
1318 Oct. 7 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

that the named official must be ap-
pointed by the President with the ad-
vice and consent of the Senate does 
not apply to the Deputy Director of 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation.’’ 

Sec. 3. This order is not intended to, and 
does not, create any right or benefit, sub-
stantive or procedural, enforceable at law or 
in equity, by any party against the United 
States, its agencies, instrumentalities, or enti-
ties, its officers, employees, or agents, or any 
other person. 

George W. Bush 

The White House, 
October 7, 2008. 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 9, 2008] 

NOTE: This Executive order was published in the 
Federal Register on October 10. 

Remarks on Signing the United 
States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Nonproliferation 
Enhancement Act 
October 8, 2008 

Thank you for coming. Welcome to the 
White House. Today I have the honor of 
signing legislation that builds on the growing 
ties between the world’s two largest democ-
racies, India and the United States. This leg-
islation will enhance our cooperation in using 
nuclear energy to power our economies; it 
will help us work together even more closely 
to reduce the danger of nuclear proliferation 
across the world. 

This legislation represents more than 3 
years of hard work by a lot of people. I appre-
ciate the work of the Indian-American lead-
ers from across the Nation. I thank the Mem-
bers of the United States Congress for work-
ing hard on this piece of legislation. I’m espe-
cially grateful for the leadership provided by 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi, John Boehner, Senate 
Majority Leader Harry Reid, and Republican 
Leader Mitch McConnell, who worked hard 
to make sure this bill made it through both 
Houses at the very end of the session. 
[Laughter] 

I want to thank the Foreign Affairs—[ap-
plause]. I thank the leaders of the Foreign 
Affairs Committees in the House and the 
Senate—Senator Joe Biden; Dick Lugar; 
Chris Dodd, who’s with us; as well as Rep-
resentatives Howard Berman and Ileana Ros- 
Lehtinen. I also welcome the Members of 
Congress here on the stage who worked hard 
to get this legislation done. I appreciate so 
very much the contributions of two leaders 
who played an important role in crafting this 
legislation, the late Henry Hyde and the late 
Tom Lantos. 

Other Members who’ve joined us—John 
Warner, Senator from Virginia; Eliot Engel, 
Democrat, House Foreign Affairs committee 
member from New York; Congressman Joe 
Crowley from New York. I thank the mem-
bers of the administration who have joined 
us—Mr. Vice President, thank you. I appre-
ciate the hard work that Secretary of State 
Condoleezza Rice did to bring this deal to 
fruition, as well as Secretary Sam Bodman 
at the Department of Energy. 

I am so honored here that—to have the 
Ambassador of India to the United States 
with us; Ambassador Sen, thank you for join-
ing us. And I appreciate very much the in-
credibly efficient work of our Ambassador, 
David Mulford, and his wife, Jeannie; thank 
you for being here. You didn’t do so bad 
yourself, Ambassador Blackwill—[laughter]. 

I thank the congressional staff who worked 
hard on this legislation. I congratulate you 
for the constructive work. I appreciate the 
supporters of the U.S.-India Nuclear Civil 
Agreement that are here today. All in all, wel-
come. This is a—it’s a big deal. 

Even though the United States and India 
are separated by half the globe, we are nat-
ural partners as we head into the 21st cen-
tury. Both our nations emerged from a colo-
nial past to establish vibrant democracies. We 
have welcomed investment and private en-
terprise to become leaders in the global 
economy. We have stood against the dangers 
posed by extremists, who have carried out 
attacks in both our countries. We have dem-
onstrated that we cherish liberty, honor 
human dignity, and respect the rule of law. 

Despite these common interests and val-
ues, it was not long ago that relations be-
tween the United States and India were 
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* White House correction. 

strained. In recent years, we’ve worked to 
transform our relationship into a strong stra-
tegic partnership. One area where we saw 
tremendous potential for cooperation is en-
ergy. As our economies have grown, our de-
mands for energy have grown as well. It’s 
become increasingly clear that we need to 
generate that energy in ways that are safe 
and clean and secure. 

One energy source that can generate large 
amounts of electricity with zero emissions of 
air pollution or greenhouse gases is nuclear 
power. So 3 years ago, Prime Minister 
Singh—who I consider a dear friend—and 
I resolved to work together on a landmark 
agreement paving the way for our nations to 
cooperate on nuclear power. By undertaking 
new cooperation on civil nuclear energy, 
India will be able to count on a reliable fuel 
supply for its civilian reactors, meet the en-
ergy demands of its people, and reduce its 
independence [dependence] * on fossil fuels. 

For our part, the United States will gain 
access to a growing market for civilian nu-
clear technologies and materials, that will 
help American businesses create more jobs 
for our people here at home. 

Our agreement will also strengthen global 
nonproliferation efforts. India has committed 
to operate its civil nuclear energy program 
under the safeguards of the International 
Atomic Energy Agency and other inter-
national guidelines. India will continue to 
build on its strong record of responsibility 
in operating its nuclear facilities. And India 
and the United States will cooperate more 
closely to keep the world’s most dangerous 
weapons out of the hands of extremists and 
terrorists. 

