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Statement on Senate Action on
Economic Stabilization Legislation

October 1, 2008

I applaud the Senate for its strong bipar-
tisan vote in favor of the financial rescue
plan. I especially appreciate the efforts of
Majority Leader Harry Reid, Minority Lead-
er Mitch McConnell, Senators Chris Dodd
and Judd Gregg, and the senior members of
the relevant committees from both parties.
They worked across the aisle to make vital
improvements to the rescue package I sent
Congress last month, including an expansion
of deposit insurance that will help protect
the savings of American families and small
businesses.

The bill the Senate passed is essential to
the financial security of every American. It
is aimed at helping American families who
need to borrow money to buy a car or fund
a college education. It is aimed at helping
small businesses that depend on financing to
meet their payrolls and stock their shelves.
And it is aimed at helping State and local
governments that rely on the credit markets
to fund basic services and meet the needs
of their citizens.

The House will now take up this rescue
legislation. With the improvements the Sen-
ate has made, I believe members of both par-
ties in the House can support this legislation.
The American people expect, and our econ-
omy demands, that the House pass this good
bill this week and send it to my desk.

NOTE: The statement referred to H.R. 1424.

Statement on Senate Passage of
India-United States Nuclear
Cooperation and Nonproliferation
Legislation

October 1, 2008

I congratulate the Senate on passing the
United States-India Nuclear Cooperation
Approval and Nonproliferation Enhance-
ment Act, H.R. 7081. In particular, I com-
mend the members of the Senate Foreign
Relations Committee for their leadership in
crafting this important bipartisan legislation.
I also thank Majority Leader Reid and Mi-
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nority Leader McConnell for bringing this
bill to a vote prior to the Senate’s adjourn-
ment. This legislation will strengthen our
global nuclear nonproliferation efforts, pro-
tect the environment, create jobs, and assist
India in meeting its growing energy needs
in a responsible manner.

I look forward to signing this bill into law
and continuing to strengthen the U.S.-India
strategic partnership.

Proclamation 8297—National Breast
Cancer Awareness Month, 2008

October 1, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Breast Cancer Awareness
Month, we underscore our commitment to
fighting and preventing this devastating dis-
ease. Breast cancer is one of the most com-
mon types of cancer among women, and we
must strengthen our support of those who
are living with this disease while continuing
to work toward a cure.

Breast cancer can be attributed to many
factors, including age, genetics, obesity, and
family history. Women who exercise regu-
larly, maintain healthy diets, and have yearly
visits with their doctors are less likely to get
breast cancer. Various screening measures
such as mammograms, regular breast self-
exams, and clinical breast exams can help de-
tect cancer before it has a chance to spread.
Early detection allows for early intervention,
helps make treatment more effective, and
gives hope to patients and saves lives.

America leads the world in medical re-
search, and my Administration will continue
to support efforts to treat and cure breast
cancer. Since 2005, the Cancer Genome
Atlas has studied the genetic sources of all
types of cancer, and last year, I signed the
“National Breast and Cervical Cancer Early
Detection Program Reauthorization Act of
2007,” which will help millions of low-in-
come and uninsured women get the
screenings they need to detect cancer early.
First Lady Laura Bush has encouraged
women around the world to take charge of
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their health and emphasized the importance
of screenings and early detection. In partner-
ship with Federal agencies, State health
agencies, and other medical professionals,
my Administration has taken action to im-
prove our Nation’s healthcare system and
helped promote the prevention, detection,
and treatment of breast cancer.

This month, we honor those currently bat-
tling the disease and all who have survived
the fight against breast cancer. We are in-
spired by their strength and determination.
We recognize and applaud the hard-working
caregivers and researchers who are dedicated
to providing comfort and assistance to those
with breast cancer and to treating and curing
this disease. We also remember those lost
to breast cancer and extend our thoughts and
prayers to their families.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim October 2008 as
National Breast Cancer Awareness Month. I
call upon Government officials, businesses,
communities, health care professionals, edu-
cators, volunteers, and the people of the
United States to continue our Nation’s strong
commitment to preventing, treating, and ulti-
mately curing breast cancer.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of October, in the year
of our Lord two thousand eight, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and thirty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., October 3, 2008]

NoTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on October 6.
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Proclamation 8298—National
Disability Employment Awareness
Month, 2008

October 1, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

During National Disability Employment
Awareness Month, we reaffirm our commit-
ment to ensuring that our Nation’s promise
extends to all our citizens.

Millions of Americans live with disabilities,
and many other Americans will become dis-
abled at some point in their lives. To inte-
grate people with disabilities more fully into
every aspect of life, our country is working
to advance greater freedoms at work, in
schools, and throughout communities. By
expanding employment opportunities and
fighting false perceptions that hinder people
living with disabilities from joining the work-
force, we can uphold America’s moral values,
strengthen our economy, and make America
a more hopeful place.

More than 7 years ago, my Administration
announced the New Freedom Initiative,
which expanded upon the landmark reforms
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Since
then, the Initiative has increased access for
people with disabilities through technology,
provided additional educational opportuni-
ties for youth, and integrated more Ameri-
cans into the workforce. My Administration
remains committed to empowering all people
to reach their full educational, social, and
professional goals. To learn more about the
Federal Government’s disability-related pro-
grams, please visit DisabilityInfo.gov.

To recognize the contributions of Ameri-
cans with disabilities and to encourage all
citizens to ensure equal opportunity in the
workforce, the Congress has designated Oc-
tober of each year (36 U.S.C. 121) as “Na-
tional Disability Employment Awareness
Month.”

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim October 2008 as National
Disability Employment Awareness Month. I
call upon Government officials, labor leaders,
employers, and the people of the United
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