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Also developments took place on issues in
the West Bank, such as progress on security,
as well as the economic situation, as well as
the social conditions.

There is no doubt that we exerted efforts
also to promote the peace process under your
leadership during the last year; and together
we put the fundamental, basic things needed
for the peace process. There is no doubt that
we will continue these efforts and the peace
negotiations. But everything will be based on
the foundation, and that foundation was laid
by you during your time in office. Because
we are committed to the peace process—and
this is not a slogan or a rhetorical commit-
ment: We are practically committed to the
peace process. And we are confident all these
efforts will be transferred to the new admin-
istration that will continue to do its part re-
garding the peace process.

Some might say that all these efforts per-
haps went in vain. I happen to disagree. I
believe that they have cemented the real
principles that carried out the peace process
and the negotiations forward. And here I
have also to mention the Arab League peace
initiative to promote peace, which is actually
published today in a number of newspapers,
including American newspapers today. And
the purpose of this also coincides to cement
your vision of two states as well as the prin-
ciple of land for peace.

We are here today, Mr. President, in order
to express our appreciation for your efforts.
And we know very well that we would not
have been able to go that far in our work
without your support and the promotion of
the peace process.

I also would like to take the opportunity
to thank members of your own administra-
tion: Secretary Rice, as well as Mr. Hadley,
those people who worked with us tirelessly.

Thank you very much.

President Bush. Thank you, sir. Shukran
Jjazeelan.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 1:28 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Prime Minister Ehud Olmert of
Israel. President Abbas spoke in Arabic, and his
remarks were translated by an interpreter.
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Proclamation 8330—To Take
Certain Actions Under the African
Growth and Opportunity Act and the
Generalized System of Preferences

December 19, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. Section 506A(a)(1) of the Trade Act of
1974, as amended (the “1974 Act”) (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(1)), as added by section
111(a) of the African Growth and Oppor-
tunity Act (title I of Public Law 106-200)
(AGOA), authorizes the President to des-
ignate a country listed in section 107 of the
AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3706) as a beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country if the President de-
termines that the country meets the eligi-
bility requirements set forth in section 104
of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703) and the eligi-
bility criteria set forth in section 502 of the
1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2462).

2. Section 104 of the AGOA authorizes the
President to designate a country listed in sec-
tion 107 of the AGOA as an eligible sub-
Saharan African country if the President de-
termines that the country meets certain eligi-
bility requirements.

3. Section 112(c) of the AGOA (19 U.S.C.
3721(c)), as added by section 6002(a) of the
Africa Investment Incentive Act of 2006 (di-
vision D, title VI of Public Law 109-432),
provides special rules for certain apparel arti-
cles imported from lesser developed bene-
ficiary sub-Saharan African countries.

4. In Proclamation 8157 of June 28, 2007,
I designated the Islamic Republic of Mauri-
tania (Mauritania) as an eligible sub-Saharan
African country and a beneficiary sub-Saha-
ran African country pursuant to section 104
of the AGOA and section 506A(a)(1) of the
1974 Act and provided that it would be con-
sidered a lesser developed beneficiary sub-
Saharan African country for purposes of sec-
tion 112(c) of the AGOA.

5. Section 506A(a)(3) of the 1974 Act (19
U.S.C. 2466a(a)(3)) authorizes the President
to terminate the designation of a country as
a beneficiary sub-Saharan African country for
purposes of section 506A if he determines
that the country is not making continual
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progress in meeting the requirements de-
scribed in section 506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act.

6. Pursuant to section 506A(a)(3) of the
1974 Act, I have determined that Mauritania
is not making continual progress in meeting
the requirements described in section
506A(a)(1) of the 1974 Act. Accordingly, I
have decided to terminate the designation of
Mauritania as a beneficiary sub-Saharan Afri-
can country for purposes of section 506A of
the 1974 Act, effective on January 1, 2009.

7. Pursuant to sections 501 and 502(a) of
the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C. 2461, 2462(a)), the
President is authorized to designate coun-
tries as beneficiary developing countries for
purposes of the Generalized System of Pref-
erences (GSP) program.

8. Pursuant to section 502(a)(1) of the
1974 Act, and having considered the factors
set forth in sections 501 and 502(c) (19
U.S.C. 2462(c)), I have determined that the
Republic of Kosovo (Kosovo) should be des-
ignated as a beneficiary developing country
for purposes of the GSP program.

9. Pursuant to section 502 of the 1974 Act,
and having considered the factors set forth
in sections 501 and 502(c), I have determined
that the Republic of Azerbaijan (Azerbaijan)
should be designated as a beneficiary devel-
oping country for purposes of the GSP pro-
gram.

10. Section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2483), as amended, authorizes the President
to embody in the Harmonized Tariff Sched-
ule of the United States (HTS) the substance
of relevant provisions of that Act, or other
acts affecting import treatment, and of ac-
tions taken thereunder.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
acting under the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and the laws of the United
States, including but not limited to section
104 of the AGOA (19 U.S.C. 3703), and title
V and section 604 of the 1974 Act (19 U.S.C.
2461-67, 2483), do proclaim that:

(1) The designation of Mauritania as a ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African country for pur-
poses of section 506A of the 1974 Act is ter-
minated, effective on January 1, 2009.

(2) In order to reflect in the HTS that be-
ginning on January 1, 2009, Mauritania shall
no longer be designated as a beneficiary sub-
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Saharan African country, general note 16(a)
to the HTS is modified by deleting “Islamic
Republic of Mauritania” from the list of ben-
eficiary sub-Saharan African countries.

(3) Kosovo is designated as a beneficiary
developing country for purposes of the GSP
program.

(4) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 4(a) to the HTS is
modified by adding in alphabetical order
“Kosovo,” effective with respect to articles
entered, or withdrawn from warchouse for
consumption, on or after February 1, 2009.

(5) Azerbaijan is designated as a bene-
ficiary developing country for purposes of the
GSP program.

(6) In order to reflect this designation in
the HTS, general note 4(a) to the HTS is
modified by adding in alphabetical order
“Azerbaijan,” effective with respect to arti-
cles entered, or withdrawn from warehouse
for consumption, on or after February 1,
2009.

(7) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and Executive Orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such
inconsistency.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this nineteenth day of December,
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight,
and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:15 a.m., December 22, 2008]

NoOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on December 23.

Letter to Congressional Leaders
Extending Generalized System of
Preferences Benefits to Kosovo and
Azerbaijan

December 19, 2008

Dear Madam Speaker:  (Dear Mr.
President:)

In accordance with section 502(f)(1)(A) of
the Trade Act of 1974, as amended (the

“1974 Act”), I am notifying the Congress of
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