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Proclamation 8265—Great Outdoors 
Month, 2008 
May 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
From the Appalachian Mountains to the 

Grand Canyon, America is blessed with 
places of natural beauty where our citizens 
can discover the full splendor of this great 
Nation. During Great Outdoors Month, our 
Nation celebrates the grandeur of our open 
spaces, strengthens our commitment to pre-
serving this heritage, and reaffirms our dedi-
cation to protecting our air, water, and lands. 

My Administration remains dedicated to 
wise stewardship of the environment, and we 
will continue to protect our Nation’s natural 
wonders. This past year, we have made great 
strides in helping wildlife thrive and in re-
storing habitat for migratory birds through 
cooperative conservation. Working with State 
and tribal officials, we are preserving impor-
tant wildlife habitats and expanding the Na-
tional Wildlife Refuge system. Citizens can 
visit takepride.gov to learn more about op-
portunities to care for our environment. 

Great Outdoors Month is an opportunity 
to honor those who work to keep our natural 
places beautiful and to celebrate some of our 
country’s favorite outdoor pastimes. These 
activities encourage a healthy lifestyle and 
give Americans pride in the great American 
landscape. As responsible stewards of our 
natural resources, we can help ensure that 
the great outdoors will be available for enjoy-
ment by generations to come. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as 
Great Outdoors Month. I call on all Ameri-
cans to observe this month with appropriate 

programs and activities, and to take time to 
visit and enjoy the great outdoors. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:59 a.m., June 3, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 4. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 8267—National Child’s 
Day, 2008 
May 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America has a duty to provide its children 

with the support and skills they need to be-
come the next generation of responsible 
leaders. On National Child’s Day, we under-
score the importance of fostering the love, 
encouragement, and protection that empow-
ers our children to become happy and suc-
cessful adults. 

Children are a precious gift who need the 
love and support of family and friends to lead 
lives rich in promise and fulfillment. Parents 
are the most vital part of a child’s life, pro-
viding them with the guidance and discipline 
to make the right choices and understand the 
consequences of their actions. Family, teach-
ers, and others inspire our youth to use their 
talents and to become confident and caring 
adults. Religious and community leaders also 
have a role in teaching values and encour-
aging children to love their neighbors just 
as they would like to be loved themselves. 
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Together, we can all help our children be 
prepared to meet life’s challenges and realize 
the great promise of our country. 

My Administration continues to support 
programs that help prepare America’s youth 
for the opportunities ahead. The No Child 
Left Behind Act requires that every child 
have access to a quality education. We have 
made significant progress toward that goal 
across the country, with students achieving 
record math and reading scores. The Amer-
ica COMPETES Act, which was built upon 
my American Competitiveness Initiative, 
helped strengthen our goal of staying com-
petitive within the global economy. The 
Helping America’s Youth initiative, led by 
First Lady Laura Bush, encourages adults to 
work to help our young people reach their 
full potential. 

On National Child’s Day and throughout 
the year, we honor the boys and girls of 
America and show our gratitude to those who 
work to support them. This day is a reminder 
to us all that our commitment to children 
helps make our country a better place. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 1, 2008, as 
National Child’s Day. I call upon all our citi-
zens to celebrate National Child’s Day with 
appropriate ceremonies and activities. I also 
urge all Americans to dedicate time and en-
ergy to educating our youth and providing 
them with a safe and caring environment. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of May, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:59 a.m., June 3, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 4. This item was not re-
ceived in time for publication in the appropriate 
issue. 

Proclamation 8264—Black Music 
Month, 2008 
May 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
America’s diverse musical heritage exem-

plifies the creativity and optimism of our Na-
tion. During Black Music Month, we cele-
brate the extraordinary talents and creativity 
of African-American singers, musicians, and 
composers whose achievements have en-
riched our culture and enhanced our lives. 

For generations, African-American artists 
have created music that communicates across 
racial boundaries and expresses both joy and 
sorrow. When facing the cruelty of slavery 
and injustice, African Americans lifted spir-
ituals to the heavens, bringing comfort to 
troubled souls. These timeless declarations 
of hope and faith evolved into the more mod-
ern genres of gospel, blues, ragtime, and jazz, 
and they are given voice in the musical genius 
of Scott Joplin, Marian Anderson, Eubie 
Blake, and Mahalia Jackson. During the Civil 
Rights era, African-American musicians such 
as Duke Ellington, Muddy Waters, and Ruth 
Brown conveyed the struggles of their com-
munities while bringing people of all back-
grounds together. Today, this music con-
tinues to inspire America’s citizens and ad-
vance its creative spirit. 

Throughout the course of American his-
tory, black musicians have used their great 
talents to share the richness of the African- 
American experience and to develop a 
uniquely American style of music enjoyed 
throughout the world. This month, we honor 
the pioneers of African-American music and 
today’s contemporary artists who have en-
riched the lives of people everywhere. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as 
Black Music Month. I encourage all Ameri-
cans to learn more about the history of black 
music and to enjoy the great contributions 
of African-American singers, musicians, and 
composers. 
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