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1577 

Week Ending Wednesday, December 24, 2008 

The President’s Radio Address 

December 20, 2008 

Good morning. For years, America’s auto-
makers have faced serious challenges: bur-
densome costs, a shrinking share of the mar-
ket, and declining profits. In recent months, 
the global financial crisis has made these 
challenges even more severe. Now some U.S. 
auto executives say that their companies are 
nearing collapse, and that the only way they 
can buy time to restructure is with help from 
the Federal Government. 

This is a difficult situation that involves 
fundamental questions about government’s 
proper role. On the one hand, government 
has a responsibility not to undermine the pri-
vate enterprise system. On the other hand, 
government has a responsibility to safeguard 
the broader health and stability of our econ-
omy. 

Addressing the challenges in the auto in-
dustry requires us to balance these two re-
sponsibilities. If we were to allow the free 
market to take its course now, it would al-
most certainly lead to disorderly bankruptcy 
and liquidation for the automakers. Under 
ordinary economic circumstances, I would 
say this is the price that failed companies 
must pay, and I would not favor intervening 
to prevent automakers from going out of 
business. 

But these are not ordinary circumstances. 
In the midst of a financial crisis and a reces-
sion, allowing the U.S. auto industry to col-
lapse is not a responsible course of action. 
The question is how we can best give it a 
chance to succeed. Some argue the wisest 
path is to allow the auto companies to reorga-
nize through chapter 11 provisions of our 
bankruptcy laws and provide a Federal loan 
to keep them operating while they try to re-
structure. But given the current state of the 
auto industry, my economic advisers believe 
that bankruptcy could now lead to its dis-

orderly collapse, sending our economy into 
a deeper and longer recession. 

A more responsible option is to give auto 
companies an incentive to restructure out-
side of bankruptcy, and a brief window in 
which to do it. My administration proposed 
legislation to achieve this, but Congress was 
unable to get a bill to my desk before ad-
journing for the year. This means the only 
way to stave off a collapse of the auto industry 
is for the executive branch to step in. So, 
yesterday I announced that the Federal Gov-
ernment will grant loans to auto companies, 
which will provide help to them in two ways. 

First, the loans will give automakers 3 
months to put in place plans to restructure 
into viable companies, which we believe they 
are capable of doing. Second, if restructuring 
cannot be accomplished outside of bank-
ruptcy, the loans will provide time for compa-
nies to make the legal and financial prepara-
tions necessary for an orderly chapter 11 
process that offers a better prospect of long- 
term success. 

The terms of the loans will require the 
auto companies to demonstrate how they 
would become viable. They must pay back 
all their loans to the Government and show 
that their firms can earn a profit and achieve 
a positive net worth. This restructuring will 
require meaningful concessions from all in-
volved in the auto industry: management, 
labor unions, creditors, bondholders, dealers, 
and suppliers. If a company fails to come up 
with a viable plan by March 31st, it will be 
required to repay its Federal loans. Taken 
together, these conditions send a clear mes-
sage to everyone involved in American auto-
makers: The time to make the hard decisions 
to become viable is now, or the only option 
will be bankruptcy. 

The actions I’m taking represent a step 
that we all wish were not necessary. But 
given the situation, it is the most effective 
and responsible way to address this challenge 
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1578 Dec. 20 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

facing our Nation. By giving the auto compa-
nies a chance to restructure, we will shield 
the American people from a harsh economic 
blow at a vulnerable time. And we will give 
American workers an opportunity to show 
the world once again that they can meet chal-
lenges with ingenuity and determination and 
emerge stronger than before. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 12 p.m. on 
December 19 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
20. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 19 but 
was embargoed for release until the broadcast. 
The Office of the Press Secretary also released 
a Spanish language transcript of this address. 

