of people that are won-
dering how to renegotiate their mortgage. 
I’ve explained to people, when I bought my 
first home in Midland, there was actually 
things such as savings and loans. And the per-
son that actually lent the money owned the 
note. Well, these days, the people who are 
lending the money don’t own the notes, and 
so it’s difficult if you want to renegotiate to 
figure out who to renegotiate with. 

And so we’ve set up a plan called the 
HOPE NOW Alliance to help creditworthy 
homeowners renegotiate so they can deal 
with these reset mortgages and stay in their 
homes. We want people owning their home. 
We want people owning a businesses; we 
want people owning their own homes. We 
want to help them stay. And Congress can 
help by passing responsible legislation that 
modernizes the Federal Housing Administra-
tion, reforms Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac, 
allows State housing agencies to issue tax- 
free bonds to refinance subprime mortgages. 
There’s a way to help people. 

Congress ought to help and, you know, 
prepare the workforce for the 21st century. 
One of the concerns of Congress is that trade 
causes people to lose jobs. I understand that 
concern. That’s why I’m a supporter of trade 
adjustment assistance. Congress needs to 
work with leaders of both parties to get a 

good trade adjustment assistance bill to my 
desk that I can sign into law. 

I also strongly believe that we want to 
make sure the No Child Left Behind Act 
continues to work. It’s a—you measure every 
day; that’s why you’re successful 
businesspeople. I mean, you know what your 
business is doing. I believe we ought to ex-
tend that same principle to our public 
schools, and ask a simple question: Can a 
child read at grade level? And in order to 
determine that, that’s why you measure. And 
if the answer is yes, we all say, great. If the 
answer is no, the next question ought to be, 
then what are you going to do about it? And 
so the principle behind the No Child Left 
Behind Act is to set high standards, believe 
every child can learn, and measure to see 
if we’re getting results. And Congress need 
not weaken such a good piece of legislation. 

And finally, one issue that you need to be 
aware of is that—is the issue on secret ballots 
when it comes to allowing workers to vote 
their conscience on whether to form a union 
or to remain unaffiliated. Congress is now 
considering—it passed out of the House, and 
the Senate, I’m told, is going to take this up. 
And I just want to put this on our collective 
radar screens, that Congress is considering 
card check legislation that would strip work-
ers of a fundamental right—that is the right 
for secret ballot as to—whether to unionize 
or not. This bill would expose workers to in-
timidation; it violates the principles of our 
democracy; and if it were to reach my desk, 
I will veto it. 

The purpose of good policy in Washington 
should be to unleash the entrepreneurial 
spirit of the country. You can’t make some-
body an entrepreneur from government, but 
you can create an environment which en-
courages risk-taking and enables people to 
keep more of what they earn, lets somebody 
stay more in the shop than in the courthouse, 
helps people help their workers. 

We—and so some of the policies that I’ve 
just outlined are all aimed at creating an envi-
ronment that is conducive to entrepreneur-
ship. I was—I see all kinds of amazing things 
when I’m President; I read about them, of 
course. I love meeting with our entre-
preneurs, and I love hearing the stories about 
how businesses get started. And a lot of 
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times, believe it or not, there is—as I’m sure 
you know, that they all happen, like, at a 
kitchen table. And sure enough, out of that 
simple idea and hard work—because I un-
derstand as well as anybody how hard it is 
to build a small business. I mean, it’s not— 
it takes a lot of time and a lot of effort and 
a lot of focus and patient spouses and some-
times spouses actually watching the money 
to make sure the other spouse doesn’t blow 
it. [Laughter] 

So how about this guy. He is a guy who 
paid his way through college, and he—by div-
ing into water hazards and selling the golf 
balls that he found. And evidently, he had 
this dream, and so he graduated and decided 
to take his idea and make it into an Internet 
golf shop. And it’s a prosperous business, and 
he’s creating jobs. 

Now, he didn’t need a government pro-
gram to figure out how to do that. It’s his 
ingenuity. It was his desires to not only pay 
his own college education but then to convert 
that into something that would be good for 
consumers—obviously if it wasn’t good for 
consumers, he wouldn’t have much of a busi-
ness history—good for the people he’s em-
ployed. And all he needed was the ability to 
dream and willingness to work hard. And this 
is what defines our country. It’s the spirit that 
makes America so unique and so great. And 
that spirit is found in the room. 

