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his team transition into office. And I really 
do wish him all the best. It’s going to be very 
important that he be given a good start. And 
that’s what we’re going to do. 

Mr. Tola. Thank you, Mr. President. 
The President. Si. Gracias. 

NOTE: The interview was taped at 11:11 a.m. in 
the Map Room at the White House for later 
broadcast. Mr. Tola referred to President Hugo 
Chavez Frias of Venezuela. The transcript was re-
leased by the Office of the Press Secretary on No-
vember 21. The Office of the Press Secretary also 
released a Spanish language transcript of this 
interview. A tape was not available for verification 
of the content of this interview. 

Proclamation 8322—Thanksgiving 
Day, 2008 
November 21, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 

Thanksgiving is a time for families and 
friends to gather together and express grati-
tude for all that we have been given, the free-
doms we enjoy, and the loved ones who en-
rich our lives. We recognize that all of these 
blessings, and life itself, come not from the 
hand of man but from Almighty God. 

Every Thanksgiving, we remember the 
story of the Pilgrims who came to America 
in search of religious freedom and a better 
life. Having arrived in the New World, these 
early settlers gave thanks to the Author of 
Life for granting them safe passage to this 
abundant land and protecting them through 
a bitter winter. Our Nation’s first President, 
George Washington, stated in the first 
Thanksgiving proclamation that ‘‘It is the 
duty of all nations to acknowledge the provi-
dence of Almighty God, to obey His will, to 
be grateful for His benefits, and humbly to 
implore His protection and favor.’’ While in 
the midst of the Civil War, President Abra-
ham Lincoln revived the tradition of pro-
claiming a day of thanksgiving, asking God 
to heal our wounds and restore our country. 

Today, as we look back on the beginnings 
of our democracy, Americans recall that we 
live in a land of many blessings where every 
person has the right to live, work, and wor-
ship in freedom. Our Nation is especially 
thankful for the brave men and women of 
our Armed Forces who protect these rights 
while setting aside their own comfort and 
safety. Their courage keeps us free, their sac-
rifice makes us grateful, and their character 
makes us proud. Especially during the holi-
days, our whole country keeps them and their 
families in our thoughts and prayers. 

Americans are also mindful of the need 
to share our gifts with others, and our Nation 
is moved to compassionate action. We pay 
tribute to all caring citizens who reach out 
a helping hand and serve a cause larger than 
themselves. 

On this day, let us all give thanks to God 
who blessed our Nation’s first days and who 
blesses us today. May He continue to guide 
and watch over our families and our country 
always. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
by virtue of the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and laws of the United 
States, do hereby proclaim November 27, 
2008, as a National Day of Thanksgiving. I 
encourage all Americans to gather together 
in their homes and places of worship with 
family, friends, and loved ones to strengthen 
the ties that bind us and give thanks for the 
freedoms and many blessings we enjoy. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-first day of November, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
11:15 a.m., November 25, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on November 26. The Office of 
the Press Secretary also released a Spanish lan-
guage version of this proclamation. 
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Letter to the President of the Senate 
Reporting a Certification Regarding 
NATO Invitee Albania 
November 21, 2008 

Dear Mr. President: 
Consistent with the condition set forth in 

the Senate resolution of advice and consent 
to ratification of the Protocols to the North 
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of 
the Republic of Albania of September 25, 
2008, and based on the recommendation of 
the Department of State, I hereby certify to 
the Senate that: 

(i) the inclusion of the Republic of Alba-
nia in the North Atlantic Treaty Orga-
nization (NATO) will not have the ef-
fect of increasing the overall percent-
age share of the United States in the 
common budgets of NATO; and 

(ii) the inclusion of the Republic of Alba-
nia in NATO does not detract from 
the ability of the United States to 
meet or to fund its military require-
ments outside the North Atlantic 
area. 

Sincerely, 

George W. Bush 

Letter to the President of the Senate 
Reporting a Certification Regarding 
NATO Invitee Croatia 
November 21, 2008 

Dear Mr. President: 
Consistent with the condition set forth in 

the Senate resolution of advice and consent 
to ratification of the Protocols to the North 
Atlantic Treaty of 1949 on the Accession of 
the Republic of Croatia of September 25, 
2008, and based on the recommendation of 
the Department of State, I hereby certify to 
the Senate that: 

(i) the inclusion of the Republic of Cro-
atia in the North Atlantic Treaty Or-
ganization (NATO) will not have the 
effect of increasing the overall per-
centage share of the United States in 
the common budgets of NATO; and 

(ii) the inclusion of the Republic of Cro-
atia in NATO does not detract from 

the ability of the United States to 
meet or to fund its military require-
ments outside the North Atlantic 
area. 

Sincerely, 
George W. Bush 

The President’s Radio Address 
November 21, 2008 

Good morning. This weekend I am in 
Lima, Peru, meeting with leaders from na-
tions in the Asia Pacific region at our annual 
summit. 

This summit comes at a time of serious 
turmoil in the global economy. It also comes 
at a time of unprecedented cooperation. A 
week ago in Washington, I hosted the first 
in what will be a series of international meet-
ings to address the financial crisis. We re-
viewed the actions we have taken to manage 
the crisis, and we agreed on principles and 
specific actions to modernize our financial 
structures for the 21st century and help pre-
vent another crisis. 

As we work to rebuild confidence in our 
financial systems in the short term, we must 
also work to promote long-term economic 
growth. Together, our nations must focus our 
efforts on three great forces that drive this 
growth: free markets, free trade, and free 
people. 

No region of the world demonstrates the 
power of these forces more vividly than the 
Asia Pacific. Free markets have helped mil-
lions lift themselves out of poverty. Free 
trade has helped small nations turn them-
selves into global economic powers. And as 
more people in the Asia Pacific are free to 
develop their talents and pursue their ambi-
tions, the whole region has grown in pros-
perity. We’re facing a difficult challenge, and 
there will be tough days ahead. But by rely-
ing on these principles, we can be confident 
in the future of our Nation and the world. 

Back at home, one of the most serious eco-
nomic challenges we face is the situation in 
our auto industry. America’s auto manufac-
turers are facing severe and urgent financial 
shortfalls. Earlier this fall, I signed a bill that 
authorized up to $25 billion in loans to help 
these automakers make more fuel-efficient 
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