The bill I sign today approves the 123 
Agreement I submitted to Congress and es-
tablishes the legal framework for that agree-
ment to come into effect. The bill makes 
clear that our agreement with India is con-
sistent with the Atomic Energy Act and other 
elements of U.S. law. By passing this legisla-

tion, my administration and Congress dem-
onstrate our common view that nuclear co-
operation is in the interests of both the 
United States and India. 

The legislation makes no changes to the 
terms of the 123 Agreement I submitted to 
Congress. It enables me to bring that agree-
ment into force and to accept on behalf of 
the United States all the obligations that are 
part of the agreement. This legislation does 
not change the fuel assurance commitments 
that the United States Government has made 
to the Government of India, as recorded in 
the 123 Agreement. The agreement also 
grants India advance consent to reprocessing, 
which will be brought into effect upon the 
conclusion of arrangements and procedures 
for a dedicated reprocessing facility under 
IAEA safeguards. 

This agreement sends a signal to the world: 
Nations that follow the path of democracy 
and responsible behavior will find a friend 
in the United States of America. The Amer-
ican people are proud of our strong relation-
ship with India. And I am confident that the 
friendship between our two nations will grow 
even closer in the years ahead. 

Laura and I send our best wishes to the 
hundreds of millions of people in India and 
around the world who will begin celebrating 
the ancient festival of Diwali later this 
month. As we offer our prayers for a happy 
new year, we can be thankful that the rela-
tionship between the United States and India 
has never been more vibrant and more hope-
ful. 

And it’s now my honor to sign the United 
States-India Nuclear Cooperation Approval 
and Nonproliferation Enhancement Act. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 2:24 p.m. in the 
East Room at the White House. In his remarks, 
he referred to India’s Ambassador to the U.S. 
Ranendra Sen; U.S. Ambassador to India David 
C. Mulford, and his wife Jeannie; former U.S. Am-
bassador to India Robert D. Blackwill; and Prime 
Minister Manmohan Singh of India. H.R. 7081, 
approved October 8, was assigned Public Law No. 
110–369. 
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Statement on Signing the United 
States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Nonproliferation 
Enhancement Act 

October 8, 2008 

I am pleased today to sign into law the 
United States-India Nuclear Cooperation 
Approval and Nonproliferation Enhance-
ment Act, which approves the U.S.-India 123 
Agreement. The passage of this legislation by 
the Congress marks another major milestone 
in achieving the vision that Prime Minister 
Singh and I set forth on July 18, 2005, to 
transform the relationship between our two 
countries and to establish a strategic partner-
ship. This act will strengthen the relationship 
between the United States and India and de-
liver valuable benefits to both nations. 

The legislation does not change the terms 
of the 123 Agreement as I submitted it to 
the Congress. That agreement is consistent 
with the Atomic Energy Act and other ele-
ments of U.S. law. This legislation is impor-
tant as it enables me to bring the 123 Agree-
ment into force and to accept on behalf of 
the United States the obligations contained 
in the agreement. 

The agreement grants India advance con-
sent to reprocessing which will be brought 
into effect upon conclusion of arrangements 
and procedures for a dedicated reprocessing 
facility under IAEA safeguards. 

In addition, the legislation does not change 
the fuel assurance commitments that the 
U.S. Government has made to the Govern-
ment of India, as recorded in the 123 Agree-
ment. 

The passage of this legislation reflects the 
common view of my administration and the 
Congress as to the value of nuclear coopera-
tion and is in the interest of the United States 
and India. 

NOTE: The statement referred to Prime Minister 
Manmohan Singh of India. H.R. 7081, approved 
October 8, was assigned Public Law No. 110–369. 

Proclamation 8203—Leif Erikson 
Day, 2008 
October 8, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
On Leif Erikson Day, we remember that 

son of Iceland and grandson of Norway for 
his journey to North America, and we cele-
brate the influential role Nordic Americans 
have played in our society. 

Leif Erikson was among the world’s great-
est and most daring explorers. More than 
1,000 years ago, he led a crew across the At-
lantic to North America. Today, the same de-
sire to explore and open new frontiers in-
spires our citizens and contributes to the 
strength of our Nation. 

America’s friendships with Denmark, Fin-
land, Iceland, Norway, and Sweden are 
strong, and Nordic Americans have added to 
our rich cultural diversity and proud ances-
try. On this day, we recognize these individ-
uals for their remarkable achievements in all 
sectors of our society. America is grateful for 
the many contributions of Nordic Americans, 
and we continue to draw inspiration from the 
courage and optimism of the adventurous 
Leif Erikson. 

To honor Leif Erikson and to celebrate 
our citizens of Nordic American heritage, the 
Congress, by joint resolution (Public Law 88– 
566) approved on September 2, 1964, has au-
thorized the President to proclaim October 
9 of each year as ‘‘Leif Erikson Day.’’ 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
do hereby proclaim October 9, 2008, as Leif 
Erikson Day. I call upon all Americans to 
observe this day with appropriate cere-
monies, activities, and programs to honor our 
rich Nordic-American heritage. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this eighth day of October, in the 
year of our Lord two thousand eight, and of 
the Independence of the United States of 
America the two hundred and thirty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., October 10, 2008] 
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