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it doesn’t rupture relations, or doesn’t embar-
rass somebody, or doesn’t humiliate. And I 
think when people look at my Presidency, 
when it’s all said and done, they’ll say, ‘‘It’s 
amazing that the Bush administration had 
good, strong relations with South Korea, 
Japan, China, Thailand, India.’’ And I happen 
to believe that it’s—it enhances the stability 
of the region and helps all of us grow in a 
constructive way. 

President’s Legacy 
Mr. Suthichai. What is going to be your 

legacy? 
The President. Oh, I don’t know. I’ll be 

dead when they finally figure it out. 
Mr. Suthichai. But what do you want his-

tory to remember you—— 
The President. Somebody who took on 

tough challenges and didn’t shy away from 
doing what he thought was right. And, you 
know, look, I’m a big believer in freedom 
and liberty. That’s been a hallmark of my 
agenda. But I—there’s no such thing as 
short-term history, so I am very confident in 
telling you that I’ll be long gone before some-
body finally figures out the true merit and 
meaning of the Bush administration. 

Six-Party Talks/North Korea 
Mr. Suthichai. Were you impressed by 

the meeting between Secretary of State 
Condi with the North Korean representative 
in Singapore recently? 

The President. I thought it was—what 
impressed me was that the foreign ministers 
all—at the six-party talks, all said the same 
thing to the North Korean: If you want to 
move forward, verify, honor your commit-
ments; if you don’t honor your commitments, 
then there will be additional sanctions and 
additional measures. 

Mr. Suthichai. Are they positive? 
The President. The visits? Yes, I think 

they’ve been positive. There’s just some fun-
damental questions. There’s a lot of doubt 
as to whether or not the six-party talks will 
bear fruition. One thing is for certain: They 
destroyed their cooling tower. Everybody 
saw that. 

Mr. Suthichai. Right, right. 
The President. But will they verify their 

plutonium programs and HEU programs and 

proliferation programs? I hope so. They said 
they would. Now, whether or not they put 
a verification regime in place that we can 
trust, we’ll see. 

President’s Future 
Mr. Suthichai. Sir, last question—is there 

life after the White House? 
The President. Absolutely. I’m only 62 

years old. 
Mr. Suthichai. What do you plan to do? 
The President. You know, I’m going to 

write; I’m going to share my experiences. I’m 
going to build a policy center and library at 
Southern Methodist University in Dallas, 
Texas. Hopefully, I will contribute to man-
kind in positive ways. I haven’t really had 
time to think about it because when you’re 
the President of the United States, you got 
a lot to think about day by day. But I’m look-
ing forward to finishing strong, and then I’m 
going home to Texas. That’s where I was 
raised, that’s where I’m from, and that’s 
where I’m going to retire. 

Mr. Suthichai. That’s good, sir. Thank 
you very much. 

The President. Yes, sir. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:25 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Tenzin Gyatso, the Dalai Lama of Tibet; and 
Chairman Kim Jong Il of North Korea. Suthichai 
Sae-Yoon referred to Aung San Suu Kyi, leader 
of the National League for Democracy in Burma; 
and Foreign Minister Pak Ui Chun of North 
Korea. The transcript was released by the Office 
of the Press Secretary on July 31. A tape was not 
available for verification of the content of this 
interview. 

Interview With Fuqing Yang, CCTV, 
China 
July 30, 2008 

Mr. Yang. So, thank you very much, Mr. 
President, for joining us. 

The President. Thank you, sir. 

Olympic Games 
Mr. Yang. The much anticipated Beijing 

Olympic games will be opening in Beijing 
in just about a week’s time. And you will be 
attending the opening ceremonies on August 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 01:19 Aug 05, 2008 Jkt 214250 PO 00000 Frm 00029 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P30AUT4.001 P30AUT4rm
aj

et
te

 o
n 

P
R

O
D

P
C

74
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



1062 July 31 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

the 8th. And the Chinese people are very 
much looking forward to your visit. So, at 
this moment, what are your expectations for 
the Beijing games? And what kind of mes-
sages will you bring to the Chinese people? 

The President. First message to the Chi-
nese people is, I respect the Chinese people, 
respect the history, tradition. And I’m com-
ing as the President of a friend, and I’m com-
ing as a sportsman. And I’m looking forward 
to the competition. 

I’m looking forward to seeing—I think I’m 
going to go to the U.S.-Chinese basketball 
game. I understand Yao Ming is back on the 
court, and it will be an interesting challenge 
for the U.S. team. It will be exciting for me 
to see the athletes compete, and to watch 
the Chinese fans respond, in this case, to the 
basketball game. 

It’s going to be exciting. And I’m not com-
ing alone. My wife is coming. A lot of my 
family is coming as well. So it’s going to be 
great. 

Olympic Games/President’s 
Decisionmaking/China-U.S. Relations 

Mr. Yang. Okay. You are under a kind of 
pressure from politicians here in Washington 
who call on you not to go to Beijing. 