Remarks During a Visit With 
Volunteers of the One Warm Coat 
Service Project 
December 22, 2008 

The President. Listen, Laura and I are 
here with the Mayor and other volunteers 
who are just trying to make a difference in 
one person’s life. And today we’re honoring 
a project called One Warm Coat. And it’s 
an effort—a nationwide effort to convince 
our fellow citizens to contribute a used, but 
not overly used, coat to help a soul who may 
need to be warm this winter. 

I think there’s 2,000 chapters nationwide. 
The program was started by this lady right 
here—who is the ultimate social entre-
preneur—and until 1992, this was operated 
out of San Francisco. And today it’s—as I 
said, there’s 2,000 coat drives. If you want 
to help, you can get on the web page and 
call onewarmcoat.org—call it up on your 
computer. 

A couple of examples, or a couple of rea-
sons why we’ve come—and one such exam-
ple is the great example of how a single cit-
izen, and eventually a group of citizens, can 
make a difference, positive difference; that 
our communities are enriched by programs 
such as these. 

We’re also here, by the way, at the head-
quarters for Pathway to Housing, which is 
a program of—all aimed at helping the 
homeless find a place to live. 

And I want to thank, Mr. Mayor, your 
leadership—and all of you all for being in-
volved in this vital program. 

If you want to serve your Nation, you can 
find a lot of ways to serve. And I hope you 
do. I hope you realize the great blessings that 
come when you put your heart and soul into 
making somebody else’s life better. 

And so, Mr. Mayor, Laura and I wish you 
and the citizens of this fine city a happy holi-
days, and thank you for joining us today. 

Mayor Adrian M. Fenty of Washington, 
DC. Thank you. Thank you for the donations 
from your White House staff and yourself 
personally. 

The President. A hundred and fifty 
coats—I’m so pleased that those good souls 
who Laura and I work with agreed to con-
tribute. 

Anyway, thank you all. 
The First Lady. Happy holidays. Thank 

you. 
The President. All get a team picture— 

come on. Come on, Laura; soldiers in the 
army of compassion. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:13 a.m. at Path-
ways to Housing DC. In his remarks, he referred 
to Lois Pavlow, founder, and Sherri Lewis Wood, 
national coordinator, One Warm Coat. A portion 
of these remarks could not be verified because 
the tape was incomplete. 

Remarks Following a Visit to Walter 
Reed Army Medical Center and an 
Exchange With Reporters 
December 22, 2008 

The President. Every time I come here, 
I get amazed at the quality of care, the pro-
fessionalism, and the courage of our troops. 
I can say with certainty that the health care 
that our troops get in the military medical 
facilities is excellent. I am so pleased to hear 
from spouses and other loved ones about the 
care they get as well, when they come to visit 
their wounded child or wounded husband or 
wounded spouse. 

And so this will probably be my last time 
coming here as the Commander in Chief. It 
gives me a great pleasure to thank all those 
who serve here, and all those who serve 
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1579 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 23 

throughout our military, the military medical 
facilities. You know, I oftentimes say being 
the Commander in Chief of the military is 
the thing I’ll miss the most, and coming here 
to Walter Reed is a reminder of why I’ll miss 
it. 

Thank you very much. 

President’s Health 
Q. How is your shoulder, Mr. President? 
The President. Yes, good shape—it’s 

about an 80 mile-an-hour fastball. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. 

Message on the Observance of 
Christmas 2008 
December 23, 2008 

‘‘I bring you good news of great joy that 
will be for all the people. Today in the town 
of David a Savior has been born to you; he 
is Christ the Lord. This will be a sign to you: 
You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and 
lying in a manger.’’ 

Luke 2:10–12 

Each year, Christmas brings together fami-
lies, friends, and communities to rejoice in 
the birth of Jesus Christ and celebrate the 
wonderful gifts God has bestowed upon us. 
During this season, we remember Jesus’ 
birth from the Virgin Mary, His justice and 
mercy that changed the world, and His ulti-
mate sacrifice for all people. Though Jesus 
was born humbly in a manger, He was des-
tined to be the Savior of the world. The light 
He brought into the world continues to break 
through darkness and change people’s lives 
two thousand years later. 