And our—the role of government is to 
never stifle that spirit, is to encourage the 
spirit, reward the spirit, and always pay—and 
always remind our citizens that we are a vi-
brant and prosperous and hopeful nation, be-
cause we are a land blessed with vibrant and 
hopeful people. 

God bless you, and thanks for letting me 
come by. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:12 a.m. at the 
Renaissance Washington, DC Hotel. In his re-
marks, he referred to Pope Benedict XVI; Thomas 
J. Donohue, president and chief executive officer, 
U.S. Chamber of Commerce; Darlene M. Miller, 
president and chief executive officer, Permac In-
dustries; and Thomas E. Sawner, president and 
chief executive officer, Educational Options, Inc. 

Remarks on the Nomination of 
Steven C. Preston To Be Secretary of 
Housing and Urban Development 
April 18, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Welcome. 
A few weeks ago, my dear friend Alphonso 

Jackson informed me of his decision to step 
down as the Secretary of Housing and Urban 
Development. Secretary Jackson is one of the 
longest serving members of my administra-
tion. I know him well. He’s a decent man; 
he’s a dedicated man; and he’s a compas-
sionate man. He’s worked tirelessly at HUD 
to help American’s homeowners. He has 
transformed a lot of lives, and America is a 
better place because of your service. I wish 
you and Marcia all the very best as you head 
back to Texas. I’ll be right behind you. 
[Laughter] 

The Department requires strong leader-
ship at a time when our housing market is 
experiencing a period of challenge and un-
certainty. In seeking to fill this important 
Cabinet post, I looked for a leader with an 
impressive background in finance, someone 
who understands the important role the 
housing market plays in the broader econ-
omy. I sought a reformer who would act ag-
gressively to help Americans obtain afford-
able mortgages, and I sought a—and be able 
to keep their homes. I sought a consensus- 
builder who’s earned the respect of Repub-
licans and Democrats, who can get things 
done. 

I found these qualities and much more in 
Steve Preston. Steve is a strong executive 
with a quarter century of management expe-
rience. He’s had senior leadership roles at 
two multibillion dollar corporations and in 
the financial services industry. He under-
stands the free enterprise system from every 
angle. 

As the head of the Small Business Admin-
istration, Steve has advanced a reform agen-
da that made the agency more accountable, 
more effective, and more responsive. Under 
his leadership, America’s entrepreneurs have 
received improved access to Federal assist-
ance as well as educational resources. Under 
his leadership, the SBA has increased its 
focus on supporting business development in 
areas with high unemployment and poverty 
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rates. And under his leadership, agency effi-
ciency’s improved, and America’s small-busi-
ness community has found a trusted friend 
and partner. 

During his tenure at SBA, Steve has man-
aged loan guarantee programs that are simi-
lar in structure to those run by the Federal 
Housing Administration, and he’s made these 
programs run very effectively. When Steve 
took the reins at the SBA, he streamlined 
the agency’s efforts to disburse loans to small 
businesses and homeowners devastated by 
Hurricane Katrina. He matched every loan 
applicant with a case manager to provide the 
compassion and expertise that applicants 
needed to navigate the loan process. 

Within months of Steve’s reforms, the 
backlog of loans fell 80 percent and response 
times improved by 90 percent. Today, more 
than $6 billion in SBA loans are helping more 
than 160,000 gulf coast families rebuild their 
homes, their businesses, and their lives. 

Steve Preston is an experienced manager 
who knows what to do. He knows how to 
tackle a problem, devise a solution, and get 
results. That’s exactly the kind of leadership 
I was looking for. And that’s why I’m going 
to send his name up to the United States 
Senate to be the Department’s Secretary. 

He will play a central role in helping ad-
dress our Nation’s housing challenges. He’ll 
work with Members of Congress to advance 
responsible legislation that will help millions 
of American homeowners. He will be en-
trusted with one of the most rewarding jobs 
in the Federal Government: helping our fel-
low Americans have a place to call a home. 

These are important responsibilities, and 
I’m confident I picked the right person for 
the job. He’s a hard-working, dedicated pro-
fessional. In fact, he was confirmed to his 
current post by the United States Senate 
without a single vote in opposition. Let’s 
hope the streak continues. [Laughter] 

I want to thank Deputy Secretary Roy 
Bernardi. I appreciate very much your will-
ingness to step forward to serve the country 
as well as to serve as Acting Secretary of 
HUD. And I thank you for keeping that posi-
tion until Steve is confirmed. 

