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friend of my family’s—friends of my family
for a long period of time. We're really lucky
to have with us today the Oak Ridge Boys.
I'm honored they are here.

Thank you all for coming. Please enjoy
yourselves. May God bless you and your fam-
ilies. And may God continue to bless the
United States of America. Thank you for
coming,

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:43 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to entertainers the Oak Ridge Boys.

Remarks Following a Meeting on
Earthquake Relief Efforts in China

June 6, 2008

Thank you very much, Bonnie, for inviting
me here. I'm proud to be here with Secretary
of State Rice, Secretary of Treasury Paulson.
Ambassador, thank you for being here.

I've just been briefed about how the
United States private sector, faith-based
community, NGO community’s responding
to what is a horrible human disaster in
China—estimated 70,000 people have died,
18,000 people missing, 15 million people
homeless, and the tally is still being counted.
There’s no question, this is a major human
disaster that requires a strong response from
the Chinese Government, which is what
they're providing, but it also responds—a
compassionate response from nations to
whom—for—that have got the blessings—
good blessings of life, and that’s us.

I told the folks assembled here that I'm
not surprised that the American people have
responded to this challenge. And the reason
I'm not surprised is, we're a compassionate,
decent nation that cares deeply about a
stranger who hurts. And so the response of
the—so far of our American citizens have
been impressive—unprecedented and un-
paralleled in its compassion.

There’ll be more work that needs to be
done. My message to the Chinese Govern-
ment is, thank you for welcoming our aid;
thank you for taking a firm response to this
disaster; and just know the American people
care about the people of China. When a
brother and sister hurts, we care about it.
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And so that’s why our response has been
so robust and so compassionate to date. I
want to thank you all from the bottom of
my heart for showing the great compassion
of America.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:43 a.m. at the
American Red Cross National Headquarters. In
his remarks, he referred to Bonnie McElveen-
Hunter, chairman of the board of governors,
American Red Cross; and China’s Ambassador to
the U.S. Zhou Wenzhong.

Remarks at a Swearing-In Ceremony
for Steven C. Preston as the
Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development

June 6, 2008

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank
you. Welcome. Thank you. It's a—so glad to
be here at the Department of Housing and
Urban Development. And I've come to intro-
duce you to your new boss, Secretary Steve
Preston. I want to thank Steve’s wife, Molly,
five children, and his mom and dad, Lee and
Ursula.

Mr. Secretary, thanks for coming—Sec-
retary Kempthorne; and Director John Wal-
ters. It’s good to see two of your predecessors
here, Steve—Alphonso Jackson and Jack
Kemp. Thank you all for coming,

This is a time of turbulence in the housing
market and slow growth for our overall econ-
omy. This morning the Labor Department
reported that our economy lost 49,000 jobs
in May and the unemployment rate rose to
5.5 percent. This rise was caused, in part,
by a surge of new, young entrants into the
job market, but it’s clearly a sign that is con-
sistent with slow economic growth.

To help keep this economy growing, we
did pass an economic stimulus package that
provides tax rebates for American families
and incentives for businesses to invest in new
equipment. We're beginning to see the signs
that the stimulus may be working. And now
the Congress needs to take the next steps.
At a time when Americans are concerned
about higher gas prices, Congress needs to
pass legislation that expands—it will allow for
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the expansion of American energy produc-
tion.

In this period of economic uncertainty, the
last thing the Americans need is a massive
tax increase. So Congress needs to send a
clear message that the tax relief that we
passed will be made permanent.

Unfortunately, these policies are being
blocked by the Democratic Congress. So I
call on congressional leaders to put partisan-
ship aside and work with me to enact these
important initiatives for the American peo-
ple.

This Department is also critical to meeting
the challenges we face in our economy. We
need strong leadership in the Secretary’s of-
fice. Steve Preston is the right man for the
job. He’s a financial expert who understands
how the housing market impacts our broader
economy. He’s a skilled manager. He’s a per-
son of character and integrity.

Secretary Preston will work to strengthen
homeownership with the same dedication he
brought to his previous job of strengthening
American small-business community. As the
head of the SBA, Steve presided over loan
guarantee programs that are similar in struc-
ture to those run by the Federal Housing
Administration. And just as an entrepreneurs
across our Nation found a trusted friend in
Steve Preston, so will America’s home-
owners.

Before coming to the SBA, Steve gained
valuable financial and leadership experience
in the private sector. His impressive career
has taken him from investment banking to
senior financial posts at major corporations.
Wherever he’s gone, Steve has earned the
admiration of his colleagues. He takes on this
new challenge with my full confidence and
my trust.