This holiday season, as you rejoice in the 
good news of Jesus’ love, forgiveness, accept-
ance, and peace, I encourage you to show 
grace to those less fortunate, just as God 
showed it to us. By serving those in need 
and through other acts of love and compas-
sion, we can honor God’s goodness and af-
firm the immeasurable value God places on 

the sanctity of life. We remember the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces serving to protect 
our country and secure God’s gift of freedom 
for others around the globe. All Americans 
are indebted to these men and women and 
their families for their sacrifice, devotion to 
duty, and patriotism. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
very Merry Christmas. May you be sur-
rounded by loved ones and blessed by the 
Author of Life during this joyous holiday and 
throughout the New Year. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Message Sending Holiday Greetings 
to Members of the Armed Forces 
December 23, 2008 

To the Men and Women of the United States 
Armed Forces 

Laura and I send season’s greetings to you 
and your families during the holidays. 

America is blessed to have brave citizens 
willing to step forward to defend our free-
doms and keep us safe from our enemies. 
For many of you, this holiday season will be 
spent far from home, and our Nation honors 
your sacrifice. We remain mindful of your 
courage, ask God to watch over you, and pray 
for your safe return. 

Your family members serve our country as 
well. During this time of year, they are a spe-
cial source of hope and strength to you, and 
they both deserve and have the thanks and 
support of our whole Nation. Their selfless 
dedication sets an example of patriotism for 
all Americans to follow. 

May God bless you and keep you safe, and 
may God bless America. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
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1580 Dec. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Proclamation 8331—To Implement 
the Dominican Republic-Central 
America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement With Respect to Costa 
Rica and for Other Purposes 
December 23, 2008 

By the President of the United States 
of America 

A Proclamation 
1. On August 5, 2004, the United States 

entered into the Dominican Republic-Cen-
tral America-United States Free Trade 
Agreement (the ‘‘Agreement’’) with Costa 
Rica, the Dominican Republic, El Salvador, 
Guatemala, Honduras, and Nicaragua (the 
‘‘Agreement countries’’). The Agreement was 
approved by the Congress in section 101(a) 
of the Dominican Republic-Central Amer-
ica-United States Free Trade Agreement Im-
plementation Act (the ‘‘Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 
4011). 

2. The Parties to the Agreement entered 
into an amendment of the Agreement on July 
27, August 6, and August 14, 2007 (the 
‘‘Amendment’’). The Amendment provides 
for temporary duty-free treatment for certain 
goods of Costa Rica. The terms of the 
Amendment with respect to Costa Rica are 
contained in letters of understanding de-
scribed in section 1634(b)(2) of the Pension 
Protection Act of 2006 (Public Law 109–280, 
120 Stat. 780). 

3. Section 201(a)(1) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 
4031(a)(1)) authorizes the President to pro-
claim such modifications or continuation of 
any duty, such continuation of duty free or 
excise treatment, or such additional duties, 
as the President determines to be necessary 
or appropriate to carry out or apply Articles 
3.3 and 3.27, and Annexes 3.3 (including the 
schedule of United States duty reductions 
with respect to originating goods) and 3.27 
of the Agreement. 

4. Consistent with section 201(a)(2) of the 
Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(2)), each Agreement 
country is to be removed from the enumera-
tion of designated beneficiary developing 
countries eligible for the benefits of the Gen-
eralized System of Preferences (GSP) on the 
date the Agreement enters into force with 
respect to that country. 

5. Consistent with section 201(a)(3) of the 
Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(3)), each Agreement 
country is to be removed from the enumera-
tion of designated beneficiary countries 
under the Caribbean Basin Economic Recov-
ery Act (CBERA) (19 U.S.C. 2701 et seq.) 
on the date the Agreement enters into force 
with respect to that country, subject to the 
exceptions set out in section 201(a)(3)(B) of 
the Act (19 U.S.C. 4031(a)(3)(B)). 