The President. Yes. 
Mr. Yang. But you insist on going. So, out 

of what consideration did you make such a 
decision? 

The President. Well, first of all, I’m under 
pressure from politicians on a lot of fronts. 
I mean, this isn’t the only issue that I get 
pressured on. And Presidents need to make 
their decision based upon what’s best, not 
what’s political. 

And I think it’s best for U.S.-China’s rela-
tions that I go. I know it’s important for me 
to send a clear signal to the Chinese people 
that we respect them. I tell people that, of 
course, we’ve got differences with China on 
issues. They’ve got differences with us on 
issues. 

But the best way to conduct our diplo-
macy, and conduct our relations, is out of 
mutual respect. And it’s much more likely 
a Chinese leader will listen to my concerns 
if he knows I respect the people of China. 
And so, I’m looking forward to going. I’m 

going to have a dinner with President Hu 
Jintao, who I like. I respect the man a lot. 

And do we agree on everything? Of course 
not. But do we agree to have good, cordial 
relations, and work hard to make our rela-
tionship unique and strong? Absolutely. 

President’s Trip to China/Chinese 
Embassy in Washington, DC 

Mr. Yang. On the agenda of your visit to 
Beijing, you will be attending the opening 
ceremony of the new U.S. Embassy in Bei-
jing? 

The President. Absolutely. 
Mr. Yang. And the new Chinese Embassy 

was just opened in Washington. 
The President. Last night. Yes, I know 

it. Isn’t that exciting? 
Mr. Yang. Yes, very exciting, a very beau-

tiful building. I attended the opening cere-
mony. 

The President. That’s what I hear. You 
know, I.M. Pei is a famous architect who did 
the Chinese building. 

Mr. Yang. Yes. 
The President. So it just shows 30 years 

of a relationship that grows. And I found it 
very interesting somebody said, ‘‘Well, what 
does that mean?’’ Well, first of all, we 
wouldn’t be opening new embassies or cele-
brating a 30th anniversary of relationship if, 
one, the relationships weren’t important, and 
the relationships weren’t good. 

I mean, if the relationships were terrible, 
no one would be celebrating anything. But 
it’s interesting that both countries are open-
ing new embassies in the same month. And 
so I am looking—well, not exactly the same 
month. Today is July and August—but in the 
same couple of weeks. 

And so, yes, I’m going to go. And guess 
who is going to join me? President Bush 41, 
my father, will be there as well. And he was 
the man that introduced me to China in the 
first place, in 1975. 

Mr. Yang. And you were only 18 years 
old? 

The President. No, no, no. I was older. 
I was—’75, I was 31. 

Mr. Yang. Thirty-one? 
The President. Yes, I was born in ’46. My 

brother—see, my sister was 18 during the 
time. 
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Mr. Yang. Okay. 
The President. But, yes, no, look, I was 

a pretty old guy. And I explored around Bei-
jing on a bicycle. It was a interesting time. 
Totally different city then than it is today. 

China 
Mr. Yang. Yes. And you also paid three 

visits in your capacity as the President of the 
United States to China. And, in a sense, you 
bear witness to the changes in China too. 

The President. Absolutely. It’s amazing. 
Mr. Yang. So, yes, how would you elabo-

rate on the changes in the past 30 years, since 
this year also marks the 30th anniversary of 
China’s opening up and reform? 

The President. Yes, 30 years ago, there 
were hardly any automobiles. And everybody 
was on bicycle, truly. Masses of people, me 
included, riding along on our bike. Every-
body wore the same clothes, except for me. 
People—I can remember going to a depart-
ment store, and nobody had seen a west-
erner. And they were amazed when I would 
go. And I would go with my mother and my 
sister. And they were amazed. It was like we 
were, like, from a different planet. 

Today, it’s a much different society. First 
of all, there’s—very colorful. And obviously, 
there’s a lot of automobiles. It seems like 
more automobiles than bicycles. And people 
are used to a relationship between the West 
and China. It’s a common occurrence. 
There’s a lot of exchanges. 

One of the first—I think the first gradua-
tion speech I ever gave as President was to 
Notre Dame, and they were honoring the 
honors graduates in the sciences. And many 
of the people there were Chinese citizens, 
young Chinese students, girls and boys; got 
their degrees at the Notre Dame University. 
It was just—just shows how different things 
are after 30 years. 

China-U.S. Relations 
Mr. Yang. Okay. So there’s also, like, 

China and the United States are going to cel-
ebrate 30 years of diplomatic relations in Jan-
uary 2009. 

The President. Yes. 
Mr. Yang. Yes. How would you evaluate 

the developments between our two countries 
in the diplomatic field in the last 30 years? 

And, particularly, during two of your admin-
istrations, if you can give us a self-assess-
ment? 

The President. Well, I think—look, I 
think they’ve grown very strategic. For exam-
ple, the strategic dialog on economics that 
Secretary Paulson is leading, that is very 
unique. And so he goes to China, and the 
Chinese leaders come here. And our Cabi-
net, many of our Cabinet works with their 
counterparts. And it’s a broadening, a 
strengthening relationship. 