Steve takes over for a good man, my long-
time buddy, Secretary Alphonso Jackson. I
thank you for your compassion and your hard
work. You helped change a lot of lives. And
I wish you and Marcia all the very best. See
you back in Texas. [Laughter]

I also want to thank Deputy Secretary Roy
Bernardi for his service. He filled in as the
Acting Secretary during this transition. He
spent nearly 7 years of his life here at this
Department. And I appreciate your hard
work on behalf of all Americans.
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As Steve takes office, his first priority will
[be] * to help lead my administration’s re-
sponse to the challenges in the housing mar-
ket. We've taken aggressive action to help
responsible homeowners to keep their homes
by giving the FHA greater {lexibility to offer
refinancing options. We're also helping to
bring together what’s now called the HOPE
NOW Alliance. By working together, partici-
pants in the mortgage industry have helped
more than 1 million—1%. million families
stay in their homes. HOPE NOW is working,
but we’ve got more to do.

Yesterday we learned that the foreclosure
rates continued to rise in the first quarter.
So Steve will work with Democrats and Re-
publicans in Congress to address this chal-
lenge. We need to pass legislation to reform
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac. We need to
pass legislation to modernize the Federal
Housing Administration and allow State
housing agencies to issue tax-free bonds to
help homeowners refinance their mortgages.
By taking these steps, we'll help more re-
sponsible homeowners weather this rough
patch and, at the same time, strengthen the
dream of homeownership for generations to
come.

I've got confidence that were going to
meet these challenges, and I got confidence
in the people who work in this Department.
I appreciate what you do every day to expand
the dream of homeownership. I thank you
for your efforts to provide low-income Amer-
icans with access to affordable housing. You
work hard to make sure our communities are
more vibrant and hopeful. The United States
is fortunate to have such devoted public serv-
ants in this Department. And I'm grateful
for your service.

You're going to have a worthy leader in
Steve Preston. I thank the Senate for con-
firming Steve as your new Secretary. And
now I ask the Senate to confirm the three
remaining HUD nominees to help him lead
this Department.

Steve, I appreciate your stepping forward
to serve your country once again. I congratu-
late you. And now I ask my Chief of Staff,
Josh Bolten, to administer the oath of office.

* White House correction.
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NoTE: The President spoke at 1:55 p.m. at the
Department of Housing and Urban Development.
In his remarks, he referred to Marcia Jackson,
wife of former Secretary of Housing and Urban
Development Alphonso R. Jackson. The transcript
released by the Office of the Press Secretary also
included the remarks of Secretary Preston.

Proclamation 8269—Flag Day and
National Flag Week, 2008

June 6, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

The American flag has been our national
symbol for 231 years, and it remains a beacon
of freedom wherever it is flown. Since the
Second Continental Congress adopted the
Stars and Stripes as our flag in 1777, it has
stood for freedom, justice, and the resolve
of our Nation.

When Francis Scott Key saw the American
flag flying over Fort McHenry in 1814, he
believed that liberty would triumph. The flag
that inspired Key to write our National An-
them still energizes and emboldens the
American spirit today. As our Nation faces
the challenges of a new era, Old Glory re-
minds us that liberty can prevail over oppres-
sion.

Since the first days of our Republic, Amer-
icans have flown the flag to show their pride
and appreciation for the freedoms they enjoy
in this great Nation. Every day, Americans
pledge their allegiance to the flag of the
United States, and our troops carry it before
them as they defend the liberties for which
it stands.

On Flag Day and during National Flag
Week, we remember those in uniform whose
courage and sacrifice inspire us here at
home. We also remember the rich history
of one of our oldest national symbols and re-
flect on our duty to carry our heritage of free-
dom into the future.

To commemorate the adoption of our flag,
the Congress, by joint resolution approved
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August 3, 1949, as amended (63 Stat. 492),
designated June 14 of each year as “Flag
Day” and requested that the President issue
an annual proclamation calling for its observ-
ance and for the display of the flag of the
United States on all Federal Government
buildings. The Congress also requested, by
joint resolution approved June 9, 1966, as
amended (80 Stat. 194), that the President
issue annually a proclamation designating the
week in which June 14 occurs as “National
Flag Week” and calling upon all citizens of
the United States to display the flag during
that week.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim June 14, 2008, as Flag
Day and the week beginning June 8, 2008,
as National Flag Week. I direct the appro-
priate officials to display the flag on all Fed-
eral Government buildings during that week,
and I urge all Americans to observe Flag Day
and National Flag Week by flying the Stars
and Stripes from their homes and other ap-
propriate places. I also call upon the people
of the United States to observe with pride
and all due ceremony those days from Flag
Day through Independence Day, also set
aside by the Congress (89 Stat. 211), as a
time to honor America, to celebrate our her-
itage in public gatherings and activities, and
to publicly recite the Pledge of Allegiance
to the Flag of the United States of America.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this sixth day of June, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-second.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 10, 2008]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on June 11.
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