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Week Ending Friday, May 23, 2008 

Notice—Continuation of the 
National Emergency With Respect to 
Burma 
May 16, 2008 

On May 20, 1997, the President issued Ex-
ecutive Order 13047, certifying to the Con-
gress under section 570(b) of the Foreign 
Operations, Export Financing, and Related 
Programs Appropriations Act, 1997 (Public 
Law 104–208), that the Government of 
Burma has engaged in large-scale repression 
of the democratic opposition in Burma after 
September 30, 1996, thereby invoking the 
prohibition on new investment in Burma by 
United States persons contained in that sec-
tion. The President also declared a national 
emergency to deal with the threat posed to 
the national security and foreign policy of the 
United States by the actions and policies of 
the Government of Burma, invoking the au-
thority, inter alia, of the International Emer-
gency Economic Powers Act, 50 U.S.C. 1701 
et seq. 

On July 28, 2003, I issued Executive Order 
13310 taking additional steps with respect to 
that national emergency by putting in place 
an import ban required by the Burmese 
Freedom and Democracy Act of 2003 and 
prohibiting exports of financial services to 
Burma and the dealing in property in which 
certain designated Burmese persons have an 
interest. On October 18, 2007, I issued Exec-
utive Order 13448 to expand prohibitions to 
include the Burmese regime’s financial sup-
porters and their companies, as well as indi-
viduals determined to be responsible for or 
to have participated in human rights abuses 
or to have engaged in activities facilitating 
public corruption. On April 30, 2008, I issued 
Executive Order 13464 taking additional 
steps with respect to the Government of Bur-
ma’s continued repression of the democratic 
opposition in Burma. 

Because the actions and policies of the 
Government of Burma continue to pose an 

unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States, the national emergency de-
clared on May 20, 1997, and expanded on 
October 18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, and 
the measures adopted to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond May 
20, 2008. Therefore, in accordance with sec-
tion 202(d) of the National Emergencies Act 
(50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for 1 
year the national emergency with respect to 
Burma. This notice shall be published in the 
Federal Register and transmitted to the Con-
gress. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 16, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
10:03 a.m., May 16, 2008] 

NOTE: This notice was released by the Office of 
the Press Secretary on May 17, and it was pub-
lished in the Federal Register on May 19. 

Message to the Congress on 
Continuation of the National 
Emergency With Respect to Burma 
May 16, 2008 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides for 
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date 
of its declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to the 
Congress a notice stating that the emergency 
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. I have sent the enclosed notice to 
the Federal Register for publication, stating 
that the Burma emergency is to continue be-
yond May 20, 2008. 

The crisis between the United States and 
Burma arising from the actions and policies 
of the Government of Burma, including its 
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engaging in large-scale repression of the 
democratic opposition in Burma, that led to 
the declaration of a national emergency on 
May 20, 1997, and its expansion on October 
18, 2007, and April 30, 2008, has not been 
resolved. These actions and policies are hos-
tile to U.S. interests and pose a continuing 
unusual and extraordinary threat to the na-
tional security and foreign policy of the 
United States. For this reason, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency with respect to Burma and 
maintain in force the sanctions against 
Burma to respond to this threat. This action 
does not inhibit any efforts on the part of 
the United States to provide humanitarian as-
sistance to the people of Burma in the after-
math of Cyclone Nargis. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
May 16, 2008. 

NOTE: This message was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on May 17. 

Remarks Following a Meeting With 
President Hamid Karzai of 
Afghanistan and an Exchange With 
Reporters in Sharm el-Sheikh, Egypt 
May 17, 2008 

President Bush. Mr. President, good to 
see you. Thanks. President Karzai and I have 
had a lot of meetings together, and this was 
a very upbeat meeting. And I want to thank 
you for coming. I appreciate your courage. 
Appreciate you taking on a very tough assign-
ment, which is helping your young democ-
racy survive amidst the threats from the radi-
cals and extremists. 

I really appreciate the briefing you gave 
me on how you’re going to approach the 
Paris donor’s meeting. This is a great oppor-
tunity for the world to help Afghanistan grow 
and prosper. His strategy is a smart strategy. 
And part of his strategy is to—is for the world 
to help Afghanistan’s agricultural community 
grow and prosper, so that they can not only 
become self-sufficient in food but become 
net exporters of crops that people need in 
order to be able to eat and survive. 

And so I thought it was a smart approach. 
I hope the world rallies to your behalf. We’ll 
certainly help. I appreciate you being here. 

President Karzai. Thank you very much. 
President Bush. Yes, sir. 
President Karzai. Thank you very much. 

Well, Mr. President, thank you very much 
for this very good meeting once again. We 
have always had very good meetings with you 
in the past. This one was one more of such 
meetings. And thank you very much once 
again, Mr. President, for the help that you 
have given us in the past 6 years—61⁄2 years 
in Afghanistan. 

I told you about a story earlier, that we, 
for the first time after 30 years, were able 
to give diplomas to the graduates of Afghani-
stan’s universities, the medical colleges, eco-
nomics, law, and all that. That would have 
not been possible without your help and the 
help of the rest of the world. 

And thank you very much for the support 
on Paris. We’ll be going to Paris to ask for 
more help for Afghanistan’s agriculture, so 
that Afghanistan can become self-sufficient 
in agriculture and also be an exporter to the 
rest of the world. And we’ll be asking for 
help on energy resources in Afghanistan and 
the—better irrigation and hydro projects. 

Afghanistan once again thanks the people 
of the United States. Mr. President, thank 
you very much, and please convey that grati-
tude to the American people. And please do 
visit us very, very soon. The Afghan people 
want to be there to greet you and to express 
the gratitude for your leadership and help. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you. I’ll take two questions. Terry [Terence 
Hunt, Associated Press]. 

Middle East Peace Process 
Q. Mr. President, Egypt’s state-owned 

media says that you have tilted too far toward 
Israel. One of them, the newspaper, says that 
you aim to do nothing but appeasing Israel. 
Did you encounter that attitude today, and 
what do you say to this? 

President Bush. Actually, in my meeting 
with the President of Egypt, he wanted to 
make sure that my approach toward the Mid-
dle Eastern peace is firm, and that we work 
hard to get the Palestinian state defined. And 
in my speech tomorrow, I’ll make it clear that 
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