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throughout our military, the military medical
facilities. You know, I oftentimes say being
the Commander in Chief of the military is
the thing I'll miss the most, and coming here
to Walter Reed is a reminder of why I'll miss
it.

Thank you very much.

President’s Health

Q. How is your shoulder, Mr. President?
The President. Yes, good shape—it’s
about an 80 mile-an-hour fastball.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m.

Message on the Observance of
Christmas 2008

December 23, 2008

T bring you good news of great joy that
will be for all the people. Today in the town
of David a Savior has been born to you; he
is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you:
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and
lying in a manger.”

Luke 2:10-12

Each year, Christmas brings together fami-
lies, friends, and communities to rejoice in
the birth of Jesus Christ and celebrate the
wonderful gifts God has bestowed upon us.
During this season, we remember Jesus’
birth from the Virgin Mary, His justice and
mercy that changed the world, and His ulti-
mate sacrifice for all people. Though Jesus
was born humbly in a manger, He was des-
tined to be the Savior of the world. The light
He brought into the world continues to break
through darkness and change people’s lives
two thousand years later.

This holiday season, as you rejoice in the
good news of Jesus love, forgiveness, accept-
ance, and peace, I encourage you to show
grace to those less fortunate, just as God
showed it to us. By serving those in need
and through other acts of love and compas-
sion, we can honor God’s goodness and af-
firm the immeasurable value God places on
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the sanctity of life. We remember the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces serving to protect
our country and secure God’s gift of freedom
for others around the globe. All Americans
are indebted to these men and women and
their families for their sacrifice, devotion to
duty, and patriotism.

Laura and I send our best wishes for a
very Merry Christmas. May you be sur-
rounded by loved ones and blessed by the
Author of Life during this joyous holiday and
throughout the New Year.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.

Message Sending Holiday Greetings
to Members of the Armed Forces

December 23, 2008

To the Men and Women of the United States
Armed Forces

Laura and I send season’s greetings to you
and your families during the holidays.

America is blessed to have brave citizens
willing to step forward to defend our free-
doms and keep us safe from our enemies.
For many of you, this holiday season will be
spent far from home, and our Nation honors
your sacrifice. We remain mindful of your
courage, ask God to watch over you, and pray
for your safe return.

Your family members serve our country as
well. During this time of year, they are a spe-
cial source of hope and strength to you, and
they both deserve and have the thanks and
support of our whole Nation. Their selfless
dedication sets an example of patriotism for
all Americans to follow.

May God bless you and keep you safe, and
may God bless America.

George W. Bush

NOTE: An original was not available for
verification of the content of this message.
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Proclamation 8331—To Implement
the Dominican Republic-Central
America-United States Free Trade
Agreement With Respect to Costa
Rica and for Other Purposes
December 23, 2008

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

1. On August 5, 2004, the United States
entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade
Agreement (the “Agreement”) with Costa
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador,
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua (the
“Agreement countries”). The Agreement was
approved by the Congress in section 101(a)
of the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-United States Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (the “Act”) (19 U.S.C.
4011).

2. The Parties to the Agreement entered
into an amendment of the Agreement on July
27, August 6, and August 14, 2007 (the
“Amendment”). The Amendment provides
for temporary duty-free treatment for certain
goods of Costa Rica. The terms of the
Amendment with respect to Costa Rica are
contained in letters of understanding de-
scribed in section 1634(b)(2) of the Pension
Protection Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-280,
120 Stat. 780).

3. Section 201(a)(1) of the Act (19 U.S.C.
4031(a)(1)) authorizes the President to pro-
claim such modifications or continuation of
any duty, such continuation of duty free or
excise treatment, or such additional duties,
as the President determines to be necessary
or appropriate to carry out or apply Articles
3.3 and 3.27, and Annexes 3.3 (including the
schedule of United States duty reductions
with respect to originating goods) and 3.27
of the Agreement.

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the
Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(2)), each Agreement
country is to be removed from the enumera-
tion of designated beneficiary developing
countries eligible for the benefits of the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences (GSP) on the
date the Agreement enters into force with
respect to that country.

Dec. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008

5. Consistent with section 201(a)(3) of the
Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(3)), each Agreement
country is to be removed from the enumera-
tion of designated beneficiary countries
under the Caribbean Basin Economic Recov-
ery Act (CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 2701 et Seq.)
on the date the Agreement enters into force
with respect to that country, subject to the
exceptions set out in section 201(a)(3)(B) of
the Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(3)(B)).

6. Consistent with section 213(b)(5)(D) of
the CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(5)(D)), as
amended by the United States-Caribbean
Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA) (Pub-
lic Law 106-200), each Agreement country
is to be removed from the enumeration of
designated CBTPA beneficiary countries on
the date the Agreement enters into force
with respect to that country.

7. Section 201(b) of the Act (19 U.S.C.
4031(b)) authorizes the President, subject to
the consultation and layover requirements of
section 104(a) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 4014(a)),
to proclaim such modifications or continu-
ation of any duty, such modifications as the
United States may agree to with an Agree-
ment country regarding the staging of any
duty treatment set forth in Annex 3.3 of the
Agreement, such continuation of duty-free or
excise treatment, or such additional duties,
as the President determines to be necessary
or appropriate to maintain the general level
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions provided for by the Agreement. The
consultation and layover requirements of sec-
tion 104(a) of the Act have been satisfied
with respect to providing temporary duty
free treatment for certain goods of Costa
Rica as set forth in the Amendment.

8. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the Act,
I have determined that the modifications
herein proclaimed of duties on goods of
Costa Rica are necessary or appropriate to
maintain the general level of reciprocal and
mutually advantageous concessions with re-
spect to Costa Rica provided for by the
Agreement.

9. In Proclamation 8095 of December 29,
2006, consistent with the authority set out
in section 111(b) of the Uruguay Round
Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 3521(b)), I modi-
fied the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the
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