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FY 2009 appropriations to continue oper-
ations of the Federal Government through 
March 6, 2009, for projects and activities not 
otherwise covered in the full-year bills. This 
Act lifts the legislative moratoria on oil and 
gas leasing on significant portions of the 
Outer Continental Shelf and the prohibition 
on the completion of regulations for com-
mercial leasing of oil shale, which will allow 
us to reduce our dependence on foreign oil. 

I am disappointed that the Congress 
passed a long-term continuing resolution. 
There is much work to be done, and the Con-
gress should not adjourn for the year without 
finishing important business on spending, 
taxes, and free trade agreements. 

Finally, this legislation contains certain 
provisions similar to those found in prior ap-
propriations bills passed by the Congress that 
might be construed to be inconsistent with 
my Constitutional responsibilities. To avoid 
such potential infirmities, the executive 
branch will interpret and construe such pro-
visions in the same manner as I have pre-
viously stated in regard to similar provisions. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
September 30, 2008. 

NOTE: H.R. 2638, approved September 30, was 
assigned Public Law No. 110–329. 

Message on the Observance of Eid 
al-Fitr 
September 30, 2008 

I send greetings to Muslims everywhere 
celebrating Eid al-Fitr, the Festival of Break-
ing the Fast. 

During the three-day festival of Eid al- 
Fitr, Muslims celebrate the completion of 
their fast and the blessings of a renewed 
faith. On this special occasion, families and 
friends around the globe gather to share tra-
ditional foods and congratulate each other on 
meeting the test of Ramadan. 

Our Nation has millions of citizens who 
practice Islam, and our country benefits from 
their many contributions. This holiday is also 
an opportunity for Muslims to reflect on Is-
lam’s vibrant culture, which has enriched civ-
ilization for centuries. 

Laura and I send our best wishes. Eid Mu-
barak. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of this message. 

Proclamation 8296—To Modify 
Duty-Free Treatment Under the 
Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery 
Act and For Other Purposes 
September 30, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. Section 213A(b) of the Caribbean Basin 

Economic Recovery Act (19 U.S.C. 
2703a(b)) (the ‘‘CBERA’’), as amended by 
section 15402(a)(2) of the Haitian Hemi-
spheric Opportunity through Partnership 
Encouragement Act of 2008 (part 1 of sub-
title D of title XV of Public Law 110–246, 
122 Stat. 2289) (the ‘‘HOPE II Act’’), pro-
vides that preferential tariff treatment may 
be provided for certain apparel and other ar-
ticles originating in Haiti that are imported 
directly from Haiti or the Dominican Repub-
lic into the customs territory of the United 
States. 

2. Pursuant to section 213A(f)(3) of 
CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703a(f)(3)), as redesig-
nated by section 15403(2) of the HOPE II 
Act (122 Stat. 2302), apparel and other arti-
cles described in section 213A(b) of CBERA 
that are shipped from the Dominican Repub-
lic to the United States directly or through 
the territory of an intermediate country shall 
not qualify for the preferential tariff treat-
ment provided for under section 213A(b) 
until the President certifies to the Congress 
that Haiti and the Dominican Republic have 
developed procedures to prevent unlawful 
transshipment of the articles and the use of 
counterfeit documents related to the impor-
tation of the articles into the United States. 

3. I have determined, and hereby certify, 
that Haiti and the Dominican Republic have 
developed the procedures described in sec-
tion 213A(f)(3) of CBERA. 
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4. Section 15406 of the HOPE II Act (122 
Stat. 2308) authorizes the President to exer-
cise the authority provided under section 604 
of the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (19 
U.S.C. 2483) (the ‘‘1974 Act’’), to proclaim 
such modifications to the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States (HTS) as may 
be necessary to carry out the HOPE II Act. 

5. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the United States Trade Rep-
resentative (USTR) to perform the following 
functions: the functions set forth in section 
213A(d)(4) of CBERA, as amended (122 
Stat. 2307; 19 U.S.C. 2703a(d)(4)); the re-
porting function set forth in section 
213A(e)(1)(B)(ii) of CBERA, as amended 
(122 Stat. 2302; 19 U.S.C. 
2703a(e)(1)(B)(ii)); the consultation function 
set forth in section 213A(e)(1)(C)(i) of 
CBERA, as amended (122 Stat. 2302–3; 19 
U.S.C. 2703a(e)(1)(C)(i)); and the functions 
set forth in section 213A(e)(5) of CBERA, 
as amended (122 Stat. 2307; 19 U.S.C. 
2703a(e)(5)). 

6. I have determined that it is appropriate 
to authorize the Secretary of Labor, in con-
sultation with the USTR, to perform the 
functions related to identifying producers 
and seeking to provide assistance to such pro-
ducers set forth in section 213A(e)(4)(B)(i) 
and (ii) of CBERA, as amended (122 Stat. 
2306; 19 U.S.C. 2703a(e)(4)(B)(i), (ii)). 

7. In Presidential Proclamation 8272 of 
June 30, 2008, I waived, pursuant to section 
503(d)(1) of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 
2463(d)(1)), the application of the competi-
tive need limitations in section 503(c)(2)(A) 
of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2463(c)(2)(A)) 
with respect to certain articles from Turkey. 
A technical rectification to the HTS is re-
quired to provide the intended tariff treat-
ment. 