6. Consistent with section 213(b)(5)(D) of 
the CBERA (19 U.S.C. 2703(b)(5)(D)), as 
amended by the United States-Caribbean 
Basin Trade Partnership Act (CBTPA) (Pub-
lic Law 106–200), each Agreement country 
is to be removed from the enumeration of 
designated CBTPA beneficiary countries on 
the date the Agreement enters into force 
with respect to that country. 

7. Section 201(b) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 
4031(b)) authorizes the President, subject to 
the consultation and layover requirements of 
section 104(a) of the Act (19 U.S.C. 4014(a)), 
to proclaim such modifications or continu-
ation of any duty, such modifications as the 
United States may agree to with an Agree-
ment country regarding the staging of any 
duty treatment set forth in Annex 3.3 of the 
Agreement, such continuation of duty-free or 
excise treatment, or such additional duties, 
as the President determines to be necessary 
or appropriate to maintain the general level 
of reciprocal and mutually advantageous con-
cessions provided for by the Agreement. The 
consultation and layover requirements of sec-
tion 104(a) of the Act have been satisfied 
with respect to providing temporary duty 
free treatment for certain goods of Costa 
Rica as set forth in the Amendment. 

8. Pursuant to section 201(b) of the Act, 
I have determined that the modifications 
herein proclaimed of duties on goods of 
Costa Rica are necessary or appropriate to 
maintain the general level of reciprocal and 
mutually advantageous concessions with re-
spect to Costa Rica provided for by the 
Agreement. 

9. In Proclamation 8095 of December 29, 
2006, consistent with the authority set out 
in section 111(b) of the Uruguay Round 
Agreements Act (19 U.S.C. 3521(b)), I modi-
fied the Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the 
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1581 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 / Dec. 23 

United States (HTS) to implement the multi-
lateral agreement negotiated under the aus-
pices of the World Trade Organization to 
eliminate tariffs on certain pharmaceutical 
products and chemical intermediates. I have 
determined that technical corrections to the 
pharmaceuticals annex to the HTS are nec-
essary to ensure that certain products receive 
the intended duty treatment. 

10. Section 604 of the Trade Act of 1974 
(the ‘‘1974 Act’’) (19 U.S.C. 2483), as amend-
ed, authorizes the President to embody in 
the HTS the substance of relevant provisions 
of that Act, and of other Acts affecting import 
treatment, and of actions taken thereunder. 

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush, 
President of the United States of America, 
acting under the authority vested in me by 
the Constitution and the laws of the United 
States of America, including but not limited 
to section 201 of the Act and section 604 
of the 1974 Act, and the Act having taken 
effect pursuant to section 107, do proclaim 
that: 

(1) In order to provide generally for the 
preferential tariff treatment being accorded 
to Costa Rica under the Agreement, as 
amended, to provide certain other treatment 
to originating goods for the purposes of the 
Agreement, to provide tariff-rate quotas with 
respect to certain goods, to reflect the re-
moval of Costa Rica from the enumeration 
of designated beneficiary developing coun-
tries for purposes of the GSP, to reflect the 
removal of Costa Rica from the enumeration 
of designated beneficiary countries for pur-
poses of the CBERA and the CBTPA, and 
to make technical and conforming changes 
in the general notes to the HTS, the HTS 
is modified as set forth in Annexes I and II 
of Publication 4038 of the United States 
International Trade Commission, entitled 
Modifications to the Harmonized Tariff 
Schedule of the United States to Implement 
the Dominican Republic-Central America- 
United States Free Trade Agreement With 
Respect to Costa Rica (Publication 4038), 
which is incorporated by reference into this 
proclamation. 

(2) In order to make technical corrections 
necessary to provide the intended duty treat-
ment to certain pharmaceutical products and 
chemical intermediaries, the HTS is modi-

fied as set forth in Annex III of Publication 
4038. 

