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Government in Pakistan, with a new demo-
cratic Government in this country, there’s a
change for the system. And I've been unani-
mously elected as the Prime Minister of Paki-
stan. That’s the first time in the history of
Pakistan. And we have discussed in detail on
a few issues like economics, like the food
problems, like the energy problems.

And the common problem—and that is the
biggest threat to the world—is terrorism and
extremism. And our Government is com-
mitted to fight for terrorism and extremism.
It is against the humanity; it's against the
world. And I have lost my own great leader,
Benazir Bhutto, because of terrorism. There-
fore, T pledge and I stand by the world to
fight against extremism and terrorism.

I appreciate the support of Mr. President
for our concerns on both social sectors, eco-
nomic sectors, energy sectors. And we want
to work together on all these issues. And I
once again thank Mr. President for extending
this opportunity.

President Bush. Yes, sir, Mr. Prime Min-
ister. Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.

Prime Minister Gilani. Thank you so
much.

President Bush. Thank you very much.
I appreciate it.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 9 a.m. at the Hyatt
Regency Sharm El Sheikh. In his remarks, he re-
ferred to President Hamid Karzai of Afghanistan.
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President Bush. 1 just had a discussion
with the Vice President, the Deputy Prime
Minister, Foreign Minister of the sovereign
nation of Iraq. I told them that I'm impressed
by the progress that’s taking place, the secu-
rity progress. We talked about Basra and the
success of the Iraqi Government in Basra in
dealing with Shi’a extremists.

We talked about the economic progress
that is being made. We also talked about the
fact that there’s—more work needs to be
done, that this is—you know, there’s still
problems. But the good news is, is that these
three leaders recognize the problems, and
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they have got solutions to deal with the prob-
lems.

And finally, we talked about the need for
the people in the Middle East to understand
the importance of a successful Iraq. And
these three men are courageous men.
They’re smart, capable people who are—who
represent the Iraqi people with a lot of dig-
nity.
ti‘ind I welcome you here, Mr. Vice Presi-
dent. Thank you for coming.

Vice President Abd Al-Mahdi. Thank
you, Mr. President. We had a very good
meeting with President Bush, who always
supported Iraq. And we assessed the
progress that we did on all levels—security,
politics, even economical progress. It’s a reg-
ular relationship, and international commu-
nity progress has been marked all of the—
on those levels.

We also assessed the future, what we
should do in the future, the long-term rela-
tionship, other issues of economic kind, and
also the regional issue.

So we are working together, really, Iraq
with the United States. And we were always
optimistic, even in the worst days. And we
now—today, we realize how—the impor-
tance of our work, of the cooperation be-
tween the United States and Iraq, and we'll
continue that.

President Bush. Thank you all.

Vice President Abd Al-Mahdi. Thank
you.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:43 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Sharm El Sheikh. Participating in
the meeting were Vice President Adil Abd Al-
Mahdi, Deputy Prime Minister Barham Salih, and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Hoshyar Mahmud
Zebari of Iraq.
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Klaus, thank you very much. Thanks for
inviting me. Klaus said, “It’s about time you
showed up.” Proud to be here. Laura and
I are so honored that, Klaus, you gave us
a chance to come. I do want to thank Presi-
dent Mubarak and Mrs. Mubarak for their
wonderful hospitality. I want to thank the
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