
779 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / June 2 

we need is more priority. People got to set 
the priorities. Government can’t try to be all 
things to all people. Government has got to 
also understand that when someone’s work-
ing hard, the more money they have in their 
pocket, the better off the country is. 

I want to talk about small businesses. Sev-
enty percent of new jobs are created by small 
businesses. It’s really an important part of 
the American economic scene. As a matter 
of fact, it’s an important part of a hopeful 
America. Isn’t it wonderful to have a country 
where people can come and have a dream 
and work hard and own their own business? 

And so that’s why throughout this adminis-
tration we’ve been promoting the ownership 
society. I love it when I mean—I meet own-
ers of a business. Many of them happen to 
be formed around a kitchen table. And you 
meet these men and women, and they just— 
with such pride, they tell you about their 
company, and they tell you about their em-
ployees, and they tell you how proud they 
are of being able to make it. 

Well, it just turns out that 75 percent of 
the taxpayers who benefited from the reduc-
tion of the top bracket were small-business 
owners. So when you hear people say, ‘‘We’re 
just going to tax the rich,’’ American citizens 
have got to understand, because of the way 
these small businesses are set up, that they 
pay taxes at the individual income tax rate. 
And so when you hear ‘‘tax the rich,’’ you’re 
really talking about taxing mom and pop 
businesses. If 70 percent of the new jobs in 
America are created by small businesses, why 
would you want to take money out of their 
treasury? Why wouldn’t you want to encour-
age them to thrive by letting them keep more 
of their hard-earned dollars? 

If Congress doesn’t act, 27 [sic] small-busi-
ness owners will face a tax increase of $4,066 
on average. In other words, that $4,000, on 
average, for the small businesses won’t be 
available for investment, won’t be available 
for programs that help their employees, will 
make it harder for them to compete. 

And so I want to thank you all for your 
steadfast support of the American people and 
the American small-business owner by work-
ing to keep taxes low. 

Today the Senate is debating a bill called 
the Warner-Lieberman bill, which would im-

pose roughly $6 trillion of new costs on the 
American economy. There is a much better 
way to address the environment than impos-
ing these costs on the job creators, which will 
ultimately have to be borne by American 
consumers. And I urge the Congress to be 
very careful about running up enormous 
costs for future generations of Americans. 

We’ll work with the Congress, but the idea 
of a huge spending bill fueled by taxes—in-
creases—isn’t the right way to proceed. And 
the right way for Congress to proceed on 
taxes in general is to send a clear message 
that these tax relief we passed need to be 
made permanent. 

Thank you for your interest. Thank you for 
your concern about our fellow citizens. God 
bless you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11 a.m. in Room 
450 of the Dwight D. Eisenhower Executive Of-
fice Building. In his remarks, he referred to Law-
rence B. Lindsey, president and chief executive 
officer, the Lindsey Group; Robert Carroll, vice 
president for economic policy, the Tax Founda-
tion; John Rutledge, chairman, Rutledge Capital; 
and Martin A. Regalia, vice president for eco-
nomic and tax policy and chief economist, U.S. 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Statement on the Situation in 
Zimbabwe 
June 2, 2008 

The continued use of Government-spon-
sored violence in Zimbabwe, including un-
warranted arrests and intimidation of opposi-
tion figures, to prevent the Movement for 
Democratic Change from campaigning freely 
ahead of the June 27 Presidential runoff elec-
tion is deplorable. We call on the regime to 
immediately halt all attacks and to permit 
freedom of assembly, freedom of speech, and 
access to the media. We urge the Southern 
African Development Community, the Afri-
can Union, the United Nations, and other 
international organizations to blanket the 
country with election and human rights mon-
itors immediately. 

We also are concerned by reports that mis-
guided Government policies are projected to 
result in one of the worst crop harvests in 
Zimbabwean history. While Robert Mugabe 
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makes political statements in Rome, his peo-
ple continue to face empty markets at home. 
The United States currently feeds more than 
1 million Zimbabweans and spent more than 
$170 million on food assistance in Zimbabwe 
last year. We will continue these efforts to 
prevent Government-induced starvation in 
Zimbabwe. 

NOTE: The statement referred to President Rob-
ert Mugabe of Zimbabwe. 

Proclamation 8268—National 
Oceans Month, 2008 
June 2, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
Oceans have provided an important part 

of our heritage, economy, and recreation, 
and they are a vital resource for our country 
and the world. During National Oceans 
Month, we reaffirm our commitment to pro-
tect and wisely use these precious waters and 
the habitat beneath them. 

We have a solemn responsibility to care 
for our seas and show concern for the plant 
and animal life that inhabit them. Oceans 
bring enjoyment and prosperity to countless 
people, from boating and fishing, to trans-
porting goods, to traveling the waterways. By 
being good stewards of the oceans, we can 
ensure that future generations are able to 
enjoy the great blessings of our natural herit-
age. 

My Administration is committed to safe-
guarding the oceans and ensuring effective 
conservation. Since the release of my Ocean 
Action Plan in 2004, we have taken steps to 
prevent pollution and improve the health of 
marine wildlife by working with State, tribal, 
and local governments, as well as private sec-
tor and international partners. We are work-
ing to end overfishing in U.S. waters and to 
stop destructive fishing practices on the high 
seas. We are also supporting ocean programs 
to educate the public on the need to prevent 
marine debris and improve the quality of the 
marine environment, as well as other projects 
such as the International Coral Reef Initia-
tive that can help conserve and restore deli-

cate and essential ecosystems. By working to 
protect our oceans, we ensure that natural 
wonders like the Papahānaumokuākea Ma-
rine National Monument in the North-
western Hawaiian Islands will be enjoyed for 
generations to come. 

This month is an opportunity to show our 
gratitude toward all those who work to pro-
tect the oceans, to learn more about the vital 
role oceans play in the life of our country, 
and to discover ways we can conserve their 
many natural treasures. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim June 2008 as Na-
tional Oceans Month. I encourage all our citi-
zens to observe this month with appropriate 
ceremonies and activities. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this second day of June, in the year 
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the 
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
9:56 a.m., June 4, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the 
Federal Register on June 5. 

Remarks Honoring the 2008 NCAA 
Men’s Basketball Champion 
University of Kansas Jayhawks 
June 3, 2008 

The President. Please sit down. Welcome. 
It’s an honor to welcome the 2008 NCAA 
men’s basketball champs, the Kansas 
Jayhawks. So when Kansas fans come to the 
Rose Garden, they don’t come to admire the 
flowers. [Laughter] They come to ‘‘wave the 
wheat.’’ I just wish Big Jay and Baby Jay 
could have come with you. Barney was look-
ing forward to meeting them. [Laughter] 

I want to congratulate this team. You 
brought new glory to one of our Nation’s 
most storied basketball programs, and you 
gave your fans all across America one more 
reason to chant, ‘‘Rock Chalk Jayhawk!’’ 
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