(3) The amendments to the HTS made by 
paragraphs (1) and (2) of this proclamation 
shall be effective with respect to goods en-
tered, or withdrawn from warehouse for con-
sumption, on or after the relevant dates indi-
cated in Annex I, II, or III of Publication 
4038. 

(4) Except as provided in paragraph (3) 
of this proclamation, this proclamation shall 
be effective with respect to goods entered, 
or withdrawn from warehouse for consump-
tion, on or after January 1, 2009. 

(5) Any provisions of previous proclama-
tions and executive orders that are incon-
sistent with the actions taken in this procla-
mation are superseded to the extent of such 
inconsistency. 

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set 
my hand this twenty-third day of December, 
in the year of our Lord two thousand eight, 
and of the Independence of the United 
States of America the two hundred and thir-
ty-third. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 29, 2008] 

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 30. 

Memorandum on Assignment of 
Reporting Function Under Section 
14(b) of the Tom Lantos Block 
Burmese Junta’s Anti-Democratic 
Efforts (JADE) Act of 2008 
December 23, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of State 

Subject: Assignment of Reporting Function 
Under Section 14(b) of the Tom Lantos 
Block Burmese Junta’s Anti-Democratic 
Efforts (JADE) Act of 2008 

By virtue of the authority vested in me as 
President by the Constitution and the laws 
of the United States, including section 301 
of title 3, United States Code, I hereby assign 
to you the function conferred upon the Presi-
dent by section 14(b) of the Tom Lantos 
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1582 Dec. 23 / Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Block Burmese Junta’s Anti-Democratic Ef-
forts (JADE) Act of 2008 (Public Law 110– 
286). 

You are authorized and directed to publish 
this memorandum in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

Memorandum on Provision of 
Aviation Insurance Coverage for 
Commercial Air Carrier Service in 
Domestic and International 
Operations 
December 23, 2008 

Memorandum for the Secretary of 
Transportation 
Subject: Provision of Aviation Insurance 
Coverage for Commercial Air Carrier Service 
in Domestic and International Operations 

By the authority vested in me as President 
by the Constitution and laws of the United 
States including 49 U.S.C. 44302, et seq., I 
hereby: 

1. Determine that continuation of U.S.- 
flag commercial air service is necessary in the 
interest of air commerce, national security, 
and the foreign policy of the United States. 

2. Approve provision by the Secretary of 
Transportation (Secretary) of insurance or 
reinsurance to U.S.-flag air carriers against 
loss or damage arising out of any risk from 
the operation of an aircraft in the manner 
and to the extent provided in chapter 443 
of 49 U.S.C.: 

(a) Until March 31, 2009; 
(b) After March 31, 2009, but no later 

than August 31, 2009, when the Sec-
retary determines that such insurance 
or reinsurance cannot be obtained on 
reasonable terms and conditions from 
any company authorized to conduct 
an insurance business in a State of the 
United States. 

3. Delegate to the Secretary the authority, 
vested in me by 49 U.S.C. 44306(c), to ex-
tend this determination for additional peri-
ods beyond March 31, 2009, but no later than 
August 31, 2009, when the Secretary finds 
that the continued operation of aircraft to be 
insured or reinsured is necessary in the inter-
est of air commerce or the national security, 

or to carry out the foreign policy of the 
United States Government. 

You are directed to bring this determina-
tion immediately to the attention of all air 
carriers within the meaning of 49 U.S.C. 
40102(2), and to arrange for its publication 
in the Federal Register. 

George W. Bush 

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 
8:45 a.m., December 29, 2008] 

NOTE: This memorandum will be published in the 
Federal Register on December 30. 

The President’s Radio Address 
December 23, 2008 

Good morning. This week millions of 
Americans gather with loved ones for Christ-
mas. This is a season of hope and joy. And 
it is an occasion to remember a humble birth 
that has helped shape the world for more 
than 2000 years. 

