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Statement on the International 
Convention Against Doping in Sport 
August 4, 2008 

Today I signed the instrument of ratifica-
tion for the International Convention Against 
Doping in Sport adopted by the United Na-
tions Educational, Scientific, and Cultural 
Organization on October 19, 2005. 

This convention is a valuable tool in pro-
tecting the integrity of international sport 
and the health of athletes. The convention 
advances international cooperation on dop-
ing control matters and promotes a drug-free 
competitive environment for athletes. Ratifi-
cation of the convention represents the cul-
mination of the longstanding efforts of the 
international community and the United 
States to jointly develop an equitable and 
harmonized approach to antidoping control 
and enforcement measures in international 
competition. Importantly, the convention 
highlights the vital role of youth education, 
comprehensive drug testing, and research in 
combating doping. 

The timing of the United States ratifica-
tion, on the eve of the Beijing Olympic 
games, is appropriate. Over the next several 
weeks, the world will be focused on the talent 
and dedication of the world’s most accom-
plished athletes. The convention makes clear 
that the use of performance-enhancing drugs 
to gain a competitive advantage undercuts 
the positive attributes of sport. 

I remain particularly concerned that 
doping sends to young people the message 
that performance is more important than 
character and health. As a result, my adminis-
tration has aggressively pursued education 
campaigns, research, and drug testing, as well 
as cooperation among public and private 
partners to encourage clean, fair, and healthy 
sport competition. These efforts have coin-
cided with a significant decline in the num-
ber of young people using performance-en-
hancing drugs. 

The challenges posed by doping must also 
be addressed by international cooperation 
and collaboration. By ratifying the conven-
tion, the United States is demonstrating its 
continued commitment and leadership in 
working with the international community to 
combat this public health issue. 

Remarks Prior to a Meeting With 
President Lee Myung-bak of South 
Korea in Seoul, South Korea 

August 6, 2008 

President Lee. Mr. President, Mrs. Bush, 
as well as your lovely daughter, Barbara 
Bush, I would like to welcome you from the 
bottom of our hearts. Yes, well, Mr. Presi-
dent, the majority of the Korean people have 
been eagerly waiting for your visit to Korea 
this time, and as you saw yesterday, there 
were many people who gathered together to 
welcome your visit to Korea. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Lee. And also, Mr. President, 

yesterday in the lawn in front of the Seoul 
City Hall, there were many people gathered 
there, thousands of people gathered, who 
came together to pray, not only for your visit 
but also for the future of the Korea-U.S. rela-
tionship as well. 

And of course, behind those people, there 
were those who were sort of opposed. 
[Laughter] But, however, the number was 
minimal, sir. 

President Bush. Thank you. 
President Lee. Yes, well, Mr. President, 

I don’t need to reiterate the fact that Korea 
and the United States, we are traditional al-
lies and friends for many, many years. And 
also, it’s been only a little over 5 months since 
I assumed the Presidency, but today is al-
ready our third meeting, Mr. President. So, 
officially, but as well as personally, I have 
deep friendship for you and for the people 
of America, and I believe in the future of 
the Korea-U.S. relationship. 

And as you saw, Mr. President, the weath-
er today is beautiful. We had rain coming, 
torrential rain coming up until about 2 days 
ago. Thank you. 

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Thank 
you, Mr. President. Laura and I are delighted 
to be with you and Mrs. Kim again. Ours 
is a vital relationship. And our three meetings 
will only strengthen the relationship. I ad-
mire your forthrightness, your integrity, and 
your deep love for the people of Korea. 

And I enjoy coming to a free society, 
where people are able to express their opin-
ions. And your country is a free society. So, 
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thank you. I’m looking forward to our con-
versations. Thank you, sir. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:46 a.m. at the 
Blue House. In his remarks, he referred to Kim 
Yoon-ok, wife of President Lee. 

The President’s News Conference 
With President Lee Myung-bak of 
South Korea in Seoul 
August 6, 2008 

President Lee. President Bush, along with 
Mrs. Bush and Barbara Bush, visited Korea. 
I would like to extend my warmest welcome 
to all three of them. 

It’s been a little over 5 months since I be-
came President, but already today’s meeting 
was the third meeting with President Bush. 
We had a very deep and insightful meeting. 
President Bush and I reaffirmed once again 
the importance of our alliance, and we dis-
cussed ways on how to strengthen this alli-
ance. 

The security environment is changing very 
rapidly, and there’s a need for the Korea- 
U.S. alliance to adapt to these changes. With 
this in mind, President Bush and I agreed 
that not only must we strengthen the military 
and security aspect of our alliance but also 
expand our alliance so that it encompasses 
the political, economic, social, and cultural 
aspects as well. 

Furthermore, we both agreed that we 
must work to expand our alliance so that 
Korea and the U.S. will continue to cooper-
ate in various global issues, such as mainte-
nance of peace, eradicating terrorism, cli-
mate change, and nonproliferation. Based on 
shared values and mutual trust, President 
Bush and I agreed to continue discussing 
specific ways to build our alliance into a stra-
tegic and future-oriented structure. 

President Bush and I agreed that, through 
the six-party talks, there were positive steps 
made in resolving the North Korean nuclear 
issue. And I offered my sincere appreciation 
and praised President Bush’s leadership in 
this endeavor. We agreed that our ultimate 
aim is to achieve the denuclearization of 
North Korea, and we agreed that this aim 
will be achieved by thoroughly verifying, 
through a rigorous verification regime, the 

completeness and correctness of the declara-
tion submitted by North Korea. 

Throughout this process, Korea and the 
U.S. will, of course, continue our close co-
operation. And President Bush and I agreed 
to work closely together so that the third- 
phase actions can take place as soon as pos-
sible, bringing us closer to our objective, 
which is North Korea completely abandoning 
all their nuclear weapons and existing nuclear 
programs. 

President Bush and I also agreed that the 
denuclearization of North Korea and sub-
stantive cooperation between the two Koreas 
should move along in parallel. Also, we made 
it clear that we are willing to actively assist 
North Korea strengthen exchange and co-
operation with the international community 
so that it can take part in building peace and 
sharing in the prosperity of the peninsula and 
Northeast Asia. 

Last July 11th, at the Mount Kumgang re-
sort area, an innocent South Korean national 
was killed—an unacceptable incident that 
should have never occurred and one that 
must never happen again. President Bush 
and I agreed that North Korea must be forth-
coming and fully cooperate so that we find 
out what really happened and to come up 
with ways to prevent such incidents from re-
curring. 

We also discussed specific ways to 
strengthen cooperation between Korea and 
the U.S. President Bush said that he will do 
his best so that the ratification of the KORUS 
FTA, as well as Korea’s participation in the 
Visa Waiver Program will be finalized within 
this year. 

I also welcomed the workstudy program 
called WEST, the first ever program of its 
kind to be proposed by the U.S. to any other 
country, and assured President Bush that I 
will do my best so that it can be implemented 
as soon as possible. This WEST Program al-
lows approximately 5,000 students every year 
to visit the U.S. for a period of 18 months 
so that they can study English, work, and 
have an opportunity to experience life in the 
U.S. This program will help young Koreans 
and Americans get a better understanding of 
each other’s culture. 

President Bush and I agreed to further ex-
pand our cooperation in the area of space 
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