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to the Paris conference, along with Secretary
Rice, on our behalf to ask nations to con-
tribute to the development of Afghanistan,
which will mean theyll be contributing to
peace.

And then, of course, we'll be talking about
the economy. A lot of Americans are con-
cerned about our economy. I can understand
why. Gasoline prices are high; energy prices
are high. I do remind them that we have put
a stimulus package forward that is expected
to help boost the economy. Of course, we’ll
be monitoring the situation.

I will remind our friends and allies over-
seas that we're all too dependent on hydro-
carbons, and we must work to advance tech-
nologies to help us become less dependent
on hydrocarbons. T'll also remind them,
though, that the United States has an oppor-
tunity to help increase the supply of oil on
the market, therefore, taking pressure off
gasoline for hard-working Americans. And
that I've proposed to the Congress that they
open up ANWR, open up the Continental
Shelf, and give this country a chance to help
us through this difficult period by finding
more supplies of crude oil, which will take
the pressure off the price of gasoline.

These are global issues we’ll be discussing.
Secretary Paulson will be also discussing
issues at the G-8—the G-8 ministers in
Japan this week.

As well, T'll talk about our Nation’s com-
mitment to a strong dollar. A strong dollar
is in our Nation’s interests. It is in the inter-
ests of the global economy. Our economy is
large, and it’s open and flexible. Our capital
markets are some of the deepest and most
liquid. And the long-term health and strong
foundation of our economy will shine
through and be reflected in currency values.

U.S. economy has continued to grow in
the face of unprecedented challenges. We
got to keep our economies flexible. Both the
U.S. economy and European economies
need to be flexible in order to deal with to-
day’s challenges.

I'm looking forward to my trip, and I'm
looking forward to seeing Laura. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:55 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.
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Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments

June 9, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
requests for the Departments of Agriculture,
Energy, Homeland Security, Housing and
Urban Development, the Interior, Labor,
Transportation, and the Treasury; as well as
the Corps of Engineers, the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administration, and the
Office of Personnel Management. These
amendments will decrease by $3 million the
overall discretionary budget authority in my
FY 2009 Budget.

These amendments are necessary to cor-
rectly reflect policies proposed in my FY
2009 Budget. The details of these amend-
ments are set forth in the enclosed letter
from the Director of the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 10.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting
Budget Amendments

June 9, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:

I ask the Congress to consider the en-
closed amendments to my FY 2009 Budget
for the Departments of Agriculture, Com-
merce, Health and Human Services, Home-
land Security, the Interior, Labor, and the
Treasury. Overall, the discretionary budget
authority proposed in my FY 2009 Budget
would not be increased by these requests.

I am requesting an additional $546 million
for the Department of Commerce to cover
increased costs to conduct the 2010 Decen-
nial Census. I am also requesting $275 mil-
lion for the Department of Health and
Human Services to improve food and med-
ical product safety and $1 million for the De-
partment of Homeland Security to continue
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operations of the Office of the Federal Coor-
dinator for Gulf Coast Rebuilding through
February 28, 2009. These amounts are fully
offset by reductions to other accounts.

The details of these amendments are set
forth in the enclosed letter from the Director
of the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 10.

Letter to the Speaker of the House of
Representatives Transmitting a
Supplemental Budget Request for
the Legislative Branch for Fiscal
Year 2008

June 9, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:

As a matter of comity, I am transmitting
to the Congress, without modification, the
enclosed supplemental proposal from the
legislative branch for FY 2008.

The details of this request are set forth
in the enclosed letter from the Director of
the Office of Management and Budget.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NOTE: This letter was released by the Office of
the Press Secretary on June 10.

The President’s News Conference
With European Union Leaders in
Kranj

June 10, 2008

Prime Minister Jansa. Good afternoon,
and welcome to Slovenia. Welcome to Brdo,
where we have just concluded this year’s
summit meeting between the EU and the
U.S.A. I welcome in our midst the President
of the United States of America, Mr. George
W. Bush, and the President of the European
Commission, Mr. Jose Barroso.

For the U.S. President, this is the eighth
summit and his second visit to Slovenia. It
happened on the same spot; also, the press
conference was held here. This is a historic
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event. On my visit to Washington 2 years ago,
Mr. President, you welcomed us by saying
that Slovenia is a piece of heaven on Earth,
and we enjoyed your excellent hospitality. I
hope we are returning that hospitality to
some extent today.

Our discussions at this summit were very
good and open. We confirmed that the trans-
atlantic partnership is solid and dynamic.
This message carries special weight in the
historic context of this summit. Sixty years
ago, the U.S. offered the ravaged and divided
Europe hope through the Marshall plan and
through courage, solidarity, and vision. The
first U.S. President, George Washington,
once said that there will be a united states
of Europe. This has not happened yet, but
the European Union has been created, an
area of freedom and progress uniting 500
million Europeans.

The European Union and the U.S. share
the most important fundamental values: de-
mocracy, free entrepreneurial initiative, re-
spect for human rights and fundamental free-
doms, and the respect for the principles of
the rule of law. The EU and the U.S. to-
gether represent 10 percent of the world’s
population. The trade in goods and services
amounts to €3 billion a day, and they to-
gether produce almost 60 percent of the
world’s GDP. And together they contribute
75 percent of development aid to poor coun-
tries. However, they also emit the majority
of greenhouse gases.

Because of all these reasons, they also
share a significant joint responsibility impact-
ing the key global challenges. Our views on
certain paths differ. Our views are different
on, for example, the death penalty or the
mandatory restriction on CO- emissions, but
we are openly discussing these differences
and looking for solutions.

We spoke at length about the issues of cli-
mate change and energy security. These
issues affect all humanity and our well-estab-
lished habits and our way of life. We con-
firmed our readiness to face this challenge
together. We in the European Union con-
sider it necessary to define the mandatory
objectives for reducing CO> emissions and
to reach a global agreement. We must co-
operate in protecting the environment, in
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