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you will be isolated and you will have eco-
nomic hardship if you continue trying to en-
rich. 

As you might remember, I worked closely 
with Vladimir Putin on this issue. When I 
said that—when asked at one of these innu-
merable press conferences, ‘‘Did you—do 
you think they ought to have a civilian nu-
clear program?’’ I said, ‘‘Of course, they 
should, but they can’t be trusted to enrich.’’ 

And therefore, I agree with Russia that 
Russia—when Russia said she will provide 
enriched uranium for a civilian nuclear 
power program and will collect the enriched 
uranium, thereby negating the need for the 
Iranian regime to enrich at all. 

And so we will continue working dip-
lomatically. 

Listen, thank you very much. I’ve enjoyed 
being with you. I hope you’ve enjoyed being 
with me. You haven’t? Thank you. 

NOTE: The President’s news conference began at 
10:31 a.m. in the Rose Garden at the White 
House. In his remarks, he referred to Deputy Na-
tional Security Adviser for International Eco-
nomic Affairs Daniel M. Price, in his capacity as 
personal representative (sherpa) for the President 
in preparations for the G–8 summit; and Prime 
Minister Vladimir Putin of Russia, in his former 
capacity as President of Russia. 

Message on the Observance of 
Independence Day, 2008 
July 2, 2008 

I send greetings to all Americans on Inde-
pendence Day. 

More than two centuries ago, bold and 
courageous visionaries pledged their lives, 
their fortunes, and their sacred honor in sign-
ing the Declaration of Independence. Guid-
ed by ancient and eternal truths, our fore-
fathers proclaimed to the world that liberty 
was the natural right of all mankind and in 
doing so began one of the greatest chapters 
in human history. On the Fourth of July, our 
country commemorates the great achieve-
ments of these heroes and reaffirms its un-
wavering confidence in the power of free-
dom. 

It was the desire for freedom that inspired 
our Founding Fathers, and it is the belief 

in the universality of freedom that guides our 
Nation. On this occasion, we pay special trib-
ute to the men and women of our Armed 
Forces, both past and present, who have an-
swered freedom’s call and defended the val-
ues that make America the greatest country 
on earth. 

May God bless America. 
George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifi-
cation of the content of this message. 

Remarks at a Groundbreaking 
Ceremony for the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center in 
Bethesda, Maryland 
July 3, 2008 

Thank you very much, Deputy Secretary 
England, for that generous introduction. I 
am so honored to be here at Bethesda Na-
tional Naval Medical Center. This is often 
called the President’s hospital. The reason 
why is this is where the President gets med-
ical care. But I’m relieved today not to be 
on the treadmill, weighing in, and getting a 
blood test. [Laughter] I also will tell you that 
the care that the President gets here is ex-
traordinary. 

I am so excited to be here for what is a 
grand occasion. This is a big deal, the break-
ing ground of a new joint medical facility for 
the men and women of our Armed Forces. 
Thank you all for joining us. 

In a few years, the current campus at Wal-
ter Reed will close, and many of its services 
will be relocated to the new complex here 
on the grounds at Bethesda. The two hos-
pitals will be merged into one central cam-
pus, which will be called the Walter Reed 
National Military Medical Center. At this 
new center, wounds will be healed, medical 
knowledge will be advanced, lives will be re-
built. And those who wear our Nation’s uni-
form will be reminded that they have the en-
during gratitude of the American people. 

I thank all who serve Walter Reed and Be-
thesda. I love being with the healers and 
caregivers and incredibly compassionate peo-
ple who makes our current facility successful 
and will make this new center a great success. 
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