I also want to thank Steve’s family: Molly, 
as well as Anna, Madeleine, Gibson, Eleanor, 
and Steve, Jr. Thank you all for coming to 

the White House to witness this very impor-
tant moment. 

I ask the Senate to quickly consider Steve 
Preston and to ratify him on a timely basis. 
Congratulations. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:57 a.m. in the 
Roosevelt Room at the White House. The tran-
script released by the Office of the Press Secretary 
also included the remarks of Secretary-designate 
Preston. 

Statement on the Appointment of 
Douglas V. O’Dell, Jr., as 
Coordinator of Gulf Coast Region 
Recovery and Rebuilding 
April 18, 2008 

Today I am pleased to select Major Gen-
eral Doug O’Dell to serve as Coordinator of 
Federal support for the recovery and rebuild-
ing of the gulf coast. 

General O’Dell is an innovative problem- 
solver with a wealth of experience in helping 
the people of the gulf coast region. As the 
commanding general of the 4th Marine Divi-
sion in New Orleans in the aftermath of Hur-
ricane Katrina, he employed over 2,700 ma-
rines and sailors to evacuate thousands of ci-
vilians, deliver essential cargo, and restore 
basic functions in more than 30 buildings. 
His strategic judgment during Hurricane 
Rita enabled troops to deliver relief almost 
immediately after the storm. He has earned 
the trust of many in the region, including 
State and local officials, and is the right per-
son for this important job. 

General O’Dell understands the progress 
made in the gulf coast region, the important 
work ahead, and the great spirit of the people 
who call that region home. He will build on 
the efforts of Don Powell to help the people 
of the region continue to rebuild their lives 
and their communities. I also want to thank 
Paul Conway for doing a fine job as Interim 
Coordinator. 

I am pleased to announce as well that I 
have signed an Executive order to extend the 
Federal Coordinator position until February 
28, 2009. This extension will ensure a seam-
less transition into the next administration so 
that the Federal Government can continue 
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to deliver effective, integrated, and respon-
sible support to the people of the gulf coast 
region. 

Message on the Observance of 
Passover, 5768 
April 18, 2008 

Then Moses said to the people, ‘‘Com-
memorate this day, the day you came out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the 
Lord brought you out of it with a mighty 
hand.’’ 

Exodus 13:3 

I send greetings to those observing Pass-
over. 

More than 3,000 years ago, God liberated 
the Children of Israel from the bondage of 
Egypt and led them on a journey towards 
the Promised Land. During the holy days of 
Passover, Jews around the world celebrate 
this deliverance from oppression and give 
thanks to a loving God for His many bless-
ings. Passover is an opportunity for Jewish 
families and friends to gather to read the 
Haggadah, share the Seder meal, and re-
member God’s mercy through song and pray-
er. This eight-day observance brings a mes-
sage of hope and freedom to the Jewish peo-
ple. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
joyous Passover. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Executive Order 13463—Amending 
Executive Orders 13389 and 13390 
April 18, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Rob-
ert T. Stafford Disaster Relief and Emer-
gency Assistance Act, as amended (42 U.S.C. 
5121–5206), it is hereby ordered as follows: 

Section 1. Executive Order 13389 of No-
vember 1, 2005, as amended, is further 
amended: 

(a) in subsection 2(a), by striking ‘‘Eco-
nomic Policy’’ and inserting in lieu thereof 
‘‘Homeland Security and Counterterrorism’’; 
and 

(b) in section 5, by striking ‘‘3 years from 
the date of this order’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘February 28, 2009’’. 

Sec. 2. Subsection 5(b) of Executive Order 
13390 of November 1, 2005, is amended: 

(a) by striking the comma after ‘‘applicable 
law’’ and inserting ‘‘and’’; and 

(b) striking ‘‘3 years from the date of this 
order’’ and inserting in lieu thereof ‘‘Feb-
ruary 28, 2009’’. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
April 18, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:34 a.m., April 22, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in 
the Federal Register on April 23. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

April 12 
In the morning, at the Bush Ranch in 

Crawford, TX, the President had an intel-
ligence briefing. 

April 13 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush returned to Washington, DC. 

April 14 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

April 15 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he presented the Lifetime President’s Volun-
teer Service Award to S. Truett Cathy. Then, 
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also in the Oval Office, he participated in 
a signing ceremony for the Education and 
Sharing Day, U.S.A., Proclamation. 