8. Section 604 of the 1974 Act authorizes 
the President to embody in the HTS the sub-
stance of relevant provisions of that Act, or 
other acts affecting import treatment, and of 
actions taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including section 15406 
of the HOPE II Act, section 604 of the 1974 

Act, and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, do proclaim that: 

(1) In order to provide the tariff treatment 
for articles imported directly from Haiti or 
the Dominican Republic provided for in sec-
tion 213A(b) of CBERA, as amended by the 
HOPE II Act, the HTS is modified as set 
forth in the Annex to this proclamation. 

(2) The modifications to the HTS set forth 
in the Annex to this proclamation shall be 
effective with respect to articles entered, or 
withdrawn from warehouse for consumption, 
on or after the date set forth in the Annex. 

(3) The USTR is hereby authorized to per-
form the functions set forth in section 
213A(d)(4) of CBERA; the reporting func-
tion set forth in section 213A(e)(1)(B)(ii) of 
CBERA; the consultation function set forth 
in section 213A(e)(1)(C)(i) of CBERA; and 
the functions set forth in section 213A(e)(5) 
of CBERA. 

(4) The Secretary of Labor, in consultation 
with the USTR, is hereby authorized to per-
form the functions related to identifying pro-
ducers and seeking to provide assistance to 
such producers set forth in section 
213A(e)(4)(B)(i) and (ii) of CBERA. 

(5) In order to correct technical errors in 
Presidential Proclamation 8272, General 
Note 4(d) of the HTS is modified by deleting 
‘‘7413.00.50 Turkey,’’ and the Rates of Duty 
1-Special subcolumn for HTS subheading 
7413.00.50 is modified by deleting the sym-
bol ‘‘A*’’ and inserting the symbol ‘‘A’’ in lieu 
thereof, effective with respect to goods en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after July 1, 2008. 

(6) The USTR shall notify the Congress 
of this proclamation and certification. 

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this thirtieth day of September, in 
the year of our Lord two thousand eight, and 
of the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 2, 2008] 
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NOTE: This proclamation and its attached annex 
were published in the Federal Register on October 
3. 

Memorandum on FY 2009 Refugee 
Admissions Numbers and 
Authorizations of In-Country 
Refugee Status 
September 30, 2008 

Presidential Determination No. 2008–29 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State and 
the Secretary of Homeland Security 
Subject: Fiscal Year 2009 Refugee 
Admissions Numbers and Authorizations of 
In-Country Refugee Status Pursuant to 
Sections 207 and 101(a)(42), Respectively, of 
the Immigration and Nationality Act, and 
Determination Pursuant to Section 2(b)(2) of 
the Migration and Refugee Assistance Act, 
as Amended 

In accordance with section 207 of the Im-
migration and Nationality Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (8 
U.S.C. 1157), as amended, and after appro-
priate consultations with the Congress, I 
hereby make the following determinations 
and authorize the following actions: 

The admission of up to 80,000 refugees 
to the United States during Fiscal Year (FY) 
2009 is justified by humanitarian concerns or 
is otherwise in the national interest; pro-
vided, however, that this number shall be un-
derstood as including persons admitted to 
the United States during FY 2009 with Fed-
eral refugee resettlement assistance under 
the Amerasian immigrant admissions pro-
gram, as provided below. The ceiling shall 
be construed as a maximum not to be exceed-
ed and not a minimum to be achieved. 

The 80,000 admissions numbers shall be 
allocated among refugees of special humani-
tarian concern to the United States in accord-
ance with the following regional allocations; 
provided, however, that the number of ad-
missions allocated to the East Asia region 
shall include persons admitted to the United 
States during FY 2009 with Federal refugee 
resettlement assistance under section 584 of 
the Foreign Operations, Export Financing, 
and Related Programs Appropriations Act of 
1988, as contained in section 101(e) of Public 

Law 100–202 (Amerasian immigrants and 
their family members): 

Africa . . . . . . . . . . . 12,000 
East Asia . . . . . . . . . 19,000 
Europe and Central Asia . . 2,500 
Latin America/Caribbean . . 4,500 
Near East/South Asia . . . . 37,000 
Unallocated Reserve . . . . 5,000 
The 5,000 unallocated refugee numbers 

shall be allocated to regional ceilings, as 
needed. Upon providing notification to the 
Judiciary Committees of the Congress, the 
Secretary of State is hereby authorized to use 
unallocated admissions in regions where the 
need for additional admissions arises. 

Additionally, upon notification to the Judi-
ciary Committees of the Congress, the Sec-
retary of State is further authorized to trans-
fer unused admissions allocated to a par-
ticular region to one or more other regions, 
if there is a need for greater admissions for 
the region or regions to which the admissions 
are being transferred. Consistent with sec-
tion 2(b)(2) of the Migration and Refugee 
Assistance Act of 1962, as amended, I hereby 
determine that assistance to or on behalf of 
persons applying for admission to the United 
States as part of the overseas refugee admis-
sions program will contribute to the foreign 
policy interests of the United States and des-
ignate such persons for this purpose. 

Consistent with section 101(a)(42) of the 
Act (8 U.S.C. 1101(a)(42)), and after appro-
priate consultation with the Congress, I also 
specify that, for FY 2009, the following per-
sons may, if otherwise qualified, be consid-
ered refugees for the purpose of admission 
to the United States within their countries 
of nationality or habitual residence: 

a. Persons in Vietnam 
b. Persons in Cuba 
c. Persons in the former Soviet Union 
d. Persons in Iraq 
e. In exceptional circumstances, persons 

identified by a United States Embassy 
in any location 

The Secretary of State is authorized and 
directed to report this determination to the 
Congress immediately and to publish it in 
the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 
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