One of the things that makes Christmas 
special is that it allows us to step back and 
take stock of what is truly meaningful in our 
lives. As years pass by, we often forget about 
the gifts and the parties, but we remember 
special moments with families and friends. 

This year, as you spend time with those 
you love, I hope you’ll also take time to re-
member the men and women of our Armed 
Forces. Every one of them has volunteered 
to serve our Nation. And with their incred-
ible sacrifices, they preserve the peace and 
freedom that we celebrate during this season. 

This tradition of service is as old as our 
Nation itself. In 1776, it looked as if Amer-
ica’s first Christmas as an independent nation 
might also be its last. After a series of crip-
pling defeats by the British, George Wash-
ington’s army was exhausted and disheart-
ened. With their terms of service expiring 
in just a few weeks, many soldiers were plan-
ning on leaving the army. And it seemed that 
without a miracle, America’s fight for free-
dom would be doomed. 

That miracle took place on Christmas 
night, 1776. George Washington planned a 
surprise attack on the enemy forces camped 
across the Delaware River in Trenton, New 
Jersey. Under the cover of darkness, he led 
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1583 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

a few thousand soldiers across the icy waters 
in the midst of a driving snowstorm. Most 
generals would not have taken such a risk. 
But the commitment of Washington and his 
men was absolute. They headed into battle 
with a bold password, ‘‘Victory or death.’’ 

In a matter of hours, victory was theirs. 
Morale immediately improved. And the 
American people began to believe that our 
Nation possessed the perseverance and cour-
age to protect our liberty. The turnaround 
that began that night would end with the 
United States’ triumph in the American Rev-
olution and the permanent establishment of 
a free nation. 

Two hundred and thirty-two years have 
passed since George Washington crossed the 
Delaware. But on this Christmas, his legacy 
lives on in the men and women of the United 
States military. Some of them are spending 
this holiday helping defend emerging democ-
racies like Iraq and Afghanistan. Others are 
spending it in lands where we defeated tyr-
anny long ago, such as Germany or Japan. 
And some of them are spending it stateside, 
recovering in places like Bethesda National 
Naval Medical Center or Walter Reed. 

Regardless of where they are, our men and 
women in uniform and the families who sup-
port them remind us of a clear lesson: De-
fending freedom is a full-time job. Our en-
emies do not take holidays. So the members 
of our Armed Forces stand ready to protect 
our freedom at any hour. For their service, 
they have the thanks of a grateful nation, this 
Christmas and always. 

Thank you for listening. 

NOTE: The address was recorded at 7:50 a.m. on 
December 23 in the Cabinet Room at the White 
House for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on December 
27. The transcript was made available by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on December 23. The 
Office of the Press Secretary also released a Span-
ish language transcript of this address. 

Message on the Observance of 
Kwanzaa 2008 

December 24, 2008 

I send greetings to those observing 
Kwanzaa. 

Kwanzaa is the celebration of African cul-
ture, community, and family traditions. For 
more than 40 years, millions of people have 
come together to reaffirm Nguzo Saba, the 
Seven Principles of Kwanzaa. These prin-
ciples emphasize unity, self-determination, 
collective work and responsibility, coopera-
tive economics, purpose, creativity, and faith. 

As people across our country gather to 
commemorate this seven-day celebration, 
may we all be reminded that Kwanzaa is an 
opportunity to celebrate the many contribu-
tions of our African American citizens. 

Laura and I send our best wishes for a 
joyous Kwanzaa. 

George W. Bush 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 

Digest of Other 
White House Announcements 

The following list includes the President’s public 
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and 
not included elsewhere in this issue. 

December 20 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. 

December 22 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he and Mrs. Bush vis-
ited Pathways to Housing DC. 

In the afternoon, the President visited 
Walter Reed Army Medical Center, where 
he met with wounded military personnel and 
their families and presented seven Purple 
Heart medals. 