In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Andrews Air Force Base, 
MD, where they greeted Pope Benedict XVI 
upon his arrival. He then met with Pope 
Benedict XVI. Later, they returned to Wash-
ington, DC. 

During the day, the President had a tele-
phone conversation with Prime Minister 
Silvio Berlusconi of Italy to congratulate him 
on his election victory. He also had a tele-
phone conversation with Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon of the United Nations. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Michele M. Leonhart to be Admin-
istrator of the Drug Enforcement Adminis-
tration. 

April 16 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he met with Pope Benedict XVI. 

In the evening, in the East Room, the 
President and Mrs. Bush hosted a dinner in 
honor of the visit of Pope Benedict XVI. 

April 17 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the evening, on the North Portico, the 

President and Mrs. Bush participated in a 
welcoming ceremony for Prime Minister 
Gordon Brown of the United Kingdom and 
his wife, Sarah. Later, in the Yellow Oval 
Room, they hosted a social dinner for Prime 
Minister Brown and Mrs. Brown. 

April 18 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 
In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 

Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. Later, 
they participated in a welcoming ceremony 
for President Lee Myung-bak of South Korea 
and his wife, Kim Yoon-ok. 

In the evening, the President and Mrs. 
Bush hosted a social dinner for President Lee 
and Kim Yoon-ok. 

The White House announced that the 
President will welcome President Alvaro 
Colom Caballeros of Guatemala to the White 
House on April 28. 

The President announced his intention to 
nominate Steven C. Preston to be Secretary 
of Housing and Urban Development. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

The following list does not include promotions of 
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations 
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers. 

Submitted April 15 

Michele M. Leonhart, 
of California, to be Administrator of Drug 
Enforcement, vice Karen P. Tandy, resigned. 

Stephen Joseph Murphy III, 
of Michigan, to be U.S. District Judge for 
the Eastern District of Michigan, vice Patrick 
J. Duggan, retired. 

Helene N. White, 
of Michigan, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit, vice Susan Bieke Neilson, de-
ceased. 

Withdrawn April 15 

Stephen Joseph Murphy III, 
of Michigan, to be U.S. Circuit Judge for the 
Sixth Circuit, vice Susan Bieke Neilson, de-
ceased, which was sent to the Senate on 
March 19, 2007. 

Submitted April 17 

Kelly Harrison Rankin, 
of Wyoming, to be U.S. Attorney for the Dis-
trict of Wyoming for the term of 4 years, 
vice Matthew Hansen Mead, resigned. 
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Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released April 14 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the Bill 
Emerson Humanitarian Trust to meet emer-
gency food aid needs abroad 

Released April 15 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino 

Released April 16 

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Dana Perino and White House Coun-
cil on Environmental Quality Chairman 
James L. Connaughton 

Excerpts from the President’s remarks on en-
ergy and climate change 

Fact sheet: Taking Additional Action To 
Confront Climate Change 

Released April 17 

Transcript of a press gaggle by Deputy Press 
Secretary Tony Fratto and National Security 
Council Senior Director for East Asian Af-
fairs Dennis C. Wilder 

Text of US/UK announcement on health and 
health workers 

Released April 18 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto 

Transcript of a press briefing by White 
House Council on Environmental Quality 

Chairman James L. Connaughton and Under 
Secretary of State for Democracy and Global 
Affairs Paula J. Dobriansky on the major 
economies meeting in Paris, France 

Excerpts from a press gaggle by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto and National Se-
curity Council Senior Director for Western 
Hemisphere Affairs Daniel W. Fisk on the 
North American leaders’ summit 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary: 
Visit by the President of the Republic of 
Guatemala 

Statement by the Deputy Press Secretary an-
nouncing that the President signed H.R. 
5813 and S. 550 

Fact sheet: President Bush Selects Major 
General Doug O’Dell To Serve as Gulf Coast 
Coordinator 

Fact sheet: Creating an Entrepreneurial At-
mosphere To Help Small Businesses Suc-
ceed 

Fact sheet: Steve Preston: A Qualified Lead-
er To Help American Families 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved April 18 

H.R. 5813 / Public Law 110–200 
To amend Public Law 110–196 to provide 
for a temporary extension of programs au-
thorized by the Farm Security and Rural In-
vestment Act of 2002 beyond April 18, 2008 

S. 550 / Public Law 110–201 
To preserve existing judgeships on the Supe-
rior Court of the District of Columbia 
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