We’ve dealt with some tough problems in 
a way that’s cordial and respectful. And I 
would say that they’re very good relations. 
And I told somebody the other day that it’s 
amazing that the United States now has very 
good relations with China, South Korea and 
Japan, and the ASEAN countries, all at the 
same time. And I think that’s positive for the 
region. 

And take the six-party talks. There’s a com-
mon problem. If North Korea were to end 
up with a nuclear weapon, it would be very 
destabilizing and very troubling for all of us. 
So we decided to work together, sit around 
the table as five parties, saying the same thing 
to the North Koreans. And I’m hopeful that 
it’ll work. But it shows our relationship has 
matured. 

Six-Party Talks 
Mr. Yang. You mentioned the six-party 

talks. Also, six-party talks are high on your 
agenda during your administration for the 
last couple of years. With the demolition of 
the Yongbyon facility, the cooling tower, spe-
cifically, it makes some tangible progress; 
probably gave momentum before the talks. 
So how do you see this mechanism will go 
on? 

The President. Yes. 
Mr. Yang. What kind of messages, if you 

want to say, to the six-party talks? 
The President. Well, first of all, I value 

our partners. The only way to solve this 
peacefully is for us to work together to send 
a common message. I thank the Chinese 
Government for their leadership on this 
issue. 

I firmly believe multilateral diplomacy can 
work this issue better than bilateral diplo-
macy; secondly, that we’re at a very critical 
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moment now for the North Korean Govern-
ment to make a decision as to whether or 
not they’re going to verify what they said they 
would do. It’s one thing to say it, but I think 
it’s going to be very important for them to 
understand that we expect them to show us. 

Now, there’s no question the cooling tower 
went down; that’s perfect verification; every-
body saw it. But there’s going to be—need 
to be verification on the plutonium program, 
the enriched uranium program and the pro-
liferation program. And the decision is theirs. 
And if they make the decisions that we’re 
comfortable with, then we move the process 
forward. And I certainly hope they make the 
right decision. 

Mr. Yang. Thank you, Mr. President. 
The President. Yes. I’m looking forward 

to going to Beijing. 
Mr. Yang. Good wishes to you for a very 

pleasant visit to Beijing. 
The President. I bet I have one. Thank 

you, sir. 
Mr. Yang. Thank you very much. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 2:35 p.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. In his remarks, the President referred 
to Yao Ming, center, Houston Rockets. The tran-
script was released by the Office of the Press Sec-
retary on July 31. A tape was not available for 
verification of the content of this interview. 

Executive Order 13470—Further 
Amendments to Executive Order 
12333, United States Intelligence 
Activities 
July 30, 2008 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the In-
telligence Reform and Terrorism Prevention 
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108–458), and in 
order to update and clarify Executive Order 
13355 of August 27, 2004, Executive Order 
12333 of December 4, 1981, as amended, is 
hereby further amended as follows: 

Section 1. The Preamble to Executive 
Order 12333, as amended, is further amend-
ed by: 

(a) Striking ‘‘and’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof a comma before the word ‘‘accurate’’, 

and inserting ‘‘, and insightful’’ after the word 
‘‘accurate’’ in the first sentence; 

(b) Striking ‘‘statutes’’ and inserting in lieu 
thereof ‘‘the laws’’ before ‘‘of the United 
States of America’’ in the third sentence; and 

(c) Striking ‘‘the’’ before ‘‘United States in-
telligence activities’’ in the third sentence. 

Sec. 2. Executive Order 12333, as amend-
ed, is further amended by striking Part 1 in 
its entirety and inserting in lieu thereof the 
following new part: 

PART 1 Goals, Directions, Duties, and Re-
sponsibilities with Respect to United States 
Intelligence Efforts 

1.1 Goals. The United States intelligence 
effort shall provide the President, the Na-
tional Security Council, and the Homeland 
Security Council with the necessary informa-
tion on which to base decisions concerning 
the development and conduct of foreign, de-
fense, and economic policies, and the protec-
tion of United States national interests from 
foreign security threats. All departments and 
agencies shall cooperate fully to fulfill this 
goal. 

(a) All means, consistent with applicable 
Federal law and this order, and with full con-
sideration of the rights of United States per-
sons, shall be used to obtain reliable intel-
ligence information to protect the United 
States and its interests. 

(b) The United States Government has a 
solemn obligation, and shall continue in the 
conduct of intelligence activities under this 
order, to protect fully the legal rights of all 
United States persons, including freedoms, 
civil liberties, and privacy rights guaranteed 
by Federal law. 

(c) Intelligence collection under this order 
should be guided by the need for information 
to respond to intelligence priorities set by the 
President. 

(d) Special emphasis should be given to 
detecting and countering: 

(1) Espionage and other threats and activi-
ties directed by foreign powers or their 
intelligence services against the United 
States and its interests; 

(2) Threats to the United States and its 
interests from terrorism; and 
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