December 23 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, in the Oval Office, 
he participated in a bill signing ceremony for 
H.R. 7311, the William Wilberforce Traf-
ficking Victims Protection Reauthorization 
Act of 2008. 
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In the afternoon, the President and Mrs. 
Bush traveled to Camp David, MD. 

December 24 
In the morning, the President had an intel-

ligence briefing. Later, he had several Christ-
mas holiday telephone conversations with 
members of the U.S. military. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Carol Ann Bartz, Maria Cino, and 
Israel Hernandez as members of the Advi-
sory Committee for Trade Policy and Nego-
tiations. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Jennifer E. Sims as a member of the 
Public Interest Declassification Board. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Mark Sanford as a member of the 
Advisory Council on Historic Preservation. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Kevin R. Johnson and Kay Sears as 
members of the President’s National Security 
Telecommunications Advisory Committee. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint John M. Hart as a member of the 
National Capital Planning Commission. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Geoffrey L. Haskett and Charles J. 
Johnson as Commissioners of the U.S. Sec-
tion of the U.S.-Russia Polar Bear Commis-
sion. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the Board of Trustees of the Woodrow 
Wilson International Center for Scholars: 
Sander R. Gerber; Charles E. Cobb; Carlos 
M. Gutierrez; and Barry Jackson. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Barbara Bruin, Mark A. Carter, and 
Grace Flores Hughes as members of the 
Federal Service Impasses Panel. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint Nancy Goodman Brinker, 
Condoleezza Rice, and Leonard Sands as 
members of the Board of Trustees of the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing 
Arts. 

The President announced his intention to 
appoint the following individuals as members 
of the J. William Fulbright Foreign Scholar-
ship Board: Jean Loretta Becker; Gary R. 
Edson; Anita B. McBride; and James L. 
Oblinger. 

Nominations 
Submitted to the Senate 

NOTE: No nominations were submitted to the 
Senate during the period covered by this issue. 

Checklist 
of White House Press Releases 

The following list contains releases of the Office 
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as 
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of 
Other White House Announcements. 

Released December 21 

Statement by the Press Secretary on a New 
York Times article concerning the housing 
and financial crises 

Released December 22 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto 

Released December 23 

Transcript of a press briefing by Deputy 
Press Secretary Tony Fratto 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President receiving a report from the Sec-
retary of Energy Samuel Bodman and the 
Director General of Russia’s Rosatom State 
Nuclear Corporation Sergey Kiryenko an-
nouncing the completion of nuclear weapons 
material security upgrades under the 
Bratislava Initiative 

Statement by the Press Secretary announcing 
that the President signed H.R. 6184, H.R. 
7327, S. 3663, and S. 3712 

Released December 24 

Statement by the Press Secretary on the 
President’s direction to review one of the 
Presidential pardons issued on December 23 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 08:50 Dec 31, 2008 Jkt 217250 PO 00000 Frm 00008 Fmt 1244 Sfmt 1244 E:\PRESDOCS\P51DET4.024 P51DET4er
ow

e 
on

 P
R

O
D

1P
C

63
 w

ith
 P

R
E

S
D

O
C

S
T



1585 Administration of George W. Bush, 2008 

Acts Approved 
by the President 

Approved December 23 

H.R. 6184 / Public Law 110–456 
America’s Beautiful National Parks Quarter 
Dollar Coin Act of 2008 

H.R. 7311 / Public Law 110–457 
William Wilberforce Trafficking Victims Pro-
tection Reauthorization Act of 2008 

H.R. 7327 / Public Law 110–458 
Worker, Retiree, and Employer Recovery 
Act of 2008 

S. 3663 / Public Law 110–459 
Short-term Analog Flash and Emergency 
Readiness Act 

S. 3712 / Public Law 110–460 
To make a technical correction in the Paul 
Wellstone and Pete Domenici Mental Health 
Parity and Addiction Equity Act of 2008 
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