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NOTE: The President spoke at 4:22 p.m. at the 
Windsor Hotel Toya Resort and Spa. In his re-
marks, he referred to Prime Minister Yasuo 
Fukuda of Japan. 

Remarks on Intelligence Reform 
Legislation 
July 9, 2008 

Today the United States Congress passed 
a vital piece of legislation that will make it 
easier for this administration and future ad-
ministrations to protect the American people. 
This vital intelligence bill will allow our na-
tional security professionals to quickly and 
effectively monitor the plans of terrorists out-
side the United States, while respecting the 
liberties of the American people. 

This legislation is critical to America’s safe-
ty; it is long overdue. Months ago, my admin-
istration set out key criteria that this intel-
ligence legislation would have to have before 
I would sign it into law. The Attorney Gen-
eral and Director of National Intelligence re-
port that the bill Congress passed today 
meets these criteria, and therefore, I will 
soon sign the bill into law. 

This bill will help our intelligence profes-
sionals learn who the terrorists are talking 
to, what they’re saying, and what they’re 
planning. It will ensure that those companies 
whose assistance is necessary to protect the 
country will, themselves, be protected from 
lawsuits for past or future cooperation with 
the Government. It will uphold our most sol-
emn obligation as officials of the Federal 
Government to protect the American people. 

I want to thank the members of my admin-
istration who worked hard to get this legisla-
tion passed. I thank the Democratic and Re-
publican leadership in the Congress for their 
efforts, particularly House Majority Leader 
Hoyer, House Republican Whip Blunt, Sen-
ators Bond and Rockefeller, Congressmen 
Hoekstra, Reyes, and Smith. 

This legislation shows that even in an elec-
tion year, we can come together and get im-
portant pieces of legislation passed. 

Thank you. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 4:01 p.m. in the 
Rose Garden at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to Attorney General Michael B. 

Mukasey. Due to the 13-hour time difference, 
these remarks were made after those to the White 
House press pool in Toyako, Japan. 

Remarks on Signing the FISA 
Amendments Act of 2008 

July 10, 2008 

Thank you all. Please be seated. Thank 
you. Welcome to the Rose Garden. Today 
I’m pleased to sign landmark legislation that 
is vital to the security of our people. The bill 
will allow our intelligence professionals to 
quickly and effectively monitor the commu-
nications of terrorists abroad, while respect-
ing the liberties of Americans here at home. 
The bill I sign today will help us meet our 
most solemn responsibility: to stop new at-
tacks and to protect our people. 

Members of my administration have made 
a vigorous case for this important law. I want 
to thank them, and I also want to thank the 
Members of the House and the Senate 
who’ve worked incredibly hard to get this leg-
islation done. Mr. Vice President, welcome. 

Respect the Members of the Senate and 
the House who’ve joined us—Senate Repub-
lican Whip Jon Kyl; John Boehner, House 
Republican leader; Roy Blunt, House Re-
publican whip. I do want to pay special trib-
ute to Congressman Steny Hoyer, House ma-
jority leader, for his hard work on this bill. 
I thank so very much Senator Jay Rocke-
feller, chairman of the Senate Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, and Senator Kit 
Bond, vice chairman, for joining us. I appre-
ciate the hard work of Congressman Silvestre 
Reyes, chairman of the House Permanent 
Select Committee on Intelligence, and Con-
gressman Pete Hoekstra, ranking member. I 
also welcome Congressman Lamar Smith, 
ranking member of the House Judiciary. I 
thank all the other Members of the House 
and Senate who’ve joined us; appreciate your 
very good work. 

I welcome Attorney General Michael 
Mukasey, as well as Admiral Mike McCon-
nell, Director of National Intelligence. Ap-
preciate other members of the administra-
tion who have joined us. I want to thank the 
congressional staff who are here and all the 
supporters of this piece of legislation. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 21:27 Jul 14, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00027 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P27JYT4.011 P27JYT4ys
hi

ve
rs

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

1P
C

62
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T


		Superintendent of Documents
	2017-07-18T11:54:45-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




